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PREFACE 


The  Undeserted  Village  is  my  own  name  for  Fal¬ 
mouth  ever  since  I  first  saw  the  town,  on  Memorial 
Day,  1923,  with  the  old  elms  flinging  a  lace-like 
green  tracery  of  young  leaves  against  the  spring  sky  on 
the  Village  Green,  with  creamy  dog  wood  blossoms 
spangling  the  roadside  shrubs,  with  purple  panicles  of 

lilacs  filling  the  air  with  incense. 

On  that  day  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  came  to  Falmouth  to  do  honor,  with  all 
the  townsfolk,  to  a  World  War  hero  who  was  to  be 
decorated  with  the  Distinguished  Service  Cross.  It  was 
“Connie”  Collins’  day — Private  Cornelius.  P.  Collins, 
Company  C,  165th  Infantry,  42nd  Division;  cited  for  ex¬ 
traordinary  heroism  in  action  near  Meurcy  Farm,  north 
of  Chateau-Thierry,  France,  July  29,  1918. 

I  was  a  stranger  then.  I  did  not  know  Private 
Collins;  I  had  never  seen  Falmouth  before.  The  pagean¬ 
try  of  the  incident  fired  my  imagination,  and  set  me  to 
thinking  of  the  history  of  a  township,  founded  by  Pilgrim 
stock  on  the  site  of  an  Indian  village,  that  had  con¬ 
tributed  its  heroes  to  the  War  of  American  Independence, 
that  had  been  bombarded  by  British  guns  in  the  War  of 
1812,  that  had  sent  its  quota  to  preserve  the  Union  in  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion;  and  now  in  1923,  after  two  hundred 
and  sixty  years  of  community  existence,  was  celebrating 
perpetuation  of  an  heroic  tradition  in  the  latest  American 
war. 

Since  then  I  have  come  to  Falmouth  to  live,  and  come 
to  love  the  town  for  its  charm  of  atmosphere;  but  I  have 
never  lost  the  perspective  of  that  Memorial  Day  morning. 
The  chapters  that  follow  are  not  so  much  a  detailed 
history  of  Falmouth,  as  a  picture  of  a  typical  American 
township. 

There  are  other  villages  like  this  Undeserted  Village 
of  Falmouth,  scattered  through  the  country,  too  often 
dismissed  by  the  casual  tourist  as  rural  backwaters  in 
which  the  current  of  civilization  runs  sluggishly.  Rather 
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are  they  the  deep  pools  in  which  the  very  springs  of  our 
civilization  rise. 

In  the  Undeserted  Village  survive  the  highest  ideals 
of  the  democracy  in  which  our  country  was  founded  and 
in  which  it  must  persist  to  resist  decay.  Here  frugality, 
pride  in  honest  labor,  the  love  of  home  and  little  children, 
and  participation  for  public  welfare  are  the  tests  of  a 
man’s  standing  in  the  community.  Throughout  success¬ 
ive  generations,  through  changing  economic  conditions, 
in  spite  of  time  and  the  injection  of  alien  stocks,  in  this 
village  traditional  virtues  have  been  perpetuated;  and 
only  a  wise  man  could  say  whether  heredity  has  leavened 
the  mass,  or  education  has  molded  it;  or  some  intangible 
genus  loci  of  environment  has  wrought  the  work. 

Falmouth  has  a  beautiful  natural  setting.  Here  are 
acre  upon  acre  of  fertile  soil  and  miles  of  rambling  roads 
between  cleared  fields  and  farms;  rolling  hills  covered 
with  wild  profusion  of  scrub  oak  or  stunted  pine;  mucky 
swamps  where  wild  azalea  grows  or  cranberry  vines  creep; 
pine-fringed  ponds  where  white  pond  lilies  float;  rolling 
sand  dunes  pegged  down  with  beach  plum  and  Indian 
pea  while  scented  bayberry,  sweet  fern  and  wild  roses 
riot,  watched  by  sentinel  cedars  where  soil  meets  sand. 

Once  the  Undeserted  Village  drew  its  living  chiefly 
from  the  blue  water  that  now  on  long  beaches,  now  in 
deep  fiord-like  bays,  defines  and  limits  the  township. 
The  great  white  houses  around  the  Green  and  along 
Shore  Street  were  built  from  the  proceeds  of  long  whaling 
voyages  or  trading  enterprises  in  clipper  ships;  but  the 
tin  oil  can  and  the  steel  freighter  blighted  those  under¬ 
takings  and  the  whirl  of  mechanical  spindles  in  industrial 
cities  was  a  mercenary  lure  to  the  youth  of  the  town; 
while  a  wealthy  leisure  class  discovered  the  charm  of  the 
village  as  a  summer  resort. 

This  triple  problem  of  developing  a  new  means  of 
livelihood,  of  recruiting  population,  of  preserving  the  in¬ 
tegrity  of  honest  American  ideals,  has  faced  towns  every¬ 
where  in  the  older  sections  of  our  country. 

In  some  places  the  fight  has  been  frankly  abandoned, 
the  villages  have  drifted  into  weed-grown,  poverty-strick¬ 
en  desuetude.  In  others  industrialization  has  brought  in 
its  wake  a  tide  of  immigration  that  swamped  native 
standards. 

It  is  because  the  Undeserted  Village  has  evolved  a 
new  means  of  economic  prosperity,  has  absorbed  with  a 
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noteworthy  degree  of  assimilation  its  quota  of  alien  im¬ 
migrants,  has  looked  unmoved  on  the  frivolity  or  luxury 
of  the  summer  influx;  retaining  a  community  character 
of  frugality,  decency,  honesty  and  independence,  that  the 
town  becomes  significant. 

“Ill  fares  the  land  to  hastening  ills  a  prey 

Where  wealth  accumulates  and  men  decay; 

Princes  and  lords  may  flourish  or  may  fade, 

A  breath  can  make  them  as  a  breath  has  made; 

But  a  bold  peasantry,  their  country’s  pride, 

When  once  destroyed,  can  never  be  supplied” 

said  Oliver  Goldsmith  of  his  “Deserted  Village”,  but  this 
old  Cape  town  has  escaped  his  melancholy  prediction. 
The  old  original  stock,  the  hardy  first  settlers  have  taken 
in  new  blood,  shaped  it  to  the  old  tradition,  and  in¬ 
corporated  it  into  a  body  dedicated  unwaveringly  to  high 
standards. 

The  regularity  of  life,  its  calm  and  poise  are 
evidenced  by  the  number  of  men  advanced  ih  years  but 
active  in  public  life.  Arteries  seem  not  to  harden;  nerves 
apparently  fret  not,  in  the  Undeserted  Village.  As  these 
lines  are  written,  in  November  1929,  Falmouth  has  a  town 
clerk  and  treasurer,  William  H.  Hewins,  who  will  be  90 
years  old  next  March  but  walks  to  his  office  twice  a  day; 
a  chief  of  police,  Herbert  H.  Lawrence  who  is  seventy-one 
years  old;  a  chairman  of  the  board  of  selectmen,  Arthur 
Underwood;  a  Moderator  of  the  town  meetings,  George  E. 
Dean;  Water  Commissioners,  Eugene  E.  C.  Swift  and 
Charles  Hadley  all  drawing  on  towards  their  three  score 
and  ten,  but  vigorous  and  active  still  in  their  interest  in 
their  work.  Yet  the  town  is  by  no  means  run  by  grey¬ 
beards;  in  the  various  departments  one  finds  an  upstand¬ 
ing  lot  of  fine,  hard-working,  clean-living  young  men. 

The  Undeserted  Village  after  three  centuries  of 
corporate  existence  is  still  in  the  Golden  Age  where 
honest,  homely  virtues  thrive  and  the  Golden  Calf  has 
won  no  worshipers.  Man,  not  money,  is  the  master  in 
this  peaceful  town  where  people  spend  wisely  for  comforts 
but  are  not  tempted  by  luxuries  that  breed  effeminacy 
and  discontent.  It  is  the  kind  of  a  town  that  stands  for 
democracy  at  its  best,  and  leads  us  to  seek  in  its  history 
the  secret  that  has  perpetuated  its  spirit  through  the 
changes  and  despite  the  contagions  of  civilization’s 
progress. 
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CHAPTER  I 


THE  TRACK  OF  THE  NORSEMEN 
ILJHALMUR  STEFANSSON,  the  noted  Arctic  ex¬ 


plorer,  who  has  studied  the  old  Norse  sagas,  com- 


^  bining  knowledge  of  their  language  with  personal 
acquaintance  with  our  icy  shores  in  answer  to  our  query 
as  to  whether  the  Norsemen  appeared  to  have  visited 
Cape  Cod,  wrote,  under  date  of  January  3,  1927:  “On  the 
whole  I  think  you  will  come  to  the  conclusion  that  no 
places  can  be  exactly  identified  with  reference  to  the 
Norse  voyages  at  any  place  south  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
River  or  Nova  Scotia.  Even  if  historians  should  come  to 
the  general  view  which  some  have  held  that  the  voyages 
extended  even  as  far  south  as  Virginia,  it  is  reasonably 
certain  that  no  exact  spots  will  be  identified  unless  there 
happens  to  be  an  archaeological  discovery  upon  which  to 
base  it.” 

John  Fiske,  the  historian,  in  his  work,  “The  Discovery 
of  America,”  says: 

“On  the  whole  we  may  say  with  some  confidence 
that  the  place  described  as  Vinland  was  situated  some¬ 
where  between  Cape  Breton  and  Point  Judith.  It  should 
be  said  that  some  scholarly  investigators  hold  that  all 
the  conditions  of  the  descriptions  of  Vinland  in  the 
sagas  are  met  by  the  shores  of  Labrador  and  Newfound¬ 
land,  although  the  v/eight  of  opinion  is  in  favor  of  the 
New  England  coast.  No  genuine  Norse  remains  have 
ever  been  discovered  in  New  England.” 

Thus  the  historians.  Yet  we  ourselves  in  1926  saw 
In  Buzzards  Bay  a  small  craft,  not  over  thirty  feet  long, 
undecked,  which  with  five  men  had  crossed  the  Atlantic 
from  Bergen,  and  whose  prow  curved  up  in  the  quaint 
and  spirited  likeness  of  a  dragon,  even  as  those  of  the 
Viking  vessels  of  yore.  Having  seen  this  reminder  of 
long  ago,  we  were  curious  to  read  again  the  old  sagas  of 
the  Norsemen,  and  we  copy  out  for  our  readers  that 
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part  which  treats  of  the  discovery  of  Vinland,  wherein 
are  many  points  which  coincide  most  strikingly  with  the 
country  in  our  vicinity. 

Leif,  the  son  of  Eric  the  Red,  of  Brattahild,  visited 
Biarni  Heriulfsson  (at  Greenland)  and  bought  a  ship 
of  him  and  collected  a  crew,  until  they  formed  alto¬ 
gether  a  company  of  thirty  five  men.  One  of  the  com¬ 
pany  was  a  German  named  Tyrker. 

They  put  the  ship  in  order  and  when  they  were 
ready  they  sailed  off  to  sea  and  found  first  that  land 
which  Biarni  and  his  shipmates  found  last.  They  sailed 
up  to  the  land  and  cast  anchor  and  launched  a  boat 
and  went  ashore  and  saw  no  grass  there.  Great  ice 
mountains  lay  inland  back  from  the  sea  and  it  was  as  a 
(tableland  of)  flat  rock  all  the  way  from  the  sea  to  the 
ice  mountains  and  the  country  seemed  to  them  to  be 
entirely  devoid  of  good  qualities.  Then  said  Leif  it  has 
not  come  to  pass  with  us  in  regard  to  this  land  as  with 
Biarni  that  we  have  not  gone  on  it.  To  this  country  I 
will  now  give  a  name  and  call  it  Helluland.  ; 

They  returned  to  the  ship,  put  out  to  sea  and  found 
a  second  land.  They  sailed  again  to  the  land  and  came, 
to  anchor,  launched  a  boat  and  went  ashore.  This  was 
a  level  wooded  land  and  there  were  broad  stretches  of 
white  sand  where  they  went  and  the  land  was  level  by 
the  sea.  Then  said  Leif,  this  land  shall  have  a  name 
after  its  nature  and  we  will  call  it  Markland. 

They  returned  to  the  ship  forthwith  and  sailed  away 
upon  the  main  with  north-east  winds  and  were  out  two 
‘doegr’  before  they  sighted  land.  They  sailed  toward 
this  land  and  came  to  an  island  which  lay  to  the  north¬ 
ward  off  the  land.  There  they  went  ashore  and  looked 
about  them.  They  went  aboard  their  ship  again  and 
sailed  into  a  certain  sound  which  lay  between  the  island 
and  a  cape,  which  jutted  out  from  the  land  on  the  north 
and  they  stood  in  westering  past  the  cape.  At  ebb  tide 
there  were  broad  reaches  of  shallow  water  there  and 
they  ran  the  ship  aground  there  and  it  was  a  long  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  ship  to  the  ocean,  yet  were  they  so  an¬ 
xious  to  go  ashore  that  they  could  not  wait  until  the 
tide  should  rise  under  their  ship  but  hastened  to  the 
land  where  a  certain  river  flows  out  from  a  lake.  As 
soon  as  the  tide  rose  beneath  the  ship  however,  they  took 
the  boat  which  they  conveyed  up  the  river  and  so  into 
the  lake  where  they  cast  anchor  and  carried  their  ham- 
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mocks  ashore  from  the  ship  and  built  themselves  booths 
there. 

They  afterward  determined  to  establish  themselves: 
there  for  the  winter  and  they  accordingly  built  a  large 
house.  There  was  no  lack  of  salmon  there  either  in 
the  river  or  the  lake  and  larger  salmon  than  they  had 
ever  seen  before.  The  country  thereabout  seemed  to 
be  possessed  of  such  good  qualities  that  the  cattle 
would  need  no  fodder  there  during  the  v/inters,  and  the 
grass  withered  but  little.  The  days  and  nights  there 
were  of  more  equal  length  than  in  Greenland  or  Ice¬ 
land. 

Leif  said  to  his  companions  I  propose  now  to  divide 
our  company  into  two  groups  and  to  set  about  an  ex¬ 
ploration  of  the  country,  one  half  of  our  company 
shall  remain  at  home  at  the  house  v/hile  the  other 
half  shall  investigate  the  land  and  they  must  not  go 
beyond  a  point  from  which  they  can  return  home  ev¬ 
ery  night. 

One  evening  Tyrker,  the  German  was  belated,  but 
when  Leif  and  twelve  others  went  to  search,  they  met 
him  returning  in  excited  mood.  Leif  addressed  him 
and  asked  Wherefore  art  thou  so  belated,  foster  father 
mine?  In  the  beginning  Tyrker  spoke  for  some  time  in 
German  rolling  his  eyes  and  grinning  and  they  could 
not  understand  him  but  after  a  time  he  addressed  them 
in  Northern  tongues.  I  did  not  go  much  further  than 
you  and  yet  I  have  something  of  novelty  to  relate.  I 
have  found  vines  and  grapes. 

A  cargo  sufficient  for  the  ship  was  cut  and  when  the 
Spring  came  they  made  their  ship  ready  and  sailed  away, 
and  from  its  products  Leif  gave  the  land  a  name  and 
called  it  Wineland. 

The  next  year  Thorvald,  brother  of  Leif  made  a  trip. 

Now  Thorvald  with  the  advice  of  his  brother  Leif 
prepared  to  make  this  voyage  with  thirty  men.  They 
put  their  ship  in  order  and  sailed  out  to  sea  and  there 
is  no  account  of  their  voyage  until  they  arrived  at  Leifs- 
booths  in  Wineland. 

They  laid  up  their  ship  there  and  remained  quietly 
during  the  Winter  supplying  themselves  with  food  by 
fishing.  In  the  Spring  however,  Thorvald  said  they 
should  put  their  ship  in  order  and  that  a  few  men  should 
take  the  after  boat  and  proceed  along  the  western  coast. 

They  found  it  a  fair,  well-wooded  country.  It  is  but 
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u  short  distance  from  the  woods  to  the  sea  and  there  were 
white  sands  as  well  as  great  numbers  of  islands  and 
shoals.  They  found  neither  dwelling  of  men  nor  lair 
of  beasts  but  in  one  of  the  westerly  islands  they  found  a 
wooden  building  for  the  shelter  of  grain.  They  turned 
back  and  arrived  at  Leifsbooths  in  the  autumn. 

In  the  following  Summer  Thorvald  set  out  toward  the 
east  and  along  the  northern  coast.  They  were  met  by  a 
high  wind  off  a  certaih  promontory  and  they  were  driven 
ashore  there  and  damaged  the  keel  of  the  ship,  and  were 
compelled  to  remain  there  for  a  long  time  and  repair  the 
injury  to  their  vessel.  Then  said  Thorvald  to  his  com¬ 
panions  I  propose  that  we  raise  the  keel  upon  this  cape 
and  call  it  Keelness,  and  so  they  did. 

Then  they  sailed  away  to  the  eastward  of  the  land 
and  into  the  mouth  of  the  adjoining  firth  and  to  a  head¬ 
land  which  projected  into  the  sea  there  and  which  was 
entirely  covered  with  woods.  They  found  an  anchorage 
for  their  ship  and  put  out  a  gangway  to  the  land  and 
Thorvald  and  all  of  his  companions  went  ashore.  It  is  a 
fair  region  here  said  he  and  I  should  like  to  make  my 
home.  They  then  returned  to  the  ship  and  discovered  on 
the  sand  in  beyond  the  headland  three  mounds.  They 
went  up  to  these  and  saw  that  they  were  three  skin 
canoes  with  three  men  under  each.  They  thereupon  di¬ 
vided  their  party  and  succeeded  in  seizing  all  the  men 
but  one  who  escaped  with  his  canoe.  They  killed  the 
eight  men  and  then  ascended  the  headland  again  and 
looked  about  them  and  discovered  within  the  firth  certain 
hillocks  which  they  concluded  must  be  habitations.  They 
were  then  so  overpowered  with  sleep  that  they  could  not 
keep  awake  and  all  fell  into  a  heavy  slumber  from  which 
they  were  awakened  by  the  sound  of  a  cry  uttered  above 
them  and  the  words  of  the  cry  were  these:  Awake  Thor¬ 
vald,  thou  and  all  thy  countrymen  if  thou  wouldst  save 
thy  life. 

A  countless  number  of  skin  canoes  thereupon  ad¬ 
vanced  on  them  from  the  inner  part  of  the  firth  where¬ 
upon  Thorvald  exclaimed.  We  must  put  out  the  warboards 
on  both  sides  of  the  ship.  Then  ensued  a  battle  with  the 
savages,  in  which  Thorvald  received  an  arrow  beneath 
his  arm  which  wounded  him  so  sorely  that  he  was  buried 
on  the  headland  on  which  he  had  said  earlier  he  would 
like  to  make  his  home.  Afterwards  his  companions  re- 
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joined  their  mates  at  Leifsbcoths  and  returned  to  Green¬ 
land  the  following  Spring. 

A  little  later  Karlsefni  ‘v/ho  was  a  very  wealthy  man^ 
took  a  company  of  sixty  men  and  five  women  out  to  Leifs- 
booths,  and  cattle,  intending  to  form  a  colony.  At  Leifs- 
booths  they  were  soon  provided  with  food,  as  a  whale 
was  driven  ashore  there  and  they  secured  and  flensed  it. 
They  gathered  wood  and  grapes  and  in  the  Spring  set  up 
barter  with  the  savages  or  Skrellings  as  the  Norsemen 
termed  them.  These  brought  ‘grey  furs,  sables  and  all 
kinds  of  peltries.’  Karlsefni  forbade  his  men  to  trade 
their  weapons  with  the  savages,  and  instead  taught  the 
savages  to  drink  milk,  for  which  they  gladly  exchanged 
their  wares.  Eventually,  however,  the  Norsemen  and 
Skrellings  fought,  the  Norsemen  being  victorious,  and  re¬ 
turning  to  Greenland. 

One  other  party  went  out,  but  quarrelled  with  much 
bloodshed  among  themselves,  and  when  the  survivors  re¬ 
turned  to  Greenland,  it  is  not  recorded  that  any  parties 
went  to  Wineland  to  Leifsbooths. 

This  account  is  a  translation  from  the  Saga  of  Eric 
the  Red  written  in  the  fourteenth  century  and  refers  to 
voyages  made  by  the  Norsemen  about  the  year  1000.  It 
is  noteworthy  that  one  Adam  of  Bremen  who  visited  Den¬ 
mark  between  1047  and  1073,  while  living  men  could  still 
speak  of  the  voyages  of  the  Norsemen,  describes  a  land 
called  Vinland  beyond  Greenland  in  which  he  says  that 
corn  grows  without  cultivation.  We  know  well  that  one 
of  the  first  things  observed  by  the  Englishmen  who  came 
to  Cape  Cod  in  1620  was  the  Indian  corn. 

If  we  take  into  consideration  such  points  in  the  Saga 
of  Eric  the  Red  as  the  ‘western  islands’  and  ‘the  certain 
sound  which  lay  between  the  island  and  a  cape’  together 
with  the  broad  reaches  of  shallow  water;  the  v/hale  that 
drifted  ashore,  the  mild  winter  when  ‘the  grass  withered 
but  little’  and  the  wild  grapes  and  corn;  then  it  takes  no 
great  stretch  of  the  imagination  to  conceive  that  Leif 
and  his  men  came  into  Vineyard  Sound  past  No  Man’s 
Land  and  sailed  up  to  one  of  the  bays  on  the  Sound  with 
the  narrow  entrance  and  broad  bay  inland  which  they 
might  have  called  ‘a  certain  river  flowing  out  of  a  lake.’ 

From  some  such  bay  on  the  Sound,  Thorvald  would 
have  found,  as  he  says,  white  sands  as  well  as  great 
numbers  of  islands  and  shoals  to  the  west,  and  by  “sail¬ 
ing  away  to  the  eastward  of  the  land  and  along  the 


[5] 


V- 


.If 


viavfsamoiit  airri^o  jiOAar  irax 

’  V 


■?;  T 


-n^dtO  oJ  b9flijii^3  ariioaS^tsJ  at^lom  bsntoc 
,  a  '  .8ni7qa*;^iwoIIol  srfi  bn^i 

'^rrtusw  zsw  oHw*  ui^oahATi  idJeX  •il3jn  A 

.-2lltkl  ol  3uo  Hdinow  9vp  bnjB  rtein  lo  Yn-eqmo^  4  Jkxxi 
-eiisJ  ,xnoioo#£  CRidl  oi  gali>xx£>^^l  ,9lJ?&0  bae  \irfiood 
euirfw  £  a©  ,i>aoi,iMiw  fcddXyo-iq  nooa  eww  afttood 
.Jl  oeendX'x.  ooe  bs^iiaw  Yj>fiJ‘ba8  siorfl  9ftoiUja  >n^vlrb  isw 
qsj  3^  grii'iqS  fens  bris  i30ov«jl:>eTd£UjM  variT 

aamseioK  a9§87fi8  dri^  rfjftw  T$3ix(i 

Il8  fand  a9(dij«  ,2iul  ^rfoi/oid  9a9dT  .msrii  bdxaiej 

sb«dioKhtl9iaiT83I  ^  \dh3l3q  io  aJ^mX 
911  j  fti^iiei  pB^Sesd  t>iw  ,?.95j8V88  odi  ditw  anoqjFiSW  itsfU 
b9an8rs!»ic9  \Cll>8;§  ou  v9®8vjaa 

bn«  aoiffdaioPi  r'f^TaWd/t  *»%  .79tj8W  Tfitadj 

-ot  1^8  .2ryoiioird!v.^/dsd,rw)iri9a3oVl  5if> 

rfnrrrr#  r<-W'/  rf^-1.  .  ^  V:fcra8lR‘>9lO  mftlW* 

nonnt  ciotw  ?>  ift9TJ»rip  Jrrd  Vtua  .tn^^r  loitio  naOM 
-91  8*foyiviifa  odi  cx*Hin  brui  .feavl^a/n^xtt  snoniu  bedeibocircf 
aawijjq  larfJ  fctobioasi  joii  ai  31  .bosIas^iO  oi  benini 

^  ^  .acb(X)d^i0j  bfiBlortJW  oi  jn9w 

0113  to  £^88  9ffj  moil  noiJo!:inin]  6  ai  jhiiodjub  alrlT 
?r  bnfi  ^fiu^lrrso  riJiieejiixol  orl^  rti  nojJiiw  bsH  9x1  J 

.0001  1159'^  aril  ^rfodfi  nomeaioH  9xli  dl-wsm  aegayov 
7,?f^  priw  n9xn9ifl  io  mabA  arto  SsriJ  v:IJiow93oft  al 

ima  bliron  aam  gnivil  siirfw  .8701  biui  ?m  n'sywJsd  itam 
biwU  B  Bt}dlioa9b  .nameaioJl  arli  lo  aag/i^ov  sxW  lo  4B9«>d 
JA^w  e^iia  ori  rfoiriw  xii  biruin^oiO  bitoYdd  bnsIxiiV  baliAo 
9ao  iaxli  U9w  won;!  9W  no^Bvl^iijo  Juodjlw  awmg  aioD 
omao  orlw  nsrndaWgij'?  9/11  yd  h9/i9ado  toitt  adJ 

.riiod^aoibal  9rii  assw  OSdl  nl  hoO  wbO  oi 
9x11  at  ainloq  siouz  aoUsieWanoo  oini  9>Iai  awil 

'2b^6^a^..^l9l^6w*  9x1-1  an  b9fl  9/II  oiiar  lo 
i9^gpj jsqBo  fi  bns  bnafai  aril  n9o//l9d  yjBl  rtofrlyx  bnx/03 
JBnj  olAflw  9x11  ;i9iAvy  wolfflxta  Ip  aoxfojsoi  bBoid  9xlJ  xlllw 
baisxWiw  9x11*  aaxlw  lolnlyr  bilxa  ddl  ,oiotiZ£i  halHib  , 

pa  n  oarfi  ;aioD  hna  atHfaig  bliw  aiil  haa  ■eWU  lod  * 

1/9J  iBiil  9Vt9oao!)  01  nollirni^ami  9x11  lo  rla^eUa  Ibstb 

bisyoa^'/  olni  9xru:o  nam  aid  ban 

'b  900  oJ  qa  b9Xifi8  b0A  buaJ 
>X5fli  dolflw  bqBlni  yud  bjicno  ban  ooasiJaa  Wfian  odi 

D.i/ow  WsvioitT  ,bnvo8  arfj  no  riotia  ^hkk  mota  -. 

eJMX«8s9jlriW  ^1JB8  Od ‘a«  '  .{WMJOl 
-!t£e  Ktf  6mt  ,J«9W  9<tJ  «r  al£x>d«ibna  atmefcj  to  iiodmi/n" 
9<tt  gno/ft  bna  bn«l  sdi  io  bifiwisaa  .&dj  oj  {ows  jnt 


t 


[«] 


.t 


-  V  ilTA’. 


:BhL 


V  1.  , 


SUCKANESSET 


northern  coast”  he  would  have  rounded  Cape  Cod  and  so 
met  the  savages  at  a  headland  which  projected  into  the 
sea  there  as  Manomet  does. 

We  can  not  tell,  after  one  thousand  years,  but 
when  we  remember  how  the  “Leif  Erikson”,  replica  of  the 
Viking  model  sent  from  Bergen  to  the  SesquiCentennial 
Exposition,  sailed  through  the  Canal  and  down  Buzzards 
Bay,  surely  we  may  at  least  wonder  if  1926  was  the  first 
time  that  these  shores  have  seen  the  dragon-prow  of  the 
Norsemen’s  boats. 

The  late  Joseph  Story  Fay,  who  came  to  Woods  Hole 
as  a  Summer  resident,  first  purchasing  the  Fay  property 
there  in  1852  evolved  an  ingenious  theory,  which  he  pub¬ 
lished  in  1882  in  a  monograph  entitled  “The  Track  of  the 
Norsemen.”  The  main  contention  was  that  the  word 
‘hole,’  common  in  this  vicinity  as  a  name  for  a  small 
harbor,  came  from  the  Norwegian  “hoH”  meaning  little 
hill,  and  that  the  Indians  learned  from  the  Norsemen  to 
so  speak  of  the  headlands  about  the  harbors: 

In  1875,  the  male  residents  of  Woods  Hole  petitioned 
the  Post  Office  Department  to  change  the  spelling,  and 
from  October,  1875  until  the  1890’s  the  village  was 
known  as  “Woods  Holl”  and  is  so  shown  on  old  maps,  and 
in  the  postmarks  of  old  letters. 

Mr.  Fay  contended  that  the  Norsemen  “sighted  Cape 
Cod  and  entered  Vineyard  Sound  in  rounding  Monomoy 
Point”  where  they  found  “on  the  right  a  high  sandy  hill, 
overlooking  a  land-locked  anchorage  called  Powder  Hole 
— a  score  of  miles  further  along,  across  the  Sound  on  his 
left  he  would  have  seen  the  hills  now  called  Oak  Bluffs 
and  under  their  lee  a  deep  bay  and  roadstead  long  known 
as  Holmes’  Hole,  now  changed  to  Vineyard  Haven — cross¬ 
ing  over  to  the  mainland  again,  a  little  further  west  he 
would  have  come  to  the  bold,  but  prettily  rounded  hills 
forming  the  south-western  extremity  of  the  Cape,  and, 
behind  them,  the  sheltered  and  picturesque  harbor  of 
Wood’s  Hole.  Proceeding  thence  towards  Narragansett 
Bay,  along  the  south  coast  of  Naushon,  prominent  hills 
on  the  west  end  of  that  island  slope  down  to  a  roadstead 
for  small  craft  and  passage  through  to  Buzzards  Bay, 
called  Robinson’s  Hole: — the  next  island  is  Basque,  and 
between  its  high  hills  and  those  of  Nashawena  is  a  pass¬ 
age  called  Quick’s  Hole.  Now  these  several  localities  are 
unlike  each  other,  except  that  all  have  hills  in  their 
vicinity,  serving  as  distinguishing  landmarks.  And  why 
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THE  TRACK  OF  THE  NORSEMEN 


is  not  the  word  Hole,  as  applied  to  them,  a  corruption  of 
the  Norwegian  word  Holl,  meaning  hill?” 

“It  seems  to  confirm  the  views  here  advanced  that  in 
no  other  part  of  this  continent,  or  of  the  world,  where 
the  English  have  settled,  is  to  be  commonly  found  the 
local  name  of  Hole,  and  yet  here,  in  a  distance  of  sixty 
miles,  the  thoroughfare  of  these  bold  navigators,  there 
are  no  less  than  five  such,  still  extant.  How  can  it  be 
explained,  except  because  it  is  “the  track  of  the  Norse¬ 
men?” 
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CHAPTER  II 


GOSNOLD’S  COMING 


Although  famous  mariners  and  unnamed  adven¬ 
turers  and  fishermen  visited  New  England  and  Cape 
Cod  in  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries,  the 
one  who  is  indubitably  linked  wuth  our  own  Falmouth  is 
Bartholomew  Gosnold.  Gosnold  it  was,  indeed,  who  gave 
its  name  to  Cape  Cod,  on  account  of  the  numbers  of  that 
variety  of  fish  found  in  its  vicinity;  and  a  vernacular 
poem  by  Benjamin  Drew  gives  a  humorous  account  of  the 
naming: 

There  sailed  an  ancient  mariner, 

Bart  Gosnold  was  he  hight; 

The  Cape  was  all  a  wilderness 
When  Gosnold  hove  in  sight. 

The  hills  were  bold  and  fair  to  view 
And  covered  o’er  with  trees. 

Said  Gosnold,  ‘Bring  a  fishing  line 
While  lulls  the  evening  breeze.’ 

‘I’ll  christen  that  there  sandy  shore 
From  the  first  fish  I  take; 

Tautog  or  toadfish,  cusk  or  cod. 

Horse  mackerel  or  hake.’ 

Quick  Gosnold  hauled:  ‘Cape — Cape — Cape  Cod! 

Cape  Cod!”  The  crew  cried  louder, 

‘Here,  steward,  take  the  fish  along 
And  give  the  boys  a  chowder!” 

Bartholomew  Gosnold  sailed  from  Falmouth,  Eng¬ 
land,  on  March  23,  1602,  in  the  ship  “Concord”,  built 
and  owned  in  Dartmouth,  with  Bartholomew  Guilbert 
as  second  officer,  and  a  crew  of  32  men.  Gilbert  Ar¬ 
cher  and  John  Brereton  of  the  “Concord’s”  comple¬ 
ment  have  left  records  of  the  voyage.  They  went  by 
way  of  the  Azores,  passed  the  outskirts  of  the  Sargasso 
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GOSNOLD’S  COMING 


Sea  and  on  May  14  reached  land,  where  many  savages 
put  out  to  meet  them  in  canoes.  These  savages  had  a 
smattering  of  English  words  and  some  articles  of 
European  clothing,  having  doubtless  come  in  contact 
with  the  European  fishermen  who  frequented  the  Grand 
Banks. 

On  the  18th  of  May  the  Concord  came  in  sight  of  a 
great  point  of  land,  which  they  first  called  Shoal  Hope, 
but  later  styled  Cape  Cod.  Gosnold  landed  here,  finding 
much  sand,  many  berries  as  yet  unripe,  and  a  friendly 
young  Indian  with  plates  of  copper  in  his  ears.  They 
sailed  southward,  seeing  the  shores  filled  with  Indians 
running  along  the  beach  “as  much  admiring  us,”  and 
some  of  the  natives  came  out  and  boarded  the  vessel,  be¬ 
ing  found  timid  but  inclined  to  be  thievish,  says  the  his¬ 
torian.  Eventually  they  came  to  what  is  now  Noman’s 
Land,  which  Gosnold  named  Martha’s  Vineyard;  Gay 
Head  they  saw,  and  called  it  Dover  Cliff;  and  on  May  27, 
passing  around  a  ledge  of  rocks  in  Buzzards  Bay,  which 
they  named  Gosnold’s  Hope. 

Gosnold  and  his  men  had  intended  to  found  a  colony, 
and  they  selected  a  small,  uninhabited  island  for  this  pur¬ 
pose,  naming  it,  in  honor  of  their  sovereign,  Elizabeth’s 
Isle,  which  today  we  call  by  the  Indian  name  of  Cutty- 
hunk. 

On  Elizabeth’s  Isle  they  found  the  ruins  of  an  Indian 
wigwam  and  a  fishing  weir;  the  island  itself  at  that  time 
was  overgrown  with  trees  of  many  sorts,  oak,  beech,  ash 
and  cedar,  and  much  sassafras.  They  built  a  rude  block¬ 
house  near  the  spring,  sowed  grain  on  the  island  of  Nau- 
shon,  pursued  the  deer  in  the  woods,  and  traded  with  the 
Indians  who  came  to  visit  them. 

On  May  31,  Gosnold  explored  the  mainland  and  was 
courteously  welcomed  by  the  Indians  v/ho  made  him  gifts 
of  skins,  tobacco,  turtles  and  wampum,  and  the  English¬ 
man  said  of  the  country  that  is  today  the  township  of  Fal¬ 
mouth:  “It  is  replenised  with  fair  fields,  and  in  them 
fragrant  flowers;  also  meadows  and  hedged  in  with 
stately  groves;  being  furnished  also  with  pleasant  brooks 
and  beautified  with  two  main  rivers  that  (as  we  judge) 
may  haply  become  good  harbors  and  conduct  us  to  the 
hopes  that  men  so  greedily  do  thirst  after.” 

The  concord  in  the  vessel’s  name  did  hot  exist  in  fact 
among  the  crew;  they  quarrelled  as  to  who  should  return 
and  who  be  exiled,  fearing  that  profits  might  be  withheld 
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SUCKANESSET 


from  those  who  stayed  to  keep  the  island  fort;  and  in  the 
end,  on  the  18th  day  of  June,  the  entire  company  sailed 
away  for  England  again,  taking  with  them  a  cargo  of 
cedar  and  the  sassafras  that  was  highly  esteemed  for 
medical  purposes. 

On  June  4,  1902,  the  cornerstone  of  a  memorial  stone 
tower  was  dedicated  on  Cuttyhunk  to  the  memory  of 
Gosnold  and  his  fellow  explorers.  On  August  5,  1907,  at 
Woods  Hole,  the  Woods  Hole  Yacht  Club  staged  a  pictur¬ 
esque  pageant  in  celebration  of  the  ter-centenary  of  Gos- 
nold’s  landing  in  this  neighborhood,  with  a  reproduction 
of  the  Concord,  and  a  depiction  of  scenes  representing  the 
landing  of  Gosnold  and  his  men,  meeting  with  the  In¬ 
dians  and  gifts  by  the  latter  of  the  spicy  sassafras. 

The  committee  in  charge  included  many  familiar 
names:  Hon.  W.  O.  Luscombe,  F.  L.  Gifford,  J.  J.  Veeder, 
S.  T.  Cahoon,  E.  F.  Locke,  E.  M.  Lewis,  B.  G.  Norton,  W.  G. 
Gregg,  commodore  of  the  Yacht  club;  Dr.  E.  G.  Gardiner, 
H.  K.  Dyer,  C.  E.  Hall,  George  E.  David,  H.  G.  Haddon,  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Yacht  Club,  George  B.  Wilbur. 

J.K.  P.  Purdum,  in  a  gorgeous  suit  of  blue  velvet,  bright 
crimson  cape  and  broad-brimmed  hat  with  a  red  feather, 
took  the  part  of  Gosnold;  Sala.  Rose  in  Indian  costume 
represented  the  Sachem.  Selectmen  Silas  Hatch,  T.  P.  S. 
Phinney  and  Capt.  Edwin  F.  Lawrence  greeted  Gosnold 
for  the  town  as  did  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Washburn,  chairman  of 
the  committee  for  the  celebration. 

On  August  7,  1907,  as  a  part  of  the  ter-centenary  cele¬ 
bration,  Governor  Curtis  Guild  was  the  guest  of  the  town 
for  the  dedication  of  the  Mariners’  Memorial,  the  beauti¬ 
ful  boulder,  with  great  anchor  a-top,  and  bronze  bas-re¬ 
lief  of  a  full-rigged  ship,  on  Locust  street,  at  the  inter¬ 
section  with  Mill  road  and  the  Woods  Hole  road.  The  day 
included  a  historical  pageant  on  Main  street.  Captain 
Nehemiah  P.  Baker  and  Obed  Pierce  were  placed  in  seats 
of  honor,  facing  the  memorial,  and  the  unveiling  was  done 
by  three  grand-daughters  of  sea  captains,  Marion  El- 
dredge,  Albinia  Fish  and  Camilla  Watson.  Beneath  the 
boulder  is  buried  a  copper  box  containing  the  names  of 
Falmouth  sea  captains.  The  Rev.  Charles  H.  Washburn 
presented  the  memorial  and  Silas  Hatch,  chairman  of 
the  selectmen,  accepted  it  in  behalf  of  the  town.  Gov¬ 
ernor  Guild  was  afterwards  entertained  at  the  home  of 
Postmaster  George  W.  Jones. 

The  “settlement”  made  at  Cuttyhunk  in  1602  by 
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GOSNOLD’S  COMING 


Gocnold  endured  only  a  few  w^eeks,  being  abandoned  when 
the  “Concord”  returned  to  Falmouth,  England,  but  the 
accounts  of  Brereton  and  Archer  of  that  expedition  are 
good  evidence  of  the  large  Indian  population  on  these 
shores  at  that  period;  evidence  which  is  bourne  out  by 
the  preponderance  of  Indian  place  names  that  have  lin¬ 
gered  through  three  centuries  in  our  township  of  Fal¬ 
mouth,  Massachusetts. 

Quissett  (originally  Quamquissett),  Acapesket,  Sippe- 
wissett,  Teaticket,  Coonemesset,  Menauhant,  are  names 
that  trip  as  glibly  from  our  tongues  today  as  ever  they  did 
from  the  tongues  of  the  red  men  v/ho  named  them.  The 
old  Indian  burying  ground  at  West  Falmouth  can  still  be 
traced,  and  along  the  shores  of  pond  and  inlet  are  still 
to  be  found  in  surprising  quantity  the  arrow  heads,  axe 
heads,  stone  bowl  fragments  and  pestles  chipped  out  with 
infinite  patience  before  the  white  man  had  brought  the 
knowledge  of  steel  and  iron  to  this  country. 

Although  the  earliest  records  of  land  boundaries  in 
Falmouth,  included  in  the  manuscript  book  called  “Pro¬ 
prietor’s  Records,”  are  dated  November  29,  1661,  this 
corner  of  the  Cape  was  known  to  the  white  men  some  time 
before. 

After  the  Pilgrims  settled  at  Plymouth  in  1620,  having 
first  landed  at  Provincetown,  a  considerable  amount  of 
exploring  was  done  around  the  Cape.  By  1627  the  Pil¬ 
grims  were  sufficiently  familiar  with  their  environs  to 
select  Bourne,  near  the  present  Cape  Cod  canal,  as  the 
most  strategic  and  convenient  point  for  their  trading  post 
where  they  met  the  Dutch  coming  up  from  New  York;  in 
1639  the  Rev.  Lothrop  and  his  flock  came  from  Scituate 
to  take  up  their  grant  at  Barnstable,  and  two  years  earlier 
Sandwich  had  been  settled. 

The  English  had  most  honorable  intentions  in  the 
beginning  of  their  real  estate  transactions  with  the  In¬ 
dians  of  New  England.  Governor  Winslow  in  a  letter 
dated  from  Marshfield,  May  1,  1676,  wrote,  “I  think  I  can 
clearly  say  that  the  English  did  not  possess  one  foot  of 
land  in  this  colony  but  what  was  fairly  obtained  by  honest 
purchase  of  the  Indian  proprietors.  We  first  made  a  law 
that  none  should  purchase  or  receive  of  gift  any  land  of 
the  Indians  without  the  knowledge  of  our  Court.”  A  law 
passed  in  1643  did  indeed  lay  a  five-pound  penalty  on  any 
who  purchased  or  hired  land  of  the  Indians  without  the 
knowledge  and  consent  of  the  Court  for  every  acre,  and 
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SUCKANESSET 


that  it  was  enforced  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  Jonathan 
Hatch,  who  was  later  to  be  one  of  the  founders  of  Fal¬ 
mouth,  in  1651,  with  Samuel  Hinckley,  was  “had  up  before 
the  grand  jury  for  hiring  land  of  the  Indians.” 

We  of  the  Twentieth  century  may  smile  over  the 
Yankee  “cuteness”  of  those  old  transactions,  when  titles 
to  large  tracts  of  land  were  secured  by  payment  of  a  brass 
kettle,  or  two  old  coats;  but  before  condemning  the  Pil¬ 
grim  fathers  too  hastily  for  taking  advantage  of  the  un¬ 
tutored  savage,  we  must  recall  the  value  of  such  articles 
in  the  early  days  when  there  were  no  shops  in  New  Eng¬ 
land,  space  in  the  small  cargo  boats  was  at  a  premium, 
and  the  Indians  enthusiastic  over  the  practical  value  of 
the  imported  articles.  There  were  many  acres  of  forest 
land  in  those  days  and  very  few  brass  kettles,  and  eco¬ 
nomic  laws  of  supply  and  demand  were  functioning  just 
the  same. 

The  first  recorded  mention  of  our  Falmouth  appears 
to  be  in  connection  with  a  purchase  of  land  negotiated 
by  Captain  Myles  Standish  with  Paupmunnuck,  sachem 
of  the  South  Sea  Indians,  which  is  spoken  of  in  the  Barn¬ 
stable  records  as  “the  third  purchase.”  Difficulties  arose 
over  the  bounds,  but  the  Indians  agreed  with  Henry  Cobb 
and  Isaac  Robinson  (whom  w’e  will  meet  later  as  another 
of  the  original  proprietors  of  Falmouth)  to  free  the  town 
of  Barnstable  from  making  a  fence  that  had  been  speci¬ 
fied  as  part  of  the  price  and  from  the  one  bushel  of  corn, 
and  in  consideration  the  Indians  were  to  receive  one  great 
brass  kettle  seven  spans  in  v;ideness  round  about  and  one 
bread  hoe.  The  date  of  this  agreement  is  1643,  and  Paup- 
munnock  acknowledges  the  bounds  of  this  purchase  to  be 
“v/estward  as  far  as  halfway  to  SECHONESSETT  TOWN 
THE  PLACE  WHERE  THE  INDIANS  NOW  INHABIT.” 

Suconesset,  Suckinesset  and  Saconessett  were  all 
variants  of  the  more  approved  spelling  of  the  Indian  word 
Succanesset,  which  for  twenty-six  years  after  its  found¬ 
ing  was  the  name  of  present  day  Falmouth. 

The  word  is  a  compound  of  the  Indian  words  sucki, 
black;  puquahock,  the  round  clam;  and  et  or  set,  the 
place  near  the  water;  meaning,  thus,  the  place  where 
black  wampum  is  found,  as  wampum  was  made  from 
shells.  The  black  wampum  was  made  from  the  quahog 
shell  and  three  beads  were  equal  to  an  English  penny;  the 
Indians  called  the  black  “Suck-au-hock”,  and  the  white, 
which  was  made  from  the  stem  of  periwinkle  shells  and 


[12] 


I 

I 


4 


TJB8aHA>IOUa  V  ^ 


rt£fC^43nol  iMdS  yjM  »fi^  nworfe  al  dsfnoloa  «jiw  il  iiuii 
“ia'l  lo  ci->ba;ir61  ari^  to  s^no  sd  o^  odw 

310*1^  qif  bfid‘‘  2^7  It^urnwaS  jtilVi,i$dl  xil  «d}i/oin 

*  .anaflMsI  ofW  lo  biwl  ^al  dii  *!0t  basTs 
dril/  1970  sliina  yafft  dj9tir»\yT  To  sW 

89Uit  n9£iw^,enoi^9Beji£i^  bio  9&odi  lokl'aedn^^ii^'*  s^itasY' 
^asiid  B  loited/r^t^ritcl  iaaw  bokcl  lo  a^oAiJ  i9;|9a1  o3 

-li^  9[ii  8aia*ii9bn^  siotsd.iod  :atB6o  Mo  owi  lo 
-no  9fli  la  ^ai3tet  lol  ylUeBd  ooi'  miig 

fcoiallxfi  daue  to  wjIbv  erii^IlAon  Jautn  arw  -^gov^  baioJo^ 
-gna  W9W  ni  gqoda  on  oiow^o-jari^  n^dw  ^yob  yfiBS  artt  ni^ 
.moimsiQ  o  8bw  8Jcc)d  ogiBo  lloma  edt  ni  soaqa  ,^;xb1 
lo  auLav  laM^azq  oriJ  i^vo  oiJsjstdui&ao  ^noibnljOfU  bxia 
^aoiol  lo  29105  'coBfn  siswveiodT^  .aofoWio  bs^ioqmi  odl 
-009  bna  ,,2diJ^93l  aasid  wot  yiav  bna  eyefo  oaod^  ni  bfusl 


v4 


i>2 


Jeiit  gninoWonol  oiott  bnamsb'^  bnov  ylQqof-  to  awal  pJUnon 
‘  p  ,>  ;  'd  i'  .dmae  ddl 

2'i59Qqj5  d^uomiaa'iiio  to  nolinorti  bebioosi  taift,9riT  ^ 
bsiBlJogoa  bnjil  lb  oaartoiuq  b  riJiw  noUooniiod  fU  9d  ot 
aieiioBs  ,:iounfii/cnqvB*J  liStw  riaibnaJB  nlji^aO  yd 

-ntaa  9f13  ni  to  n^jiloq?.  2i  rlottlw  .arralbitl  a»3  diwo®  sriJ  to 
OEoia  aaWlj/ortttCI  *‘!93ariowqcbil£W  or^'*  aBiabtoooi  Bicl&lg 
ddoO  yifloH  fUlw  baoig^  ansibal  oiD  dud  .Kbrtuod  9dd  lavo 
19/iJoaB  SB  letal  Hlw  ew  moriw)  nosnidoB  oasal  bna 
nwoJ  odd  99Tt  <xt  (pfuomiB^  to  eiodoiic^tq  lanb^hio  odd  to 
-iooqa  ns9d  bBd  Jadt  9an»t.'B  gnWflm  moil  ^klatanusa  lo 
.fnoo  lo  lodsod  sno  odd  moil  bna  ooiiq  odd  lo  J%aq  bb  be  ft 
dfioig  9no  ovlerwi  od  oiew  aaBibnl  arid  noilaidbiaaod  ni  bns 
900  bna  dubda  bnuoi  )ia9n9bt?7  nl  aitaqa  nt»v98  diddail  aeaid 
-qnaB  bns  ,S^0^  ai  d’naoioaiga  etdd  to  9d«b  adT^  .^d  baaid 
9d  ol  oaadoiuq  aldd  lo  abduod  9dJ  eogbdiwoo^oa  -^oonoiira 
WWOT  TliaSBav^HOSe  od  yawtlad  as  latraa  biowdaow'* 
••.TiHAHidi  wold  .awAiavii  anr  ana^  aoAJ«i^aHT 
IIb  saw  IdoaaonooBa  bns*?'d‘>?.3^^ni3iou8  ,d92a9noa«a4 
blow  nalbnl  add  to  ?:iiiIoci2  bbvtnqq*  eiom  odd  to  adnsiisv 
-bnuol  2dl  i9ddB  aioay  xia-ydnawd  lol  riaidw  j93Sf)S2B00u8 
T.dduondsa  yab  dosabiq'^lo  odd  asw  gnl 
,i^5iij2  ebiow  OBlbcil  erlJ  to  bouoqcnoo  a  ai  biow  idT  >. 
add  ,d96  10  da^boi;  ,rnsia  bnuoi  odd  4oodBU|uiq 
9i9rtw  aofilq  odd  .audd  gnlnsoxn  ;i9d«w  odd,  isoa  ooalq 
moil  dbani  esw  xnuqmaw  bb,,, bnuoi  «i-xnuqmaw  dloald 
goxiaup  od/ ttfoit  obam  2BW,mi;qniaw  dloaid  9dT  .liioda 
9dd  ivfooq  dadgnS  ns  od  laupo  oidw  abasd  ooidd  boa  ildda 
.odldw  arid  bna  ^’'iood-oa-ilouB**  :43aid  odd  bailao  anaibnl 
bna  2il9da  sldlnlUFiioq  to  moda  ddd  moil  obam  aaw  lioidw 


;o 


t 


.  V. 


■r 


AMBROSE  PELLS  "RAIN-IN-THE-FACE" 
MASHPEE,  m9 


^  k 

-  r  V5 

•  -L  i 


''a‘:)k^-attT-vn-vaxa"  zi2a!\  a>09iaBiK 

.Ha'lHZKH 


GOSNOLD’S  COMING 


only  worth  half  the  value  of  the  black,  they  termed 
“wampum”.  The  English  called  both  kinds  indiscrimi¬ 
nately  “wampum”. 

The  Falmouth  shore  seems  to  have  been  a  natural 
ferry  for  the  Indian  travel  between  the  mainland  and  the 
Vineyard,  and  white  men  evidently  soon  became  familiar 
with  it,  for  in  1657  when  the  Quakers,  John  Copeland  and 
Christopher  Holder,  went  from  Rhode  Island  to  the  Vine¬ 
yard  and  were  banished  from  the  Vineyard  they  were  “de¬ 
ported”  in  an  Indian  canoe  which  landed  them  in  Fal¬ 
mouth  whence  they  made  their  way  through  the  forest 
to  Sandwich.  Perhaps  they  journeyed  by  way  of  Barn¬ 
stable,  for  ten  years  later,  in  1667,  a  deed  of  a  purchase 
by  Richard  Bourne,  Nathaniel  Bacon  and  Thomas  Hinck¬ 
ley  from  Quachatasett,  Sepitt  and  Acomont,  all  Indian 
sachems,  gives  as  one  boundary  of  the  purchase  “the  high¬ 
way  which  leads  from  Barnstable  to  Saconessett”,  How¬ 
ever,  they  would  seem  to  have  appeared  in  Sandwich  be¬ 
fore  being  in  Barnstable,  so  it  is  a  fair  presumption  that 
an  Indian  trail  led  from  Falmouth  to  Sandwich  which  was 
known  to  the  white  men  as  well. 

The  Indians  found  by  the  white  settlers  around  Suc- 
kinesset  belonged  to  the  tribe  of  Pokanoks,  who  were 
called  generally,  the  Wampanoags,  Pokanok  means  “Peo¬ 
ple  of  the  Bays”  and  “Wampanoag”  is  translated  as  “Peo¬ 
ple  of  the  East.”  Popmunett  was  the  name  of  the  sachem 
of  the  “Praying  Wampanoags”  along  the  shores  of  what , 
is  now  Mashpee,  his  name  being  translated  “Great  Chief 
Partridge”,  and  his  name  occurs  on  early  deeds  to  land 
in  this  vicinity.  Pah-pon-essett,  or  Popponessett  as  it  is 
called  today,  was  the  abiding  place  of  this  sachem  and 
his  followers,  the  name  meaning  “Place-where-we-stay- 
in-winter”. 

In  1660,  about  the  time  Falmouth  was  settled,  Qua- 
chatisset  was  delegated  to  represent  the  Praying  Indians 
in  the  request  made  to  have  Mashpee  set  aside  as  an  In¬ 
dian  reservation,  which  was  done  by  the  Governor’s  Coun¬ 
cil,  the  reservation  status  being  maintained  until  1872, 
when  the  town  of  Mashpee  was  created  and  the  tribal 
lands  divided.  There  were  only  263  Indians  in  Mashpee 
in  1698  and  by  1764  they  had  dwindled  to  a  census  of  119. 

During  the  King  Philip’s  War,  the  Cape  Wampanoags 
remained  neutral,  save  for  a  few  braves  who  went  to  join 
the  forces.  A  character  connected  both  with  the  war  and 
with  Falmouth  is  Queen  Awashonks,  whose  village  was  at 
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bna  iftati'jaa'^aUii  to  eosiq  gxdbtda  acli  aaw  ,XBbo3  bailib 
-^AJR-aw-oiailw-ooBW’*  gxiinaam  acm/n  9d5  ,8iawcIIot  eld 

o  /'ia5aiw-nl 

,bal^59a  dluofni^  aaii5  arfJ/ooda  ,0001  nl  t 
Rxifilbxil  ^abisnfl  arfi^ixiasaiqai  oS  baJagalsb  aaw  ^aaaiiada 
-nl  (id*bB  9bifc«  *5ja  oaqdEi/lvI  avad  ox  abamo^aaopaitodl  nl 
-flixoO  2‘iofliayoO  ,afW  xd  eaob  eaw  xialiftir  .nolJaviaaai  xtaib 
,ST81  10X1U  bediaixilBxfl  ^slad  aoiala  aoUavtaaai  adJ  ,Jla 
Udht  axil  bxia  baiaaio  asw  a»qdaaM  to  iiwot  ad)  nadw 
aaqrlaaM  fli  analbal  SOS  ^jri^o  aiew  a*5sxfT  .babbrlb  abxtal^ 
.911  to  aifsnao  ii  05  bafbnlwb  bad  ^ad5  ifd  baa  8931  nl 
8>)Xioa#qraRW  aq.cO  6ri5  ,t*W  a*qtlld*I  ^niX  ari5  ^jnhaCIi 
mot  oJ  Jnaw  oiXw  Rav/sid  ^at  s  lot  avjBS  .1*15 i/an  banlaxnsi 
baa  i*w  adi  dllw  zi5od  bojaannoa  A  .aaaiot  adX 

5a  RAW  asA/av  a^dw  .zsUtoiUsrwh  naaop  8l  xltuoxrrijs^  d5lw 
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what  is  now  Little  Compton,  R.  I.,  but  who,  by  tradition, 
is  said  to  have  often  spent  the  summers  at  Falmouth 
Heights.  Queen  Awashonks  and  her  consort,  Tolony, 
signed  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  white  men  at  Plymouth 
July  24,  1671,  and  when  Philip  ordered  them  to  send  war¬ 
riors,  Awashonks  not  only  refused,  but  notified  Captain 
Church  of  the  English  forces. 

Captain  Church  was  wounded  in  the  Great  Swamp 
fight  Dec.  19,  1675,  but  in  May  went  by  sloop  from  Rhode 
Island  to  Plymouth,  and  it  is  recorded  that  as  they  passed 
Woods  Hole,  they  saw  some  Indians  fishing  on  the  rocks. 
Church  went  ashore  and  held  a  pow-wow  with  Peter 
Awashonks,  Chief  George  and  their  warriors  and  they 
offered  him  men  to  fight  Philip.  A  little  later  Captain 
Church  led  the  company  he  had  collected  on  his  journey 
to  Sandwich  and  Plymouth  to  battle  against  King  Philip 
who  was  eventually  killed  at  Mt.  Hope  by  a  Wampanoag 
Indian  called  Alderman. 

Both  the  names  of  Chief  Popmunet  and  of  Queen 
Awashonks  are  perpetuated  in  the  names  of-  whaling  ves¬ 
sels  built  at  Falmouth  in  the  nineteenth  century,  the 
Awashonks  being  famed  for  a  bloody  battle  in  the  South 
Seas  of  which  a  Falmouth  man  was  hero,  to  be  recounted 
later  in  this  history. 

The  relations  between  Falmouth  settlers  and  Indians 
were  in  the  main  friendly  although  Jenkins  in  his  “His¬ 
tory  of  Falmouth”  relates  that  a  Quissett  family  had  a 
woman  and  her  small  son  stolen  by  Indians,  forced  to 
enter  canoes  and  carried  off  to  an  Indian  village  where 
the  mother,  excluded  from  shelter  of  the  wigwams,  per¬ 
ished  from  exposure.  The  lad,  he  says,  after  remaining 
some  time  with  the  Indians,  ran  off  and  returned  to  his 
home. 

Generally,  however,  the  Indians  were  on  good  terms 
and  apparently  took  an  intelligent  interest  in  their  neigh¬ 
bor’s  doings,  since  Jenkins  also  relates  that  in  a  dispute 
over  the  boundary  which  originally  ran  from  Five-Mile 
River,  at  the  southern  end  of  Coonemessett  Lake,  to  Chap- 
paquoit  Rock  in  West  Falmouth,  an  old  Indian  named 
John  Horton  was  called  in  and  led  the  parties  to  a  pile  of 
brush  beneath  which  lay  the  bound-stone.  This  is  remini¬ 
scent  of  the  “Indian  taverns”  or  heaps  of  brush  still  to  be 
seen  at  certain  cross-roads  in  Mashpee  which  are  said  to 
be  very  ancient  in  their  origin. 

Old  documents  bear  testimony  that  the  Indians  found 
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nJbomj^  zioatfma  odJ  &n^q^  rr^!o  ey^fT  o^  Nm  zt 
.jnoJoT  .tioanoa  lari  jmja  a^norfeswA  a99uO  slrfalsR 
rWuof^W  Jb  IJ9OT  s4Jflw  9rf}  rfjiw  09B9q  lo  «  baasia 

-MW  bnas  oj  msfW  batebio  qUirf3  narivr  baa  ,1701  ts  vHut* 
aleiqeO  baiWon  iud  ,bsnuh)i  ^Uso  iaa  aHaotteavrA'.^ii 

4  4^  *  “  .easioJ  riailsna  9<ti  lo  rfaitrffj 

^cwS  JC970  i>rfj  at  babfioow  sbw,  riaiuriO  nlaJaaO 
^xtH  cnml  qoofe  it«»;’Jhsw  al  linj  .Wdr  ,81  .o^  Jriaa. 
b^^  vsrij  bb  JbxIJ  b?bioj»i>.i  Ji  brt«  .riJuomyra  oJ  bnalal 
iioigoiriwl  eaeibnl  smoa  was  ysrO  ,sIoH  abooW 
wow-Woq  B  blail  bne  a-io'riaB  Jasw  rioMrio 
ysxR  btu  afoJnsw  -ilsrl,!  bna  9S-I090  latdO  sMaodaiiwA* 
BUJ^aO  t^al  aiWM  A  .qtfW3  ,*83  oj  nam 

^?rio**  bad  9ri  yn«jmo3  ad,  bal  datudO 

rii«0OTYi3' bna  dolwbnaa  o, 
SfiOnaqxfioW  a  yd  ^oh  .m  ,«  baHU  yllaitlnava  aaw  odw 

t  '■  -  ^  -  -damtaWA- bailaa  njBtbnl 

naaop  to.bna  JanajnqoR  tatdo  lo  escian  ad,  d,oH 

-aav  8fiu»'.dw'lp  aaman  ad,  m  baiao^amaq  aia  sinoriBaw'A 

^  “«  dJijomle^  ,a  ,flijd  riaa 
^i.o8  9dJ  nl  aUiad  ybo-jid  a  -lol  'bamal  sniad  a.’bOTdaawA 
btWnucaai  ad  oi  .oiad  taw  nam  dJuomXa'Ht  a  daldw  to  saaa 

aisMlae  dJuo«iIa3  oaawtad  anoWarei  odT^** 

r  ^!;lw  il?,  riSJ/odJU  ylbdahl  rilam  ad,  ni  aiaw 

a  bad  yllcaal  il  jzziuQ  a  ,od,  eaialat  "rnuumUn  Io’tioS 
03  baoiol  .rrialbnlt  yd  nalois  noe  riarb?.  lad  bna  naraow 
aiofiw  ajToIb'/  rtaiac;!  rxc  oJ  Ita  baxi-usa  bus  9-joxMa  jalna 

■I931‘»<fe  xHOi,  bf.lajj0Ka  .ladJoxii  ad, 
»^«-.8Y8d  ad  .bat  adT  .ovtaoqy.a  xnort  bade* 
eiri  o,  bamuiax  baa  no  .iaT,2nidbaI  ad,  xitlw  axnU  amoi 

8‘vwaxa"aru  .iavawod  .zilaxauaO^*^ 
*1  inaadlaint  xia  iooJ  /.‘naxaqqa  bna 

‘‘a'rfw  yiabx, uxTaxtt *9TO 

03  ,0^  nazaamariooo  lo  bna  madJwoe  ad,  ,a  .lavW 
^xnan  rtsUxnl  bio  xxa  .xlj«om(a3  laaV,  xii  ataoH  lloabaa 

ballaa  siiw  fKilix®  mfol 
Zh  i7mf  'JriJ  'Jfi  daldw  riicaaadxfauid 

^  h>  narbxil  ■■  axU  lo  icraae 

o,  bUz  ^^8  xtoxdw  aaqdaeM  at  abwi-aaota  niaiiaa  ,«  naaa 

Krrrr/x^  ^  0^8^10  lidrfj  fli  ^ndbOB  dd^ 
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employment  in  the  old  Falmouth  households.  A  bill  of 
sale  dated  September  2,  1747,  and  signed  by  Moses  Hatch, 
says  “Know  all  men  by  these  Presents  that  I,  Moses  Hatch, 
of  Falmouth  of  the  County  of  Barnstable,  New  England, 
Gentleman. 

For  and  in  consideration  of  the  Sum  of  One  Hundred 
and  Sixty  Pounds  old  Tenour,  to  me  in  hand  paid  by  Pa¬ 
tience  Hatch  Relict  of  my  Honored  Father  Moses  Hatch 
Dec’d.  and  my  son  Sylvanus  Hatch  Labourer  have  Bar¬ 
gained,  Sold  and  made  over. . .  .my  Right  and  Title  unto 
an  Indian  Man  named  Jube  and  a  Mustee  or  Indian  Wo¬ 
man  named  Peggy  as  Servants  for  life,  which  sd.  servants 
were  conveyed  and  made  over  to  me  by  my  sd.  Hon’d 
Father.” 

The  Quakers  were  given  to  taking  up  subscriptions  to 
buy  the  freedom  of  negro  and  Indian  slaves.  Mrs.  Arnold 
J.  Gifford  has  a  paper  dated  Dec.  17,  1745  which  reads: 

“Then  received  of  benjamin  gif  ford  forty  shillings  in 
Cash  of  ye  old  tener  towards  freeing  my  negro  boy  for- 
tunatous  sharper  by  name  at  the  age  of  thirty  five  years.” 

Another  paper  in  Mrs.  Gifford’s  possession  says: 

falmouth,  July  ye  14  day  1752 
Mr.  Bengiman  giford  I  should  bene  very  glad  if  you  would 
Pay  the  money  that  you  ow  to  me  to  Mr.  John  Hinkely 
as  Sown  as  you  can  Posebily.  One  Pound  nine  Shillings 
and  nin  Pence  I  payd  the  old  indins  for  the  indin  boy. 
You  was  to  give  fife  pound  mor.”  There  is  a  note  added 
showing  that  in  all  6  pounds  three  shillings  “was  paid  the 
Squaw  for  the  Boy.” 

There  is  an  old  Indian  burying  place  on  the  Bower- 
man  and  Gifford  property  on  the  shore  of  Buzzards  Bay 
in  West  Falmouth,  and  another  in  North  Falmouth  near 
Camp  Cowasset.  At  Maravista,  near  Falmouth  Heights 
are  to  be  found  a  profusion  of  flint  arrow  heads,  stone 
pestles  and  mortars  and  other  signs  of  an  old  Indian  vil¬ 
lage.  Long  Pond  is  said  to  have  been  another  favorite 
Indian  camping  ground  of  which  Mrs.  Frances  E.  Swift 
wrote  a  charming  poem,  based  on  an  old  tradition  of  an 
Indian  girl  deserted  by  a  white  lover  after  she  had 
spurned  her  Indian  brave. 
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CHAPTER  III 


A  RUNAWAY  ’PRENTICE 
HE  founding  of  a  town  is  not  as  simple  a  fact  as  the 


statement  of  a  date  would  imply.  We  can  say  that 


Falmouth  was  ‘founded’  in  1661,  we  may  take 
the  date  November  29,  1661,  when  the  records  of  the  lay¬ 
ing  off  of  land  were  begun  as  the  precise  date;  but  years 
and  months  give  us  no  measure,  no  picture,  of  the  inter¬ 
play  of  environment,  coincidence,  and  character  of  in¬ 
dividual  men  that  led  to  the  establishing  of  the  little 
group  of  homes  on  the  shore  of  Fresh  Pond. 

Fortunately  for  the  human  interest  of  the  historical 
narrative,  certain  facts  about  two  leading  characters  in 
the  settlement  of  Succanesset  (or  Falmouth)  throw  high 
lights  on  the  strange  weaving  of  Fate’s  threads  that  drew 
the  son  of  a  famous  clergyman  and  a  little  orphan  lad 
together  at  length  to  found  a  new  town.  These  men  were 
Isaac  Robinson  and  Jonathan  Hatch. 

There  was  a  William  Hatch  among  the  passengers  of 
the  ship  Hercules  which  sailed  from  Sandwich,  England 
in  1635,  and  William  Hatch  built  him  a  house  at  Scituate,. 
on  Kent  Street,  that  same  year.  In  1639  among  the  new 
grantees  at  Mattacheese  (Yarmouth)  was  one  Thomas 
Hatch,  who  in  1647  is  mentioned  as  ‘the  late  Thomas 
Hatch.’  What  relation,  if  any,  William  was  to  Thomas,  we 
have  no  data,  but  Jonathan  was  the  son  of  Thomas.  At 
the  age  of  14  Jonathan  was  apprenticed  to  Lieutenant 
Richard  Davenport  of  Salem,  and  it  is  fair  to  presume  that 
his  father  was  then  dead  or  he  would  not  have  been 
separated  from  his  family,  since  sons  were  such  an  asset 
in  the  pioneer  work  of  the  early  settlers. 

Two  years  later,  in  1640,  when  16  years  old,  Jonathan 
had  run  away  from  the  lieutenant  and  was  apprehended 
in  Boston  where  he  was  sentenced  ‘to  be  severly  whipt 
and  for  the  present  is  committed  for  a  slave  to  Lieutenant 
Davenport.”  Jonathan’s  judgment  was  against  complying 
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4ari^  icaa  aso  sW  .>clqfni  blwow  93ab  b 
dalai  sw  .Idfil  al  'ftobnaol*  taw  ri^ubmla'^  > 

-YJii  aii^  lo  aMoodi  ari^  rrariw  .fdOt  lednievoff  9)£b  adS 
87ja9^  ^ud‘;e;tj&b  ^8^D0^q  arfj  aa  auig^cf  aiew  boBl  lo  llo  ^at 
-T9ini  9£JJ  Jo  ,9w3olq  oa  .^TjZBaia  on  aii  svij  axUnom  fana 
-nl  lo  ^aJaai^o  Oaa  .9da9t>lanioo  ,in3'nnoilvti8  Xo  yalq 
aiJill  adJ  io  snldt^fidB^aa  9fU  o3  bel  JBdJ  asm  tci/btvlb 

,baoH  d09V?  to  9wds  art3  no  aanxbil  lo  qiiotnj 
lAoiioJtld  arfJ  lo  ^asiatnl  itzausd  odi  toI 
at  iisSoBiado  anibaai  owi  iuoda  aooal  nialido  .avUaiian 
d^Ui  woidJ  (ri^uorafB'?  lo)  Jaaasaaoaija  lo  JasmaU^^z  aril 
W9*ib  JBciJ  cbaaidS  lo  ^nivaaw  a^cist^t  aril  no  airiail 

bal  aariqio  allll!  a  bna  narn^iaio  si;ocnal  a  lo  nqa  aril 
aiaw  nam  saariT  .owol  wan  £  bru/ol  ol  rii^aal  la  iddla^al 

.riolAH  rxjBrilanol  bna  noaoldoH  oasal 
lo  aia^naeasq  arii  ^aoina  riolaH  rnallliW  b  taw  aiariT 
baatgnSi  .doiwbaaB  moil  baifaa^riDlriw  aaiooiaH  qlria  aril 
Ifi  aaxpori  £  rniri  llluri  rioiaH  mBiliiW;bnB  ,dCdt  oi 
wan  "aril  snonia  8201  fJl  .iBay  erojsa  l«rfl  .laailB  InaH  no 
SAixsoriT  aao  hew  (rtlnonnBY)  a^aorioollAM^  iB  aaalasij 
EAinariT  edai  ori3*  za  banoUnam  al  r^6l  nl  orfw  ^rialaH 
aw  .aBxiioriT  ol  z«w  niBliliW  .yuA  li  ^rioilalai'lJMlW  *j1o1bH 
lA  aainodT  lo  noa  aril  taw  nEdianol  lud  .Bl£b  on^avBri 
InanolyaiJ  oi  baaiinaiqqB  aaw  oBritanoL  lo  asB  arii 
ij5rii  ainnaaiq  oi  lUl  aj^it  baa  .fttaiaB  lo  iioqoavBa  biBrialH 
naad  avBii  ion  blodw  ari  lo  bsab  narii  aAw  laxlisl  airi 
iaaas  ns  riooe  aiaw  anoa  aante  /{rimiil  aid  oioil  baisisqaa 

.aiaUi^  Xiisa  arii  lo  Blow  laanoiq  arii  at 
nad3anol  ,bio  aisax  dXlriariw  ,0i^dl  nt  ,iaisX  aisa^  owT 
bobnariaiqqs  asw  bns  infixiainaU  arii  moil  ^^sws  nni  bsri 
iqiriw  ^iiavaa  ad  oi*  baanoinae  asw  ari  aiariw  rzoiaoa  al 
insnaii/alJ  oi  avalz  a  lol  baiilnxmoo  ei  inaaaiq  arii  lol  baa 
Tialxlqraao  iinlBsa  zaw  inamsbr/t  a'osriisnoi  'MioqnavsG 


,1  ' 


a 

*'‘'f  « 


’•k; 


1;  .  ,  )  i 


THE  RUNAWAY  ’PRENTICE 


With  the  order  to  return  to  his  previous  master,  and  he 
escaped  and  made  his  way  back  to  Yarmouth.  It  has 
been  said  that  his  mother  was  living  there,  and  certainly 
the  next  year  or  two  would  appear  as  though  he  had  a 
home  in  which  discipline  was  not  strict,  for  a  short  while 
after  arriving,  in  Dec.  1640,  Captain  Nicholas  Sympkins 
charged  Jonathan  with  slandering  him.  Jonathan  came 
out  of  this  very  well,  for  he  was  found  not  guilty  and 
Sympkins  himself  was  fined  40  shillings.  By  spring  the 
town  was  concerning  itself  over  Jonathan’s  mode  of  life, 
and  in  March  he  was  “taken  as  a  vagabond  and  for  his 
misdemeanors  was  censured  to  be  whipt  and  sent  from 
constable  to  constable  to  Lieutenant  Davenport  in  Salem.” 

Jonathan  apparently  argued  his  cause  with  convic¬ 
tion,  for  a  month  later  the  court  reconsidered  its  sentence 
and  he  was  “appointed  to  dwell  with  Mr.  Stephen  Hopkins 
at  Yarmouth.”  Mr.  Stephen  Hopkins  had  been  a  May¬ 
flower  passenger  and  was  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
Yarmouth,  where  he  had  built  a  house  in  1638.  The 
whole  early  story  of  Jonathan  Hatch  seems  to  be  the 
tragedy  of  a  high-spirited,  independent,  sturdy  lad,  who 
stood  up  for  himself  when  older  men  tried  to  tyrannize 
over  him,  but  yet  impressed  the  elders  with  his  good 
qualities  so  that  in  reversing  their  sentence  after  Lieut¬ 
enant  Davenport’s  plea,  instead  of  ordering  Jonathan  to 
be  ‘a  slave,’  they  merely  ‘appointed’  him  to  dwell  with  Mr. 
Hopkins,  which  he  did  until  the  latter’s  death  in  1644. 

Again  Jonathan  was  left  alone  in  the  world,  and  he 
did  the  natural  thing  for  a  youth  of  20  of  his  tempera¬ 
ment;  in  1645  he  went  a-soldiering  with  Myles  Standish 
against  the  Narragansett  Indians.  Returning  from  the 
campaign  he  did  another  natural  thing,  he  got  him  a 
wife,  marrying  Sarah  Rowley,  April  11,  1646.  It  is  sup¬ 
posed  that  thereafter  he  lived  in  West  Barnstable  on  the 
farm  of  his  wife’s  father,  Henry  Rowley. 

Jonathan,  we  have  seen,  had  an  independent 
temperament,  therefore  we  need  not  be  surprised  to  find 
him,  five  years  later,  Oct.  7,  1651,  had  up  before  the  court 
with  Samuel  Hinckley  for  hiring  land  of  the  Indians,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  law.  Jonathan  had  been  left  no  patrimony, 
and  this  was  evidently  an  essay  to  strike  out  for  himself. 
He  had  probably  picked  up  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
Indian  language  and  become  most  friendly  with  the 
South  Sea  Indians  of  this  neighborhood,  for  in  March, 
1652,  he  was  prosecuted  for  furnishing  an  Indian  with  gun. 
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ert  ban  ^  molveiq  zlri  oi  ntu^et  oi  i^bio  eril  riiiw 

tfui  31  .rUsrormaY  oS  :loj^  ^bvt  aiil  ^sm  bnjs  bsqjsosd 
^lxilj5J*:eD  bne  ,3isfW  snlvtl  ajsw  elx!  Jisrfl  bljsa  asdd 

£  bflxl  9rf  rlgrioffl  ee  *i6i^qq£  Jbioov/  owJ  lo  isd^  Jxsin  9ffl 
siiriw  J*rorfB  £  uot  Jon  asw  ^^nUqJoafb  rfoi/lw  nl  Okinorl 

anWqmx3  E£:orfDlM  ni^JqisO  ,0^01  .oeQ  ai  .gnlvt'na  i^JIb 
sniBo  HBriJaaoL  mlri  giTh9bn£la  fljrw  n/sdUariol  bagiBxIs 
bflBjcJiJiig  Jon  baups  eaw  3ri  lol  .IJbw  ^lov  ziits  \o  3uo 
offJ  "gnhqs  vH  .ag/xJfliita  01^  benil  2£W  lloamlri  cxxlJlQcnYg 
,9Ui  lo  obom  a'n-urfsJxjnoi  jam  lloeJt  gnlxna^noD  zew  nwol 
aid  lol  bna  haociu^v  b  aB  ajiw  ari.  rfoiBM  rtJ  bna 

rnoit  Jfiaa  bn£  Jqlrfw  ad  aJ  baiuaaoo  rbw  aionasm9b?Ara 
’'.m&lne  ni  lioquavga  ^/UMisJuaiJ  oJ  aldBJzaoo  o3  sidaJznoo 
-aivnoo  rfJlw  aauso  aUf  baugis  nBrUkaol 

aonaJciae  aJlba'seblanc/oa'i  Jiiiod  adJ  tVsI  dJaom  b  lol  ^olj' 
arriAjoH  nadqeJQ  .iM  ri^iw  Jfawb  aJ  baioloqqjs^  bbw  ad  bna 
“>£bM  b  nat>d  bad  ajai)(qoH  nadqaJS  ,iM  ^'.dJuaonjiY  Jb, 
io  taostJio  gafbftal  acU  to  one  dtrw  bflB  lagnaeaAq  lawoll 
adT  .86dJ  nJ  aajjod  £  JIU/d  bBd  ad  aiorlw  ^lUirofinAY 
aiU  ad  oJ  zmaas  daijcH  xuadifiaoL  lo  ^loJa  ^Iics  aiodw 
odw  .bfil  icbiiiJa  , Jnabn  aqabid  ,baJldqe-dgid  a  lo  ^agax) 
sstaixjBJXJ  oJ  baixJ  (j^m  joblo  nadw  lla&mtd  lot  qa  booJz 
boos  sbf  dilw  ziabia  adJ  boaasiqml  Jox  3ud  \jrald  lavo 
-^uaU  jaJts  aonoJaez  liariJ  gatoiavai^ni  3sd3  oz  aaWlIajjp 
oJ  niixfJanol  gnnobio  lo  bBsJ&ni  .aalq  a'  JioqnayaQ  Jusna 
.tM  tiliv  llovrb  o3  fair!  ’faaJoioqqfi*  yiaiam  ^adj  \arate  a’  ad‘ 
.^>et  ni  dJasb  a’ta^sl  axW  iWru/  bib  ad  rloidw  .axxWqoH 
ad  baa  .bliow  edJ  ni  ynola  Jlai  taw  nadJanoi  niagA 
-’£iaq(TraJ  aid  lo  OS  lo  dino'^  a  lol  gnldJ  lamjan  ad^  bib 
rfalbnaia  seiy^M  dJtw  gnlialblot-c  J/iow  ad  ni  ;Jadm 
adi  raoTt  gnlmaJafl  .anaibnl  iJap.aagQiiaH  adJ  JsniasB 
a  OTiii  Jog  od  .gnbiJ  iBiw;Jafi  ladJona  bib  ad  asiBqm/ij 
-qua  Bl  Jl  JX  liiqA  ,\[aiwoH  daiag  gni^iiaxn  ,aliw 

ail^  no  sWaJeJuafl  JaeW  ni  bavfi  od  JadJ  batioa., 

'/T  .'^aiwoH  ^(TnaH'\tacUfll  B’allw  aid  lo  axial  ^ 
Jnabnaqabnt^  na  bad  v^avad  aw^  ,nad4anol^  <r 

ball  oJ  bazhqjuz  ad  Jon  boon  aw  aiolaiad^  ^JnbxnaiaqmaJ 
Jiuoa  axU  aiDtod  qn  bBd  Jc81  .JoO  ,ia4a!  eiaax  •vll  .mid 
-noo  .rifraibal  adJ  lo  bnal  gniibi  lol  ^sIjIofuH  lauroJiS  dJlw 
,xnofaiiJBq  oa  JlaJ  noad  bad  n^riJsxiol  .wal  adJ  oJ  ^laiJ 
.lISBfnid  lol  Juo  aidiJa  gJ  {.azaa  ae  ^Xlnabiva  zaw  zldJ  bnB 
sdJ  lo  agbaXwonTf  dgnoioda  c  qu  bajfoiq  ^idadoiq  bad  aH 
sdJ  dJlw  x^bnaiil  Jzorn  amooad  bna  ogaugaal  aaibal 
,dr)iaM  nl  lol  bood-oddglan  eixU  lo  analbnl  aa8  dJuoa 
,nus  dJ!w  naiofil  na  sntd&ininl  lol  bsSuoaeoiq  zaw  ad  ,S5dI 
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powder  and  shot,  It  was  recognized,  however,  that  this 
was  no  treason  to  the  colony,  but  rather  friendship  for 
the  Indians,  since  the  next  year  he  was  one  of  the  jury 
to  lay  out  the  road  from  Sandwich  to  Plymouth  and  in 
1657  was  admitted  to  take  the  oath  of  fidelity,  which  as¬ 
sures  us  that  he  had  achieved  enough  of  the  world’s  goods 
by  his  own  labor  to  be  a  tax-payer. 

Two  years  before,  Feb.  14,  1655,  he  received  title  to  a 
grant  of  land,  50  acres  or  more  at  a  place  called  Sepuisset, 
which  is  probably  Seapuit,  as  it  was  ‘on  ye  South  Sea’  and 
4  acres  of  meadow  land  in  Oyster  Island.  There  he  dv^^elt 
for  six  years,  a  mile  from  the  wigwam  of  the  sachem 
Paumunecke  (or  Popmunnet)  and  traded  with  the 
Indians  and  grew  ever  more  friendly  with  them  and  more 
trusted  of  them. 

Living  near  the  wigwam  of  the  sachem  Popmunnet, 
Jonathan  Hatch  established  close  relations  with  the 
Indians.  In  1658  some  of  his  trouble-making  neighbors 
charged  him  before  the  court  with  having  ‘justified’  an 
Indian  named  Repent  who  had  shot  at  Governor  Prince. 
Hatch  cleared  himself  of  this  charge,  as  he  had  the 
charge  of  slander  brought  by  Sympkins  years  before,  and 
we  are  left  to  draw  the  inference  that  he  was  a  blunt¬ 
speaking  man  who  feared  no  one  and  occasionally  trod 
on  the  toes  of  less  stalwart  souls. 

Throughout  his  life  he  seems  to  have  remained  on 
terms  with  the  Indians  that  few  white  men  achieved  in 
those  days,  most  regarding  them  either  as  dangerous  ver¬ 
min  to  be  exterminated,  or  miserable  heathen  to  be  con¬ 
verted  and  civilised.  Jonathan  Hatch  seems  to  have  met 
the  red  man  on  an  equal  basis,  and  we  can  imagine  him 
hunting  or  fishing  v/ith  his  friends,  or  sitting  in  their 
wigwams  to  hear  long  tales  of  folk  lore  that  would  be  in¬ 
valuable  had  he  handed  them  down.  In  1670,  when  he 
was  conducting  an  ‘ordinary’  or  inn  in  Succanessett, 
Jonathan  was  fined  3  pounds  for  selling  liquor  to  the 
Indians,  and  somehow  one  imagines  him  as  handing  a 
heart-warming  tot  to  a  red  skin  out  of  friendship  rather 
than  as  pandering  to  their  weakness  for  gain.  The  strict- 
thinking  colonists  did  not  view  it  in  that  light,  however, 
and  Jonathan  paid  his  fine. 

Later  yet  he  bought  three  Indians,  man,  wife  and 
child,  of  a  Captain  Church;  that  is,  he  practically  ran¬ 
somed  three  slaves,  and  knowing  what  we  do  of  his  feel¬ 
ings  towards  Indians,  we  can  imagine  that  he  bought 
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ilsU  Jitdi  ,wvywo!rf  ^bsssirngoooi  il  Joiia  bvtB  lobwoq 
lol  qirifcbfifjht  iud^^iXaoioo  dtfr  od  fro8A»ii  o«Paw 

Xii/l  9di  io  srio  isjsw'srf  ifi9)c  \ix9a  arfi  9oai«  .aojiibial  srfj  ^ 

Hi  bOB  oj  riatwbnfla,  xnoit  orfj  ^uo  ^al  oi 

-aa  dai/fw  .tidsbll  to  rftao  dilt  bsjjiUnbB  aaw^rdat 

aboc^  8‘foliow  to  xl^jjona  bavoirioa  sd  jarf;!  iiif  aaiua  ^ 

^  a  acf  a)  Todai  nwo  aid 

a  orf  bQviaoai  ori  ^acai  ,1^1  .d9*Jr  /mtsd  aiao’c  owT 
^ieafii/qaa  bsJiaa  90Js!q  a  otohi  lo  asioa  Od  ^bnal  to  JHing 
bast  ‘aoa  xl  ^uoa  no‘  asw  aa  Jtuqsdfe  ^Idixfoiq  ai  dolriw 
Jlo^;vb  9rt  3i9dT  bnalal  basl  Ufobmca  lo  aeioa  > 

/nodDaa  orft  to  xriawsiw  sill  moil  9lxm-a  xia  lot 

9rit  dJiTT  b^bifU  bfija  (t9axiu/xK|0^  io) 

9*ioin  bits  xn^dJ  liJtw  ‘iibn^i'xl  diorn  lavs  wyiji  bna  aooXbnl 

"  .rnaiU  to  b^oit 
,j9naumqo«i  msdoaa  drit  lo’  mxiVT^iw  aiit  loon  u^trid  ; 
qriJ  riJiW  andWoiei  aaoJo  barieildatas  rio^taH  fusiUsnoi 
fciodri»i9H  galalBfn  aldxxo'it  aid  lo  omoa  Bfidl  al  .analbol 
HB  ’5ortllaut*'s«iviul  dJiw^  moD  9d<l  sioled  mtd  ba»iBdo 
.a-oni'iH  lon  j.oyoO  Ib 'io/la  bod  odw  bourjaa  rtBibnl 

9ffj  fafiii  t>d  aB  .osTBrio  alrCf,  to  lleartilxi  beiBob  daJBH 
bn^  .dioidd  aiB9^  axiidqrinf8  ^xf^noid  idbriBis  lo  a^iBxlDr 
-jTftofd.B  aBw  9d  4BdJ  90x19191  ax  adl  wuib  oj  JlsI  eiB  9W 
bo*i»J  ^lliifioiaBOuo  bxiB  6ao  on  bai/iol  odw  rxBfrf  ^nlaiA^qa 

.aiooa  aaal  lo  2S»at  sxtl  no 

no  bOiifBxnsi  ovBd  oS  h/v^x  9x(  old  aid  Jx/oxlaxjfovlT 
at  bavHidoB  nerti  9iidw  wol  Jsri^  anaibixl  9dl*d|iw  amia^ 

-197  fiuo-i^'Qaab  'isriilo  rn^ril  sialbiB^ai  laoni  ,a*^ijb  aaodl 
-noo  «d  o4  n^dlflod  oldBUjaixti  10  .bsiBniaxiy^xa  od  oJ  aim 
ieai  if^asl  oi  axaaoa  ri^txjH  nBillBnol  .boaiitvio  ima  boJiav 
mid  OfirsBmi  ubo  w  bao  .>xiaad  Jcupa  xtB  no  aam  bsi  9d^ 
ii9dJ  rri  yaUiU  10  ^xxsiii  aid  diiw  gaifi'dl  10  saiJco/d 
'■xii  9d  blixow  JjiiU  9ioi  Xiol  lo  aslBt  s^ol  ib9xI  o4  axxiBw^iw 
od  asriv  .OVBI  nl  ^nwofa  madl  bebaact  9^  bail  etdaoiav  • 
,Jl9Be92iB9.oi;8  ni  xtni  10  ’'OWxdbio*  no  ^nx-lonbnoo  aaw., 
od;!  olt  ioxipd  sniiioa  10I  abwjoq  B  b^nil  aaw'nBd^iBnaL 
B  saibfiBfi  ae  mlri  a^di^ijral  eno  woflaruoa  bri«^  .analbnl 
lori^Bi  qniabasiil  lo  li/o  nida  b9i  b  oj  4ai  'JmxmBW-tXfiod  v*" 
^iotuz  9xiT  .niB^  lol  aasxi^iBW  lioxlj  cd  ^ar/obnoq  aa  nBxll 
,i9V9woxi  Jdiil  imp  ni  J1  woxv.Joxi  .Wb  ?.;^ai/ialoo  i^Wnldl 

aoii’eid'^blBq  /iBdJlBnoL  baa 
boB  6ltw  ,0001  .pjxBibnX  aoidt  Jxiguod  od  loJjaJ 
-xiin  vlIiioliOBiq  9ri  tjjdt  ;doijjdO  nlxJqaO  a  to  ,bildo 
-fool  aid  to  Ob  9w  imiv  soxwonai  bna  ,a«vBla  obidJ  booioa  ■ 
Sdguod  ed  anlQjEjmi  jkbo  ow  ^anaibnl  abiawo^  asnl 
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them  to  give  them  a  kinder  home.  In  1679  the  brothers 
of  the  woman  appeared  in  court  and  Hatch  agreed  that 
they  might  buy  her  freedom  for  6  pounds  and  the  child 
to  remain  with  Goodman  Hatch  until  24  years  of  age 
when  he  should  be  released.  Knowing  what  Jonathan 
Hatch  had  endured  as  an  apprentice,  v/e  may  surmise 
that  the  Indian  lad  had  no  hard  lot  so  long  as  he  lived 
with  Goodman  Hatch. 

The  deed  for  the  purchase  of  Woods  Hole,  as  printed 
by  Robinson  Crocker  Bodfish  in  the  Falmouth  Enterprise, 
1902,  has  a  note  that  the  original  was  in  the  handwriting 
of  Governor  Thomas  Hinckley  and  was  found  among  the 
papers  of  Mr.  Thatcher  L.  Clark  of  Falmouth;  we  quote 
it  in  full  for  its  quaint  terminology: 

“To  all  people  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come 

Job  (No(ta)ntico,  son  of  Thomas  Notantico,  Indyan 
sendeth  greeting,  &;c.  Know  yee  that  I,  the  said  Job 
of  Suckanessett  in  the  Government  of  New  Plymouth, 
vnderstanding  that  my  father,  the  said  N(ac)antico, 
Sachem  for  many  years  since,  about  or  before  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  Suckanessett  plantation,  freely  and  absolutely 
grant  and  gave  vnto  Jonathan  Hatch,  senior  of  the  said 
Suckanessett,  all  track  of  lands,  or  neck  of  land,  com¬ 
monly  called  Woods  Hole  Neck,  excepting  a  part  wch  he 
said  No(cu)ntico  reserved  for  himself  and  his  heirs  and 
assgns  wch  afterward  on  some  consideration,  he  ex¬ 
changed  with  Suckanessett  men  and  accepted  in  lue 
thereof  forty  acres,  be  it  more  or  less,  wch  was  laid  out 
and  bounded  to  him  ye  said  Nocantico,  my  ffather  at  a 
place  commonly  called  little  Sepuissett  to  be  held  **  him 
to  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever  with  (word  crossed  out) 
liberty  to  cutt  such  sticks  and  wood  in  ye  commons  as  he 
and  his  heirs  should  need,  in  consideration  whereof  (to¬ 
gether  with  ye  right  of  the  sd  Jonathan  Hatches  full 
share  of  taking  fish  in  Masansaguessett  river,  and  ye 
finns  and  tayles  of  any  whales  cast  on  shore  on  ye  said 
neck,  to  myne  and  my  heirs  forever)  and  for  divers  other 
good  reasons  me  at  this  time  espetially  moving,  I,  the  said 
Job,  do  grant  and  by  these  presents  confirm  vnto  him  the 
said  Jonathan  Hatch,  his  heires  and  assigns,  forevr  all 
the  estate,  right,  title  and  interest  wch  I  ever  had,  now 
have,  or  ought  to  have  vnto  the  said  Woods  Hole  Neck, 
to  hav  and  to  hold  all  ye  said  granted  and  hereby  con¬ 
firmed  premises  of  Woodses  Hole  Neck  and  all  the  ap- 
pertenances  thereto  belonging  vnto  him  ye  said  Jonathan 
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'  Tnofttoid  ^rfJ  8T8X  nl  ^.etnotl  isftoW  b  intJtW  dvi^  aJ  sn^til 
Jodi  biTfi  Sinoojti  bb^f^^^qe  naraow  ailJ  lo 

blixiD  aiii  bas  sbnr.wr^  iiiobadJirisrf  >cud  ;risi«f  ^arW 
^a:?is  \o  ^  ftoJ/jli  ancaboiyO  dJiw  nlcraai  oJ 

ni/itfifiol,  )i;riw  yfti'vvofi^i  bagfiaiai  ad  bf.wrfe  3d  nsriw 

aw  ,93Wnaicw^i  ajs  baiubfia  bmi  rfoifiH 
bavW  ad  3js  ^fiol  oa  Jo(  biBfi  oa  bjsri  bfll  a^ibnl  odi 

.fiOisH  nfiifibooO  dJlw 

bo^nhqLSfl  ,aIoH  abooW  \o  ^csriOTuq  a/U  tot  baab'^ariTi 
^aaiiqiajna  dJuoral«^  srf;i  ni  riattl^a  lasiooiO  noanldoH 
grUiiTArbaBri  arU  nl  gisw/lsnlaiio  aW  ^arl^  9)ott  a  atari  ,S0QI 
driJ  ^inooTB  bnnol  aaw  tins  a«fiioriT  loxnavoO  lo 

•  s^ovp  aw  idiwomla’?  lo  3l*xBiOi.J  iarioJBdT  .iM  lo  naqaq 

i^^Ioiuimai  ^olsup  zii  lol  llul  nl  il 
arnoo  Ilsria  alnaes’jq  fnoriw  oi  alqoaq  IIs  oT'* 
njsYbnl  ^oaWrraioVi  ^8BmoriT  lo  noa  ,ooiifl(Bl)oMi)  dolt 
dbl  bias  aril  ,I  Icril  ao^  wccji  .oA  .snlioaTS  fU^bnaa 
.ri^i/om^I^  waW  lo  inaoifliavoO  arid  ai  11oaaa«Aj4oua  lo 
,ooW/ia(o^)H  bl2a  arf4  ,iarf4al  Isrfi  snlbnit«8*iabnv 
-£ij;^od  aril  aiolad  lo  luods  ,aoalF.  e  ^asm  ‘lol  jaariasa 
biifl  .OoilBlnsJq  lla8aafl«daifa  lo 

;  y^blBB  aril  lo  lolnaji  .dalsH  nsrltAflot  olnv  ave^  bna  InsTS 
-0109  .bnsl  lo  ilDan  to  .f'baBl  lo  Ifa  .Jlaeeansjlooa 

arl  rl3v/  li/sq  a  gniigaoxa  ,i!o9>!  afoH  <ibooW  ballfio  ^Inom 
bfia  silari  3trl  bna  llaaialri  lol  baviasai  ootlii(UD)oW  talaz 
-xa  ari  .aoilBiabt^noD  omoz  no  tnawrallB  flaw  xn>}EBB 
aul  ni  loiqDooB  brta  rtam  llo82an/:3tDu8  rillw  basnario 
luo  blBf  saw  riow  .aaal  lo  aiocn  U  ari  .pstob  tjItoI  IootoiH 
B  iB  lariloll  biB3  a^c  miri  ol  babntiori  has 

"'xniri  ^  biaxl  ari  ol  llots^ioqaa  aWlri  bollBO  ^Inommoo  aa£lq 
(loo  bamm  blow)  riliw  lavaiol  anslsaB  bOB  ailari  alrt  ol 
ari  SB  Bnomffioo  a^  nl  boow  bujs  zjiotiz  liouz  Iloa  oJ  laclil 
^  c-ol)  loaradw  nollBiabtenoo  ni  ,baan  bluoriB  ailari  ttri’bnB 
Hoi  aarialsH  nufllBifol,  ba  aril  lo  JrisiT  a^  rillw  larilag 
95(  bnii  .lavli  ltac8ausfi*i«iasBM  nt  riall  snlil&l  lo  apola 
bias  a'H  fio  aiorie  no  Jzbd  aalsrlw  y^fjjs  lo  aal^xtl  bna  ennfl 
larilo  siavib  lol  bn  a  (lavsnol  STlari  ^ni  boa  an^m  ol  «]ioaa 
biB3  aril  ,I  ,gnl/oni  xbBllaqsa  amlJ  »txfJ  ib  am  snoBBai  boo;^ 
aril  miri  oJnv  miflnoa  aJnaeaiq  aaaiU  xd  boa  Ihbts  ob  ,rio^ 
ilB  ivaiol  ^n^tasB  bna  aailari  aid  ,rialBH  nsrilBnoL  blaa 
won  .bfiri  lava  I  riow  iBaralnl  boa  ailW  Jiigh  ^alaJaa  aril 
4o9M  aloH  RbooW  blBe  aril  oloY  avari  ol  Iriaoo  to  ,avBri 
-noo  ^daiari  bna  balnBiatblBa  3X  U«  bloii  ol  tSis  vsii  oS 
-q>.  aril  Um  boM  JloaVl  aioH  aaebooW  lor3aatxn9iq  bsimiJ 
nfirtianol  blBa"  a^  miri  olnv  snl^nolari  olaiodl  aaoruiaaliaq ' 
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Hatch,  his  heirs  and  assignes,  and  to  the  only  p’per  use 
and  behoofs  of  him,  the  said  Jonathan  Hatch,  his  heires 
and  assigns  forever  (excepting  as  befforeis  excepted  to  be 
Reserved) — 

And  I,  the  said  Job  Nocuntico,  do  for  myself,  my 
heires  and  Assigns  by  these  presents  do  remise,  release 
and  quit  clayme  forever  vnto  ye  said  Jonathan  Hatch, 
heires  and  assigns,  all  ye  estate,  right,  title,  use  or  interest 
(except  as  before  excepted)  wch  we  or  any  of  us  may  or 
ought  to  have  in  the  said  Woods  hole  Neck,  so  that  the 
said  Jonathan  Hatch  his  heires  and  assigns  shall  or  may 
from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  quietly, 
peaceably  have,  hold,  occupy  or  possess  and  enjoy  all  ye 
said  granted  and  released  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid, 
according  to  ye  true  intent  and  meaning  of  these  presents 
without  any  lett  hindrance  eviction  me  (**^)tion  suite  or 
disturbance  whatsoever  from,  by  or  vnder  me,  heires  or 
assigns  or  by  mine  own  or  any  other  means  or  procure¬ 
ment. 

In  witness  whereof  I,  the  said  Job  Notiintico  haue 
herevnto  sett  my  hand  and  seale  this  thirtieth  day  of 
Decb  Dom  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  seaventy  nine. 

May  Name  JOB  ATTUKKOO  L.  S. 
Signed,  sealed  and  delivered 
with  a  word  dashed  out  in  ye  sev¬ 
enth  line  before  ensealing 
hereof  and  a  whole  line  interlined 
between  ye  7th  and  8th 
line  before  ensealing 
beginning  wth  ye 
words  (together  wth 
ye  right  &c) 

In  presence  of 
Shear jashub  Bourne 
the  mrke 
Ba.B. 

Bathshua  Bourn 

The  ’bove  said  Job  Notantecoo,  alias  Attochkoos 
appeared  15  Janua,  1679,  and  acknowledged  these 
presents  to  be  his  act  and  deed. 

Before  me 

Thos.  Hinckley 
Assistt. 

Freeman,  vol.  II,  67,  says: 

Old  John,  alias  Mopes,  Indian  (or  “Old  Hope"), 
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1679,  his  testimony  was  taken  by  the  court  at  Ply¬ 
mouth  “in  reference  to  the  little  island  called  Nanomes- 
sett  lying  near  to  Saconeesit  (Falmouth)  and  also  “in  re¬ 
gard  to  a  little  neck  of  land  or  little  island  called  Uckatin- 
cet  originally  a  neck”  belonging  to  a  great  island  called 
Katomuck  (now  Naushon)  and  “another  little  island  lying 
between  the  sd  great  island  and  Nanomessett,  which  he 
testified  “belonged  to  Job  Antiko,  his  grandfather  Com¬ 
uck  and  to  Job’s  father  Tom  Antiko.”  and  “the  said  Mope 
or  Hope  further  saith  that  the  sd.  great  island  called 
Katomuck  and  another  little  island  called  Peskehameesit 
belonged  to  Webacowet.”  “Will  Numack,  Indian”  also 
testified  that  he  had  often  heard  his  father  say  the  same 
concerning  the  islands  commonly  called  Nashanow.’^ 
Webacowet  and  Numack  were  Indians  of  Saconesset. 

Having  sketched  out  these  recorded  incidents  of 
Jonathan  Hatch’s  life  before  he  settled  at  Succannessett^ 
we  have  a  picture  of  a  bold,  fearless,  independent  soul, 
who  had  good  reason  to  care  little  for  the  nartow  life  in 
the  settled  communities,  and  had  found  freedom  and 
friendship  among  the  Indians.  It  is  most  probable  that 
hunting  with  the  Indians  he  had  often  passed  through 
what  is  now  the  township  of  Falmouth  and  seen  its 
recommendations  as  a  location  for  a  farm.  At  any  rate, 
on  May  27,  1661,  Goodman  Hatch  sold  his  farm  at  Sepuis- 
set  to  Thomas  Shaw  who  resold  to  John  Thompson. 
Oyster  pickling  and  making  of  lime  from  the  oyster  shells 
was  the  business  at  Sepuisset  in  those  days. 

Goodman  Hatch  and  his  family  removed  to  Succan- 
nessett  in  1661,  which  effectually  disposes  of  the  myth 
that  Deacon  Moses  Hatch  was  born  in  the  bulrushes,  for 
Moses  was  not  born  until  March  4,  1663.  There  is  no 
reason,  however,  to  doubt  the  tradition  that  Moses  Hatch 
was  the  first  white  child  born  in  Falmouth. 

In  this  connection  we  wish  we  had  further  light  on  a 
remark  made  by  Amos  Otis  in  the  Otis  Papers,  published 
at  Yarmouth  in  1861,  in  which  he  says  “Deacon  Moses 
Hatch,  first  white  child  born  in  Falmouth,  gave  to  the 
town  the  land  on  which  the  first  church  was  built,  now  a 
public  square.”  Otis  does  not  give  his  authority. 

In  1685  Jonathan  Hatch  was  granted  a  license  to 
keep  “a  victualling  house,  retailing  liquor  for  the  enter¬ 
tainment  of  strangers,  passengers  and  others.”  He  had 
in  all  eleven  children,  four  of  them  born  in  Falmouth. 
He  seems  to  have  been  active,  or  perhaps,  instrumental  in. 
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-80faon/;W  bncial  sWlil  orf^  o3  ^ons'i9l9i^ai‘*  riJuom 

-ai  m*‘  ozisj  ban  (:i3fsomt6^)]  SUa^Of^B  xsan 
^atinAoU  bollno  banitU  iMlI  10  boai  1©  iJoaii  aWJii  b  bd  brs9 
bellBo  bnjiiai  3 nets  a  sni^nqlad  *‘3l»aa  s  ^Jf<uilsi!fo  ^sd 
SflfXi  bn al8(  of 3 3tl  ^atkfonn'*^  baa  (noilai^Bid  won)  aiaumoiBH 
3/1  riu^rfw  rusK  bri^  bnAial  Ji)3Ta  t>Ji  e/it  lisaw^acf 

-xnoO  wniBlbninj  stff  |0>iiinA  doi  oj^  b'o^aohb**  boiWsoi 
oqoM  bine  a/lJ'*  bfijs  *Vojiiw»fiA  irjoT  nwitfll  a’dol  oi  bfiB  alow 
beiifia  bnnizi  jbot^  .bs  edl  JatfJ  rilte  yerlJiul  aquH  10 
ctta^eaiD/ldateeH  balt/JD  bn/siai  aUJK  idillonfi  bxxB  ^oumolBH 
o?.U  "nBibnl  .ifoBOiuW  UiW*‘  '^.JowaoBd^jV/  (xt  begnolsd 
9infie  9rty  \r/»  i3iti/5l  eld  biaerf  as^lo  barl  art  JBrtj  baiinaei 
•*.W'oajB/1aBW‘*..i>9ll8o  ebnnlal  odS  ptUnooaoo 

jMsottorynSi  io  ennihal  siav  il:/jsfau5<[.J[>n«  lawoaBdoW 
lo  atflfibi*j/ii  bobmo^i  omdi  3uo  .boii'vloile  shIybH 
,l^e23ffiifc633t/a  Sm  bo}i34oe  ori  b^olad  ettl  e'ri'xj/iH  nadi sffol 
Juoa  J/iabaeqsbxfi  .zaelxeaf  .bloci  js  lo  aw^olq  a  avail ,  aw 
fit  9tU  wc^ijs/t  9fiJ  lot  oiAo  ot  aoesoi  bc^  bMtf  culw 

ban  laafbs^J  bauol  bBcf  bnjs  .aeUxnwmmoo  baU^a?.  odj 
j£iii  dldadoiq  ^Eom  el  31  .sriBibnf  9il^  ^aocoM  qlilabnsiit 
bti^enq  neJlo  5/5/1  s/l  anatbiil  3/14  flilw  arriinuri 
241  n932  bQB  j14t/o/rrla^  lo  qiif<sfiwo4  0/14  won  ei  4afiw 
.olai  'jiifl  iA  imnl  s  lOl  aoilaool  a  en  c.aoi4Bbfieminoooi 
-iJwqoP  4b  mifll  aid  bioa  iIc-IbH  afl/isboaO  ,10(41  ,rs  fio 
.noaqjiiartT  n/lol  04  bf:>R3i  .oiiw  ‘  wan';  i^raodT  o4  Jaa 
2ll3/l2  1342^0  3/11  moit  30^1  lo  aniBam  bna  aritWoiq  lale^O 

.8^35  93orij  fii  40^.- li/Q6a  4£  u’eniax/d  aifl  eaw 
-naooije  cy4  bsvoefroi  ytlmal  etci  ban  rioiaK  aBrnbooO 
xljy/n  oriJ  lo  eoeoq^ib  x^buJooUo  dotriw  Jddl  ni  4433230 
lol  ,39/Uuilud  9/14  ni  mod  p.bw  d‘>4aH  eaeoM  nooaaQ  4ari4 
ofi  at  oaedT  .€dOl  /iotisM  IWoiJ  mod  4oa  3aw  eaaoM 
dolaH  aosoM  lfi/44  nof41biai4  9x14  4d/Job  o4  ,'i9V9wo/l  .noBBoi 

.fUaoarfA’^  ni  mod  fali/fo  34idw  4ailt  ^4  zaw- 
B  no  id^jif  i9/t4Tjjl  bad  ow  rletur  aw  notJ‘»^r/noo  »ld4  nl 
barUUdx/q  .a  iaqa^  3i40  9d4  nl  ailO  soxxiA  yd  obaca  aiifixnoi 
coaoM  nooaaCT^  ayjoa  ad  riobtw  al  ,I8BI  ol  fUi/oimaY  4a 
9/14  04  avag  ,/14i/ofnla^  itl  mod  bfich  B^idvr  JaiU  ,i1o4bH 
wo/x  .4il©d  BBw  ftowdo  4aYif  9d4  dabiw  /to  ba/al  ad)  ixwo4 
.X’Hwfffia  aid  a/lg  4o«  33ob  atSO  *\oiaupa  otlduq 
o)  oeaooil  s  bad/xBts  saw  *dr?4j3H  /xsdlaflot  5801  nl 
-134119  3/14  to!  TOi/pii  9mlia49i  ,98UQci  TiatiUt^iolv  qasd 
bad  3H  •‘.aia/l.lo  baa  aiajino^aaq  ,8*i9snai43  lo  inamniai 
.rl4/io/jilar?  oi  n*iod  oi9d4  lo  laot  .naibUclD^  rtsvaia '  lU  ai 
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the  various  transactions  between  the  early  settlers  and 
the  Indians,  the  purchase  of  Woods  Hole,  for  instance,  in 
1679,  being  made  by  him  for  the  other  proprietors,  due  to 
his  excellent  relations  with  the  Indians  which  made  him 
naturally  an  ideal  go-between.  Jonathan  Hatch  died  in 
1710,  aged  86  years. 
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CHAPTER  IV 


IN  QUAKER  DRAB 


WHEN  the  lands  of  Succanessett  were  first  ‘laid  out’ 
in  November,  1661,  it  is  recorded  that  “Jonathan 
Hatch  and  Isaac  Robinson,  because  they  have 
built  their  houses  shall  have  the  lots  by  their  houses.” 

Permission  from  the  Court  was  granted  first  in  1659 
to  Thomas  Hinckley,  Henry  Cobb,  Samuel  Hinckley,  John 
Jenkins,  and  Nathaniel  Bacon  of  Barnstable  in  this  form 
“Liberty  to  view  and  purchase  a  tract  at  Saconesset.” 
Thomas  Hinckley  and  Richard  Bourne  of  Sandwich  were 
empowered  to  arrange  with  the  Indians  for  the  same.  Two 
years  later  another  group  is  given  the  same  permission, 
so  doubtless  negotiations  fell  through.  This  second  group 
who  were  granted  ‘liberty  to  purchase  lands  at  Sucones- 
set  and  adjacent’  were  John  Howland,  Anthony  Annable, 
ISAAC  ROBINSON,  Nathaniel  Thomas,  Samuel  Fuller,  ' 
Abraham  Pierce  and  Peter  Blossom,  as  of  the  date  March 
5,  1661,  while  on  June  4  were  added  Samuel  Hinckley, 
Matthew  Fuller,  John  Cooper,  Henry  Cobb,  John  Dunham 
and  John  Jenkins  of  Barnstable  and  William  Nelson  and 
Thomas  Burman  (Bowerman)  of  Sandwich,  while  a  little 
later  the  names  of  John  Finney  (Phinney?)  Thomas  Bur- 
man  and  John  Dunham,  Jr.,  are  seen. 

Many  of  these  early  purchasers  of  land  at  Falmouth 
never  became  settlers  here.  Examination  of  the  old 
records  readily  convinces  one  that  the  ‘real  estate  boom’ 
of  1926  on  the  Cape  had  its  first  predecessor  upwards  of 
two  centuries  ago,  and  that  the  early  Pilgrims  were  true 
Yankees  in  perceiving  the  investment  possibilities  of  the 
wild  land  about  their  little  settlements.  With  ships  ever 
bringing  new  emigrants,  and  sturdy  sons  ever  growing  to 
maturity,  a  man  was  sure  to  find  a  purchaser  sooner  or 
later  for  desirable  plots  to  which  he  held  title.  As  in 
those  early  times  the  procedure  of  scouting  out  good  lo¬ 
cations,  obtaining  the  requisite  permission  from  the  Court 
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mood  alBiad  (not  adJ  jadJ  eao  zoonivnoo  xdbaoi  ^b^oo91 
lo  abiBWQu  iosii:joeb9iq  sad!  &Jt  bad  9qaO  adi  no  aCCI  lo 
90ii  919W  ami'ii^aa  \cIiB9  9dJ  JsdJ  bna  ,0:9a  sotiuJneo  owl 
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to  take  them  up,  and  haggling  with  the  Indian  tribes  was 
a  lengthy  one,  the  average  farmer  could  not  handle  the 
details  himself,  and  it  w^as  the  custom  to  form  ‘companies* 
who  employed  agents  to  carry  out  the  business  for  them. 
The  man  who  could  act  as  such  an  agent  necessarily  had 
to  have  a  rudimentary  knowledge  of  surveying,  an  excel¬ 
lent  knowledge  of  the  country,  familiarity  with  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  law  and  acquaintance  with  the  influential  men 
at  the  Court,  as  well  as  a  smattering  of  the  Indian  langu¬ 
age.  It  amounted  to  a  profession;  Bernard  Lombard  of 
Barnstable  apparently  chose  such  a  profes5jion,  as  in 
1641  he  wa's  appointed  a  “mea,surer  of  land”  and  his  name 
appears  frequently  in  that  capacity  until  1677  w^hen  w'e 
find  him  called  in  at  Suconcsset  to  lay  out  new  lands 
there. 

It  is  plain  therefore  that  in  thinking  of  the  founding 
of  Falmouth  we  must  disabuse  our  minds  of  naive  pic¬ 
tures  of  a  little  company  of  pilgrims  embarking  blindly 
for  a  sail  down  the  Sound  and  stumbling  upon  a  camping 
spot  by  Fresh  Pond.  The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that 
“Saconesset”  was  a  regular  real  estate  development,  par¬ 
ticipated  in  by  many  men  who  had  no  intention  of  settling 
there.  Isaac  Robinson  and  Jonathan  Hatch  seem  to  have 
‘been  in  on  the  ground  floor*;  Robinson,  doubtless 
through  the  regular  channels,  as  back  in  Barnstable  he 
had  been  often  associated  in  negotiations  with  the  In¬ 
dians  for  other  purchases;  and  Hatch,  we  should  guess, 
through  native  shrewdness.  The  name  of  Hatch  does  not 
appear  in  the  preliminary  list  of  purchasers,  yet  when  the 
company  arrives  Hatch  has  already  sold  his  farm  at 
Sepuisset  and  built  him  a  house  at  Saconesset.  It  may 
not  be  too  great  a  stretch  of  the  imagination  to  figure 
that  Jonathan  Hatch,  from  his  good  friends  the  Indians 
of  the  South  Seas,  heard  rumors  about  the  Barnstable 
men  viewing  the  lands  at  Saconesset  and  treating  with 
the  sachems  for  their  purchase  and  betook  himself  and 
his  family  thither  ‘on  speculation',  much  as  a  canny  in¬ 
dividual  of  1926  took  up  ‘options’  which  his  judgment  told 
him  would  be  valuable  later. 

Isaac  Robinson,  as  a  type,  is  an  interesting  contrast 
to  the  solitary,  independent,  ‘self-made’  man  that  was 
Jonathan  Hatch.  He  represents,  by  birth,  the  cream  of 
education  and  breeding  among  the  Pilgrim  company.  His 
father  was  the  well-known  and  well-beloved  pastor  of 
Leyden,  John  Robinson,  whose  reputation  for  fine,  tol- 
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erant,  religious  thinking  has  come  down  by  tradition 
through  three  centuries. 

Isaac  Robinson,  born  1610,  came  to  Plymouth  in  1630 
and  to  Barnstable  in  1636.  He  was  ever  a  man  of  in¬ 
fluence  and  dignity,  by  the  force  of  his  character  and 
mentality,  and  in  advance  of  his  times  in  the  breadth  of  his 
vision.  In  1659  he  was  appointed  by  the  Plymouth  Court, 
with  certain  others,  “to  frequent  the  Quaker  meetings  to 
endeavor  to  seduce  them  from  the  error  of  their  ways.” 

Thus,  in  a  brief  dozen  words,  v/as  begun  the  train  of 
events  that  inside  of  20  years  brought  the  honored  citizen 
Isaac  Robinson  to  contemporary  disgrace,  deprived  him 
of  his  franchise,  and  induced  the  m.ood  of  disgust  with 
his  narrow  townsmen  which  drove  him  to  settle  our  town 
of  Falmouth. 

To  sum  up  briefly,  among  the  main  causes  of  the 
founding  of  Falmouth  we  may  advance  the  brutality  of 
Lieutenant  Richard  Davenport  to  his  apprentice  Jona¬ 
than  Hatch  and  the  persecution  of  the  Quakers  in  the 
colony  which  enlisted  the  sympathies  of  Isaac  Robinson. 

The  history  of  the  persecution  of  the  Quakers  in  the 
colony  is  too  well-known  to  repeat  here  except  as  we  nar¬ 
row  it  down  to  two  individuals  who  were  in  Succanesset  in 
1658,  four  years  before  it  was  settled. 

Christopher  Holder  and  John  Copeland  first  came  to 
Boston  in  1656,  were  forthwith  imprisoned  for  eleven 
weeks  on  account  of  their  religious  views,  and  then  ship¬ 
ped  back  to  London.  However  they  came  out  again  the 
next  year  in  the  “Woodhouse”,  going  to  Newport,  since 
Rhode  Island  was  a  refuge  for  victims  of  religious  perse¬ 
cution,  and  there  they  met  the  aged  Quaker  Nicholas  Up- 
shal  who  had  been  banished  from  Boston  in  1656  for  aid¬ 
ing  Quakers,  had  spent  the  winter  in  Sandwich  and  then 
journeyed  on  to  Newport,  where,  it  is  written,  an  Indian 
chief,  hearing  of  his  trials,  made  the  comment,  “What 
a  God  have  the  English  who  deal  so  with  one  another 
about  their  God!”  Holder  and  Copeland  had  determined 
to  go  to  Martha’s  Vineyard  as  missionaries,  preaching 
their  gospel,  bu  t  on  arriving  there,  the  authorities  at  once 
sent  them  away,  having  an  Indian  take  them  across  the 
Sound  in  his  canoe,  landing  them  at  Succanessett,  from 
whence  they  made  their  way  through  the  forest  to  Sand¬ 
wich,  doubtless  having  received  information  from  Nicho¬ 
las  Upshal  of  sympathetic  persons  whom  they  could  find 
there. 
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They  reached  Sandwich  on  June  20,  1658  and  three 
days  later  were  arrested  by  the  notorious  marshall  or  con¬ 
stable,  George  Barlow,  who  charged  them  with  being  “ex¬ 
travagant  persons  and  vagabonds”.  The  Sandwich  mag¬ 
istrates  refused  to  act  in  the  matter,  so  after  holding  them 
prisoners  in  his  own  house  for  six  days,  Barlow  took  them 
to  Barnstable  and  by  his  representations  secured  from  the 
magistrates  there  an  order  that  each  Quaker  should  be 
given  thirty-three  lashes  with  “a  new  tormenting  whip 
with  three  cords  and  knots  at  the  end.” 

Reading  the  unimpeachable  record  of  hideous  perse¬ 
cution  and  cruelty,  v/e  can  only  commend  Isaac  Robinson 
for  his  sympathy  with  them,  which  after  he  had  been  ap¬ 
pointed  in  1659  to  attend  Quaker  meetings  “in  order  to 
endeavour  to  seduce  them  from  the  error  of  their  ways” 
led  him  to  champion  the  right  of  the  Quakers  to  their 
religious  beliefs  until  the  zealots  of  his  own  faith 
denounced  him  as  “a  manifest  opposer  of  the  laws”  and 
secured  his  disfranchisement  on  June  6,  1660: 

No  wonder  after  such  a  sorry  scene  that  Isaac  Rob¬ 
inson  was  anxious  to  remove  from  Barnstable  and  seek 
peace  and  liberty  in  the  wilderness  thirty  miles  across  the 
Cape,  at  Succanesset.  After  him  quite  naturally  came 
other  Quakers,  John  Jenkins,  Thomas  Ewer,  Anthony 
Annable  and  his  daughter  Hannah  who  married  Thomas 
Bourman  (Bowerman).  At  Sandwich  John  Jenkins  had 
been  fined  19  pounds  10  shillings  and  Thomas  Ewer  25 
pounds,  8  shillings  for  their  espousal  of  the  Quaker  cause. 

Robert  Harper,  another  Quaker  who  settled  in  Fal¬ 
mouth  in  1668,  had  been  imprisoned  in  Boston  and  re¬ 
ceived  fifteen  stripes  there,  his  fines  in  Sandwich  total  44 
pounds  which  stripped  him  of  house,  land  and  all  cattle 
except  “one  cow,  which  was  so  poor  she  was  ready  to  dye.” 

William  Gifford,  another  Quaker  who  removed  from 
Sandwich  to  West  Falmouth,  had  been  mulcted  of  fifteen 
head  of  cattle,  “half  a  horse”  and  “half  a  swine”,  totaling 
in  value  57  pounds,  19  shillings.  Other  Quakers  early 
settled  at  “Sipperwisset”  included  John  and  William 
Weeks,  Thomas  Johnson,  Joseph  Hull.  Lands  were  laid 
out  at  Oyster  Pond,  Hog  Island  (Chappaquoit)  and  Great 
Sipperwisset  in  1678,  although  many  of  these  men  had 
been  living  there  since  as  early  as  1668,  and  we  can  gain  a 
little  insight  into  the  value  of  these  properties  by  the 
record  that  in  1678  Joseph  Hull,  moving  from  Yarmouth 
to  Falmouth,  bought  of  Zach  Perkins  the  estate  which 
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Zach  had  bought  of  William  Weeks,  sen.  for  105  pounds, 
although  there  is  no  statement  of  the  size  of  the  estate. 

However,  light  may  be  thrown  on  that  point  by  the 
apportionment  of  land  according  to  the  record  of  the 
first  proprietor’s  meeting  Nov.  29,  1661,  where  8  acres 
seems  to  be  the  customary  size  of  the  lot  where  the  house 
was  to  be  built,  four  acres  more  of  pasture  by  the  pond  for 
each. 

The  names  of  the  original  proprietors  who  took  up 
land  in  1661  at  Succanesset  were  Jonathan  Hatch,  John 
Chapman,  John  Jenkins,  Jesse  Hamlin,  Anthony  Anna- 
ble,  William  Nelson,  Samuel  Hinckley,  Captain  Nathaniel 
Thomas,  Samuel  Fuller,  Thomas  Lathrop,  Peter  Blossom, 
James  Cobb  and  Thomas  Ewer.  Also  Isaac  Robinson  who 
is  described  as  having  already  built  him  a  house  between 
Fresh  and  Salt  Ponds  v/hile  Jonathan  Hatch’s  home  is 
mentioned  “his  house  lying  against  the  neck  and  leaving 
a  sufficient  way  into  the  neck” — neck  doubtless  referring 
to  the  rising  ground  which  includes  the  Moors  of  today 
and  “Katy  Hatch’s  Hill.” 

Tradition  has  it  that  the  first  settlers  came  by  boat 
along  the  shore  of  the  sound,  and  the  likelihood  of  this 
is  borne  out  indirectly  by  the  fact  that  Isaac  Robinson  in 
taking  his  letter  of  dismissal  from  the  Barnstable  Church 
received  one  to  the  church  on  Martha’s  Vineyard,  as 
though  he  had  half-considered  settling  there,  and  stopped 
off  instead  at  Falmouth,  attracted  by  its  natural  advant¬ 
ages,  not  the  least  of  which  to  Robinson  in  the  bitter 
mood  following  his  disfranchisement  would  have  been  its 
solitude. 

From  the  old  records  we  glean  a  few  facts  about  cer¬ 
tain  others  which  at  least  serve  to  indicate  something  of 
the  tj^pe  of  Englishmen  who  settled  this  town,  though  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  reader,  several  of  them  either  never 
lived  on  the  lands  they  took  up,  or  possibly  leased  them, 
or  worked  them  while  maintaining  their  residence  in 
Barnstable.  As  there  were  no  schools,  no  church  at  Suc- 
canessett  in  the  beginning,  there  would  be  decided  ad¬ 
vantages  to  having  headquarters  in  the  larger  settlement. 
We  may  imagine,  though  to  what  degree  it  is  true  no  one 
can  tell,  that  some  of  these  men  may  have  erected  only 
‘camps’  in  Falmouth,  coming  there  in  the  spring  to  work 
crops  and  returning  for  the  winter  to  Barnstable. 

The  ties  of  kinship  were  strongly  influential  in  at¬ 
tracting  new  settlers.  Thus  Anthony  Annable,  who  had 
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lands  lotted  to  him  at  Succanessett  but  never  appears  to 
have  lived  there,  was  father-in-lav/  of  Thomas  Bowerman, 
whose  son  Thomas,  born  in  Barnstable  1648,  removed  to 
Falmouth  buying  of  Jonathan  Hatch  and  Robert  Harper 
as  agents  land  on  the  easterly  side  of  Five  Mile  River. 
His  son  Benjamin,  who  died  in  lived  at  Teaticket 

and  v/as  part  owner  of  tw’o  sloops,  the  Falmouth  and  the 
Woods  Hole,  an  interesting  fragment  of  information  re¬ 
vealing  both  early  ship-building  in  the  tov/n  and  the  early 
use  of  the  name  “Woods  Hole.”  Again,  reverting  to  the 
influence  of  family  ties,  Moses  Rowley,  to  whom  lands 
were  laid  out  at  Quissett  in  1677,  was  a  brother-in-law  of 
Jonathan  Hatch  who  had  married  Sarah  Rowley  of  West  . 
Barnstable. 

The  first  public  road  was  not  laid  out  until  1689  “a 
king’s  highway,  forty  feet  wide,  through  the  land  that 
was  Thomas  Johnson’s  to  the  Little  Harbor,  and  from  the 
land  to  Joseph  Hatch’s  where  the  way  now  goes  and  so 
through  to  the  Five-Mile  River.”  This  was, 'doubtless,  a 
confirmation  of  the  informal  footpath  worn  by  feet  of 
Indians,  of  surveyors,  of  travellers  from  the  Vineyard 
which  in  1667  we  saw  referred  to  as  “the  highv/ay  which 
leads  from  Barnstable  to  Succanessett.  Since  the  Fal¬ 
mouth  church  v/as  not  incorporated  until  1708,  when  the 
West  Barnstable  Church  dismissed  19  members  for  that 
purpose,  many  miles  of  pious  pilgrimage  on  Sundays  must 
have  gone  to  the  making  of  that  footpath  in  the  early 
days  of  Falmouth.  We  are  not  to  suppose,  however,  that 
there  was  no  v/orship  in  Falmouth  previous  to  1708,  for  in 
1700  the  Rev.  Samuel  Shiverick  is,  on  a  vote  of  15  pounds, 
April  7,  quit-claiming  “all  dues  for  salary  promised  when 
he  came  here,”  and  in  1703,  “it  was  voted  to  pay  John 
Robinson  2d  and  Thomas  Bassett  4s  for  work  about  the 
town  house”,  which  seems  to  have  been  a  building  near 
the  old  burying  ground,  not  sanctified,  but  used  for  gen¬ 
eral  assembly  purposes  and  the  next  year  by  phraseology 
is  metamorphosed  into  “the  meeting  house”. 

Schools  did  not  become  a  pressing  problem  for  sev¬ 
eral  years,  until  1701,  when  the  records  first  speak  of  vot¬ 
ing  “to  look  out  for  a  fit  person  to  preach  the  word  of  God 
and  to  keep  school”,  but  the  creature  comforts  were  more 
promptly  attended  to,  since  in  1664,  Isaac  Robinson  “was 
approved  and  allowed  by  the  Court  to  keep  an  ordinary 
at  Saconesset  for  the  entertainment  of  strangers — in  re¬ 
gard  that  it  doth  appear  that  there  is  a  great  recourse  to 
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and  fro  by  travellers  to  Martha’s  Vineyard,  Nantucket, 
etc.” 

Of  the  original  band  of  settlers  granted  lands  in  1661 
in  Sucannessect,  seven  surnames  are  still  to  be  found  on 
our  voting  list  in  1930 — Hatch,  Bowerman,  Robinson, 
Jenkins,  Hamblin,  Fuller  and  Hinckley. 

The  old  Bowerman  house,  with  its  quaintly  bowed 
roof,  like  the  stooped  shoulders  of  an  old,  old  man,  has 
stood  in  its  hollow  at  West  Falmouth,  between  the  high 
moors  and  the  low  salt  marshes  almost  since  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  Falmouth.  From  its  door  stepped  demure  Quak¬ 
er  ladies  to  mount  on  massive  wooden  saddles  on  oxen  to 
make  the  fifteen-mile  journey  through  the  forest  to  the 
Friend’s  Meeting  at  Sandwich,  before  the  first  Friends 
meeting  House  was  built  in  West  Falmouth. 

The  old  house  holds  fast  to  its  own.  Its  present 
mistress,  born  Virtue  Bowerman,  is  married  to  Arnold 
Gifford,  a  descendant  of  the  first  Quaker  to  settle  in  West 
Falmouth,  whose  homestead  adjoined  the  Bowerman 
property.  On  the  wall  in  the  old  livingroom-  today  is 
framed  a  photograph  of  the  original  deed  to  the  land, 
from  Job  Noantico,  Indian  Sachem,  to  William  Gifford 
in  the  year  1673,  A.  D.  To  match  it,  Mrs.  Gifford  brings 
out  the  original  deed  in  which  Thomas  Bowerman  gave 
to  his  son  Benjamin  the  450-odd  acres  and  house. 

‘  There  have  been  additions  to  the  house,  naturally, 
by  one  or  another  of  the  nine  generations  of  Bowermans 
who  were  born,  lived  and  died  here;  but  so  sturdy  was 
the  frame  that  the  original  portion  is  still  clearly  trace¬ 
able.  The  hand-hewn  joists  and  rafters,  the  two-foot 
wide  wall  paneling  of  pine,  disclose  that  two  hundred  and 
fifty  years  ago  the  Bowermans,  father  and  tall  sons, 
built  them  a  two-storied  house  around  a  huge  chimney 
stack  built  up  of  flat  stones  of  grey  schist. 

The  chimney  is  unique  in  this  part  of  the  country 
where  early  settlers  favored  log  cabins  with  chimneys  of 
the  same  chinked  with  clay  and  moss;  and  set  their 
hearts  on  having  a  chimney  of  real  bricks  as  the  mark 
of  fashion.  Other  old  Cape  houses  have  brick  chimneys 
as  a  rule. 

The  Quakers  who  settled  at  West  Falmouth  came 
there  as  to  a  wilderness  where  they  might  avoid  contact 
with  other  settlers  as  much  as  possible.  When  the  Bower- 
man’s  built,  it  would  have  meant  real  peril  of  being 
cast  into  jail  at  Barnstable  or  Plymouth  to  go  to  those 
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settlements  to  traffic  for  bricks  to  build  their  chimney. 
So  they  gathered,  with  back-breaking  labour,  the  great 
grey  flat  stones  from  the  glaciated  hills  of  their  home¬ 
stead  and  built  the  chimney  and  the  wide  hearths  of  the 
five  fireplaces  in  it. 

The  original  '‘entry”  opened  against  the  one  blank 
wall  of  the  chimney,  with  a  narrow,  winding  flight  of 
stairs  leading  to  the  second  story.  On  either  hand,  facing 
the  south,  were  small  rooms,  and  at  the  rear  the  kitchen, 
heart  of  the  household,  ran  the  width  of  the  house  with 
a  great  fireplace  that  would  hold  a  six-foot  log  comfort¬ 
ably  on  the  inner  wall.  Each  side  room  had  a  smaller 
fireplace  set  into  the  central  chimney  stack;  and  upstairs 
the  two  unfinished  chambers  beneath  the  roof  were  di¬ 
vided  by  the  chimney,  and  each  had  a  fireplace. 

Thomas  Bowerman  was  born  at  Barnstable  in  1648 
his  father  being  also  Thomas  Bowerman  who  in  1633  had 
the  contract  for  building  the  fort  at  Plymouth.  In  1678 
the  son  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Robert  Harper,  a  well- 
known  Quaker,  who  was  an  “Agent”  in  the  early  purchase 
of  land  from  the  Indians  at  Succanessett. 

About  1700  Thomas  Bowerman  was  a  Selectman  in 
the  Town.  He  was  also,  according  to  tov/n  records,  em¬ 
ployed  “to  repair  the  towne  house,”  showing  that  he  was 
a  leading  craftsman  as  carpenter  and  builder.  It  would, 
seem  probable  that  the  old  house,  v/ith  its  sturdy  con¬ 
struction  was  built  by  this  ‘master  joiner’;  especially  as 
Mrs.  Virtue  Bowerman  Gifford  has  an  old  document, 
handed  down  in  the  family  as  the  title  to  the  property, 
which  is  a  conveyance  by  Thomas  Bowerman,  dated  Nov¬ 
ember  3,  1727,  to  his  son  Benjamin  Bowerman  of  several 
parcels  of  land,  together  with  the  house  thereon,  whose 
description  appears  to  be  that  of  the  present  property: 
“all  my  Housing  Lands  and  Meadow  Ground,  .all  my  lott 
of  land  on  which  his  house  now  stands,  .also  my  marsh 
and  meadow  with  the  beach  lying  at  Plog  Island,  .also 
that  part  of  Marsh  lying  on  ye  westerly  side  of  the  littel 
neck  in  Wm.  Giffords  field.. with  all  housing  fencing 
standing  on  sd.  land.” 

It  is  impossible,  from  the  meagre  records  that  exist, 
to  date  the  old  house  more  precisely.  We  can  not  tell 
whether  Thomas  Bowerman  built  it  v/hen  he  first  came  to 
Falmouth  or  whether,  as  his  son  Benjamin  grew  to  man¬ 
hood,  Thomas  helped  him  to  build  it  and  deeded  house  and 
land  to  Benjamin  in  1727.  The  old  house  at  any  rate  is 
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surely  200  years  old,  and  possibly  230  years  of  age,  and 
indisputably  from  1727  to  1930  a  Bowerman  has  dwelt  in 
it. 

The  phrase  in  Thomas  Bowerman’s  deed  of  1727,  “with 
all  the  fencing”  has  a  significance  peculiar  to  Cape  Cod. 
Many  of  the  old  deeds  of  that  period  define  boundaries 
of  land  “and  so  by  a  splice  fence  southeasterly,  etc.”  A 
splice  fence  was  formed  from  living  trees  as  the  quickest, 
simplest  and  most  economical  means  of  fencing  in  large 
tracts  of  uncleared  woodland  in  which  were  pastured 
the  great  flocks  of  sheep  and  herds  of  cattle  and  swine 
that  were  the  wealth  of  the  early  settlers.  The  town 
records  are  filled  with  such  entries  as  “the  earmark  yt 
Joseph  Gifford  gives  his  creatures  a  mckrl  (mackerel)  ' 
Tail  in  Left  Ear  and  a  Cut  under  the  Same.”  The  beasts 
ran  wild  in  the  forest  until  shearing  time  when  they  were 
driven  to  Lond  Pond  for  counting,  washing,  shearing.  In 
the  attic  of  the  old  Bowerman  house  today  stand  half  a 
dozen  spinning  wheels,  swifts,  quaint  apparatus  for  con¬ 
verting  wool  and  flax  into  thread  for  weaving  the  home- 
spun  garments. 

The  splice  fences  were  formed  by  bending  down  young 
saplings,  cutting  them  partly  through,  and  lashing  them 
together  to  form  a  continuous  barrier  about  three  feet 
high  along  the  boundary  of  a  man’s  land.  It  is  a  tradition 
in  West  Falmouth  yet  that  on  Seventh  Day,  after  meeting, 
the  old  Quaker  gentlemen,  with  axe  over  shoulder,  would 
stroll  around  their  property,  keeping  the  splice  fences  in 
repair  by  a  twist  here,  a  lopping  there,  a  strengthening  of 
the  lashings. 

Here  and  there  in  the  town  still  stand  old  trees 
pruned  and  trained  in  the  lines  of  the  old  splice  fences, 
and,  to  judge  by  the  survivors,  oaks  were  employed  for  the 
purpose. 

The  first  Thomas  Bowerman  in  Falmouth  besides  be¬ 
ing  Selectman,  served  as  Town  Clerk  from  1703  to  1707, 
testifying  to  his  education  and  probity.  He  was  further¬ 
more  firm  in  his  allegiance  to  the  Society  of  Friends, 
refusing  on  principle  to  pay  the  town  for  the  support 
of  the  minister  of  the  Congregational  Church.  In  the 
winter  of  1705-6  he  was  committed  to  Barnstable  Jail  for 
nonpayment  of  this  tax  and  on  November  4,  of  that 
winter  the  Friends  Meeting  at  Sandwich  voted  to  send 
“a  bed  and  bedding  to  Thomas  Bourman  2nd  he  being  in 
prison  for  the  Priest’s  Rate.” 

!  • 


[31] 


tO] 


EUCKAICESSFT 


Even  Imprisonment  coiild  not  IsrehJ^  dcrwn  Tnomai 
Bawerman’B  a-ahereriCc:  to  Ms  priiiciples  for  conscientse’* 
ssJte.  On  Marcii  19,  1709  the  recorcis  stwjB'  that  the  con- 
Etabie  Eiezed  two  of  his  eoro,  vorth  fixe  pounds  and  sold 
them  for  three  pounds.  12  shillings  rwo  pence  of  tax. 
March  22,  1709  a  cow  worth  three  pounds,  10  shiTirn^  vas 
sold  for  one  pound,  13  shirilng.s  tax.  Jan.  24,  1710  another 
cow  was  seized  and  sold.  Jan.  17,  1715  again  a  cow  was 
tahen  for  his  Priest’s  Rate.  Sept.  9,  1715  the  constable 
took  off  ‘"one  fat  swine  *  Nov,  21,  1716  it  was  two  calves. 
OcL  10,  1728,  five  sheep;  Oct.  SO,  1728,  twelve  pounds  of 
wool  There  seems  to  have  been  a  son  Thomas  Bower- 
man  Sd,  who  was  equally  uncompromising,  for  the  con¬ 
stable  siezed  from  him,  in  1728  three  bushels  of  malt,  a 
linen  wheel  and  a  basin,  to  satisfy  his  unpaid  taxes  for 
the  minister. 

Beniamin  Bowerman ,  to  whom  old  Thomas  Bower- 
man  deeded  the  property,  died  in  1743,  leaving  the  house 
and  land  to  his  three  sons,  of  whom  Daniel  by  purchase 
became  the  sole  owner,  bequeathing  to  his  son  Barnabas 
and  from  then  on  they  alternate  Daniel  and  Barnabas 
in  the  generations  of  Boweimans  tall  we  arrive  at  Daniel 
Bowerman,  father  of  Mrs.  Virtue  Bowerman  Gifford,  the 
present  occupant  of  the  old  house. 
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CHAPTER  V 


DULY  AND  LEGALLY  ASSEMBLED 


SETTLED  as  Succanessett  in  1661  by  the  original  fif¬ 
teen  grantees,  the  town  in  1686  was  incorporated. . 
The  Plymouth  Colony  records,  June  4,  1686,  read 
“Upon  the  request  of  the  inhabitants  of  Seipican,  alias 
Rochester,  to  become  a  township  and  have  the  priviledges 
of  a  town,  the  Court  granted  theire  desires  in  yt  respect, 
&  the  like  granted  to  Suckannesset  inhabitants.’' 

Oct.  25,  1700,  is  the  date  of  the  earliest  book  of  town 
records  extant  which  is  entitled  “This  is  Falmouth  Town 
Book.”  The  entry  relating  to  several  months  earlier,  uses 
both  names:  “At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the  lands 
at  Suckanesset,  alias  Falmouth,  March  19,  the  proprietors 
made  choice  of  Thomas  Lewis  to  be  their  clerk.” 

There  is  nothing  unusual  in  the  change  of  name; 
nearly  all  the  early  settlements  began  by  using  either  the 
Indian  place  names  of  the  spot  where  they  settled,  or 
some  fanciful  title  bestowed  by  the  first  settlers;  and 
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later  adopted  a  more  formal  name.  In  the  old  days  tra¬ 
dition  by  word  of  mouth  was  much  stronger  than  nowa¬ 
days  when  people  rely  on  cheap  and  plentiful  printed 
newspapers,  books,  etc.,  to  record  events;  white  men  in 
New  England  were  so  few  in  numbers  that  their  indi¬ 
viduality  stood  out  strongly  and  only  eighty  years  had 
elapsed  since  Bartholomew  Gosnold  sailed  from  Fal¬ 
mouth,  England  to  land  at  Cuttyhunk,  so  that  it  is  quite 
natural  to  infer  that  the  early  settlers  of  Falmouth  were 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  visit  of  Gosnold,  attributed 
to  him  the  honor  of  being  the  first  white  man  to  build  a 
dwelling  in  this  vicinity,  and  christened  their  town  in 
honor  of  his  home  port.  In  the  provincial  statutes  ‘Fal¬ 
mouth’  is  used  as  early  as  1694,  and  appears  in  old  deeds 
of  the  same  date. 

Economically  the  town  has  passed  through  several 
phases  in  the  two  and  a  half  centuries  of  its  establish¬ 
ment.  Agriculture,  cattle  and  sheep-raising,  and  ship¬ 
building  were  the  first  occupations  of  the  pioneers.  The 
young  men  went  a-fishing  in  small  sloops  that  were  not 
too  small  nor  too  timid  to  run  as  far  south  as  the  Baham¬ 
as.  Mills  were  set  up  to  grind  the  corn,  and  by  1719  the 
grist  from  the  local  crops  was  large  enough  to  cause  con¬ 
troversy  between  the  inhabitants  and  Philip  Dexter,  who 
had  put  up  a  mill  on  Five-Mile  Creek  (Coonemessett 
River)  for  the  benefit  of  the  town,  the  farmers  complain¬ 
ing  that  he  was  taking  excessive  tolls  for  the  grinding  of 
their  grain. 

In  1701  the  tilled  fields  were  of  sufficient  acreage  to 
attract  devastating  crops  of  birds,  so  that  every  house¬ 
keeper  was  ordered  by  tov/n  vote  to  “kill  6  old  or  12  young 
blackbirds,  or  4  jays,  by  the  15th  of  June  next  and  de¬ 
liver  the  same  to  the  selectmen;  in  default  thereof  to  pay 
3  shillings  for  delinquency.”  Game  was  abundant  in  the 
woods,  deer,  raccoon,  quail;  also  marauding  animals  that 
vexed  the  husbanoman,  foxes,  woodchucks  and  wolves. 
In  1717  the  towns  of  Falmouth  and  Bourne  adopted  votes 
to  persuade  the  other  towns  of  the  Cape  to  ‘joyn  with  us 
in  the  charge  and  to  inform  them  that  if  they  will  bear 
their  proportion  with  us  of  500  pounds  that  we  will  make 
a  good  board  fence  of  more  than  six  feet  high’,  this  fence 
to  be  built  straight  across  the  Cape  to  keep  the  wolves 
from  coming  down  from  the  Plymouth  and  Middleboro 
woods  to  prey  upon  their  sheep. 
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DULY  AND  LEGALLY  ASSEMBLED 


THE  FALMOUTH  TOWN  BOOK— €  SHILING 
To  record  all  marridges  birth  and  buriels  and  the 
make  of  raites  and  all  that  is  nedful  to  be  taiken  out  of  ye 
old  book  and  placed  in  this  with  all  towns  bisnes  that  con- 
sernes  the  town  but  not  Landes  begines  the  25  day  of  oc-^ 
tober  1700. 

The  10  of  December  1701  the  towne  being  orderly 
— asembled  together  it  was  voted  that  Mr.  Shiverick  is 
none  of  this  townes  minister. 

The  4  day  of  December  1701  the  towne  of  Falmouth 
met  together  to  consider  of  the  charg  that  did  arise  in 
this  towne  to  be  paid  this  year  for  the  Ass — labor  the 
fourth  the  day  of  December  1-10-0  for  the — 

1701  Runing  of  the  line 

0-8-0  for 

Robert  Rowley 
and  14-01-0  for  Mr. 

Shiverick 

The  earmark  yt  Joseph  Gifford  gives 

his  Creaturs  a  mckral  Tail  in  Left  Ear  1779150 

and  a  Cut  under  the  same. 

Timothy  Robinson  and  Mehitebel  weeks  was  married 
the  3  day  of  May  1697  Mehitabel  Robinson  was  born  the 
last  day  of  Febury  in  the  year  1700. 

Jacob  Gifford  had  a  son  born  the  10  day  of  Aprel 
1700  and  his  name  is  Jonathan. 


The  first  page  of  the  earliest  book  of  Falmouth  town 
records,  copied  verbatim  above,  is  more  than  a  quaint 
document — it  forms  a  cross-section  of  life  in  the  com¬ 
munity  in  the  year  1700,  when  the  town  had  been  settled 
for  forty  years,  incorporated  for  14.  Thomas  Lewis  was 
Town  Clerk  in  1700  and  it  is  presumably  his  handwriting 
and  orthography  we  find  on  the  first  page  of  the  book. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  copy  for  the  casual  reader  the 
long,  and  often  illegible,  history  of  the  births,  marriages, 
deaths,  earmarks  for  ‘creatures’  and  town  meetings  that 
fill  the  book;  but  a  few  records  of  the  early  town  meet¬ 
ings  may  be  interesting  since  this  government  is  still  in 
force  in  1930. 

Perhaps  the  most  interesting  feature  of  glimpses 
into  a  town  meeting  in  Falmouth  two  centuries  ago  is 
the  formality  observed  by  those  old  pioneers.  The  place 
of  meeting  at  that  date  is  not  specified,  except  that  a 
little  later  in  discussing  building  a  new  meeting  house 
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they  incorporate  in  the  vote  that  it  shall  be  used  for  as¬ 
sembling  for  tov/n  business,  so  we  may  infer  that  they 
gathered  in  the  first  rude  building,  v/hich  Rev.  H.  H. 
Smythe  locates  as  near  the  old  burying  ground,  and  which 
was  not  equipped  with  ‘window  Sheaths’  till  1703. 

The  men  who  gathered  to  transact  the  town’s  busi¬ 
ness  dwelt  30  miles  from  the  nearest  town,  a  day’s  journey 
through  the  forest;  we  may  imagine  that  they  wore 
home-made  garments  of  linsey-woolsey  or  homo  spun, 
with  clumsy  shoes  cobbled  by  themselves;  they  had  no 
school  in  the  town,  no  minister  as  yet  (their  church  was 
not  set  apart  from  Barnstable  till  1708);  nothing  that 
would  tend  to  create  a  culture  or  refinement  of  civiliza¬ 
tion. 

Yet,  in  this  forest-girt  hamlet  of  a  few  score  souls 
population,  these  men  adopted  and  observed  rigorously 
the  conventions  of  a  type  of  government  that  proved 
well-founded  enough  to  endure  through  two  hundred 
years  of  expansion  and  development  of  civilization. 

What  may  be  termed  the  ‘first  town  report’,  the  fore¬ 
runner  of  the  199-page  book  of  the  Town  Report  of  1929, 
is  dated  October  25,  1700. 

“The  25  day  of.  October  1700  the  town  of  Falmouth 
asembled  together  and  it  was  then  voted  by  sd  towne  that 
there  should  be  Raised  nineteen  pound  and  five  shiiing 
and  all  the  Inhabitants  of  sd  towne  be  rated  to  defray  the 
charge  of  the  same  towne  this  year. 

for  Mr.  Shiverick  15-00-00 

for  the  fencing  of  the  pound  2-00-00 

for  Assessors  1-10-00 

for  Leftenant  Hatch  00-10-00 

The  same  meeting  Melatiah  bourne  and  Thomas 
bowerman  was  chosen  by  the  vote  to  tarke  around  Eb- 
enezer  Nye  and  Moses  Hatch  about  the  meting  house. 
1700  the  26  December  Ebenezer  Nye  was  chosen  by  vote 
to  sarve  on  the  pettit  jury  the  same  meting  it  was  voted 
that  Thomas  Bowerman  and  Philip  Dexter  sould  repair 
the  towne  house  and  it  was  voted  that  they  should  be  paid 
out  of  the  tresury.” 

Even  in  1700  a  town  meeting  was  not  ‘duly  warned 
and  legally  assembled’  until  a  warrant  had  been  issued. 
“The  25  march  1701  the  town  of  Falmouth  being  warned 
to  assembel  together  to  choose  officers  for.  the  sd  town  in 
anser  to  this  warrant  we  have  chosen  Thomas  Hatch  Con- 
stabel  for  the  year  ensuing  and  Stephen  Harper  is  chosen 
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to  sarve  on  the  grand  inquest  for  the  year  insuing.  Jos¬ 
eph  Parker  was  chosen  to  sarve  on  the  petty  jurey. 
Thomas  Bowerman  and  Philip  Dexter  and  Meltiah  bourne 
were  then  chosen  Selectmen  and  assessors  for  this  town 
for  the  year  insuing  Joseph  parker  was  chosen  Tithing- 
man  Joseph  Hatch  Thomas  parker  were  chosen  to  view 
the  fences  of  this  town  Thomas  Lewis  Town  Clarke  and 
Philip  Dexter  were  chosen  survaiors  for  the  year  insuing.’^ 

In  1703  apparently  the  first  ‘revaluation’  took  place. 
“September  29th,  1703  At  a  towne  meting  held  by  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Falmouth  Ebenezer  Nye  was  chosen  to  serve 
on  the  Jury  of  Tryals  at  the  court  in  the  County  of  Barn- 
stabel.  At  the  same  meting  the  Town  did  agree  and  order 
four  pounds  seven  shilling  and  six  pence  to  defray  the 
recovering  of  the  charge  of  the  town  as  foloweth  1-7-6 
for  the  commissioner  and  selectmen  and  1-10-0  for  the 
Assessors  and  the  Assessors  are  to  goo  to  the  houses  of 
the  inhabitants  to  take  an  acount  of  their  estate  At  the 
same  meting  Isaac  Green  James  Lewis  and  Thomas  Bow¬ 
erman  were  chosen  Assessors  for  this  year.” 

In  1704,  doubtless  following  the  taking  account  of  in¬ 
dividual  estates  by  the  Assessors,  the  town  meetings  be¬ 
gin  to  employ  the  form  “At  a  meeting  holden  by  free¬ 
holders  and  other  persons  qualified  to  vote  for  town  offi¬ 
cers”;  or  “Att  a  meeting  holden  in  Falmouth  by  ye  Rate¬ 
able  Inhabitants.” 

There  is  no  record  of  fixed  salaries  for  town  offices 
at  this  date,  but  all  work  requiring  a  man  to  take  time 
from  his  own  employment  was  recompensed,  as  in  1702, 
for  instance,  it  was  voted  that  the  selectmen  (who  were 
also  assessors)  be  paid  30  shillings  for  making  the  rates. 

The  office  of  Moderator  first  appears  in  the  records 
in  1712.  “At  a  town  meting  holden  at  Falmouth  on  the 
third  day  of  June,  1712,  william  basset  chosen  moderator, 
it  was  voted  and  agreed  that  the  Selectmen  of  Falmouth 
do  lay  out  one  way  from  the  town  down  to  naquisett  an¬ 
other  road  from  the  town  along  the  back  lots  so  far  as 
the  house  of  Joseph  Lawrence.  At  the  same  meting  it 
was  then  voted  who  so  ever  shal  kil  the  wolfe  shall  have 
five  pound  paid  to  him  besides  the  twenty  shilling  wich 
the  Law  alows  but  he  must  be  killed  between  this  and 
the  twenty  day  of  June.” 

It  seems  thoroughly  familiar  to  us  of  Falmouth  today 
to  read  of  a  Moderator  being  chosen  and  the  Selectmen 
ordered  to  lay  out  a  road,  for  in  1930  the  same  offices 
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exist  and  same  powers  are  exercised;  but  the  mention  of 
killing  “the  wolf”  rings  strangely  on  our  ears,  and  so  far 
are  we  removed  from  the  menace  of  such  dangerous  wild 
beasts  in  our  neighborhood  today  that  we  can  find  the  in¬ 
cident  humorous  enough  to  permit  a  jesting  query  as  to 
whether  the  dark  threat  that  ‘he  must  be  killed  between 
this  and  the  twenty  day  of  June”  applied  to  the  wolf  or 
was  a  penalty  inflicted  on  the  wolf’s  executioner  after 
collecting  the  reward  of  ‘five  shillings  wich  the  law  alows’ 
and  the  bonus  of  five  pounds  so  extravagantly  offered  by 
the  town! 

The  Woods  Hole  lots  were  laid  out  in  1677  “beginning 
at  the  south  end  of  the  Little  Neck  and  running  v/esl  and 
by  north  to  the  Great  Harbor”  assigned  to  John  Robinson, 
William  Gifford,  Moses  Rowley,  Sr.,  Samuel  Filley.  Thom¬ 
as  Lewis,  Nathaniel  Skiff,  Joseph  Hull,  John  Jenkin.'-., 
Thomas  Crippen,  Thomas  Johnson,  Jonathan  Hatch,  Sr., 
William  Weeks,  Thomas  Ewer. 

The  Rowley’s,  who  were  related  by  marriage  to  Jona¬ 
than  Hatch,  owned  the  upland  lying  between  Qiiissett  and 
Woods  Hole.  Quissett  at  one  time  had  the  largest  school 
in  the  township  except  Falmouth  village.  Salt  and  ship¬ 
building  were  the  principal  industries.  The  house  now 
occupied  by  Charles  Eldred  at  Quissett  Harbour  is  very 
old. 

In  1685,  under  what  is  known  as  “the  new  Purchase” 
permission  to  buy  land  from  the  Indians  and  lay  out  lots 
in  the  east  end  of  the  town,  beyond  Five-Mile  River,  was 
granted  to  Robert  Harper,  James  Percival,  Joseph  Hull, 
John  Weeks,  Joseph  Hatch,  Moses  Rowley,  Sr.,  James 
Lewis  and  Thomas  Crippin,  Sr.  From  this  grew  the  set¬ 
tlements  of  Hatchville,  East  Falmouth  and  Waquoit, 
(originally  spelled  Wawquawett). 

West  Falmouth  village  was  formally  founded  in  1688 
when  lands  were  laid  out  to  Thomas  Bowerman,  and,  in 
1691,  to  Thomas  Parker,  Joseph  Parker,  Benjamin  Hatch, 
Moses  Hatch,  William  Gifford,  John  Gifford,  Jonathan 
Hatch,  Christopher  Gifford.  John  Jenkins,  William 
Wyatt  and  Thomas  Bowerman,  However,  as  early  as  1678 
land  near  Hog  Island  (now  Chappaquoit)  was  laid  out  to 
William  Gifford,  Sr.,  and  his  son  of  the  same  name,  John 
Weeks  and  William  Weeks;  and  ten  years  earlier,  in  1668, 
an  old  document  says:  “This  record  testifieth  that  Wil¬ 
liam  Gifford  hath  exchanged  with  John  Jenkins  for 
three-quarters  of  a  share  in  the  Great  Hill  Neck  and  John 
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Jenkins  hath  given  William  Gifford  liberty  to  take  up  ten 
acres  of  upland  that  belongs  of  right  to  his  share,  and 
William  Gifford  hath  made  choice  of  Hog  Island  and  the 
land  measurers  having  laid  out  to  William  Gifford  ten 
acres  of  upland  more  or  less  lying  at  the  North-west  end 
of  Hog  Island  and  contains  all  ye  upland  that  is  there.” 
Also  it  is  evident  that  Thomas  Bowerman  was  established 
in  that  neighborhood  by  1668  for  the  document  goes  on 
“and  also  that  Thomas  Bowerman  shall  without  damage 
to  him  dry  his  fodder  on  said  Island  and  to  dry  his  fodder 
ye  point  of  upland  within  ye  said  William  Gifford’s  field 
next  adjoining  his  house.” 

North  Falmouth’s  earliest  settlers  were  Nye’s  of  the 
old  family  originally  called  Noye  that  came  to  Weymouth , 
in  1636  from  England.  John  and  Ebenezer  Nye,  sons  of 
Benjamin  Nye  of  Sandwich  in  February  1688  received  a 
deed  from  William  Bradford  of  Plymouth  to  “a  certain 
parcel  or  tract  of  lands  (whose  right  herein  hath  for 
many  years  been  peaceably  possessed  by  them  the  said 
John  and  Ebenezer  Nye)  at  a  place  commonly  called  by 
the  Indians  Mahegansitt  adjacent  to  Saconesset,  'by  es¬ 
timation  150  acres,  bounded  southerly  by  lands  now  in 
occupation  of  Daniel  Butler.” 

In  1712  Thomas  Bowerman  and  Philip  Dexter  were 
appointed,  at  three  shillings  a  day,  to  lay  out  “the  new 
purchase”  which  included  the  land  north  of  a  line  drawn 
from  Hog  Island  to  the  head  of  Five-Mile  River,  thence 
north  to  the  Sandwich  line,  west  to  the  North  Falmouth 
grants  and  from  Five-Mile  River  east  to  the  Mashpee  line. 
Jonathan  Hatch  was  given  one  share  in  this  new  pur¬ 
chase  for  earlier  disbursements  of  his  in  purchasing  the 
right  of  “Crapish  Indian”  in  said  lands.  “Queppish”  is 
(1930)  still  the  name  of  the  Mashpee  Indian  whose  blood 
links  him  with  the  old  sachems.  William  Gifford  and 
Thomas  Bowerman  were  the  official  agents  for  this  pur¬ 
chase,  on  behalf  of  Ebenezer  Nye,  Philip  Dexter,  Benja¬ 
min  Nye,  Sr.,  Richard  Landers,  Stephen  Harper,  Benja¬ 
min  Lewis,  Jonathan  Hatch,  Jonathan  Johnson,  Nathan 
Johnson. 

The  old  surveyors  left  “a  vacancy  of  three  rods  wide 
for  a  way  for  the  proprietor’s  use”  which  divided  the  pur¬ 
chase  into  two  parts,  hill  lots  and  plain  lots.  Much  of 
this  woodland,  particularly  the  old  hill  lots,  has  come 
down  direct  to  the  descendants  of  the  original  proprietors, 
and  on  the  easterly  end  of  Brick  Kiln  road  today  stands 
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an  old  ‘bound  tree,’  with  a  pine  grafted  on  an  oak,  the 
two  trunks  rising  from  a  common  stump,  each  18  inches 
or  more  in  diameter.  The  antiquity  of  Brick  Kiln  road  is 
attested  by  the  record  of  1712  “we  reserve  in  this  hill  al¬ 
lotment  to  the  use  of  the  proprietors,  their  heirs  and  as¬ 
signs,  the  privilege  of  digging  clay  to  carry  away  or  to 
make  brick  and  burn  them  at  a  certain  place  of  clay 
where  people  are  wont  to  dig  near  the  path  that  goes 
from  Isaac  Robinson’s  to  Benjamin  Nye’s.” 

As  late  as  1886  a  brick  kiln  and  manufacture  of 
scouring  brick  was  maintained  here  by  Josiah  Thompson, 
father  of  Colonel  Edward  H.  Thompson,  archaeologist, 
who  while  U.  S.  Consul  at  Merida,  Yucatan,  discovered  the 
ancient  Mayan  ruins  of  Chi-chen-itza. 

In  1725,  the  eastern  boundry  of  the  town  was  def¬ 
initely  fixed;:  “We  begin  at  a  creek  called  Moonowist, 
Waquoit,  on  a  straight  line  northwest  to  a  certain  tree 
marked  by  a  heap  of  stones  at  the  south-west ,  end  of 
Ashumet  Pond,  from  whence  westerly  to  a  small  pine  tree 
standing  near  the  county  road  that  leads  from  Sandwich 
to  Falmouth,  from  thence  by  the  aforesaid  road  easterly 
until  it  meets  with  Sandwich  line.” 


[40] 


{  " 


•<*/ 


traaeaM^ifOTja 


«*• 


'  •> 

i' 


srfj  ,3i*o  na  no  b^jlaij}  anici  st  ri^iw  bnwod'  Wo  tiB 
^^dofrt  8I-ri0JB9  .QfliiTaa  nommoo  a  niOii  ^nlett  ailnoii  owJ  ? -n 
^^  baoi  xiltX  Moha  iwpi^rts  siiT  .i»r»iTiBib  nl  yiora  ao 
-Iji  Iliri  elxil  fli  9718891  ^ITl  to  bioo^i  9fii  !y9$z^SB 
-rjs  baa  ei.^d  ilarii  ,8iOiJ9lictoi<i  9fW  \o  sau  srfi  oi  ^neoi^ol? 
ol  TO  'iawa^  ^iiiro  oi  YiflI.o  8al»»ib  ^6  889imiqf9fi^  ,Erx^t8 
^jil9  to  ooeiq  fiifi^T99  a  da  rrrftrid  niwrt  bna  JloMd  dJCarn  t 
2908  darfi  ridaq  ail)  laonogib  od  5now  9i«  ‘jiqoaq  aiariw 

•*.8*9^ VI  al:£[8tn»a  od  8’rtoanWoa  oaael  moil 

to  sixjiialiinaffi  bfia  nUTi  ioHcf  a  088 (  za  ^ 

,no8q:no£fr  vd  disd  boniomUrn  aaw  ;lofid  gnlii/ooa 

]d8l3ol09iuioi£  ,no&qrnoiiT  .H  biawba  tfinoloD  ’  to  loflial  - 
9rid  b8i9voo8tb  ^najaouY  ,fiWi9J^  da  loanoO  .B  .U  ^fcliiw  odw 
'  ,aadiTfierfo-irIO  to  mivi  naxaM  dnolona  i 

-t9b  Raw  nwod  orli  madaa^  arid  .8SVi  nl  ni 

.JetwonooM  b^ilefi  :ji99io  b  da  nig^d  sW*"  :;b8xft  xlsdW  i 
sold  niadiBO  a  od  daswridion  snll  dri^iaida  a  no^  ,dlonpaW  ^ 
to  bns .  daow-ddiiOR  srfj  da  zsnols  ,lo  qasrt  B  A^d  baiiacn 
ssid  oniq  llaniR  a  od  iiiadasw  sonsriw  moil  ,bfioa  doniwrlaA 
fiDlwbOfle  moil  2baal  darld  baoi  ^dni/oo  srfd  nasn  jaibnada 
viisdaBs  baoi  bixiasiols  srld  sDnsdd  moil  .dduomiaTi  od  ^ 

’’.sad  dolwbnaa  xiJiw  adsam  d!  Ildnu 


iIJ 


*  », 


■*  '•»  n.f*i 

->»1  V  .'  'J«  HJili"  ’ 


CHAPTER  VI 


THE  VILLAGE  GREEN  ^ 

LIKE  to  the  stranger  entering  Falmouth  for  the  first 


time,  and  to  the  resident  who  has  passed  up  and 


down  Falmouth  ways  for  years,  the  Grepn  stands 
out  as  the  very  heart  and  focus  of  Falmouth  town. 

It  is  fitting  that  it  should  be  so,  for  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  the  Old  Burying  Ground,  the  Green  has  a  longer 
continuous  communal  history  than  any  other  'part  of 
Falmouth. 

The  first  mention  of  a  town  house  in  the  records  oc¬ 
curs  in  1703  when  it  was  “voted  to  pay  John  Robinson  s. 
for  nails,  and  Thos.  Bassett  4s.  for  work  about  the  town 
house.”  The  next  year,  Oct.  15,  1704  it  was  “voted  to  pro¬ 
cure  window  shutters  for  the  four  lower  windows  of  the 
meeting  house.”  In  1708,  the  congregation  having  grown 
to  sufficient  size  eighteen  inhabitants  of  Falmouth  were 
dismissed  from  the  church  at  West  Barnstable  “to  the 
work  of  gathering  a  church  estate  in  Falmouth,”  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Metcalfe  having  accepted  a  call  to  be  minister  of 
the  town  in  the  preceding  year. 

In  1713  the  General  Court  on  June  8,  made  an  ap¬ 
propriation  to  aid  the  town  of  Falmouth  building  a  meet¬ 
ing-house,  and  in  1715  a  vote  of  the  town  gives  us  the 
first  clue  to  the  location  of  the  structure  referred  to  in 
the  preceding  paragraphs.  “It  was  agreed  to  build  a  new 
meeting-house  42  feet  square,  to  stand  on  the  same  lot 
where  the  old  one  does,  and  to  be  for  the  town’s  use  in 
public  worship  and  to  meet  in  open  town  meetings.” 
There  was  controversy  over  this  vote;  it  was  stipulated 
that  “the  old  house  be  improved  to  build  the  new.”  Wil¬ 
liam  Green  and  Elnathan  Nye  entered  their  dissent  form¬ 
ally  to  the  town’s  proceedings.  Eventually  the  dimensions 
were  compromised  at  “to  build  30  by  34,  18  to  roof,  flat  as 
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convenient,  and  finish  only  the  outside  walls,  but  build 
the  ground  floor  and  pulpit  as  soon  as  convenient.” 

It  becomes  obvious  that  the  first  building  used  for 
worship  and  town  meetings  stood  near  the  Old  Burying 
Ground.  The  precise  location  is  not  determined,  but  by 
the  terms  of  a  later  vote  of  the  town  it  would  appear  that 
the  land  from  the  Old  Burying  Ground  through  the  pres¬ 
ent  Green  at  least  was  held  as  common  land,  for  in  1749, 
the  common,  undivided  lands  having  been  encroached  on 
in  various  particulars,  it  was  “agreed  that  there  shall  be 
part  of  that  lot  of  land  called  the  meeting-house  lot  and 
training  field  about  one  acre  and  a  half  besides  the  road 
that  leads  to  Woods  Hole  and  bounded  Southerly  by  Sam¬ 
uel  Shiverick  and  Westerly  by  Silas  Hatch  Northerly  by 
Nathaniel  Nickerson  and  easterly  by  Paul  Hatch  and  Sam¬ 
uel  Shiverick  to  lay  perpetually  forever  to  that  end  as  the 
fence  now  stands  except  before  Paul  Hatches  house.” 

By  1717  the  new  meeting  house  was  so  far  completed 
that  it  was  ordered  that  the  seats  be  chalked  out  and  bids 
received  for  spots  for  pews.  This  refers  to  the  old  custom 
whereby  individuals  purchased  a  spot  on  which  they 
might  build  a  pew  suitable  to  their  own  tastes  and  family 
needs. 

A  vote  of  the  Old  Proprietors  of  Falmouth  May  17, 
1718,  says  “Voted  at  the  same  Meeting  that  the  lot  called 
the  Burying  place  lot  and  that  called  the  Meeting  House 
lot  is  for  the  Meeting  House  to  stand  on,  and  for  a  train¬ 
ing  field,  or  for  any  other  common  use  or  uses.”  Thirty 
years  later  another  vote  reads  “At  an  adjourned  meeting 
held  Wednesday  the  10  day  of  February,  1747.  ..voted  to 
sell  the  4  acre  lot  about  the  Meeting  House  except  one 
acre  and  a  half  exclusive  of  the  way.” 

No  records  have  come  to  light  establishing  the  bounds 
of  these  four  acres.  The  Rev.  H.  H.  Smythe,  president  of 
Falmouth  Historical  Society,  is  of  the  opinion  that  they 
lay  between  the  Old  Burying  Ground  and  the  present 
railroad  crossing  on  Locust  Street,  including  the  present 
property  of  Eugene  E.  C.  Swift,  and  the  triangle  on  which 
stands  the  Mariner’s  Memorial  boulder. 

Taking  into  account  the  indisputable  fact  that  in 
1749-50  a  new  meeting  house  was  built  on  the  present 
Green,  it  seems  to  us  equally,  if  not  more  plausible,  that 
the  common  lands  and  “meeting  house  lot”  extended 
north  from  the  Old  Burying  Ground  along  the  shores  of 
Sider’s  Pond  towards  Shiverick’s  Pond,  and  that  the  pres- 
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ent  Green  was  set  off  from  the  larger  tract,  v/hen  it  was 
laid  out  in  1749.  Bearing  out  this  theory  is  the  fact 
that  the  oldest  house  sites  traceable  appear  to  have  been 
on  Palmer  Avenue,  whereas  the  really  excellent  sites  oc¬ 
cupied  today  by  St.  Barnabas  Church,  Mrs.  John  E. 
Dwight’s  house.  Dr.  T.  A.  Wiswall’s  and  Mr.  Thomas  Keck’s 
are  not  recognizable  as  house  sites  in  the  records  until 
just  before  the  Revolution  Vvhen  we  come  on  talk  of  Dea¬ 
con  Timothy  Crocker’s  house.  If  that  land  had  come  on 
the  market  between  1747  and  1755  it  would  not  be  sur¬ 
prising  for  the  staunch  old  deacon  to  have  bought  in 
there. 

There  seems  little  doubt  that  the  first  meeting  house, 
and  that  built  in  1715  on  the  site  of  the  first,  were  near 
the  Old  Burying  Ground;  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
meeting  house  of  1749  was  built  on  the  present  Green; 
the  rest,  in  the  absence  of  further  documentary  evidence 
is  only  to  be  surmised. 

On  May  27,  1718,  still  concerned  with  the  necessity  of 
preserving  a  perpetual  site  for  the  meeting-house,  it  was 
voted  “that  that  lot  called  the  burying  place  and  that 
called  the  meeting  house  lot  is  for  the  meeting-house  to 
stand  on  and  for  a  training  field  and  for  any  common 
use  or  uses  as  the  major  part  of  the  proprietors  shall 
hereinafter  see  cause  to  put  them  to  or  any  part  of  them.” 

Thirty  years  later,  however,  it  became  necessary  to 
build  a  larger  structure.  In  1749  the  town  voted  to  build 
a  meeting  house  45  feet  square  with  17  spots  for  pews 
below  and  12  above,  but  still  the  matter  was  wrangled 
over  and  the  following  March,  1750,  it  was  voted  “that 
the  new  meeting  house  to  be  built  shall  be  42  feet  square 
and  the  present  house  used  to  build.”  This  new  church 
appears  without  doubt  to  have  been  erected  not  on  the 
site  of  the  old  one,  but  on  the  present  Green.  In  June 
1756  it  was  completed  for  we  read  the  list  of  pew-holders. 
On  the  lower  floor  were  22:  The  Minister  (Rev.  Mr.  Palm¬ 
er),  Capt.  Thomas  Shiverick,  William  Eldred,  Mr.  Joseph 
Bourne,  Eben  Hatch,  Jr.,  Nathaniel  Nickerson,  Lt.  Samuel 
Shiverick,  Capt.  Joseph  Robinson  and  Eben.  Dimmick, 
Solomon  Swift  and  Solomon  Nye,  Joseph  Dexter,  and 
Lt.  Butler,  Silas  Hatch,  Paul  Hatch  and  Solomon  Davis, 
Shubael  Weeks,  Sylvanus  Parker,  Joshua  Crowell  and 
David  Crowell,  Benjamin  Parker,  Ensign  Theodore  Morse, 
Capt.  Joseph  Parker,  Noah  Davis,  Ephraim  Swift,  and 
Shubael  Nye,  Roland  Robinson,  Esq.,  Thomas  Parker.  On 
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the  gallery  floor  were  11  more  pews  owned  by: — Stephen 
Crowell,  Jabez  Davis,  Reuben  Gifford,  Solomon  Price, 
John  Crowell,  Ebenezer  Weeks,  Benjamin  Davis,  Silas 
Hatch,  John  Hammond,  Widow  Mary  Bourne,  Sylvanus 
Hatch. 

It  is  at  this  period  that  we  first  begin  to  visualize  the 
aspect  of  the  old  Green.  The  Rev.  Samuel  Palmer,  who 
came  from  Middleboro  and  had  graduated  from  Harvard 
College  in  1727,  v/as  called  to  the  town  in  1731  and  or¬ 
dained  November  24th  of  that  same  year.  Mr.  Palmer  be¬ 
gan  the  volume  of  records  still  possessed  by  the  First 
Congregational  Church.  He  married  Mercy  Parker  Jan. 
25,  1736  and  his  second  son,  Joseph,  born  June  12,  1739, 
in  1795  had  the  post  office  in  the  house  which  stood  on 
Palmer  Avenue,  about  opposite  the  present  home  of 
George  W.  Jones.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Palmer’s  lands  were  ex¬ 
tensive,  reaching  it  is  said  as  far  as  the  railroad  crossing, 
and  he  cultivated  them  by  the  aid  of  a  negro  servant 
“Titus.”  Legend  recounts  that  Titus,  in  spring  plowing 
time  had  often  occasion  to  admonish  his  master  for  the 
crookedness  of  the  furrows.  “Why,  massa,”  he  would 
say,  “it  seems  to  me  you  might  do  a  leetle  better.”  Titus, 
after  his  master’s  death  in  1775  went  to  sea  in  an  Ameri¬ 
can  privateer  and  never  returned  to  Falmouth. 

There  were  other  negro  servants  in  Falmouth  at  the 
time,  for  in  1732  Deacon  Parker’s  negro  servant  “Cuffee” 
was  baptised  and  received  into  full  communion  with  the 
consent  of  the  brethren. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Palmer  settled  on  the  lot  where 
today  stands  the  house  occupied  by  William  C.  Conant,  on 
Palmer  Avenue. 

Mr.  Palmer  was  not  only  the  town’s  minister  but  also 
its  physician.  He  served  for  forty-five  years,  beloved  by 
all.  His  first  wife  died  in  1750  and  in  1751  he  married 
Mrs.  Sarah  Allen  of  Chilmark.  His  granddaughter,  Eliza¬ 
beth,  daughter  of  Joseph  (“Squire”)  Palmer  married  a 
Bourne  man  and  was  the  mother  of  Samuel  Bourne,  for 
many  years  cashier  of  the  Falmouth  National  Bank.  Mr. 
Palmer  contracted  pneumonia  through  making  a  call  on 
a  sick  person  in  the  east  end  of  town  in  severe  weather 
and  died  April  13,  1775.  He  is  buried  in  the  Old  Burying 
Ground  with  the  inscription  “His  virtues  would  a  monu¬ 
ment  supply;  But  underneath  this  stone  his  ashes  lie.” 

In  1755  Captain  Timothy  Crocker  (son  of  Deacon 
John  Crocker  of  Barnstable)  was  building  him  a  house  to 
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which  he  took  his  bride  Susannah  Robinson  in  1757  and 
here  were  born  his  seven  sons  and  four  daughters: Rob¬ 
inson,  Mary,  Joseph,  Rachel,  Timothy,  Susannah,  Row¬ 
land,  John  Lucy,  Sylvanus  and  David. 

This  house  stood  on  the  ground  now  occupied  by  St. 
Barnabas  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  to  give  place  to 
which  structure,  it  was  moved  about  1889  to  the  eastward, 
where  it  may  still  be  seen  behind  Judah  Nickerson’s  shop. 

Captain  Timothy  Crocker  was  one  of  the  most  sub¬ 
stantial  citizens  of  the  town  in  his  time.  He  belonged  to 
the  Federalist  party  after  the  independence  of  the  United 
States.  In  1775  when  the  dearth  of  shipping  in  the  Sound 
consequent  upon  the  depredations  of  the  British  Navy  had 
put  the  town  on  short  rations,  Capt.  Crocker  was  ap¬ 
pointed  chairman  of  a  committee  instructed  to  procure 
a  quantity  of  cereals  and  other  stores  and  deposit  them  in 
some  safe  place  to  sell  to  those  who  shall  need  and  to  give 
to  the  poor  at  discretion.  He  was  also  authorized  to  pro¬ 
cure  an  ample  supply  of  fire  arms,  on  the  town’s  account, 
and  to  use  the  credit  of  the  town  to  raise  the  money  nec¬ 
essary  for  the  purchases. 

From  1768  to  1782  Captain  Timothy  Crocker  was  a 
Selectman  of  the  town  of  Falmouth  and  in  1799  was  chos¬ 
en  as  Representative  to  the  General  Court. 

Doubtless,  in  1785,  Capt.  Crocker  was  one  of  the  free¬ 
holders  of  Falmouth  who  read  and  obeyed  the  following 
notice  posted  by  Isaac  Robinson: 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 

In  observance  of  writ  to  me  by  Joseph  Otis  Clark  of 
the  inferior  cort  of  Common  Please  I  notify  the  free¬ 
holders  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  falmouth  as 
severally  have  Estate  of  freeholds  in  Lands  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth  to  the  value  of  forty  shillings  pr  annum  or 
Personal  Estate  worth  fifty  pounds  to  assembel  to  gather 
at  our  meeting  house  on  Saterday  the  third  day  of  Sep¬ 
tember  Next  at  fore  of  the  Clock  in  the  afternoon  to  Elect 
one  good  and  lafull  man  to  Serve  on  this  petit  jury  for 
trials  at  the  Next  Cort  of  ginarel  Sessions  of  the  pease  to 
be  held  at  Barnstable  within  and  for  said  County  on  the 
last  tuesday  of  September  Next  which  parson  so  chosen 
are  to  tend  falmouth  august  27,  1785. 

signed  Isaac  Robinson,  Constabel. 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  election  was  held  in  the 
meeting  house,  which  as  we  have  deduced  stood  about 
opposite  the  present  Episcopal  church,  and  thus  was  ex- 
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tremely  convenient  for  Captain  Timothy  Crocker  to  step 
over  to  from  his  own  house. 

An  old  deed  given  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  to  his  son, 
Joseph  Palmer,  “Joiner”  in  1767,  shows  us  that  a  road 
diverged  from  the  Woods  Hole  Road,  leading  to  West  Fal¬ 
mouth,  the  same  road  mentioned  in  old  records  as  “the 
road  John  Jenkins  goes  to  meeting.”  Joseph  Palmer, 
later  to  be  known  as  Squire  Palmer  had  built  a  house  on 
his  father’s  land  above  the  Green  on  the  street  now 
known  as  Palmer  Avenue,  standing  approximately  oppo¬ 
site  the  present  home  of  George  W.  Jones,  and  his  father 
deeded  to  him  the  land  about  this  house  including  “also 
a  small  strip  of  land  bounded  westerly  by  the  land  of 
Nathaniel  Nickerson  and  easterly  by  the  road,  which  I 
have  in  exchange  for  such  a  piece  of  land  which  I  have 
turned  out  of  my  close  to  accomodate  the  road.”  In  this 
house,  Joseph  Palmer,  in  1795  was  to  keep  the  first  post 
office. 

This  road  apparently  took  a  more  northerly  course 
than  the  present  road  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  Green, 
as  Mr.  Samuel  Shiverick’s  house,  located  on  the  present 
(1930)  vacant  land  above  the  post  office,  on  the  shore  of 
Shiverick’s  Pond,  is  shown  on  old  plans  as  standing  at  a 
decided  oblique  angle,  westerly,  to  the  Main  Street. 

We  must  disabuse  our  minds  of  the  present  pic¬ 
turesque  aspect  of  the  Green,  for  in  Revolutionary  times 
there  were  no  stately  trees  marking  it  out,  and  no  fence. 
We  may  picture  the  grass  as  well-trodden  by  the  feet  of 
passers  by  and  the  occasional  maneuvres  of  military  com¬ 
panies.  The  meeting  house  itself  was  not  an  imposing 
structure;  it  had  no  steeple,  but  a  front  porch  with  three 
doors.  Deyo  says  it  had  “sixteen  window's  with  seven  by 
nine  glass  on  each  side”,  a  statement,  which  if  correct 
puzzles  us  as  .to  the  arrangements  of  these  windows 
Manifestly,  with  three  doors  on  the  front,  there  could  not 
be  sixteen  windows  on  that  face;  and  since  the  meeting 
house  was  42  feet  square,  v/e  are  at  a  loss  to  know  how 
sixteen  windows,  each  7  inches  wide,  were  fitted  into  a 
wall  only  42  feet  long.  If  Deyo’s  statement  is  correct,  the 
meeting  house  must  have  presented  the  aspect  of  a  wea¬ 
ther  beaten  old  blockhouse. 

West  of  Captain  Timothy  Crocker’s,  we  think  the  only 
house  standing  at  the  Revolutionary  period  was  that  now 
the  property  of  Mr.  Thomas  Keck,  of  which  Consider 
Hatch  was  at  one  time  the  occupant,  for  whom  Sider’s 
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J99iia  ni8M  9rfl  01  .5(li9iaow  .9l3na  eupifdo  bebfoob 
-ofq  Ixi3d9iq  9fU  lo  afontai  wo  a^.udaa'sb  4zuni  oW  * 
aoxnil  >ciano«0Jov9H  xsi  lol  .nsoiO  9x11  lo  Joaqaa  oopaoiol 
.90x»l  on  bna  Jvo  si  gnijliam  299ii  j^IoJale  on  9i9w  sioxil 
lo  J99l  9xU  xr^bbo-ri-ii^w  aa  aaaxs  adS  awsotq  sW 
-moo  ^lalliixn  lo  zs  c/mnasn  InnolzBOOO  ads  bns  xd  atassjiq 
sniaoqml  na  Ion  aaw  lisaii  aauod  sni-iooxn  orlT  .89tnsq 
991x11  xlllw  ffoToq  dnoil  a  lud  ^afqaaSa  on  bad  SI  iaiisSoaxSti  ^ 

Xd  navaa  dSlw  ewobniw  naaSxia^  bad  SI  axaz  ox^a  eioob 
soaima  ll  xloldw  JmmaSsiSE  a  /‘obia  rloae  no  aani^  sain  , 
awobniw  929x11  la^  aSa^mi^rsatiB  odS  oS.  ejs  au  a^lssuq^^^'l 
Son  bltfoo  9i9rfi  .inoil  ods  no  aioob  90idS  dSiw  /(iTiioltnaM  *  ^ 
9niJ99in  ads  soaia  bna  ;o3£l  SndS  no  ewobniw  no^Jxia  od 
wofl  worul  ol  eeol  a  jta  oia  aw  .siaapa  499I  SP  aaw  ee.noxl 
a  olnl  b9iiil  9i9w  »tiblw  usrlant  7  xloao  ,J:wobnlw  naoixla 
9x1  J  .^.ooiToo  ai  fiioxnaJGJB  a'oxsa  II  199I  t^inn  I/aw 

-aow  a  lo  looqbi  oxtj  bolxia^'.oiq  syad  Ssum  aenod  snMoe/n 

■  .92uoxi2bo/d  bio^  nsiasd  tsxli 

Yino  9dS  ^nixU  dw  ,4i*i9<ooiO  YdiOfnlT  nlaJqaO  lo  JaaW 
won  SartS  aaw  Yiaaoiiulov9H  9x1^  Ja  saibaaSa  Mi/ori 

labhRnoO  doixlW  to  ,1^39^  aamoxlT  ,iM  lo  ^liaqoiq  sxli 
a*i9bl8  xao/lw  lol  .^naqwooo  dxU  amW  9x10*^19  aaw  do^aH 
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Pond,  lying  behind  it,  is  named.  Dr.  Tripp’s  house  was 
not  yet  built,  but  the  present  home  of  Sumner  Crosby 
was  identified  in  1843  by  the  former  Town  Clerk  Charles 
W.  Jenkins,  as  the  home  in  Revolutionary  times  of  Cap¬ 
tain  John  Grannis.  As  Mr.  Jenkins  was  born  in  1805,  he 
had  an  opportunity  to  know  men  who  were  contempo¬ 
raries  of  Capt.  Grannis,  and  may  be  considered  a  trust¬ 
worthy  witness  on  this  point. 

Captain  Grannis  was  an  ardent  patriot.  He  was 
present  at  the  county  congress  held  at  Barnstable,  Nov. 
16,  1774,  of  which  James  Otis  was  Moderator,  and  we  may 
presume  that  he  brought  back  to  Falmouth  vigorous  re¬ 
ports  of  the  situation,  since  on  Nov.  21st,  in  town  meeting, 
he  with  others;  Joseph  Palmer,  John  Nye,  Abner  Davis, 
Samuel  Fish,  John  Bourne  and  Daniel  Butler,  Jr.  (who 
had  accompanied  Grannis  to  Barnstable  for  the  congress) 
were  appointed  “to  see  that  the  Continental  Congress  be 
adhered  to.” 

The  next  year,  the  Third  Provincial  Congress,  sitting 
at  Watertown,  having  received  a  deposition  from  Elisha 
Nye,  inn-keeper  at  Tarpaulin  Cove  relative  to  the  annoy¬ 
ance  suffered  from  a  depredatory  visit  of  the  British  sloop 
of  war,  Falkland,  commanded  by  Captain  Lindzey,  voted 
that  “Captain  John  Grannis  be,  and  he  is  hereby  em¬ 
powered  immediately  to  engage  thirty  good,  able-bodied, 
effective  men,  to  be  paid  by  this  colony,  well  provided  with 
arms  and  ammunition,  and  to  cause  them  to  repair  with¬ 
out  delay  to  the  Elizabeth  Islands  to  protect  the  stock, 
etc.”  The  defense  of  the  coast  was  entrusted  to  four  com¬ 
panies,  of  which  John  Grannis  captained  the  third.  He 
raised  his  company  “to  repair  to  the  Elizabeth  Islands” 
in  Falmouth,  but  we  have  not  at  this  date  been  able  to 
find  a  roster  of  it.  The  company  v/as  later  increased  to 
fifty,  and  undoubtedly  had  many  skirmishes  and  alarms 
in  their  task  of  defending  the  Elizabeth  Islands  from  the 
British  fleet  which  was  constantly  cruising  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  seeking  provisions.  A  diary  kept  by  a  Tory  of 
those  times  has  the  following  entry: 

“May  9,  1778,  Newport.  The  ships  that  went  after 
stock  returned  and  reported  that  they  had  brought  from 
the  Elizabeth  Islands  1500  sheep  and  cattle.”  “It  is  like¬ 
wise  said  they  burnt  the  barracks”  (which  perhaps  refers 
to  buildings  in  which  Captain  John  Grannis  had  quarter¬ 
ed  his  troops?) 

An  agreement  dated  November  16,  1768,  between 
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8«w  WDod  a’acitiT  .tO  .bamfin  al  ,51  bniridd-  ,bnoH 

^deoiO  iJjniTiirS  lo  '^mort  Md«siq  ^rU  iud 
aoIiBrtO  3^^9^0  nwoT  I'jrmot  ofli  id  6^8 1  al  botWIflsbt^aaw 
-obO  ^o  eanii^  \jiBf;oWuIovsH  ril  smorl  driJ  eb  .aaltoet  .w 
9il  a08I  fil  aicd  8RW  aniitn^t  .tM^«A  .lrii.iiiO  naol  al£J  ^ 
^oom^lnoo  9Vjw  oriw  rwm  ^OiUl  OJ  t^inuJ'!<xiqo>ns  barl 
-5eui1  £  bdisbteiloo  ad  bit*  .aiiuiRiO  JqaO  to  aaiiai 

Jnloq  ai/15  no 

^  RJ5W  9H  JolT-JBq  SnBb^a  as  e£W  tiaofiiO  fiifitqBO 
.voVl  .eldBJamr>a  U  bled  azsignoo  xiauoo  arii  S» 

VBOi  9W  btiB  .mJaisboM  2fiw  aUO  ssraz^  riDidw  Jo  >VvI  ,o£ 
-ai  eiJOio^iY  dJuotniB'^  oj.ioed  Jdawoid  arl  JBfU  artu/eaici 
f  ^,^alie^ai  iiwoJ  ni  ,58lS  .voVI  no  sonM  .nolJsuJte  adJ  aJioq 
.Eiv^a  landA  ,9’{l4  nrtoL  .lemla'!  dqazolL  ^^dio 
oriw)  .iL  jalJoH  toinaa  baa  amifoS  nrtoL-,dan 
fagaianoo  sflt  loJ  aJdBJatriBH  oJ  alnxiBiO  batftsqniooDB  ban 
'^•'^  ad  ^BS2M^loO  MciBdilaoO  ocW  5artt  99b  oi"* 

^  anlJJla  .EEaisnoO  tatanivo'ja  biirfT  adJ  4« 

*•  'adsra  molt  noiJieoqab  a  b9vtat>ei  anivarf  ,nw<^JaW  Ja 
'  -vonna  orit  oJ  avlJalai  svoO  nlloaqiaT  ia  isqaail-flfu  ,6^W 
dOOiE  rfEUha  9d5  lo  llaiv  YiTOJAbsiqab  a  moit  baiaJlna  9ona 
b9lov  ,^95bnU  nlB5qeO  v.d  b^bnammoo  .bnaiJils'^ ^law  Jo 
-xns  8l  tlnnaiO  ndoi  nialqaO*  Jarit 

,b9lbod'9ida  ,boo]8  s^aan*  o5  ^Id^aibdmmi 

iillTf  b^btvoiq  Hew  ,inoIo3  eliiJ  yd  blaq  ed  o3  ,n9ni  eviJoelte 
-ilJtw  lisaei  o5  merit  eauao  ot  bna  .aoUtnunima  bna  Exma 
"iloolE  erii  to^>toiq  ot  Ebnalal  riJedasUH  erit 
-raoD  iiroJ  oJ  beJaiiilne  aaw  taaoo  srit  Jo  e«fi3Jeb  erlT  u  .oJa 
5H  bntiW  erti  bomatqao  ainnaiO  oriol  rioiriw  Jo  .aelnaq 
*’abnoia  ritedasUa  eriJ  ot  liaqei  of  ^aqmoa  aid 
ot  9kla  need  eJab  zfrii  ta  ton  evari  ew  Jud  ,rttuotniaa  ni 
oJ  beEfienoni  leJal  aaw  ^tnadnio';  erlT  .tiiJo  i^aoi  a  bail 
amiala  boa  aeriEinriWa  ^nam  bari  ^ibstdaobnu  bna  .jJili 
9riJ  moil  Ebnalal  ri.iecfaslia  erit  anibneJob  Jo  ilerit  m 
-rtalen  orit  nl  anteluio  Yltnatanoo  aaw  ri.ol/iw  teelt  rialjiia 
Jo  noT  a  ?d  tqea  T*^lb  A  .anoieivoiq  aniieoa  i^orfiod 

•.^iitne  aniwoliol  erit  aari  zomiJ  aaorit 

letla  tnew  tariJ  aqirie  ertT  .tioqweW  .8Tn  ^caM** 
moiJ  triguoid  bad  xbcH  tarit  baJioqei  bna 
-93(11  2l  JI"  ".elJJao  bna  qoaria  OOil  abnalal  ilt^esiia  enJ 
EieJei  Eqadieq  rfelriw)  ’  E^oaiiad  erU  tmud  iedt  biaa  eaiw 
-193  uurt)  bari  aUmmO  nrioi  nIatqaO  riotdw  ni  sanibliud  ot 
o  .  (<:aqpott  airibe 
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James  Bowdoin  (afterward  Governor  of  Massachusetts) 
and  others,  and  Isaac  Robinson  whom  we  presume  to  have 
been  the  Falmouth  “Constabel”  in  1787,  gives  an  interest¬ 
ing  picture  of  the  Elizabeth  Islands  at  this  period  and 
shows  why  the  British  could  obtain  such  ample  supplies 
of  livestock  there,  and  why  the  Provincial  Congress  deem¬ 
ed  it  important  to  send  Captain  John  Grannis  to  defend 
them.  We  reproduce  it  by  courtesy  of  Miss  Minerva  F. 
Maxfield  of  New  Bedford. 

“To  All  People  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  Come 
Know  ye  that  William  Bowdoin  &  James  Bowdoin  Own¬ 
ers  of  the  Island  Naushana  and  John  Read  of  Boston  who 
hath  hyred  part  of  said  Island  on  the  one  Part  &  Isaac 
Robinson  of  Chilmark  Yeoman  on  the  other  Part  Witnes- 
seth  that  the  said  William  Bowdoin  James  Bowdoin  and 
John  Read  for  and  in  Consideration  of  the  Covenants  and 
Agreements  hereinafter  reserved  and  contained  by  and  on 
the  Part  of  the  said  Isaac  Robinson  to  live  in  Part  of  the 
Dary  House,  so  called,  at  the  East  End  of  said  Island  from 
the  Date  of  these  Presents  to  the  sixteenth  Day  of  Nov¬ 
ember  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  the  said  William 
Bowdoin  James  Bowdoin  &  John  Read  do  further  Coven¬ 
ant  and  Agree  with  the  said  Isaac  Robinson  for  the  Con¬ 
sideration  aforesaid  that  the  said  William  Bowdoin  James 
Bowdoin  &  John  Read  will  provide  &  place  on  the  East 
End  of  said  Island  not  less  than  thirteen  Cows  and  will 
pay  the  Taxes  levied  on  said  Cows:  the  said  Isaac  hath 
Liberty  to  Cutt  Wood  for  Fire  for  the  Use  of  his  own 
Family  in  said  Dary  House,  Liberty  to  raise  Poultry  Some 
Indian  Corn  and  English  Grain  sufficient  for  the  Use  of 
his  own  Family  and  for  his  Hoggs  used  in  his  Family  and 
to  make  said  William  Bowdoin,  James  Bowdoin  &  John 
Read  one  Barrel!  and  one  Quarter  of  a  Barrel!  of  good 
Pork  and  for  any  Persons  they  may  have  to  do  Business 
for  them  on  the  Island  and  for  their  Use  while  on  the 
Island  free  of  any  Charge  to  said  William  Bowdoin  James 
Bowdoin  &  John  Read  while  on  the  Island  but  not  to  dis¬ 
pose  of  any  to  any  Persons  whomsoever,  the  Grain  to  be 
raised  on  such  part  of  the  Island  as  the  said  William  Bow¬ 
doin  &  John  Read  shall  direct;  to  have  the  keeping  of  one 
Cow  and  her  produce  which  produce  is  to  be  killed  at 
three  years  and  Advantage  Old,  the  milk  of  said  Cow  to 
go  into  the  Dary;  the  Milk  for  his  family  to  be  taken  out 
of  the  Dary;  to  have  one  Quarter  part  of  all  the  Cheese  & 
Butter  made  from  the  Cows. 
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Ho  -loni^voO  buivasita)  nIobwoH  Esmat 
5Vjwl  o^  flfomd^'KI  xnorfw  noenldoH  daael  baa  <aisdio  bna 
-JEdis^ol  iia  Edvig  J8tx  xil  •U^diiXedoO*'  ij^uomla^  afU'naod 
baa  boiiSQ  aJflJ  la  abaalEl  riJecfasUiS  axil  to  siuloiq  ani 
aaliqqjiB^dlcjftta  lionz  niaJclio  bluoti  riailitfi  artl  swoila 
-maab  aESTeaoO  laloaivoiH  v^lw  bna  »neril  MoalwU  lo 
bnalab  oJ  aianaiO  nrioL  itMqjsO  bnae  ol  Jnalioqnil  li  ba 
.3  avianlX4  aalM  !to  ^asliuoo  ^d  ii  eoiibo*jqai  eW  aidril 

.biolbafl  waVl  lo  bialtxaM 

anioO  nail8.  8Jaoae-rt  eeartt  xnoiiw  ol  slqoo^i  UA  oT*'  »• 
-CTWO  ixiobwoa  xaxojBl  ai  nlobwoH  xaailiiW  larfl  at  woaX  ^ 
o/lw  nolJ^ofi  lo  naaH  nxloL  bna  anaxlEciaVi  bnafal  aril  lo 
oBaal  l-us^  ano  aril  no  bnatel  btaa  lo  liaq  bait^  xilari- 
-eanliW  lia^  larilo  arU  no  xiBmoaY  aiiamllriO  lo  noanidoH  .4 
bxia  nlobwoH  Eaoxat  niobwoQ  marlliW  Waa  aril  IbxII  xllaa 
bna  tlxianovoO  aril  io  aotdmsbUnoO  ni  bna  lol  baaH  ariol 
no  bna  zd  banialnoo  bna  baviaaai  laltanlaieri  :>Jnaxnaai8A  ^ 
aril  lo  lia*!  ni  avll  oi  noanirioH  aa^I  biaz  aril  lo  lia^  aril 
xnoil  bnaisl  bi««  lo  bna  IebS  aril  la  ^aUao  oa  .aawoH 
-roH  Jo  illnaalxia  axil  oS  alnaaoi^  aearil  lo  aljaCl  aril 
xnaiUlW  biaa  aill  bxia  baibaori  navaa  bnaeworil  ano  larixna 
-navoO  'iSiUiuJ  ob  baaH  nriol  A  niobwofl  aarnat  alobwofl  t.’ 
-xioO  aril  lol  noanldoH  oaaal  blaa  aril^Illtw  aaijA  bna  Ina  „ 
aamal  nlobwofl  mailiiW  Waa  axil  laril  blBaaiola  nollaiabia 
laaS^axil*  no  aaaJq  it  ablvoiq  Iliw  bssH  xirioX*  A  nlobwoS  ^ 
IJlw  bna  EwoO  naalilril  nariJ  aaai  Ion  bnalal  biaa  lo  bn3 
rilari  ojtBzl  biee  aril  ;awoD  biae  no  baival  saxaT  aril  t^q  ^  k 
nwo  alri  lo  aaU  aril^  ioi  a*fi3  lol  booW  II0O  ol  •; 

arno8  tillxjofl  aeiai  ol  .asxjoH  blaa  ni  tlbxia3 

.lo  aaU  aril  ^o}  Inoloillna  niaiO  fiiiii:gna  bna  nioO  xiatbnl 
bna  triwa3  alri  xil  ba?.ix  a^jioH  alri  lol  bna.yllxna^  nwo  eUI 
nriot  3i  riiobwofl  aaxnat  .xiiab‘''^>fl  xnaiiHW  blaa  sMsm  ol 
booj  lo  ilaiiaH  a  lo  laliaiiiT/  ano  bna  Uai'wfl  a  no  baoH 
^^9niBu3  ob  ol  evari  tani  t^rfl  anoaia*?  txia^iol  bna  aiioS  > 
aril  no  aiixlw  f«U  lioril  lol  bos  bnelal  aril  no  marfl  lol 
aamal  xtiobwoa  mailllW  bias  ol  o^xsdO  tna  lo  sail  bnalal  ^ 
-Elb  01  Ion  lori  brialal  aril  no  aiiriw  baaH  nxiol  *  nxobwoa 
ad  ol-fllBTO  aril  ,iavaoamoflw  anoaia^  ol  txia  lo  aaoq 
-woH  xnariliW  biaa  aril  aa  baai?i  axil  lo  Itaq  rfoua  no  baalai 
900  lo  ^nlqo^A  axil  avail  oJ  ;l!)a*iib  Uari«  baaH  nrioi  ^  niob  ^ 
la  baUUl  ad  ol  Ei  aojjboiq  rioixlw  aox/boiq  lari  bna  woO  ^ 
ol  woO  blaa  lo  ;ilini  aril  ,biO  asalxiavbA  boa  ziaat  aoiril 
lifo  fjaaaJ  ad  ol  ;<(iM  aril  ®ril  olni  03 , 

s&  seaoriD  aril  lia  lo  liaq  laliaup  ano  ayaxl  ol  .xiaG  aril  lo  J 
^  ^woO  aril’  xnoil  abani  lalltra 
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And  the  said  Isaac  Robinson  on  his  Part  doth  hereby 
Covenant  and  Agree  with  the  said  William  Bowdoin  James 
Bowdoin  &  John  Read  for  the  Considerations  of  the  Cov¬ 
enants  &  Agreements  hereinbefore  made  and  to  be  kept 
&  performed  by  the  said  William  Bowdoin  James  Bowdoin 
&  John  Read,  That  he  the  said  Isaac  Robinson  at  his  own 
Cost  &  Charge  will  take  care  of  the  Stock  of  Cattle  Horses 
Sheep  Goats  etc.  on  said  Island  from  the  Date  of  these 
Presents  during  this  Agreement,  take  care  of  all  the  Cows 
at  the  Dary  House  and  make  the  Cheese  &  Butter  at  his 
own  Cost  &  Charge  &  deliver  to  the  said  John  Read  or  to 
the  said  William  Bowdoin  &  James  Bowdoin  their  Heirs 
or  Assigns  in  November  Annually  Three  Quarters  of  all 
the  Cheese  &  Butter  made  of  the  Milk  of  the  Cows  they 
provide  also  one  Barrel!  and  one  Quarter  of  a  Barrel!  of 
good  Merchantable  Pork;  That  at  his  own  Cost  &  Charge 
the  said  Isaac  Robinson  will  find  proper  attendance  for 
the  said  William  Bowdoin  James  Bowdoin  &  John  Read 
while  on  said  Island  &  for  the  Persons  that  may  Work  for 
them  at  Shearing  and  other  Times  in  Collecting  and 
Shifting  the  Stock  or  purchasing  the  same  and  will  find 
proper  Utensills  for  said  Use  at  his  own  Cost  &  Charge 
will  also  find  what  Poultry  the  said  William  Bowdoin 
James  Bowdoin  &  John  Read  may  want  for  their  Use  on 
said  Island  at  the  cost  of  said  Isaac  Robinson;  and  the 
said  Isaac  Robinson  will  also  keep  one  Boy  not  under  the 
age  of  Eleven  Years  to  help  take  care  of  the  Stock  afore¬ 
mentioned  and  for  the  Attendance  aforesaid  at  his  own 
Cost  &  Charge,  said  Isaac  Robinson  is  to  assist  in  Getting 
Hay  Driving  Creatures,  Washing  &  Shearing  Sheep  &  in 
any  other  necessary  Work  said  Bowdoins  &  Read  shall 
want  him  to  do  for  which  he  is  to  be  paid  three  shillings 
lawfull  Money  a  Day,  exclusive  of  his  Time  spent  in  taking 
care  of  the  Creatures,  the  Dary  and  Attendance  afore¬ 
mentioned  also  excepting  the  Time  spent  in  making  a 
good  substantial  Stone  Wall  of  four  feet  high  which  Stone 
Wall  the  said  Isaac  Robinson  hereby  obligeth  himself  to 
make  digg  and  draw  the  stones  for  making  said  Wall  on 
such  part  of  the  Island  Naushana  as  they  the  said  William 
Bowdoin  James  Bowdoin  and  John  Read  shall  Order  at 
least  Fifty  Rods  Annually  for  which  he  is  to  be  paid  Two 
Shillings  lawful  Money  a  Rod.  In  Case  the  said  Isaac 
Robinson  by  sickness  or  otherwise  should  not  be  able  to 
assist  in  getting  Hay,  Driving  Creatures,  Washing  & 
Shearing  Sheep  &  making  the  Stone  Wall,  he  shall  pro- 
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nwo  ^Ui  Ja  noeflWoH  'J£^  ^ 

B»3aioH  alJJaO  lo  afooia  ^ili  lo  oiBo  Uiw  e^-:ailO  A  JaoO 

9Z9cii  }o  9ia(J  Of  13  moil  fanalal  biaa  no  .o4a 

swoO  9rt3  lU  lo  ^-leo  »iA4  .josmsoiigA  6i^l^  yihub  i^naasT^ 

jdrf  A  9B99ciO  003  a^BOi  bn£  aeuoH  ^{liia.  ®xi^  3e 

03  10  bB»H  niloT»  bi#»  o03  o3  lovileb  A 
eil^H  iJWi  niobwod  soffiat  A  rilobwoa  xnaHilW  fataa  siw 
llA  lo  eisiiBiiP  soifiT  ^llKiJunA  iddfUdvoVl  nl  zn^glajA  lo 
vefW  BWoO  »fW  lo  to  ebam  isliuH  A 

lo  UbubH  b  lo  ii>i’i&ufi  ^ao-'bnjB  U^^naa  ono.  oala  sbxvoici 
ea-LBilO  A  l8oO  nwo  alfl  3b  larfT  ;jiioa  sJdalnarioioM  bo^ 
lol  ^DaabnsAifi  idqoiq  boil  illw  noexiidofl  ob^ 
bfisH  nOo\  A  fdobwoa  tiwniiL  aiobwoH  mailiJW  biaa  ^ 
“lol  MioW  4axl>l  ahoBioa  a/ij  lol  A  bnalal  blaa  no 
brts  mMooIIoO  nt  aoiniT  ladlo  bna  snliBeda  3b 
bnrt  niw  bnfi  amaa  903  gnianriaioq  to  aloojB  arU  sndiina 
asiBdO  A  iaoO  nwo  aid  jb  oetJ  blaa  lol  BfUansJU 
niobwba  OTBlUlW  bia?  o03  bail  ojIb  Hlw 

no  seU  Tiarf^  toI  3asw  ^atn  baoH  nxioi  A  niobwoH 
aril  bna  ;ao£nidoH  anfial  blB*  lo^iBoo  arU  3b  bnaUI  blfia 
903  labnu  Jon  ^oH  ano  qooA  oaU  Hlw  noanldoH 
-STOlB  2iDoJ8  adJ  lo  aiBO  aJicJ  qiari  oJ  aiflaY  navaUSt  lo  9HB 
nwo  aid  Jb  blBaa-jols  aonabnaJJA  edJ  lOl  bnB 
snWJaO  ni  JaiaaB  oJ  el  rioenidoH  ombI  Wbe  ,a«isrJO  A  JaoO 
nl  A  qaaria  gniiBaria  A  gnixleaW  ,eaTiJjBaiO  gnlviiQ  >iaH 
jfftffa  bjsaH  A^aniobwofl  blae  :(ioW  ^xBaaa^^n  i>riJo  ^cnB 
zanlUida  aaidJ  biaq  ad  oJ  el  mi  daidw  lol  ob  oJ  mid  Jnaw 
*»sfibtBJ  nl  Jnaqp  ^mlT  aid  lo  aYlexjloxa^,^Ba  b  'canoM  IiulWBl 
-aiolB  aonBbnaJJA  baa  tubO  oilJ  .aanUsaiO  sdJ  lo  aica 
B  MWBxn  ni  Jflaqe  amiT  adJ  )^fiiJqaoxa  oalfi  ba^Unam 
anoJS  daldw  d«ld  Jaal  luoX  lo  HbY/  anolS  leWriBladwa  bo^ 
oJ  llaamid  dJaBlldo  ^daiad  noenidoJi  OBBel  biaa  adJ  UbW 
no  lljsW  bLaa  ;^uiBrn  lOl  aanoJa  adJ  WBib  bnB  jijgtb  adBin 
mallUW  bUa  adJ  ^adJ  ea  BaBdaoBW  bnslaX  adJ  lo  Jiaq  doua 
'  JB  labrO  Iliiria  baaH  nOol  bnB  ntobwoQ  eamal 
owT  blaq  ad  o3  id  oO  dDldw  lol  ^llBonnA.eboH 
3BBfaI  blBa  4'03  aaBO.  nl  boH  b  yanoM  lulWBl  egnlUlda 
oJ  didft  ad'^Jon  bluoda  aalwiadio  to  aeaniola  yd  noanldoH 
A  snldtBW  .aarwJBaiO  gniviia  *,yBH  nl  3u2£g 

-oiq  naxte  ad  .dfiW  anoJB  90S  snlJiBra  A  q-^adB  faliBadS 


SUCKANESSET 


vide  an  able-bodied  man  in  his  Stead  fnr  fvio  -d 
aforesaid,  said  Bowdoins  &  Read  payine  said 

^st.  Charge  a  Cart  and  Utensills  of  Husbandry  to 
the  Hay  &  Stones  to  plow  &  fit  the  Land  for  r- 

Bowdoin  &  James  Bowdoin  and  o^f  all  *other^  Tr 
whatsoever  petticularly  the  killing  of  any  D^er-Thafthe 

YeaV:fz"ofmf??rh"V^^  SfaUon^ofevS 

a  true  Ar  'u,^  November  1768  will  render 

16th  day  of  November 

?T-  county  ffVSHs 

termination  of  thi  Sreemenfw  n  ne^^^^^^ 

leave  said  House  in  tfnd  nrdl  *  Peaceably  and  quietly 
WUliam  Bowdoin  James  Bowdo^^°&^"ota''L'aV'lnd"u 

AgreemenT  to  tospecTs"a“d  m/y- tL°s  d'"?'" 

Will  not  suffer  an^of  hfs  HoL  ^  Robinson 

island  but  said  Ho^s  shaU  befonftold  to  the  cUVatj'" 

ian~!i=£M! 

firo£  ““  r  jE™"“ 
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oirJ  3«e3l  bl»  sTsalttwl  bo5I  j>  sgoUHriz 
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olBiO  Brit  toi  S  ion  BJ'OBBal  blB» 

enowB*!  lo  owtaq  **fof ,00  .bbooH  Wsr  nl  t>^  oi 

aaltilW  B  JDOCiftV  hi,  .  8jf.t  tosJxiaa  •jttt  ibMu 

*woaaBxnBl  10a  nxlol  10  ^ob 

ao  ot  niB«  •»  .L,  ^na  hoBUt  f)***  ““t  ••**S 

iiw  bua  BriJ  '0  *  nlobwoH 

ortl  iBflT— If*’*!  '4**  -4-,  L  ooBnWoH  !>fiB«I  blM 

yi9Y»  to  noUmidJta  bac  b*»  9«^ -sj,,  i»»Y 

1^091  Ulw  ’^?.“\73v9 Vbn*  /fluo^^ 

i9dm9voVI  to  yi*  ri«l  Yi®«  M9m9»isA  «W» 

niobwoH  »  Vo  Ka^  n/foX.  A  aio*bwoE 

wibO  9iU  to  900boiq.M.t  to  b^  l^jiBq  10  W9y-9iU  tot 

;jr*B  nadt  ^‘^L7f ^40^1  rfnil  an'wbnet  to  sn«iT 

noqii  t>9ba9  bna  i^aq  ^  ^biIboUM  a  aiolMi  rUaO 

It  9ldBia<n«a  to  jSiimV  btBS  9rft  yd  boiUipei 

^  niobwoH  BOntBl  foadl  to  tBrilla  to  bB»a  cutot 

acoidofl  OBBBI  »»  bna  Brit  « 

-9b  190002  to  ttn^T  glfli  to  noUBnlrattH 

»U9lop  boB  yldBBOBsq  .llw  Inams^  ^^a,! 

ffi  in  OJ  "oo^f  J  SSro.oi..«a  nuijuw 

It  bnt  btaa  “w?\n*-iafl}i9  tot  iiutwal  9d  yscn  to  Jlari* 
»dJ  aoltub  modi  '®  blae  l99q«nl  ol  Jn9m99^A 

noenldoH  dbbsI  bliB  ,4-9oH  aW  to  yna  totlua  Jon  Utw 

blsa  no  9STBt  J«  03  oJ  .  ,,  ,.,  i,««oH  btae  Jud  bnalal 

-IBB^  woO  sriJ  ol  ,T  biaa  -sanoH  sriJ  i«>" '’®  ®’” 

q,,i  01  ion  at  blM  n^soa  to  30a  yna 

notJadoiqqA  »rfJ  *  niobwofl  maUllW  btaa  to 

bBofl  nriol  *  nlobwoS  ^  l^jag  arfi  sbbo  at  bna 

9riJ  sntiHb  «lb  llBria  ®  .^oibmsA  atdJ  tottmoT 

no  98B90  Uaria  to  yab  riJnotixla  9riJ 

io  iU,^  bKj  bn.  n^nwoj!  ««!  «>»« 

tamat.  nlobw*^  nfUto  to  bt9fl  nriol  4  ntobwa 

-Boq  9il«l  llBria  nwriJ  to  19«I9  w  jrtJ  to  aol&x 

.  9tU  to  ^‘"^;??®V^bailo?aI^Ji^  blaaaiotB 

-  s,srj“«“.;sroX&  r“j-? 


THE  VILLAGE  GREEN 


whereof  and  for  the  due  performance  of  the  several  Ar¬ 
ticles,  Covenants  &  Agreements  hereinbefore  made  the 
Parties  to  these  Presents  have  interchangeably  sett  their 
Hands  to  two  Instruments  of  like  Tenor  &  Date  herewith 
Dated  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  October  one  thousand 
and  seven  hundred  sixty  seven. 

sd)  Willm  Bowdoin  for  James 
Witnesses  sd)  Josiah  Barker  Bowdoin  &  himself 

Zephaniah  Robinson  John  Read 

In  connection  with  the  agreement  of  Isaac  Robinson 
with  the  Bowdoin  Brothers  of  Dorchester  and  their  agent, 
John  Read,  for  the  keeping  of  the  “Dary”  and  stock  on 
Naushon,  certain  accounts  kept  by  Isaac,  which  have  been 
preserved  by  his  descendants,  throw  valuable  light  on  the 
cost  of  living  about  the  time  of  the  Revolution. 

Naushana,  Oct.  22,  1771. 

Rec’d  of  Mr.  Isaac  Robinson  four  pounds  four  Shil¬ 
lings  &  Nine  pence  lawful  money  in  full  of  all  accounts. 

signed)  John  Read. 

Dr,  Isaac  Robinson,  February,  1773 

To  a  Coffin  for  thy  mother  4  10  0 

To  a  Book  Case  15 

To  a  Rowler  6 

To  a  Sithe  Snead  6 

To  one  Butter  Tubb  12  6 

To  Setting  25  barel  hoops  1  5  0 


8  04  6 

Credit  By  son  ^  6  15 
By  a  pigg  '  1  10 


8  05 

Doubtless  Isaac’s  son  received  as  cash  in  hand  the 
odd  pence  balance. 

February,  10  Day  ye  1771. 

David  Hatch  to  Isac  Robson,  Dr. 
for  one  late  made  chease  waid  25  pounds  at  121/2  pr  pound 
L5-2-2 

Plest  to  pay  the  above  aCompt  to  Capt.  mags  and  this  and 
this  Acompt  Shall  be  your  discharge  from  me. 

Isaac  Robinson 

Dr.  Mr.  Isaac  Robinson’s  Acc  with  John  Read  Cr. 

1774 

May  18  To  1-3  of  3bbls  Salt  etc  L  O  4.4 

To  1-3  of  33  Gall.  Rum  a  1-8  18.4 


[51] 


'  HaaHo  aoAJJiv  airr 


'■jA^IjrwYe*  9tiS  to  »?>r[iflxiolT9q  fluft  9di  lot  bniB  tooi^riw 
ddl^sbiun  rxotMlais'iari^atnernseT^A  A  '&3naa9^foGi  .eolDW 
itodtf  ^Idas^stnfirfoiaJal  ®yaxI  aJnaaai*!  W9dl  oi  iaUi«*I 
ilJiwf>iQil  ®JBa  3fc'  lorieT  aalll  to  owi  tba&H 

5rto  lockwoO  to  t^b  rliil3|M-''j^n9Wi 
a  M.9W99i  ^JXi8  bSltCUSd  fI3Y9&  bllfl 

edoiflL  TOt  alobwoS  nxfllW  (bs  ^ 

"  tlS2miri  A  fUobwoa  le^uaH  rUtsoL  (ba  ^o^80ix^iW 

b£951  nrfot  '  noanidoH  fifilnajrtrxoS 

aoantdoH  ossal  io  Jnsms^Tg*  d:i^  nc»WD‘#naoD  nl 
,in99£  tiofit  btta  lataarioioQ  to  eisd^oiS  niobwofl  sxW  xltiw 
no  iO(x)a  bnjs  9rf4  to  snfq^oal  »dJ  lot  J)jioH  ixrioL 

flSdd  ovaxt  rioWw  .oAfial  \:d  iqai  ainuoooB  niiti9D  «florfei;«M 
-  orU  no  Irlsll  oId«i/Uv  v7birW  alri  Xd  bovisaaiq 

,aolSvlo^9n  9m  to  omit  ofW  Jiioda  snbrll  to  i«oo 

“  AV?i  ,fiS  .loO  .^arfeofiH 

-ibis  'wot  tb^tiAxi  mot  ftoanWoH  .tM  to  b’o^H 
.aiixuoooff  IIa  to  ilf'l  nt  ^sno/n  oorioq  A 

bseiJ  allot  ^ 

«rvi  ,\iB*nde^  .ooanldoH  obbzI  ,ia 

>  idd^om  **01  oittoO  a  oT 

ai  fM  osaO  3iooa  j|  oT 

^  ^  lolwoH « oT  i 

badoB  orUIS  abT  ^ 

ddiiT  i^nuB  ano  oT  ^ 

^  zqqofl  isiad  8S  )jatDaa  oT 
u  v3K?i  ^ 


0  01 


a 
a 
8  c 
0  8 


I 

I 


>  -■ 


b  ^0  8 

^7' 

ry)  *:  <;». 

rV  ‘t  ,»' 


,.^4.3 


a 

81.8 

Ot  I 

dO  8 


noa  xB  tlbeiO 
H  xB 


9jU  bciJUf  n!  rtaao  Rfl  bavloooi  nos  s'obbsI  •^alMuod 

^oaalfid  'ioaoq  bbo 

II  .irrt  9^  x^Cl  01  .^TBinda'l 

»,  alt  A  .id  .nosdoH  oaal  oi  rioJaH  IWvad 

bmioq  iq  ^SI  ^a  ebnuoq  fiS  blaw  daaailo^dbain  ^tal  ano  lot 
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SUCKANESSET 


To  1-3  of  bbl,  for  D.  V.  Touch  1.5 

To  1-8  of  20  Runnet  skins  3.9 

bot.  of  Stowers  a  1-6 


(the  above  lost  in  Weeks) 

28  To  1-8  or  16  1-2  biishl  salt 
To  1-8  of  28  Rimmet  Skine 
bot  of  Wats  a  1-8 
To  101/2  Gals.  Rum  a  1-10 
To  1-3  of  bbl  &  Touch  2 
To  1-8  of  16  skins  bot  of 
Whiting  a  2j 
To  1-8  of  8  do  of  Hall 

June 

14  To  20  1-4  lb.  sheep’s  wool  a  9| 
To  Cash 

To  1-8  of  19  skins  from 
Nantucket  a  1| 

To  l-3d  of  Freight  of  Rum  & 
salt. 

To  2  hydes  110  a  1-8 
To  1  sheep 


1.7.101/2 

4.1  1/2 
5.10 

19.2 

1.5 

4.0 
,  1.8 

1.  4.3  1/2 
14.0 

2.4  1/2 

0.8 
1.  4.6 

8.2 


Carried  to  Cr.  side 
1174  By  1151/2  Days  work  a  3| 
Ending  12th  Nov. 

By  Cash  paid  Carpenter  work 
on  corn  house  and  barn 
By  board  of  Carpenters 
By  making  wall 
By  1  butter  tub 


6.  18.1 

17.  6.6 

1.  8.8 
9.0 

1.  0.0 
3.0 


20  7.2 

'  Bro’t  from  Dr.  side  6  18.1 

To  cash  in  full  13  9.1 
Naushan  Nov.  12,  1774 

Errors  Excepted 

\  sd)  John'  Read 
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CHAPTER  VII 


PRIVATEERS  AND  PRIZES 


CAPTAIN  JOHN  GRANNIS  and  his  adventurers  in  the 
Elizabeth  Islands  have  diverted  us  from  the  cata¬ 
logue  of  houses  known  to  be  gathered  in  the  vicini¬ 
ty  of  the  Green  at  the  period  of  the  Revolution,  to  which 
we  now  return. 

The  house  on  the  north-west  corner,  at  present  (1930) 
occupied  by  William  H.  Hewins,  very  likely  was  a  neighbor 
of  Captain  Grannis’,  although  the  ell  was  not  built  until 
many  years  later,  after  the  house  became  the  property  of 
John  Jenkins.  Mr.  Weston  Jenkins,  son  of  John  Jenkins 
who  was  born  and  brought  up  in  this  house,  writing  in 
1894  says  “Soon  after  his  marriage  (1825)  Father  bought 
the  place  from,  I  think,  an  old  Mrs.  Snow”.  Snow’s  first 
name  is  said  to  have  been  “Barney”,  and  if  Mrs.  Snow  was 
old  in  1825,  it  would  appear  that  the  house  might  have 
been  standing  for  some  time  prior  to  that  year. 

The  house  on  the  opposite  corner,  now  occupied  by 
Mrs.  Elijah  Swift,  was  not  built  until  1812  or  so. 

The  spot  where  now  stands  the  Congregational 
Church,  before  the  church  was  moved  from  the  Green  in 
1857,  was  occupied  by  a  house  bought  and  torn  down  to 
make  place  for  the  church.  This  is  described  as  having 
been  most  dilapidated  in  1857. 

South-east  of  the  Congregational  Church,  where  now 
is  built  the  house  occupied  by  Mr.  Frank  Crocker,  Dr. 
Elisha  P.  Fearing  lived.  The  doctor  was  married 
to  a  grand  daughter  of  Captain  Timothy  Crocker,  Mary 
Ann  Lincoln  b.  1796.  As  Dr.  Fearing  moved  to  Nantucket 

in  1822,  his  house  was  sold  to  a - Chadwick,  who  in 

turn  sold  to  Erasmus  Gould.  Gould,  who  was  married  in 
1844  to  Cornelia  Swift,  built  a  house  to  which  he  took  his 
bride.  It  is  stated  that  he  tore  down  the  Chadwick  house 
to  build  his  own,  and  it  scarcely  seems  probable  that  he 
would  have  demolished  a  house  only  some  twenty  years 
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old,  whence  we  infer  that  the  house  occupied  by  Dr.  Fear¬ 
ing  was  built  some  time  before  he  moved  into  it,  and  per¬ 
haps  may  have  been  standing  in  Revolutionary  times. 

The  premises  next  east  of  this  property  were  those 
now  occupied  by  the  Falmouth  National  Bank.  Mr. 
George  E.  Dean,  cashier  of  the  bank,  remembers  a  tradi¬ 
tion  passed  down  by  bank  officials  that  about  1821,  when 
the  bank  was  incorporated,  Elijah  Swift  was  instrumental 
in  purchasing  the  house  of  one  Bassett  to  which  was  built 
an  addition  represented  by  the  present  bank  offices.  This 
was  Colonel  Barachiah  Bassett  whose  certificate  of  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Order  of  Cinncinati  signed  by  George 
Washington  is  in  the  keeping  of  the  Falmouth  Historical 
Society.  He  bought  the  property  in  1761  of  Samuel  Shive- 
rick  for  13  pounds,  6  shillings  and  8  pence.  It  was  6  rods 
square. 

Mr.  Dean  recalls  that  the  late  Captain  Lewis  H.  Law¬ 
rence  once  told  him  that  “old  Bassett  who  lived  in  the 
bank  had  three  or  four  pretty  daughters  and  when  the 
young  men  were  courting  them,  they  used  to  sit  on  the 
back  steps  in  the  late  afternoon  eating  apples  that  grew 
in  the  orchard  behind  the  house.” 

Now  Captain  Lewis  H.  Lawrence  was  born  in  1823,  and 
his  sister  Celia  married  Samuel  P.  Bourne  who  was  for 
many  years  cashier  of  the  Falmouth  National  Bank.  It 
therefore  seems  eminently  reasonable  that  in  his  family 
there  should  have  been  talk  of  the  property  so  recently 
become  the  bank.  Colonel  Barachiah  Bassett  did  actually 
have  three  daughters.  Their  ages  preclude  Captain  Lewis 
Lawrence  from  having  sat  on  the  back  step  eating  apples 
with  them,  but  there  is  no  reason  why  he  might  not  have 
had  the  story  from  his  father,  Thomas  Lawrence. 

These  daughters  were:  Annie  b.  1762;  Mercy  b.  1764, 
m.  1789  Prince  Dimmick  d.  1827;  Love,  b.  1775. 

Barachiah,  son  of  Nathaniel  Bassett,  was  born  in 
1732,  and  married,  June  4,  1741  Mercy  Bourne,  daughter 
of  John  and  Mercy  (Hinckley)  Bourne.  He  died  in  1813, 
which  would  make  it  very  natural  that  to  settle  the  estate 
the  house  should  be  in  the  market  prior  to  1821  when  the 
Bank  was  incorporated  and  seeking  a  location. 

Between  the  house  which  early  in  the  1890’s  had  been 
occupied  by  Miss  Sophronia  Wood,  and  the  present  Con- 
ant  house  stood  the  little  building  that  was  Richard  S. 
Wood’s  ‘Justice  of  the  Peace  office.’  This  being  burned, 
Rawson  C.  Jenkins  has  built  on  the  site.  The  Woods  were 
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descended  from  the  Rev.  Samuel  Palmer,  through  his 
grand-daughter,  Mrs.  Richard  Wood. 

Joseph  Palmer,  father  of  Mrs.  Davis  Hatch,  received 
a  deed  from  his  father,  the  Rev.  Samuel  in  1767  to  the 
land  on  which  he  built  the  house  later  to  be  known  as  the 
first  pest  office  in  Falmouth.  As  Joseph  was  the  second 
son,  it  seems  extremely  probably  that  the  Rev.  Samuel 
had,  at  the  same  time  or  earlier,  given  a  similiar  house 
lot  to  his  eldest  son,  Thomas,  father  of  Mrs.  Richard  Wood 
which  would  very  likely  be  the  one  occupied  by  Miss 
Sophronia  Wood  a  century  later.  Thus,  prior  to  the  Revo¬ 
lution,  on  the  east  side  of  what  is  now  Palmer  Avenue,  one 
might  have  seen  standing  three  houses  occupied  by  Palm¬ 
ers;  that  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Palmer,  then  next  west  that 
of  his  eldest  son,  Thomas,  and,  nearest  to  the  present 
West  Falmouth  road,  that  of  Joseph  Palmer,  the  second 
son.  The  Rev.  Samuel’s  third  son.  Job,  removed  to 
Charleston,  S.  C.  ; 

Returning,  to  our  imaginative  reconstruction  of  the 
Green  in  early  times  we  must  not  fail  to  make  mention  of 
an  institution  much  patronised  by  the  early  settlers  of 
New  England  in  their  efforts  to  preserve  the  morals  of 
their  community,  namely  the  whipping  post. 

The  whipping  post  in  Falmouth  stood  near  the  Green, 
on  the  southeast  corner  of  what  is  (1930)  the  house  of 
Mrs.  James  Wood. 

Erected  in  the  early  days  before  roads  were  wide,  or 
traffic  vehicular,  it  was  arranged  to  accomodate  a  popula¬ 
tion  which  travelled  on  horseback.  A  short  flight  of  steps, 
resembling  says  tradition,  a  modern  ‘step-ladder’  gave  ac¬ 
cess  to  a  platform  on  which  stood  the  transgressor  who 
was  to  be  flogged,  and  the  post  itself  was  topped  with  the 
figure  of  an  eagle.  Can  it  be  that  an  eagle  was  atop  most 
whipping  posts  and  that  this  is  the  etymology  of  the  old 
euphemism  for  flogging,  “spread-eagled”? 

The  old  whipping  post  was  discovered  many  years  ago 
in  the  garret  of  the  house  now  occupied  by  Mrs.  James 
Wood,  or  rather  its  top,  and  is  now  in  the  keeping  of  the 
Falmouth  Historical  Society. 

This  house  of  Mrs.  James  Wood  (1930)  was  built  by 
Dr.  Francis  Wicks,  who  was  a  prominent  physician  of 
Falmouth.  In  1806  he  was  a  member  of  the  State  Legis¬ 
lature.  He  is  said  to  have  aided  in  medical  studies  Dr. 
Hugh  George  Donaldson  who  came  to  Falmouth  from 
England  about  1776-7.  Both  Dr.  Donaldson  and  Dr.  Wicks 
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were  much  concerned  with  the  prevalence  of  small  pox. 
in  those  days.  To  Dr.  Donaldson  is  given  the  credit  of 
corresponding  with  Jenner  in  England  and  introducing 
vaccine  virus  to  Falmouth.  Dr.  Donaldson  had  a  small 
pox  hospital  on  Great  Hill  (Falmouth  Heights)  and  tradi¬ 
tion  says  that  he  overcame  the  prejudice  against  vaccina¬ 
tion  by  inoculating  his  own  children  and  sending  them  to 
stay  in  the  hospital  with  small  pox  patients  to  demon¬ 
strate  the  efficacy  of  vaccination.  Dr.  Donaldson  built 
and  lived  in  the  house  now  (1930)  Sabens’  Laundry. 

Dr.  Francis  Wicks  also  had  a  small  pox  isolation  hos¬ 
pital  in  1797  at  Nobska.  This  building  was  bought  by 
Thomas  L.  Swift,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  James  Wood,  at  the 
time  he  was  building  the  property  on  Shore  Street,  now 
the  Beebe  Farmhouse,  and  moved  there  to  be  used  as  a 
tool  house  for  the  carpenters  during  construction.  It  was 
subsequently  sold  to  John  Weeks,  (great-grandfather  of 
L.  C.  Weeks)  who  moved  it  to  the  corner  of  Shore  Street 
and  Clinton  Avenue.  John  Weeks  was  a  shoe  maker,  and 
it  is  said  that  the  price  paid  for  the  old  building  was  an 
agreement  to  keep  the  Swift  family  in  shoes. 

Dr.  Francis  Wicks’  daughter  married  Captain  John 
Crocker  who  built  the  Worthington  house  on  Shore  Street. 

Dr.  Wicks’  house  on  Palmer  Avenue  was  sold  to  Dr. 
Croswell.  This  was  long  after  the  Revolution,  as  in  1824 
the  Charitable  Society  of  Falmouth  met  at  Dr.  Wicks’ 
house  near  the  Green.  After  Dr.  Croswell,  Captain  War¬ 
ren  B.  Bourne,  maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  James  Wood 
bought  the  house,  and  it  eventually  came  to  Mrs.  Wood 
who  now  lives  there  (1930).  Dr.  Crosv/ell,  by  the  way,  was 
a  grandson  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Palmer. 

Our  picture  of  the  Village  Green  at  the  time  of  the 
Revolution  is  now  coming  clearer.  We  can  visualise  it  as 
an  acre  and  a  half  of  unfenced  open  ground  defined  by 
narrow  dirt  ‘roads’  w^here  doubtless  grass  grew  in  ragged 
tufts.  On  it  stood  the  meeting  house  ‘42  feet  square’ 
which  had  been  built  in  1749-50,  and  grouped  about  it 
were  seven  or  eight  houses,  with  the  whipping  post  in  the 
rear  of  the  meeting  house. 

Here,  upon  the  Green,  were  enacted  many  scenes  of 
Falmouth’s  part  in  the  birth  of  that  democracy  which  is 
now  in  its  one  hundred  and  fifty-fourth  year.  Here,  as 
early  as  October,  1774  the  towns  people  met  to  appoint  a 
committee  of  correspondence.  Captain  Joseph  Robinson, 
Noah  Davis  and  Nathaniel  Shiverick,  and  to  vote  that  ev- 
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ery  man  from  16  to  60  be  equipped  with  arms  and  ammu¬ 
nition.  In  November  they  appointed  Joseph  Palmer,  John 
Nye,  Abner  Davis,  Samuel  Fish,  John  Grannis,  John 
Bourne  and  Daniel  Butler,  Jr.  “to  see  that  the  Continental 
Congress  be  adhered  to.”  Joseph  Palmer  later  became 
leader  of  one  company  of  the  town’s  militia  and  Captain 
John  Grannis  commanded  the  expedition  for  protection 
of  the  Elizabeth  Islands,  which  two  bits  of  information 
should  be  sufficient  evidence  of  the  patriotic  and  able  ini¬ 
tiative  of  their  fellow  members  of  this  committee  whose 
names — Nye,  Davis,  Fish,  Bourne,  are  still  flourishing  to¬ 
day  in  our  community. 

Perhaps  the  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  at 
Concord,  despatched  to  the  patriots  of  Falmouth  the  day 
after  the  Battle  of  Lexington,  was  posted  on  the  Green 
for  all  to  see;  certainly  it  must  have  been  read  in  meet¬ 
ing  and  discussed  on  all  sides  for  its  spirit  met  a  worthy 
answer  in  the  conduct  of  the  town  during  the  next  few 
years: 


April  20th,  1775. 

Gentlemen: 

The  barbarous  murders  committed  on  our  in¬ 
nocent  brethren  on  Wednesday,  the  19th,  have  made 
it  absolutely  necessary  that  we  immediately  raise  an 
army  to  defend  our  wives  and  children  from  the 
butchering  hands  of  an  inhuman  soldiery  who,  in¬ 
censed  at  the  obstacles  they  meet  with  in  their  bloody 
progress,  and  enraged  at  being  repulsed  from  the 
field  of  slaughter,  will,  without  the  least  doubt,  take 
the  first  opportunity  in  their  power  to  ravage  this 
devoted  country  with  fire  and  sword.  We  conjure 
you,  therefore,  by  all  that  is  sacred,  that  you  give 
assistance  in  forming  an  army.  Our  all  is  at  stake. 
Death  and  devastation  are  the  certain  consequences 
of  delay.  Every  moment  is  infinitely  precious.  An 
hour  lost  may  deluge  your  country  in  blood  and  en¬ 
tail  perpetual  slavery  upon  the  few  of  our  posterity 
who  may  survive  the  carnage.  We  beg  and  entreat, 
as  you  will  answer  to  your  country,  to  your  own  con¬ 
science  and  above  all  to  God  himself,  that  you  will 
hasten  and  encourage  by  all  possible  means  the  en¬ 
listment  of  men  to  form  the  army  and  to  send  them 
forward  to  headquarters  at  Cambridge  with  that  ex¬ 
pedition  which  the  vast  importance  and  instant  ur¬ 
gency  of  the  affair  demands.” 
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This  letter  would  have  come  by  courier,  spurring 
through  the  spring  sunshine,  horse  and  rider  flecked  with 
foam  and  bespattered  with  the  spring  mud,  and  we  might 
wonder  at  the  ready  sympathy  it  awakened  in  a  small 
town  so  far  removed  from  Boston  and  Concord,  with  such 
scanty  means  of  communication,  until  we  realize  that 
Falmouth  itself  was  already  suffering  hostile  acts  from 
the  British  fleet  cruising  in  the  Sound  and  siezing  sup¬ 
plies  and  cattle  along  the  shore  and  on  the  Elizabeth  Is¬ 
lands.  The  coastwise  shipping  was  practically  brought  to 
a  standstill  by  the  dangers  of  capture  at  sea  so  that  by 
May  1775  at  a  town  meeting  the  men  of  Falmouth  saw  the 
necessity  of  laying  in  supplies  against  a  dearth,  and 
ordered  Timothy  Crocker,  Joseph  Parker  and  Nathaniel 
Shiverick  to  procure  bread  corn  not  exceeding  one  thous¬ 
and  bushels  to  be  stored  in  a  safe  place  and  sold  to  those 
who  needed  it  or  dispensed  to  those  unable  to  pay  for  it. 
The  same  men  were  to  procure  a  supply  of  firearms  and 
empowered  to  get  the  money  for  these  purposes  on  the 
credit  of  the  town.  Barachiah  Bassett  and  Job  Parker 
were  added  to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  and  a 
night  watch  “to  stand  from  9  in  the  evening  till  sunrise” 
gives  an  idea  of  the  early  hours  kept  in  those  days  when 
candles  and  pine  knots  were  the  only  means  of  illumina¬ 
tion  in  the  homes. 

At  the  same  time  the  town  ordered  the  raising  of  a 
company  of  minute  men,  to  be  paid  two  shillings  a  day 
for  actual  service,  of  which  Major  Joseph  Dimmick  of  the 
Barnstable  County  Brigade  was  commander,  with 
orders  to  have  his  militia  men  instructed  in  the  exercise 
of  arms  two  days  a  week.  As  our  present  Green  was  set 
aside  in  1749  for  “a  meeting  house  lot  and  training  field,” 
undoubtedly  Major  Dimmick  drilled  his  recruits  here  in 
the  field  about  the  meeting  house  and  we  may  imagine 
that  “Bassett’s  pretty  daughters,”  Annie  and  Mercy,  who 
were  thirteen  and  eleven  years  old  in  1775,  peeped  out  of 
the  front  windows  of  the  house  that  is  now  the  residence 
attached  to  the  Falmouth  National  Bank,  to  watch  the 
farmer  boys  in  knee  breeches,  shirtsleeves  and  hair 
clubbed  in  queue,  learning  to  handle  their  heavy  muzzle- 
loaders  and  march  and  countermarch  under  Major  Dim- 
mick’s  direction.  We  imagine  them  peeping  through  the 
window  instead  of  going  out  on  the  Green  because  of  the 
new  baby,  named  Love,  who  was  born  in  the  Bassett  house 
that  year,  who  probably  required  their  presence  to  rock 
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the  cradle.  We  may  be  sure  that  on  training  days  the 
Major’s  twelve  year  old  son  Prince  Dimmick  was  well  to 
the  fore  among  the  urchins  who  hung  about  the  Green 
watching  ‘the  soldiers’  with  envious  eyes,  and  little  Mercy 
Bassett  watching  from  the  window  probably  little 
dreamed  that  fourteen  years  later  she  would  marry  Prince 
Dimmick  and  go  to  live  in  the  house  on  Main  Street  to¬ 
day  called  the  Ryder  house.  A  companion  of  Prince  Dim- 
mick’s  on  the  Green  watching  the  minute  men  at  their 
maneuvres  would  surely  have  been  young  Stephen  Swift, 
whose  home  was  east  of  the  present  Poor  Farm,  near  the 
Teaticket  corner,  for  three  years  later  when  the  British 
fleet  attacked  Falmouth,  Stephen,  then  sixteen,  was  the 
fifer  who  piped  the  alarm  for  the  home  troops  to  man 
the  breastworks  at  the  foot  of  Shore  Street. 

Braddock  Dimmick,  eldest  son  of  Major  Joseph,  was 
likely  to  have  had  less  leisure  for  hanging  about  the 
Green  to  watch  the  minute  men,  for  tradition  has  it  that 
when  the  news  of  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  June  17th, 
reached  Falmouth,  he  and  his  father  were  plowing  to¬ 
gether  in  the  field,  and  the  Major  said,  “Here,  Braddock, 
you  must  look  to  the  team;  I  must  go.”  Braddock  was 
then  only  fourteen,  but,  like  most  boys  of  those  early 
days,  capable  of  performing  almost  a  man’s  duties. 

In  1776  at  town  meeting,  presumably  held  as  usual 
in  the  meeting  house,  consent  was  voted  that  “the  house 
of  Representatives  should  enact  such  a  constitution  and 
form  of  government  as  shall  most  conduce  to  the  safety, 
peace  and  happiness  in  this  state”  and  Esquire  Shiverick 
despatched  to  court  with  a  copy  of  the  town’s  proceedings. 

There,  if  you  please,  is  another  picture  connected  with 
the  Green,  for  the  Shivericks  dwelt  at  the  foot  of  the 
Green,  on  the  shores  of  the  pond  still  called  by  their  name 
and  we  may  conjure  up  a  vision  of  Esquire  Shiverick  in 
three-cornered  hat  and  queue  mounting  a  horse  at  his  door 
with  his  wife  bustling  out  with  packages  of  cold  meat  and 
‘journey  cake’  to  tuck  in  his  saddle  bags,  and  picture  him 
as  patting  his  pocket  as  he  gathered  up  the  reins,  to  make 
sure  he  had  not  forgotten  his  copy  of  the  town’s  proceed¬ 
ings  which  he  was  to  deliver  at  Boston.  His  route  would 
probably  have  lain  down  through  East  Falmouth  and 
through  the  forest  to  Sandwich  and  so  up  through  Ply¬ 
mouth. 

The  outstanding  figure  of  the  Revolutionary  period 
in  Falmouth  was  General  Joseph  Dimmick,  whose  home 
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was  on  East  Main  Street,  said  to  have  been  in  the  old 
Ryder  house  which  in  1929  was  moved  back  to  make  room 
for  the  Jenney  Gasoline  Station. 

He  was  a  Colonel  of  militia  when  the  Revolution 
broke  out.  With  his  brother,  Lot  Dimmick,  he  took  an 
active  part  in  capturing  English  privateers  in  these  wa¬ 
ters.  There  is  a  tale  of  him  summoned  from  his  bed  at 
midnight  by  the  captain  of  a  schooner  that  was  bringing 
a  cargo  of  sorely-needed  corn  from  Connecticut  when  it 
was  captured  by  the  British  off  Naushon.  The  captain 
had  escaped  in  a  small  boat  and  came  to  Dimmick  for  aid. 
Hastily  getting  together  his  brother.  Lot  and  some  twenty 
other  men,  Joseph  Dimmick  headed  a  flotilla  of  three 
whaleboats  that  pulled  to  Tarpaulin  Cove  before  day¬ 
break,  when  they  attacked  the  privateer  and  the  schoon¬ 
er,  defended  by  a  prize  crew.  One  Britisher  was  fatally 
wounded  in  the  boarding  of  the  schooner,  and  Dimmick’s 
men  drove  off  the  prize  crew  and  immediately  got  way  on 
the  schooner. 

The  privateer  pursued  them  so  closely  that  they  had 
to  run  the  schooner  ashore  on  the  west  end  of  the  Vine¬ 
yard,  landing  and  holding  off  the  privateer  which  could 
not  approach  because  of  the  ebb-tide.  Later  Dimmick 
re-floated  the  schooner  on  flood  tide  and  brought  vessel 
and  cargo  safely  to  Woods  Hole. 

On  another  occasion  Joseph  Dimmick  with  twenty- 
five  men  in  a  small  sloop  set  out  from  Woods  Hole  on 
hearing  of  two  privateers  anchoring  at  Holmes’  Harbor 
(Vineyard  Haven)  with  a  captured  schooner.  Again  he 
planned  on  a  surprise  at  dawn,  but  was  himself  surprised 
when  daylight  revealed  an  English  ship-of-war  lying  in 
the  harbor.  Undaunted,  they  slipped  under  the  lee  of 
the  outer  privateer,  attacked  and  boarded  the  privateer 
lying  further  in  before  the  ship-of-war  could  get  into 
action.  Retreat  to  Woods  Hole  being  cut  off,  Dimmick 
ran  for  Oyster  Island  with  his  own  vessel  and  the  cap¬ 
tured  privateer,  from  which  33  prisoners  were  sent  to 
Boston. 

Joseph  Dimmick  received  his  commission  as  Major 
in  1775;  as  Colonel  in  1790;  as  Brigadier-General  in  1794 
and  served  as  lieutenant  of  militia  under  General  Aber¬ 
crombie  at  Ticonderoga.  For  twenty  five  years  he  was 
High  Sheriff  of  Barnstable  County,  as  well  as  State 
senator  for  three  years  just  before  the  War  of  1812. 

On  April  2,  1779  a  fleet  of  ten  British  vessels  cam,e 
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PRIVATEERS  AND  PRIZES 


over  from  Newport  to  make  a  raid  on  Falmouth.  They 
stopped  the  night  at  Tarpaulin  Cove  and  some  of  the 
officers  went  ashore  to  a  tavern  there  whose  host,  over¬ 
hearing  their  conversation,  sent  a  rowboat  and  messenger 
to  give  a  warning  in  Woods  Hole. 

At  day  break  when  the  British  fleet  appeared  off  Fal¬ 
mouth,  they  found  trenches  dug  on  the  shore  near  the 
Old  Stone  Dock,  on  the  present  Surf  Drive,  with  Colonel 
Joseph  Dimmick  in  command  of  a  determined  body  of 
defenders.  Tradition  has  it  that  Stephen  Swift,  a  six¬ 
teen-year-old  lad,  whose  home  was  east  of  the  present 
town  infirmary,  where  the  cellar  foundations  are  still 
visible,  near  the  Teaticket-Falmouth  Heights  corner,  was 
the  fifer  whose  piping  set  the  step  and  stirred  the  spirits 
of  the  Falmouth  troops  on  that  day.  The  British  landing 
party  lay  on  their  oars  at  discovering  this  defence,  and 
in  the  end  rowed  ignominously  back  to  their  vessels  and 
sailed  off. 

One  account  of  this  battle  states  that  the  fleet,  con¬ 
sisting  of  two  schooners  and  eight  sloops,  maintqLined  a 
cannonade  of  cannon-ball,  double-headed  shot,  grape  shot 
from  eleven  in  the  morning  until  dark,  about  five  o’clock; 
and  that  their  landing  party  consisted  of  220  men  in  ten 
small  boats,  which  were  repulsed  successfully  by  about 
fifty  of  the  Falmouth  militia. 
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CHAPTER  Ylll 


JACKSON'S  WOODEN  HEAD 


IT  IS  impossible  for  us  to  exaggerate  the  hold  that  re¬ 
ligion  had  on  our  forefathers,  for  the  church  to  them 
might  have  been  called  the  cornerstone  of  their  civic 
and  individual  lives.  The  church  rate  was  laid  on  each 
taxpayer  by  vote  of  the  town,  and  the  town  concurred  with 
the  church  society  in  inviting  the  minister  to  settle 
among  them.  As  late  as  1805,  an  order  for  a  Quaker  to  be 
relieved  of  contributing  to  the  Congregational  Church 
was  voted.  j 

In  1780,  impoverished  though  they  were  by  the  war 
then  going  on,  the  town  and  church  settled  a  new  min¬ 
ister,  the  Rev.  Isaiah  Mann  of  Scituate.  The  previous 
incumbent,  the  Rev.  Zebulon  Butler,  who  had  succeeded 
the  venerable  Rev.  Samuel  Palmer  at  his  decease  in  1775, 
had  not  been  a  worthy  addition  to  the  community.  He 
was  a  Nantucket  man,  and  soon  after  his  coming,  charges 
involving  his  moral  character  were  brought  against  him, 
and  the  agitation  therefore  finally  decided  Mr.  Butler 
to  resign  in  July  1778,  whereupon  he  returned  to  Nantuck¬ 
et  and  became  a  manufacturer  of  snuff. 

Isaiah  Mann  was  but  twenty  one  years  of  age  when 
he  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  church  on  the  Green.  He 
married  Zipporah,  daughter  of  Isaiah  Nickerson  of  Fal¬ 
mouth,  and  died  in  1789,  much  beloved  to  judge  by  his 
epitaph : 

“Those  gifts  and  graces  filled  his  heavenly  mind 
Which  made  him  loved,  revered  by  all  mankind. 

He  wisely  taught  his  little  flock  the  road 
To  glory,  honour,  happiness  and  God. 

He  lived  and  died  a  man  of  virtuous  life 
Lamented  by  his  people,  friends  and  wife. 

Peace  to  his  sacred  dust  which  here  must  lie 
Till  roused  to  reunite  the  soul  in  yon  ethereal  sky.” 

In  the  nine  years  of  his  ministry,  twenty-nine  com- 
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JACKSON^S  WOODEN  HEAD 


municants  had  been  added  to  the  congregation,  and  after 
his  death,  in  town  meeting  it  was  voted  “to  give  Mrs. 
Mann  the  improvement  of  the  schoolhouse  lot  this  year, 
and  the  rye  growing  on  the  hill  lot  and  the  firewood  that 
is  cut.” 

The  Rev.  Henry  Lincoln  who  followed  him  was  also 
an  inspiring  leader  of  the  church  and  the  fruit  of  the 
ministry  of  these  two  men  is  our  present  beautiful  Con¬ 
gregational  Church, 

Mr.  Mann  died  on  April  2nd,  1789.  On  June  18th, 
the  Rev.  Henry  Lincoln  of  Hingham,  who  had  graduated 
from  Harvard  three  years  previous,  was  invited  to  supply 
the  pulpit.  We  are  entitled,  from  subsequent  events,  to 
draw  the  conclusion  that  on  his  visits  to  Falmouth  to 
preach  in  the  meeting  house  on  the  Green,  Mr.  Lincoln 
was  entertained  at  the  home  of  Deacon  Timothy  Crocker, 
which  faced  the  meeting  house.  Mr.  Lincoln’s  sermons 
and  personality  pleased  the  church  members,  who  on 
November  19th  gave  him  a  pastoral  call,  which  he  ac¬ 
cepted  Dec.  31st,  and  on  Feb.  3,  1790,  he  was  inducted  as 
pastor. 

The  young  man’s  personality  had  proved  equally 
pleasing  to  the  worthy  Deacon  and  his  daughter  Susan¬ 
nah,  for  they  were  married  on  March  27th,  1790,  a  very 
few  weeks  after  Mr.  Lincoln  had  moved  to  Falmouth. 
Deacon  Crocker,  as  dowry  for  his  daughter  built  the  house 
at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Gifford  Streets,  now  (1930) 
owned  by  Dr.  Pattee,  which  was  for  thirty  years  there¬ 
after  the  Congregational  parsonage. 

The  church  records  state  that  Mr.  Lincoln  was  of¬ 
fered  a  salary  of  60  pounds  annually  and  the  use  of  the 
parsonage  but  the  family  records  and  traditions  of  the 
Lincolns  affirm  that  the  Pattee  house  was  Susannah 
Crocker’s  dowry. 

Susannah’s  elder  brother  Captain  Joseph  Crocker  had 
married  in  1785  Martha,  daughter  of  Colonel  Joseph  Dim- 
mick  who  lived  with  old  Deacon  Timothy  Crocker  in  the 
house  facing  the  Green.  There  is  an  anecdote  concern¬ 
ing  the  son  of  Susannah  (Crocker)  and  the  Rev.  Henry 
Lincoln. 

In  1834  the  old  frigate  Constitution,  then  lying  in 
Charlestown  at  the  U.  S.  Navy  Yard  had  been  furnished 
with  a  wooden  figure  head  of  President  Andrew  Jackson, 
1829-37.  There  was  much  opposition  to  this,  some  parties 
disliking  the  use  of  the  effigy  of  a  living  person,  others 
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voicing  the  old  sailors’  superstition  about  the  bad  luck 
of  having  a  masculine  figure  head. 

William  and  Henry  Lincoln,  both  born  in  Falmouth, 
in  the  house  today  occupied  by  Dr.  Pattee,  at  the  corner 
of  Main  and  Gifford  Streets  which  was  built  by  Captain 
Timothy  Crocker  as  a  marriage  portion  for  his  daughter, 
Susanna  in  1790  at  her  wedding  to  the  Rev.  Henry  Lin¬ 
coln,  were  partners  in  a  firm  of  ship  merchants  in  the 
West  Indies  trade  on  the  Old  Central  Wharf,  Boston. 

One  June  morning,  in  1834,  these  merchants  were 
talking  in  their  office  with  Captain  Samuel  Worthington 
Dewey,  a  former  Falmouth  boy,  who  had  just  completed 
a  voyage  to  the  West  Indies  in  command  of  a  vessel  be¬ 
longing  to  the  firm,  with  a  cargo  of  sugar.  The  conversa¬ 
tion  turned  on  the  ‘desecration  of  the  Constitution’  as  the 
ardent  Whigs  of  the  day  termed  it,  and  Dewey  remarked 
that  he  had  a  great  mind  to  go  over  some  dark  night,  and 
cut  off  Andrew  Jackson’s  head.  William  Lincoln,  joking¬ 
ly  replied  “Dewey,  if  you  will  do  that,  I’ll  give  you  a  hun¬ 
dred  dollars.” 

The  partners  thought  no  more  of  it,  but  Dewey  made 
a  trip  to  the  Navy  yard  reconnoitering  and  decided  that 
the  mad  scheme  was  feasible. 

One  dark  and  rainy  night,  July  22nd,  1834,  in  the 
midst  of  a  thunder  storm.  Captain  Dewey,  provided  with 
a  gimlet  and  saw,  rowed  himself  from  Battery  wharf  in  a 
flat  bottomed  skiff  over  to  the  Constitution  which  was 
lying  at  the  wharf  about  ready  to  go  to  sea.  He  was 
lucky  enough  to  find  a  rope  dangling  to  which  he  made 
fast  his  skiff  and  swarmed  up  the  side,  entering  a  port 
hole  on  the  gun  deck.  In  the  dark,  evading  the  sentries, 
he  made  his  way  forward  to  the  bridle-port  under  the 
bowsprit,  through  which  he  climbed  out  and  made  his 
way  upward  to  the  spar  deck.  From  here  he  could  actual¬ 
ly  see  the  marine  sentry  pacing  the  deck,  by  the  flashes 
of  lightning,  and  the  sentry  often  approached  within 
four  feet  of  him. 

Dewey  found  foothold  on  the  bowsprit,  bored  the 
gimlet  into  Jackson’s  head  as  a  handle  and  attacked  the 
throat  with  his  saw.  At  the  first  incision  he  struck  a  cop¬ 
per  bolt  running  perpendicularly  to  the  top  of  the  head, 
but  commencing  again  near  the  chin,  he  succeeded  in 
severing  the  head.  He  took  the  precaution  to  fasten  the 
gimlet  by  one  end  of  his  handkerchief  made  fast  in  a 
buttonhole  of  his  coat. 
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JACKSON’S  WOODEN  HEAD 


He  managed  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  the  sentry  and 
make  his  way  back  to  his  boat  with  his  burden,  finding 
the  boat  almost  full  of  water  as  he  had  tied  it  beneath 
the  outlet  of  the  lee  scuppers  and  the  rain  had  been  fall¬ 
ing  fast  while  he  worked. 

As  quietly  as  possible  he  bailed  out  the  boat  with  his 
hat,  cut  her  loose  and  drifted  until  far  enough  away  to 
take  to  his  oars. 

The  head  he  brought  back  and  deposited  in  the  wood¬ 
shed  of  his  mother’s  house  (she  kept  a  boarding  house  on 
School  Street). 

The  next  morning  the  town  was  in  an  uproar,  and 
Capt.  Jesse  D.  Elliott,  commandant  of  the  Navy  Yard,  who 
had  first  conceived  the  idea  of  paying  a  compliment  to 
President  Jackson  by  putting  his  figurehead  on  the  Con¬ 
stitution  which  was  being  retimbered  and  fitted  under  his 
charge  at  the  yard,  was  highly  annoyed  at  the  disappear¬ 
ance  of  the  president’s  wooden  head. 

Capt.  Dewey  judged  it  prudent  to  move'  the  head 
again  to  the  residence  of  Henry  Lincoln,  senior  partner 
of  the  firm  in  the  West  end,  where  it  was  secreted  in  a 
champagne  basket.  The  $100  was  duly  paid  Captain 
Dewey,  several  Whig  merchants  joining  with  William  Lin¬ 
coln  to  make  up  the  sum;  and  a  dinner  was  given  in  Con¬ 
cert  Hall  for  a  few  trusted  members  of  the  Whig  party, 
including  Parker  H.  Pierce  and  others,  at  which  the  head 
of  General  Jackson  was  placed  on  a  dish  for  the  center- 
piece,  like  John  the  Baptist’s  head  on  the  charger. 

Later  the  head  was  the  piece  de  resistance  at  a  ban¬ 
quet  in  the  Astor  House,  New  York  where  it  was  said 
Daniel  Webster  presided,  and  afterwards  Nicholas  Biddle 
sponsored  it  at  a  feast  in  Philadelphia. 

Captain  Dewey  ultimately  took  it  to  Washington  and 
with  cool  assurance  handed  it  over  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  McLane,  receiving  a  receipt  for  it  as  “returned 
property  of  the  U.  S.” 

In  1809,  with  Robinson  Crocker  and  William  Gifford, 
Samuel  Dewey  was  appointed  to  school  committee.  In 
1810  this  Samuel  Worthington  Dewey  taught  a  singing 
school  in  Falmouth  attended  by  the  elite  of  the  town, 
such  as  Love  Shiverick,  who  married  Silas  Jones;  Martha 
Dimmick,  who  married  Thomas  Lawrence;  Harriet  Palm¬ 
er,  Ansel  Nye;  Mary  Palmer,  Dr.  Samuel  P.  Croswell;  Mary 
Crocker  who  married  Capt.  William  Bodfish;  Abigail 
Brown,  Jonathan  Dillingham,  2nd  William  Shiverick. 
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SUCKANESSET 


Dewey’s  father  was  a  captain  in  U.  S.  Army  in  com¬ 
mand  of  Fort  Independence,  Boston  Harbor.  After  his 
death,  his  widow  (who  was  a  Hallett  from  Cape  Cod)  kept 
a  boarding  house  in  Boston  where  William  Lincoln  board¬ 
ed  and  saw  much  of  Dewey  then  mate  of  Brig  Delta,  a  New 
Orleans  packet.  Later  H.  and  W.  Lincoln,  ship  owners, 
gave  Dewey  command  of  Brig  Falcon  on  a  trading  voyage 
to  Pernambuco  prior  to  the  Jackson  episode. 

The  statue  of  General  Jackson  ultimately  came  into 
the  possession  of  Jonathan  Bowers  of  Tyngsboro  who 
placed  it  in  a  garden  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Mascupic,  un¬ 
der  a  canopy  in  a  pleasure  resort  maintained  by  Mr.  Bow¬ 
ers,  called  Willodale.  It  was  sold  for  more  than  $10,000 
in  1925  at  an  auction  by  the  sons  of  Jonathan  Bowers. 
The  buyer’s  name  was  Max  Williams.  At  that  time  the 
head  was  on  the  statue,  but  a  deep  crack  running  around 
the  throat  showed  where  it  had  been  removed  and  subse¬ 
quently  replaced. 

In  1791  began  a  movement  looking  towards  a  new 
meeting  house.  One  party  desired  repairs  and  alterations 
made  IT)  the  structure  built  in  1750,  but  another  group 
wished  to  build  a  new  meeting  house.  The  pros  and  cons 
were  debated  in  town  meeting  for  several  years,  but  the 
outcome  is  easily  predicted  when  we  see  that  who  favored 
a  new  meeting  house  were  such  substantial,  forceful 
characters  as  Gen.  Joseph  Dimmick,  the  Revolutionary 
leader.  Deacon  Timothy  Crocker,  Selectman  from  1768- 
82  and,  1799,  Representative  to  the  General  Court. 

Perhaps  we  may  credit  the  Rev.  Henry  Lincoln  with 
enlisting  these  gentlemen  on  the  side  of  the  new  meeting 
house,  for  Capt.  Timothy  Crocker  was  his  father-in-law, 
and  General  Joseph  Dimmick’s  daughter  married  Joseph 
Crocker,  brother  of  Mr.  Lincoln’s  wife,  Martha. 

One  bone  of  contention  in  regard  to  building  the  new 
meeting  house  was  its  location,  for  the  town  had  grown 
so  at  the  East  End  that  there  was  much  talk  of  construct¬ 
ing  the  new  building  in  a  more  central  location. 

The  strength  of  the  support  inspired  by  the  Rev. 
Henry  Lincoln  may  be  guaged  by  the  fact  that  the  con¬ 
troversy  was  amicably  settled  by  building  two  meeting 
houses,  and  this  at  a  time  when  the  whole  country  was 
feeling  the  pinch  of  poverty  after  the  Revolutionary  War. 
The  second  was  the  present  East  End  Meeting  House, 
built  in  1797,  which  was  served  by  the  Rev.  Henry  Lincoln 
and  not  set  off  as  a  separate  parish  until  1821. 
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JACKSON’S  WOODEN  HEAD 


In  1795,  in  town  meeting,  it  was  voted  to  build,  and 
work  was  completed  in  1796,  under  a  committee  comprised 
of  General  Joseph  Dimmick,  Dr.  Francis  Wicks,  Benjamin 
Sanford,  John  Lawrence,  David  Swift  and  Sylvanus  Davis. 
The  four  corner  pews  were  reserved  for  the  poor  and  the 
remainder  sold  at  auction,  as  was  the  custom.  So  gener¬ 
ous  was  the  support,  that  after  paying  for  the  erection  of 
the  church,  a  balance  remained  which  the  town  voted  to 
expend  for  a  bell. 

Worthy  Captain  Timothy  Crocker,  father-in-law  of 
the  beloved  young  minister,  Henry  Lincoln,  however  of¬ 
fered  to  donate  the  bell,  and  eventually  the  town  voted  to 
divide  the  balance  unexpended  among  the  pew-holders. 

The  bell  was  contracted  for  with  the  excellent  bell- 
founder  of  Boston,  one  Paul  Revere,  and  we  may  imagine 
that  in  those  days  when  practically  every  man  had  done 
his  share  patriotically  towards  the  late  war  the  good  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  church  had  no  idea  that  a  century  and  a  half 
later  one  of  the  most  cherished  possessions  of  their  society 
would  be  the  receipt  for  payment  signed  by  Paul  Revere 
become  famous  by  reason  of  Longfellow’s  unforgettable 
verses.  William  Dawes,  ancester  of  both  Calvin  Coolidge 
and  that  Dawes  who  was  Coolidge’s  vice-president,  made 
as  long  and  as  arduous  a  ride  on  the  night  of  April  18th, 
1775,  but  no  one  wrote  a  poem  about  him! 

The  receipt  for  the  Paul  Revere  bell  reads  as  follows: 

W.  H.  F.  Lincoln  Boston,  Nov.  30,  1796 

Bo’t  of  Paul  Revere 

One  church  bell  cents  $ 

Weight  807  lbs  @  42  338.94 

Received  payment  by  a  note  PAUL  REVERE 

It  still  hangs  in  the  belfry  of  the  Congregational 
Church  in  its  new  location  facing  the  Green,  although 
when  mounted,  it  stood  on  the  Green,  about  opposite  the 
house  of  Dr.  Wiswall  (1930). 

The  leader  of  the  church  choir  was  accustomed  to 
tune  his  bass  viol  to  the  pitch  of  the  Paul  Revere  bell, 
which  was  originally  C  sharp,  although  after  it  was 
cracked,  the  pitch  fell  to  C  flat. 

In  1799,  the  town  “voted  to  set  up  ringing  of  the  bell” 
and  thereafter  at  six  of  the  morning,  the  bell  called  the 
town  to  the  labors  of  another  day;  at  noon  it  i  notified 
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them  that  dinner  was  ready,  and  at  nine  in  the  evening  it 
tolled  a  curfew. 

Katharine  Lee  Bates,  professor  emeritus  of  English 
literature  at  Wellesley  College  and  author  of  many  poems 
and  books,  composed  some  graceful  lines  for  the  centen¬ 
nial  of  the  Paul  Revere  bell. 

Miss  Bates  was  the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  William  and 
Cornelia  Bates  and  was  born  August  12,  1859  in  the  house 
belonging  originally  to  Captain  Benjamin  F.  Jones,  now 
the  property  of  his  son,  George  W.  Jones  and  occupied 
(1930)  by  Dr.  A.  J.  Wagner  on  Main  Street  near  Locust 
Avenue.  Her  father  was  pastor  of  the  First  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church,  and  died  here. 

A  manuscript  copy,  signed  by  Miss  Bates,  is  in  the 
possession  of  the  author,  from  which  the  following  is 
quoted: 

THE  FALMOUTH  BELL 


Never  was  there  lovlier  town  than  our  Falmouth  by,  the  sea. 
Tender  curves  of  sky  look  down  on  her  grace  of  knoll  and  lea. 

Sweet  her  shy  arbutus  blows  ere  from  prouder  haunts  the  spring 
Scarcely  yet  has  brushed  the  snows  with  a  violet-covered 
wing. 

Bright  the  autumn  gleams  pervade  cranberry  marsh  and  bushy 
wold, 

Till  the  children’s  mirth  has  made  millionaires  in  leaves  of 
gold; 

And  upon  her  pleasant  ways  set  with  many  a  gardened  home, 
Flash  through  fret  of  drooping  sprays  visions  far  of  ocean 
foam. 

Happy  bell  of  Paul  Revere,  sounding  o’er  such  blest  demesne, 
While  a  hundred  times  the  year  weaves  the  round  from 
green  to  green! 

Never  were  there  friendlier  folk  than  in  Falmouth  by  the  sea. 
Neighbor-households  that  invoke  pride  of  sailor-pedigree. 

Here  is  princely  interchange  of  the  gifts  of  shore  and  field, 

Starred  with  treasures  rare  and  strange  that  the  liberal  sea- 
chests  yield. 

Culture  here  burns  breezy  torch,  where  gray  captains,  bronzed  of 
neck. 

Tread  their  little  length  of  porch  with  the  memory  of  the 
deck. 

.Ah,  and  here  the  tenderest  hearts,  here  where  sorrows  sorest 
wring  ■  I 
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JACKSON’S  WOODEN  HEAD 


And  the  widows  shift  their  parts,  comforted  and  comforting 

Holy  bell  of  Paul  Revere,  calling  such  to  prayer  and  praise. 

While  a  hundred  times  the  year  herds  her  flock  of  faithful 
days! 

Greetings  to  thee,  ancient  bell  of  our  Falmouth  by  the  sea! 
Answered  by  the  ocean  swell,  ring  thy  centuried  jubilee! 

Like  the  white  sails  of  the  sound,  hast  thou  seen  the  years  drift 
by, 

From  the  dreamful,  dim  profound  to  a  goal  beyond  the  eye. 

Long  thy  maker  lieth  mute,  hero  of  a  faded  strife. 

Thou  hast  tolled  from  seed  to  fruit  generations  three  of  life. 

Still  thy  mellow  voice  and  clear  floats  o’er  land  and  listening  , 
deep, 

And  we  deem  our  fathers  hear  from  their  shadowy  hill  of  sleep. 

Ring  thy  peals  for  centuries  yet,  living  voice  of  Paul  Revere! 

Let  the  future  not  forget  what  the  past  accounted  dear! 

Katharine  Lee  Bates 

Not  content  with  having  built  for  the  town  'of  Fal¬ 
mouth  a  new  meeting  house  upon  the  Green,  the  leading 
citizens  of  the  town  next  bestirred  themselves  to  provide 
yet  further  advantages  for  the  township. 

In  September,  1798,  a  group  of  men  undertook  to 
build  a  schoolhouse  in  the  center  of  the  town.  This  was 
not  the  first  school  in  Falmouth,  for  as  early  as  1715  we 
find  the  genesis  of  a  School  Committee  and  notice  of  the 
employment  of  Hannah  Sargent  as  School  Dame  at  a 
salary  of  twelve  pounds  and  diet  a  year.  It  appears  that 
the  town  was  divided  in  four  quarters  and  the  Dame  so¬ 
journed  in  each  quarter  a  certain  portion  of  the  year,  but 
we  do  not  know  v/hether  the  Dame  kept  school  in  a  room 
of  a  dwelling  house,  or  whether  buildings  for  the  purpose 
were  erected.  The  first  school  building  on  record  is  that 
we  are  now  to  discuss. 

In  March,  1798,  Marine  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  was 
granted  a  charter  in  Falmouth,  the  charter  members  of 
this  Masonic  body  being  Dr.  Francis  Wicks,  Joseph  Webb, 
Robinson  Dimmick,  Isaac  Parker,  Prince  Hatch,  Davis 
Swift,  John  P.  Caswell,  Dr.  Hugh  George  Donaldson, 
Timothy  Crocker,  Richard  Bunker,  James  Wing  and  Lewis 
Parker.  Many  of  these  names  are  those  of  gentlemen  who 
had  taken  leading  parts  in  the  affairs  of  the  community 
for  years;  and  it  would  appear  that  to  their  enterprise 
and  broad  vision  is  to  be  attributed  the  building  of  a 
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school  house  to  replace  what  was  evidently  an  old  and  in¬ 
adequate  structure. 

In  September,  1798  we  find  this  record:  “We,  the  sub¬ 
scribers,  jointly  agree  and  engage  to  pay  the  sums  an¬ 
nexed  to  our  names,  by  us  subscribed  into  the  hands  of 
the  committee  who  may  be  appointed  to  carry  on  the 
building  of  a  school  house  where  the  old  one  now  stands, 
which  is  divided  into  80  shares,  in  company  with  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  Society,  if  they  choose  to  join  with  us,  also  the  town 
so  far  as  they  may  agree  for  the  benefit  of  a  Town  House.” 
The  value  of  the  shares  was  $7.42  each,  and  the  list  of 
subscribers  as  follows:  (names  marked  with  an  asterisk 
are  those  of  men  living  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Green.)  *Timothy  Crocker,  (2);  *Dr.  Francis  Wicks,  (2); 
Elijah  Swift,  (2);  *Weston  Jenkins,  (2);  Ichabod  Hatch, 
(2);  *Thomas  Shiverick,  (1);  Zimri  Tobey,  (2);  ^Timothy 
Parker,  (2);  Samuel  Lewis,  (2);  Lot  Price,  (2);  Thomas 
Jones,  (2);  *Samuel  Shiverick,  (2);  Parnell  Butler,  (1); 
Paul  Price,  (2);  Silas  Lawrence,  (2);  *Shubael  Hatch,  jr., 
(2);  Thomas  Bourne,  (2);  ^Joseph  Snow,  (1);  Robinson 
Dimmick,  (1);  ^Joseph  Crocker,  (2);  Joseph  Hatch,  (2); 
Simri  Bourne,  (1);  Joseph  Mayhew,  (1);  William  Nye, 
(1);  *  Joseph  Crocker,  (1);  Timothy  Crocker,  jr.,  (2); 
David  Swift,  (2);  Dr.  Hugh  George  Donaldson,  (2);  *Con- 
sider  Hatch,  (2);  *Braddock  Dimmick,  (2);  Major  Hatch, 

(1) ;  Temperance  Palmer,  (1);  Thatcher  Lewis,  (1);  Job 
Parker,  (1);  Prince  Dimmick,  (2);  Joseph  Palmer,  jr.,  (1); 
Benjamin  Palmer,  jr.,  (1);  Ebenezer  Weeks,  (2);  Natha¬ 
niel  Lewis,  (2);  Joseph  Bourne,  (2);  Stephen  Swift,  (1); 
Richard  Lake,  (1);  Henry  Lincoln,  (2);  Warren  Gifford, 

(2) ;  Benjamin  Butler,  (1);  Moses  Hatch,  (1);  Matthew 
Price,  (2);  David  Wood,  (2);  Ephraim  Parker,  (1);  Joseph 
Parker,  jr.,  (1). 

Nine  of  the  subscribers  for  this  building,  as  desig¬ 
nated  by  the  asterisks,  were  residents  of  the  neighborhood 
of  the  Green. 

Timothy  Parker,  from  an  old  deed  found  at  the  Barn¬ 
stable  Court  House,  we  take  to  have  been  living  on  the 
property  now  Dr.  Wiswall’s  (1930)  although  we  have  no 
positive  evidence  that  his  house  is  that  now  occupied  by 
Dr.  Wiswall.  Perhaps  such  will  be  forthcoming,  however. 
The  deed  which  is  dated  1817  and  transfers  the  property 
of  Timothy  Crocker  by  act  of  his  son,  Joseph  Crocker  to 
Elijah  Swift,  reads  as  follows:  “bounded  northeasterly  by 
the  County  Road  and  John  Hatch,  jr.,  thence  southwest- 
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erly  331/2  rods  to  Fresh  Pond,  northeasterly  by  Consider 
Hatch  thence  on  the  same  course  by  Timothy  Parker’s 
land  to  the  northeast  corner  of  said  Parker’s  at  the  road 
thence  easterly  21/2  rods  on  the  county  road.” 

This  deed  describes  the  boundaries  of  that  property 
now  the  site  of  the  church  of  St.  Barnabas,  and  including 
the  house  and  lot  (1930)  belonging  to  Mrs.  J.  E.  Dwight. 
Consider  Hatch  was  the  owner  of  the  house  (1930)  owned 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Keck  while  John  Hatch  lived  in  the  house 
(1930)  on  Main  Street  used  as  the  Episcopal  Rectory. 

The  subscribers  to  the  projected  new  school  house 
transacted  the  business  in  connection  with  it  near  the 
Green.  We  may  picture  them  on  a  Tuesday,  October  first,. 
1799  as  walking  in  small  groups  or  singly  along  the  road 
or  through  the  rustling  leaves  on  the  Green  to  a  meeting 
called  in  the  inn  of  Shubael  Hatch,  which  stood  on  the 
corner  of  Main  Street  and  Locust  Street,  where  (1930) 
Mrs.  James  Watson  has  her  home.  Still  wearing  knee 
breeches  and  three-cornered  hats,  with  their  hair  clubbde 
in  a  queue,  although  powder  for  the  hair  had  gone  out  of 
fashion,  these  stately  gentlemen  of  the  olden  time  were 
clean-shaven,  beards  had  not  yet  ‘come  in.’  Perhaps  Dea¬ 
con  Timothy  Crocker,  as  he  walked  up  the  road  to  the 
inn,  leaned  on  the  arm  of  his  son,  Capt.  Joseph  Crocker, 
for  the  Deacon  was  seventy-one  years  old,  and  before  the 
leaves  were  yellow  again,  he  was  to  be  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Old  Burying  Ground. 

With  them  comes  General  Joseph  Dimmick,  hero  of  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  as  he  passes  the  children  run  to 
curtsy  or  pull  their  forelocks  in  reverence,  for  those  were 
the  days  when  children  were  schooled  in  courtesy  to  their 
elders,  and  years  later  old  men  in  Falmouth  were  to  re¬ 
count  how  all  the  children  liked  “to  make  their  manners 
to  the  General”  who  was  ever  genial  to  them.  We  may  be 
sure  that  arrived  at  Shubael  Hatch’s  inn,  the  kindly  old 
General  would  pause  to  pinch  the  cheek  of  six-year  old 
Deborah,  daughter  of  the  landlord,  as  she  dropped  her 
dutiful  curtsy.  This  little  Deborah,  fifteen  years  later, 
was  to  be  the  happy  bride  for  whom  Capt.  William  Bod- 
fish  built  the  lovely  square  white  house  that  today  stands 
at  the  corner  of  our  Green,  occupied  (1930)  by  Mrs.  Elijah 
Swift. 

In  1799,  the  schoolhouse  contract  was  awarded  for 
$675  to  a  young  housewright  of  Falmouth  who  lived  at 
that  time  in  a  house  where  the  small  park  now  is  before 
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the  Town  Hall  and  who  was  destined  to  have  more  in¬ 
fluence  on  the  growth  of  Falmouth  than  any  other  single 
man  in  its  history.  Elijah  Swift  was  his  name, 

Timothy  Parker  was  moderator  of  the  Proprietor's 
meeting  in  Shubael  Hatch's  inn,  and  it  was  voted  that  the 
Proprietors  of  the  School  house  and  the  Masonic  Society 
should  assume  equal  responsibility  for  the  construction 
of  the  building.  Timothy  Crocker  was  to  receive  the 
money  from  the  subscribers  and  pay  it  over  to  Elijah 
Swift,  and  the  next  year,  when  the  building  was  ready  for 
occupancy,  they  subscribed  a  dollar  a  share  additional  for 
seating  material  and  Capt.  Joseph  Crocker  was  appointed 
to  procure  two  iron  stoves  with  pipe  for  heating  the  build¬ 
ing.  The  old  school  house  on  the  site  was  sold  to  Elijah 
Swift  for  $15  in  consideration  of  his  adding  2  feet  to  the 
original  dimensions  of  the  new  school  as  he  built  it. 

Dec.  18,  1800,  the  school  was  ready  for  occupancy,  and 
the  rates  were  set  at  two  pence  per  week  for  each  scholar, 
exclusive  of  fire  wood,  and  any  child  not  capable  of  read¬ 
ing  in  the  class  in  a  man’s  school  was  to  be  rehianded  to  a 
woman’s  school.  This  latter  provision  explains  the  re¬ 
collection  of  Robinson  Crocker  Bodfish  that  his  great- 
aunt  Sophia  Crocker  had  kept  a  school  in  the  house  of  her 
grandfather,  Timothy  Crocker.  Doubtless  Dame  Sophia, 
in  the  old  house  overlooking  the  Green,  taught  the  small¬ 
er  scholars  until  they  were  sufficiently  advanced  to  enter 
the  school  whose  building  we  have  just  described. 

This  building  is  still  standing  (1930)  in  Falmouth 
next  east  of  the  present  Post  Office  block.  Originally  it 
stood  out  close  to  the  sidewalk  with  a  front  porch,  two 
entrances  to  the  schoolrooms  (one  room  in  each  end  of 
the  building)  and  an  entrance  to  the  Masonic  Lodge 
rooms  in  the  second  story,  at  the  southwest  corner.  It  is 
now  the  Masonic  Hall. 
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CHAPTER  IX 


THE  TWO  FRIENDS 


Having  bunt  a  new  meeting  house  (1796)  upon  the 
Green,  and  a  School  House  and  Masonic  Lodge 
room  (1800)  in  sight  of  the  Green,  where  the 
present  post  office  stands,  the  hardy  Revolutionary  vet¬ 
erans  of  Falmouth  found  themselves  in  need  of  new  em¬ 
ployment  for  their  civic  zeal. 

On  July  4,  1804  the  last  link  in  the  circle  of  homes 
about  the  Green  was  completed  by  an  old-fashioned 
house-raising  bee  for  Braddock  Dimmick.  Braddock  Dim- 
mick  was  the  eldest  son  of  General  Joseph  Dimmick  and 
was  born  in  1761.  He  married  Celia  Crowell  and  their 
daughter,  Martha,  who  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Law¬ 
rence  was  the  mother  of  Captain  Augustus  Lawrence, 
and  Captain  Lewis  Lawrence. 

Braddock  Dimmick  held  many  offices  of  dignity  and 
trust.  For  thirty  five  years  he  was  an  officer  of  the 
church  on  the  Green;  for  ten  years  selectman  of  Fal¬ 
mouth  and  for  the  same  space  of  time  clerk  and  treasurer. 
From  1808  till  his  death  in  1845  he  was  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace;  for  eight  years  a  Representative  to  the  General 
Court  and  for  several  years  a  State  senator. 

The  house  occupied  by  this  prominent  citizen  was 
that  at  the  head  of  the  Green  now  owned  (1930)  by  Dr. 
Tripp,  although  in  the  hundred  odd  years  since  it  was 
raised  it  has  been  much  altered  in  appearance  by  succes¬ 
sive  tenants. 

Braddock  Dimmick’s  next  door  neighbor  was  Captain 
Weston  Jenkins,  in  the  house  (1930)  occupied  by  Sumner 
Crosby,  and  Weston  Jenkins  was  the  moving  spirit  in  the 
next  picturesque  incident  of  the  history  of  the  Green,  .the 
forming  of  the  Falmouth  Artillery  Company,  in  1806. 

He  was  a  handsome  fellow,  this  Captain  Weston  Jen¬ 
kins,  so  tall  and  broad  of  frame  that  it  was  said  of  him 
he  filled  a  doorway  when  he  stood  in  it.  He  had  thick. 
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naturally  wavy,  crisp  auburn  hair  and  the  masterful 
quick  way  of  speaking  that  often  goes  with  such  a  com¬ 
plexion.  He  was  great  friends  with  the  young  house- 
wright  Elijah  Swift,  of  whom  we  are  to  hear  so  much 
later  in  the  history  of  Falmouth.  We  hear  of  Weston  and 
Elijah,  both  fond  of  hunting,  going  camping  on  the  shore 
at  Popponessett  in  the  fall  when  the  ducks  and  geese  were 
flying  and  picking  up  a  smattering  of  the  Indian  tongue 
still  spoken  by  the  red  men  of  Mashpee  whom  they  met 
down  there.  Fishing,  too,  was  a  favorite  sport  of  Wes¬ 
ton  Jenkins,  and  he  may  have  been  fishing  through  the 
ice  on  the  occasion  when  tradition  relates  he  fell  unex¬ 
pectedly  into  the  v/aters  of  Shiverick’s  Pond.  “Lord  save 
us!”  the  tale  goes  was  his  pious  exclamation  as  he  felt 
himself  going.  “The  devil!  I  thought  'twas  deeper!”  he 
ended  up  as  he  found  his  feet  on  the  bottom. 

Weston  Jenkins  may  have  named  his  sloop  “The  Two 
Friends”  for  himself  and  Elijah  Swift.  At  any  rate,  their 
long  friendship  was  cemented  prettily  in  1825  when  John 
Jenkins,  the  oldest  son  of  Weston,  married  Elijah  Swift’s 
daughter,  Harriet  and  took  her  to  live  in  the  house  at  the 
head  of  the  Green  occupied  (1930)  by  W.  H.  Hewins. 

A  personable,  masterful  man  of  decision  and  initia¬ 
tive  like  Weston  Jenkins  was  just  the  man  to  organize  the 
Artillery  Company  in  1806.  August  14th  is  the  date  of 
his  commission  as  Captain  of  a  battalion  of  Foot  Artil¬ 
lery  in  the  Third  Brigade;  Joseph  Percival  and  William 
Nye  were  his  first  and  second  lieutenants. 

Two  brass  cannon,  three-ppunders,  each  mounted  on 
a  four-wheeled  carriage  and  accompanied  by  a  “tumbrel” 
or  ammunition  cart  on  two  wheels  were  furnished  by  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  to  the  Falmouth  Artillery  Com¬ 
pany  on  Sept.  7,  1807.  Five  horses  were  supposed  to  be 
used  with  this  armament,  two  on  each  cannon  and  one 
to  the  tumbrel;  but  it  is  a  question  whether  the  Falmouth 
company  used  horses  for  as  first  incorporated,  the  com¬ 
pany  was  designated  Foot  Artillery  in  which  the  guns 
were  moved  by  the  enlisted  men,  who  were  called  “Mat- 
rosses.” 

Horses  in  the  early  days  were  not  common  in  Fal¬ 
mouth.  Farming  and  teaming  work  was  done  with  oxen, 
and  as  late  as  the  1830’s  when  the  barn  of  Elijah  Swift, 
the  friend  of  Weston  Jenkins,  burned,  Elijah  sent  his  son 
all  the  way  to  Vermont  to  purchase  and  drive  back  over 
the  road  five  new  horses  which  was  such  an  astounding 
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extravagance  that  it  was  remembered  in  1920  by  an  old, 
old  man  as  one  of  the  outstanding  events  of  his  childhood. 

Presumably  the  two  brass  cannon  and  their  tumbrel 
would  be  shipped  to  Falmouth  from  Boston  by  packet  and 
as  a  new  wharf  had  been  built  in  1805  at  the  town  landing 
at  the  foot  of  Shore  Street,  very  likely  the  guns  were  un¬ 
loaded  there  and  Captain  Weston  Jenkins  marched  his 
company  down  in  full  dress  to  draw  them  up  for  parade 
on  the  Green  and  to  be  ensconsed  in  “The  Gun  House” 
which  stood  near  the  present  (1930)  Old  Lawrence 
Academy. 

Shore  Street  was  not  formally  laid  out  until  1808,  but 
there  would  have  been  some  sort  of  rough  track  worn  by 
the  ox  teams  going  down  to  the  wharf  and  the  salt  works 
that  covered  the  plain  from  Quissett  to  Great  Hill  (Fal¬ 
mouth  Heights)  and  doubtless  a  great  crowd  turned  out 
to  see  the  ‘milishy’  in  their  new  uniforms. 

Blue  coats,  vests  and  pantaloons  they  wore,  with  fac¬ 
ings  of  red  and  gallant  red  linings  in  the  flapping  skirts 
of  their  coats.  Sturdy  home-knit  worsted  stockings,  stout 
leather  shoes  cobbled  at  home,  and  broad  cocked  hats  of 
black  felt  with  perhaps,  a  gay  little  red  cockade  stuck  in 
it,  completed  the  brave  costume;  but  for  all  their  bright 
trappings,  these  were  no  ‘tin  soldiers’  who  tugged  the 
brass  cannon  up  Shore  Street  that  bright  September  day, 
for  eight  years  later  they  were  to  march  down  Shore 
Street  again  in  battle  array  to  repel  the  British  navy. 

Evidently  the  personality  of  Captain  Weston  Jenkins 
and  the  war-like  glitter  of  the  brass  cannon  as  the  com¬ 
pany  drilled  on  the  ‘training  ground’  which  was  none 
other  than  our  Green,  stirred  the  imagination  of  daring 
young  men,  for  on  Dec.  2,  1807,  we  meet  a  familiar  name 
on  the  roster  of  the  Falmouth  Artillery  Company.  Joseph 
Percival  has  left,  William  Nye  is  promoted  to  First  Lieu¬ 
tenant  in  his  place,  and  the  new  second  lieutenant  is 
young  Samuel  W.  Dewey,  who  taught  the  singing  school 
in  Falmouth  and  twenty-five  years  later  was  to  decapi¬ 
tate  Andrew  Jackson,  as  we  have  seen  in  a  previous 
chapter. 

Our  grounds  for  thinking  that  the  Falmouth  Artillery 
Company  never  achieved  the  dignity  of  having  horses  to 
draw  the  cannon,  but  continued  to  leave  that  task  to  the 
“Matrosses”  is  a  quaint  old  account  of  a  court-martial 
held  on  the  officers  of  the  Falmouth  Company  at  Ply- 
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mouth  in  1817  on  the  following  charges  exhibited  against 
them  by  Brigadier  General  Cobb,  viz: — 

First,  disobedience  of  orders  and  neglect  of  duty  for 
not  attending  yourself  nor  ordering  your  company  to  at¬ 
tend  the  Regimental  Muster 

bringing  your  field  pieces  on  parade  the  25th  October, 
1815,  aggreably  to  orders. 

Second,  for  disobedience  of  orders  and  neglect  of 
duty  for  not  attending  yourself  nor  ordering  your  com¬ 
pany  to  attend  the  Regimental  Muster  of  the  First  Regi¬ 
ment  third  Brigade,  in  the  town  of  Sandwich  the  14th  day 
of  October  last  agreeably  to  orders. 

Captain  Jenkins,  as  commander  of  the  company,  was 
found  guilty  on  the  first  charge  and  sentenced  to  be  re¬ 
primanded  in  orders;  but  he  and  the  others  were  found 
not  guilty  on  the  second  charge,  by  which  we  infer  that 
even  a  Brigadier  General  had  not  the  heart  to  expect 
perspiring  “Matrosses”  to  haul  two  brass  fieldpieces  and 
a  tumbrel  nineteen  miles  over  forest  roads  to  a  Regiment¬ 
al  Muster  at  Sandwich. 

The  other  officers,  cited  v/ith  Captain  Jenkins,  were 
Captains  Micajah  Handy  and  Timothy  Parker  and  Ensign 
John  Bursley,  junr  of  the  first  Regiment;  Captain  Nath¬ 
aniel  Nickerson  and  Lt.  David  Crowell  of  the  second  regi¬ 
ment  and  2nd  Lieutenant  Thomas  Lawrence  of  the  Fal¬ 
mouth  battalion.  The  first  and  second  regiments  hailed 
from  farther  down  the  Cape.  In  1810  the  Falmouth  and 
Brewster  Regiments  had  been  constituted  a  battalion  of 
artillery. 

The  Falmouth  Battalion  of  Artillery  v/as  not  organ¬ 
ized  by  Captain  Weston  Jenkins  in  1806  in  any  spirit  of 
playfulness.  No  part  of  the  United  States  felt  earlier 
than  the  Cape  the  annoyance  caused  by  the  rivalry  of 
Napoleon  with  England  for  the  control  of  the  seas,  for 
not  only  were  the  Cape  men  largely  engaged  in  maritime 
occupations,  but  the  supplies  and  transportation  of  the 
Cape  were  chiefly  effectea  by  water. 

Napoleon’s  Berlin  Decree  in  1806,  declaring  Great 
Britain  in  a  state  of  blockade  was  the  beginning  of  the 
trouble.  In  1807  England  retaliated  by  prohibiting  com¬ 
merce  by  neutrals  with  France.  Napoleon  retorted  with 
the  Milan  Decree  by  which  any  vessel  searched  by  the 
English  and  consenting  to  be  sent  to  England  became  a 
lawful  French  prize.  Jefferson’s  Embargo  Act,  forbid¬ 
ding  exports  from  America  which  was  so  unpopular  as  to 
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force  its  repeal  in  1809,  was  followed  by  the  non-inter- 
course  law  interdicting  commerce  with  either  England  or 
France,  but  nothing  availed  to  put  a  stop  to  the  seizure 
of  American  vessels  and  the  impressing  of  seamen  from 
them  for  the  British  navy,  and  in  June,  1812,  Madison 
declared  war  on  England  by  the  United  States. 

The  British  fleet  blockading  the  American  coast 
naturally  found  Cape  Cod  extremely  accessible,  and  hard¬ 
ships  at  once  descended  on  the  Cape  folks.  Flour  rose 
to  $18  a  barrel  and  corn  to  $2.50  a  bushel,  and  sugar  was 
not  to  be  had,  so  difficult  was  it  for  vessels  to  run  the 
gauntlet  to  the  West  Indies.  Instead  the  women  made  a 
sort  of  molasses  from  cornstalks  and  pumpkins. 

The  towns  of  Brewster  and  Eastham  were  driven  to 
purchase  immunity  from  the  raids  of  the  British  fleet  on 
their  shores,  Brewster  paying  $4000  and  Eastham  $1000, 
but  Falmouth,  like  the  rest  of  the  Cape  towns,  refused  to 
pay  tribute  and  preferred  to  defend  her  coast  as  best  she 
might. 

Two  British  naval  vessels,  in  particular,  scoured  the 
Sound  and  threatened  Falmouth,  the  Nimrod  and  the 
privateer  Retaliation;  and,  as  in  the  Revolution,  Naushon 
Island  in  Tarpaulin  Cove  furnished  a  lurking  place  for 
the  enemy  vessels  from  whence  they  might  pounce  on 
shipping  or  make  raids  on  the  shore. 

On  the  night  of  Jan.  27,  1814,  Mr.  Slocum,  who  kept  a 
tavern  at  Tarpaulin  Cove,  overheard  the  British  naval  of¬ 
ficers  planning  to  descend  on  Falmouth  the  next  day  to 
carry  off  the  brass  cannon  of  the  Artillery  battalion.  It 
is  said  that  Captain  Jenkins  had  made  good  use  of  his 
field  pieces  to  drive  away  from  time  to  time  British  sail 
that  stood  in  towards  the  town,  and  the  enemy  had  de¬ 
cided  to  put  a  stop  to  it.  Slocum  quietly  rowed  over  to 
Woods  Hole  and  gave  the  warning.  It  is  related  that  Cap¬ 
tain  Jenkins  was  ill  in  bed  when  the  news  came,  but  to 
his  wife’s  remonstrances  at  his  risking  his  health  by  go¬ 
ing  out,  he  would  only  answer  in  his  peppery,  masterful 
manner,  “Betsy,  bring  me  my  boots.” 

Through  the  night  the  militia  gathered  and  as  breast¬ 
works  are  mentioned,  it  is  likely  that  they  occupied  them¬ 
selves  with  reinforcing  the  trenches  thrown  up  in  ’79 
near  the  foot  of  Shore  Street  and  doubtless  doughty  Gen¬ 
eral  Dimmick  who  had  been  in  command  on  that  day 
came  down  to  give  them  sage  counsel  and  many  a  rem¬ 
iniscence.  The  General  was  eighty-one  years  old  but  it 
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would  have  been  hard  to  keep  him  away  with  battle  in 
the  air.  The  next  day  his  house  was  a  centre  of  refuge  for 
non-combatants,  so  perhaps  Braddock  Dimmick,  his  son, 
persuaded  the  old  gentleman  to  go  home  by  inveigling 
him  into  taking  charge  of  the  women  and  children. 

The  Nimrod  carrying  18  guns  sailed  up  from  the 
Elizabeth  Islands,  dropped  anchor  a  half  mile  off  shore 
and  sent  a  boat  to  demand  the  cannon.  Fiery  red  headed 
Captain  Weston  Jenkins  did  not  propose  to  surrender  his 
brass  field-pieces  tamely  and  he  was  supported  whole¬ 
heartedly  by  the  townspeople. 

“If  you  want  them,  come  and  take  them,  but  I’ll  give 
you  what’s  in  them  first”  was  the  substance  of  his  an¬ 
swer.  The  British  captain  of  the  corvette  accepted  the 
challenge,  but  generously  allowed  a  truce  until  noon  to 
permit  the  removal  of  non-combatants  from  the  danger 
zone. 

Mrs.  Harriet  Burrill,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Franklin 
Jones  who  built  and  lived  in  the  house  now  known  as  Elm 
Arch  Inn  which  was  moved  in  1926  from  its 'original  site 
on  Main  Street  west  of  the  Methodist  Church,  was  born 
in  1812  and  lived  to  within  two  wrecks  of  completing  a 
full  century.  In  1900,  with  her  memory  clear,  she  wrote 
an  account  of  the  tales  she  had  heard  from  her  mother  of 
the  bombardment  of  Falmouth  by  the  Nimrod.  Her  mo¬ 
ther  took  her,  a  two-year-old  baby,  to  the  house  of  Parnell 
Butler,  as  the  Jones  home  was  directly  in  range  of  the 
Nimrod’s  guns.  Miss  Ann  Freeman,  who  was  staying  with 
them,  decided  to  stay  in  the  house  and  cook  some  food 
for  the  militia,  but  a  ball  soon  came  through  the  wall  and 
landed  in  a  feather  bed,  filling  the  room  with  a  storm  of 
white  feathers  and  starting  a  fire,  which  was  happily 
extinguished  by  a  neighbor  who  chanced  to  pass. 

Captain  John  Crocker’s  house  on  Shore  Street  (now 
spoken  of  as  ‘the  Worthington  place’)  was  the  largest 
mansion  in  that  vicinity.  The  British  called  it  “The 
Governor’s  House”  and  made  it  a  special  target.  Captain 
John  was  a  son  of  Timothy  Crocker  of  the  Green  and  had 
married  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Francis  Wicks. 

The  British  were  no  mean  marksmen.  Mrs.  Burrill 
remembered  that  Ichabod  Hatch,  who  had  refused  to 
leave  his  house  during  the  bombardment,  saw  a  cannon 
ball  whiz  through  his  front  entry.  Taking  a  chair,  the 
old  captain  seated  himself  in  the  open  door,  saying 
“There,  damn  ye,  John  Bull,  see  if  ye  can  do  that  again!” 
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THE  TWO  FRIENDS 


Shortly  afterward,  another  ball  knocked  splinters  from 
the  lintel  over  the  chair  and  occupant  and  Ichabod  Hatch 
prudently  gave  the  devil  his  due  as  a  sharpshooter  and 
removed  to  a  safer  spot. 

Elijah  Swift,  the  friend  of  Weston  Jenkins,  at  this 
time  was  living  opposite  the  Jones  homestead  on  Main 
Street  between  the  present  Town  Hall  and  Library.  A 
cannon  ball  coming  into  his  house  demolished  a  well¬ 
laden  sideboard.  Perhaps  it  was  this  indignity  that  de¬ 
cided  Elijah  to  show  the  British  that  their  privateers 
could  not  keep  him  off  the  sea,  for  it  was  that  very  year 
of  1814  that  he  built  in  his  yard  on  Main  Street,  the  50- 
ton  schooner  which  he  defiantly  cherished  “Status  Ante 
Bellum”  and  trundled  down  to  the  shore  near  King  Street 
with  oxen  to  be  launched  and  successfully  sailed  to  South 
Carolina. 

All  day  Captain  Weston  Jenkins  and  his  company 
stood  by  their  cannon  in  their  entrenchments.  At  sunset, 
with  the  coming  of  darkness,  the  bombardment  ceased, 
and  the  men  returned  to  be  stayed  with  a  meal  tl:;iat  intre¬ 
pid  women  had  been  cooking  in  the  kitchens  exposed  to 
fire  all  day.  Captain  Jenkins’  own  wife,  Mistress  Betsy 
(Elizabeth  Robinson  Jenkins)  despatching  her  younger 
children  to  a  neighbor  for  safe-keeping,  and  bidding  her 
eldest  son  John  to  harness  the  black  mare  to  the  chaise 
and  leave  her  hitched  to  the  fence  near  the  kitchen  door 
for  escape  in  case  the  British  effected  a  landing,  had 
worked  all  day  to  prepare  food  for  the  fasting  company 
of  three  hundred  men  in  the  trenches,  although  her  son 
afterward  used  to  thrill  his  children  by  describing  how 
the  balls  from  the  Nimrod’s  thirty-two  pounders  fell  so 
near  that  he  could  watch  them  rebound  on  the  frozen 
ground. 

Watch  was  kept  all  that  night,  but  at  dawn  the  next 
morning,  the  Nimrod,  discouraged  by  the  steadfast  front 
of  the  militia  on  shore,  weighed  anchor  and  sailed  away. 

Our  gallant  red-headed  Captain  Weston  Jenkins  and 
his  associates  of  the  Falmouth  Battalion  of  Artillery  did 
not  rest  upon  their  laurels  after  successfully  defending 
their  two  brass  field-pieces  from  the  British  Frigate  Nim¬ 
rod  in  January,  1814. 

Although  the  Nimrod  had  been  forced  to  retire 
ignominiously  with  no  more  satisfaction  than  having 
ripped  up  some  feather  beds  and  shattered  Elijah  Swift’s 
decanters  by  the  bombardment  from  her  thirty-two 
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pounders,  the  British  privateer  Retaliation,  familiarly 
called  “the  Liverpool  packet”  by  the  Cape  folks  who  wit¬ 
nessed  her  coming  and  goings  in  the  Sound,  continued 
to  harass  shipping. 

On  the  afternoon  of  October  28th,  she  was  seen  beat¬ 
ing  up  the  Sound  towards  Tarpaulin  Cove  where  she  was 
wont  to  anchor.  It  was  cloudy  weather,  and  there  was 
to  be  no  moon  that  night,  the  opportunity  seemed  too 
good  to  Captain  Weston  Jenkins  to  be  let  slip.  Drum  and 
fife  with  lively  tune  soon  called  thirty-one  other  volun¬ 
teers,  and  they  set  out  in  Jenkins’  sloop  “The  Two 
Friends.”  Off  Woods  Hole,  the  wind  died,  and  they  rowed 
down  towards  Tarpaulin  Cove.  About  three-quarters  of 
a  mile  from  the  Retaliation,  they  were  apprised  that 
their  approach  was  observed  by  having  a  gun  fired  over 
them.  Feigning  meek  obedience,  the  Two  Friends  lay  to, 
and  Captain  Jenkins  ordered  all  but  two  of  the  crew  to 
conceal  themselves  in  silence  beneath  the  bulwarks.  A 
boat,  containing  Captain  Porter  of  the  Retaliation  and 
five  armed  men,  put  off  and  ranged  alongside  the  Two 
Friends,  thinking  her  an  easy  prize,  until  Captain  Jenkins, 
by  a  stamp  of  his  foot,  summoned  a  bristling  array  of 
musketmen  along  his  counter.  The  British  captain  drew 
his  pistol  and  leveled  it  at  Jenkins,  but  thought  better  of 
his  impulse  when  Jenkins  curtly  informed  him  “One  more 
move  and  I’ll  send  you  all  to  the  bottom!”  The  British 
captain  and  crew  being  taken  on  board,  the  Two  Friends 
was  then  very  quietly  rowed  down  to  the  Retaliation 
which  was  taken  completely  by  surprise  and  carried  with¬ 
out  resistance. 

The  wind  had  sprung  up  again,  and  the  tide  turned, 
so  that  the  Two  Friends  and  her  prize  the  privateer  were 
easily  worked  down  the  Sound,  rounding  Nobska  Point 
and  making  in  for  the  wharf  at  the  foot  of  Shore  Street, 
where  a  crowd  of  relatives  of  the  Falmouth  volunteers 
and  townspeople  was  anxiously  keeping  vigil.  According 
to  pre-arranged  signals,  one  of  the  starboard  guns  of  the 
Retaliation  was  fired  in  sign  that  the  men  of  the  Two 
Friends  were  victorious  with  the  loss  of  no  lives,  and  there 
was  great  rejoicing  when  the  privateer  was  brought  to 
the  wharf  and  her  valuable  cargo,  mostly  plunder  taken 
from  American  vessels,  was  unloaded.  These  goods  were 
distributed  among  the  people  of  Falmouth,  and  although 
no  record  has  come  down,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the 
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Retaliation  was  sold  and  the  prize  money  divided  among 
the  crew  of  the  Two  Friends. 

Captain  Porter  and  his  crew  were  marched  up  to  Bos¬ 
ton  and  turned  over  to  the  authorities  as  prisoners  of  war 
and  it  is  reported  that  a  number  of  years  later  the  captain 
of  the  Retaliation  chanced  to  meet  a  Falmouth  man  and 
discussed  with  him  the  capture,  saying  “That  Yankee 
captain  played  me  a  damned  sharp  trick,  but  he  treated 
me  like  a  gentleman.’’ 

After  seeing  active  service  in  such  thrilling  naval  en¬ 
gagements  as  that  of  the  Nimrod  and  the  Retaliation  in 
1814,  besides  the  constant  sentry  duty,  guarding  the  coast 
during  the  war,  we  should  not  be  surprised  to  find  the 
men  of  the  Falmouth  Artillery  Battalion  a  bit  ‘blase’  when 
it  came  to  turning  out  for  a  field  day  in  peace  times  at 
Sandwich.  They  were  ready  enough,  in  1814,  to  haul  a 
brass  cannon  down  to  Shore  Street  and  go  into  action 
against  a  British  frigate;  but  they  probably  thought  it  a 
good  deal  of  a  bore  to  be  expected  to  drag  them  all  the 
way  to  Sandwich  for  a  dress  parade  in  times  of  peace, 
which  perhaps  accounts  for  the  court-martials  referred 
to  in  a  previous  chapter. 

In  1819  Captain  Weston  Jenkins  resigned  the  Cap¬ 
taincy  of  the  company,  receiving  an  honorable  discharge 
and  Nathaniel  Shiverick  took  his  place,  but  two  years 
later,  in  1821  was  promoted  to  command  of  the  battalion 
formed  of  the  Falmouth  and  Brewster  artillery  com¬ 
panies,  as  Major  which  post  he  held  until  1831. 

Samuel  Shiverick,  Jr.,  was  adjutant  of  the  battalion 
under  Major  Shiverick  from  1823  till  1831. 

Jesse  Noble  was  the  third  company  Captain  of  Fal¬ 
mouth,  serving  from  1822  till  1825  when  he  was  honorably 
discharged  and  Silvanus  Hatch  held  office  from  1826-7 
till  he  was  promoted  to  brigade  major  of  the  Third  Bri¬ 
gade,  5th  Division  Massachusetts  militia.  The  third  bri¬ 
gade  included  Barnstable  County  and  was  comprised  of 
three  regiments  of  infantry  and  one  artillery  battalion. 

On  May  13,  1831  by  a  general  order  from  headquar¬ 
ters,  the  Artillery  battalion  to  which  the  Falmouth  com¬ 
pany  belonged  was  disbanded,  the  country  having  entered 
on  an  era  of  peace  in  which  no  need  of  its  further  services 
appeared. 

The  two  brass  cannon  and  the  tumbrel  were  returned 
to  the  authorities  in  Boston.  A  few  years  ago  application 
was  made  at  the  State  house  to  see  whether  they  could 
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be  found  and  returned  to  Falmouth  as  souvenirs  of  a  fine 
chapter  in  her  history,  but  it  was  learned  that  long  be¬ 
fore,  being  obsolete  in  style,  they  had  been  melted  for 
scrap. 

The  old  blue  coats  and  pantaloons  with  their  facings 
of  faded  red  were  eaten  by  moths  or  turned  to  rags  long 
ago,  but  that  the  valiant  spirit  of  the  Falmouth  men  of 
1812  in  the  artillery  company  was  of  the  fibre  that  cannot 
perish  was  proved  when  another  Weston  Jenkins,  great- 
grandson  of  Captain  Weston  Jenkins  of  Falmouth,  was 
decorated  in  the  World  War  for  bravery  in  action  on  the 
Argonne. 
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CHAPTER  X 


LIVE  OAK  AND  ELM  TREES 


IN  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  of  Falmouth’s  history 
no  single  character  has  exerted  a  greater  influence, 
nor  left  more  lasting  marks  on  the  course  of  events 
in  the  township  than  Elijah  Swift,  whose  portrait,  since 
it  hangs  in  the  Library  and  in  the  Falmouth  National 
Bank,  is  probably  familiar  to  many. 

Elijah  Swift  was  born  in  1774,  the  son  of  William 
Swift.  He  was  born,  says  one  correspondent  “on  the 
banks  of  the  Coonemesset  River.” 

The  original  William  Swift  had  his  homestead  at  the 
western  end  of  Jenkins  Pond  in  Hatchville,  and  for  sev¬ 
eral  generations  William  was  a  family  name.  The  Swift 
house  was,  at  a  date  unknown  to  us,  moved  to  East  Fal¬ 
mouth  near  the  location  of  the  old  Pacific  Mills,  and 
Elijah  was  born  there  August  16,  1774,  the  oldest  son  of 
William  and  Martha  Swift.  His  father,  William  was  born 
in  1747,  and  is,  we  think,  a  child  of  William  Swift  and 
Darkis  Hatch  who  were  married  in  1744. 

Elijah  had  no  other  education  than  that  obtained  in 
the  district  school,  and  learned  the  trade  of  house  car¬ 
pentry  in  which  he  became  a  master  mechanic.  In  Sep¬ 
tember,  1798,  when  Elijah  was  twenty-four  years  of  age, 
occurs  the  first  mention  of  his  name  in  the  records  of  the 
town,  when  he  is  noted  as  a  subscriber  of  two  shares  in 
the  new  school-house  and  Masonic  lodge  building  de¬ 
scribed  in  a  previous  chapter,  and  a  little  later  is  noted  as 
the  contractor  for  the  construction  of  this  building.  That 
he  was  a  good  carpenter  is  certified  by  the  fact  that  the 
building  is  still  in  use  (1930),  on  Main  Street. 

On  November  3,  1795,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  Elijah 
married  Chloe  Price.  Their  eldest  son,  Oliver  C.  Swift 
was  born  May  7,  1797  and  a  daughter  Adeline  on  June  7, 
1799,  so  that  Elijah  had  two  little  candidates  for  the 
school  already  at  the  time  he  subscribed  for  the  two 
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shares  in  the  new  building.  He  was  not  a  charter  member 
of  Marine  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  in  1798,  but  he  probably 
joined  the  order  soon  after,  as  we  know  that  in  1807  he 
was  “advanced  to  the  degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason.” 

We  presume,  since  he  was  a  subscriber  to  the  village 
school,  that  Elijah  after  his  marriage,  made  his  home  in 
Falmouth  proper,  but  we  have  no  definite  evidence  of 
this  until  1812  when  it  is  a  matter  of  record  that  he  dwelt 
on  Main  Street  in  the  house  that  was  last  tenanted  by 
Stephen  G.  Gaboon  and  was  bought  by  the  town  about 
1900  as  a  site  for  the  present  Library  and  World  War 
Memorial. 

Chloe  Swift  bore  Elijah  four  children,  Oliver,  Adeline, 
Harriet  and  Dean  (died  in  infancy) ;  and  on  April  19,  1803, 
Chloe  Swift  died. 

It  was  not  lack  of  sentiment  that  led  so  frequently 
in  the  old  days  to  early  re-marriage,  but  the  stark  neces¬ 
sity  of  caring  for  little  motherless  children.  The  widower 
Elijah  Swift,  not  yet  thirty  years  old  himself,  had  three 
small  children,  the  oldest  barely  six  years  of  age  and  it 
is  not  surprising,  therefore,  to  find  that  five  months  later, 
on  September  13,  1803,  he  married  again. 

His  second  wife  was  Hannah  Lawrence,  a  sister  of 
Thomas  Lawrence,  who  was  the  grandfather  of  Selectman 
Frederick  T.  Lawrence,  Miss  Amelia  Lawrence  and  Mrs. 
Fanny  D.  Robinson.  This  second  marriage,  through  its 
connections,  was  to  be  the  turning  point  in  Elijah  Swift’s 
career,  as  it  brought  him  into  contact  with  Thomas  Law¬ 
rence  whose  business  was  supplying  houses  to  the  Caro- 
linas.  The  lumber  was  cut  and  shaped  in  Falmouth,  ship¬ 
ped  by  coasting  schooners  to  the  South  and  there  set  up. 

Soon  after  his  second  marriage,  Elijah  seems  to  have 
embarked  on  these  Southern  ventures.  At  that  time,  the 
Falmouth  vessels  went  South  in  the  early  fall,  carrying 
lumber  and,  as  passengers,  young  carpenters  and  me¬ 
chanics  who  found  ready  employment  in  the  Carolinas 
and  Georgia  during  the  winter,  while  the  vessels  picked 
up  charters  freighting  cotton,  molasses,  rice  and  sugar 
among  the  sea  islands  of  that  coast,  and  returning  with 
cargoes  for  the  North  in  the  Spring,  brought  back  the 
Cape  men  in  time  to  work  on  their  farms  or  at  the  fishing. 

Elijah  spent  a  number  of  seasons  in  this  manner,  and 
for  a  time  conducted  a  store  in  Charleston,  S.  C.,  laying 
the  nucleus  of  his  fortune  and  making  observations  in 
which  lay  the  germ  of  his  great  future  prosperity.  The 
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lo  wndbive  GjiailBb  on  svBil  9W  ind  ,7oqoiq/mijonif ^ 
il9wb  9d  ifirii  bioosn  lo  laiism  jb  ei  il  nsriw  Si8I  IlJnu  airit 
bsiaenai  iaal  auw  Jadi  seuorf  srW  ni  iaoiiS'^nifiM  no 
iuodB  flwoi  9£li  >cd  irfsi/od  zbw  Ijcia  nooriBO  .O.nariq^ia 
ifiW  blioW  ban  ^iBidU  inaaaiq  9riJ  lol  9IU  a  aa  OOCI 
3  ^  o  u  ^  .laliocisM 

^doildbA  ,i9vllO  ,fi9ibIldo  li/ol  rfatilS  aiod^JliwS  9oldO 
.£081  ,e£  liiqA  no  bnaj;<t9n£lni  nl  balb)  naeO  bflAisinaH 

. bdlb  iltwS  aoixiO  ^ 

^Wnaupsil .  oa  bal  iafW  inarnllasa  lo  ioal^ion^p.aw  il  ’  >'q 

-esoan  Jiliaia  arfJ  ind  .osabiaxn-ai  a'^ab  bio  adi  nt  ‘ 

lowoblw  arlT  .noiblifio  aaai'xadiom  alilll  lol  snitab  to  v:iia 
s9TJiJ  barf  ,llawiiirf  bio  aiaa^ ‘^Jiirfi  ion  .ntwa  riatiia 
bna  aga  lo  siaa^  xia  ^laiad  iaablp  arii  .naibllrfo  itama 
.laial  BriJnam  avU  iarfi  bnxl  oJ  .aiolaiarfi  .sniaiicfii«  ion  at 
«  ^  ’  ,£iiAs^  baiiiam  9rf  «£08I  ,£I  i^maiqa8  no 
lo  laiaia  a\9on9iwaJ  rianxiaH  saw  9liw  bnooda  atH  < 
nanUoalae  lo  i9rfialbnaT5  arfi  aaw  oriw  ?amodT 

.aiM  bna  aanaiwaJ  arfamA  salM  ^aonaiwaJ  t.T  alartabaiH, 
8ii  rfgifotrfi  .agaliiam  onoDsa  aiflT  .rxoanldoH 
e*illw8  rfatiiS  xil  inioq  soiniwi  arli  ad  ot  aaw  .anoUaenno 
-waJ  aamofIT  riiiw  JaaJnoo  oiril  fnlrf;irfswoid  il  ea  ,iaaiao 
-oiaO  arli  oi  aapojori  gnHIqqua  saw  aaaniaud  aaorfw  aonax 
-qlrfa  ,ilJuoralrt  nl  boqarfa  bna  ivoznw  lOdmiil/ariT  .eanii 
qu  ioa  aiarli  b/ta  rfiuoB  arfl  oJ  znanoorfo?  gnliesoa  yd  >boq 
avari  oJ  ainaaa  rfjaiiia  .agaiiiacn  bnooae  aiii  lana  nooa*  «» 
,arfl  ,aiii«f4arfJ  iA,  .aainJnav  rnafiiuoa  asarfi  no  baMiudcna 
anlrtv^o  ,iial  ni  riiuoS  inav/  zlaasav  rttdomlfl'I 

-am  bnB  aiavJnaqiBO  gixuo^  .aiagnaaaBq  &A  ibna  ladnini 
2BCiiloiBO  ariJ  ni  jnanixolqma  Yb£a’x  bn nol  orfw  ao^no 
baaloiq  alaaaav  arU  aliriw  /lainiw  arU  grtiiub  fitgioaO  bna, 
ijcgna  bna"  aai*i  .BaaaBloni  ^nolioD  gniirfai^l  eiaiiario  qii 
rf^tw  sfliniuiai  bnu  ,^2Bod  iBXti  lo  abnBlal  Baa  arf^'ignofliB 
arf^  >lD«d  irfguoid  ,sniiqa  arfi  nl  rfiioVI  aril  lol  asogiBO 
.gnlrfall  arfJ  4ij  10  tmal  liarfi  no  Jliow  ol  amli  ni  aam^BO 
bfXB  ,iaafiBni  eirf^  nl  anoeBda  lo  ladxnxin  b  inaqa  rfat^ 
anb£Bi  .,0  .8  ,noJaaliariO  nl  aiois  b  badoubnoo  amw  b  loi 
nl  anoMBnoado  jaWBni  bna  annlioX  airi 
ariT  .^haqawq  amiul  iaaig  alrf  lo  onag  aw  rfoiriw 
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LIVE  OAK  AND  ELM  TREES 


first  child  of  his  second  marriage  was  not  born  until  1808, 
and  the  proof  that  his  re-marriage  was  dictated  more  by 
expediency  than  any  lack  of  grief  for  his  first  wife,  is 
that  he  named  this  first  child  of  the  second  marriage  for 
his  first  wife,  Chloe  Swift. 

The  interruptions  of  shipping  which  led  to  the  War 
of  1812,  disrupted  the  trade  with  the  South,  and  evident¬ 
ly  seriously  affected  Elijah’s  business,  for  he  was  very 
bitter  about  it.  When  the  British,  from  Tarpaulin  Cove, 
pursued  the  little  fleet  of  Falmouth  owned  vessels  that 
lay  in  Quissett  Harbour,  and  finding  them  in  their  hiding 
place  at  Wareham  burnt  some  ten  or  twelve  craft,  Elijah’s 
indignation  sought  vent  in  practical  action. 

The  British,  he  swore,  should  never  keep  him  from 
the  high  seas,  and  he  promptly  laid  the  keel  of  a  50-ton 
vessel  in  his  own  yard  beside  his  house  on  Main  Street. 
This  schooner,  built  where  the  Town  Hall  now  stands,  was 
christened  Status  Ante  Bellum,  and  drawn  by  oxen,  when 
completed,  to  the  shore  at  the  foot  of  King  Street,  where 
she  was  launched,  fitted  and  loaded,  perhaps  with  salt,  or 
possibly  with  lumber. 

Elijah  had  had  certain  experiences  as  a  seaman,  and 
he  now  set  out  as  master  of  his  own  vessel  to  run  the 
gauntlet  of  the  British  men  of  war  and  privateers.  He 
reached  Philadelphia  successfully,  and  then  shaped  his 
course  for  Charleston. 

Off  Cape  Hatteras  he  was  overhauled  by  a  British 
ship,  whose  captain  boarded  the  Status  Ante  Bellum 
and  asked  for  her  papers. 

On  the  theory  that  all’s  fair  in  love  or  war,  Elijah, 
who  had  already  drilled  his  crew  in  the  story  they  were  to 
tell,  allowed  the  Englishman  to  believe  that  they  were 
bound  for  Halifax.  The  papers,  he  stated,  were  properly 
in  order  with  a  British  permit  and  Halifax  manifest,  but, 
unfortunately,  he  had  stowed  them  in  a  secret  hiding 
place  beneath  the  cargo  so  that  the  Yankee  should  not 
find  them  and  take  him  as  a  prize.  Elijah  winked  and 
the  Englishman  v/inked  back,  .commending  it  cordially 
as  a  smart  trick;  v/ould  not  Elijah,  however,  go  down  and 
get  the  papers  that  the  captain  might  see  them. 

Elijah  promptly  pointed  out  the  impossibility  of 
shifting  the  cargo  to  get  at  them  while  at  sea,  and  pro¬ 
posed  that  he  and  the  British  vessel  sail  in  company  to 
Halifax  where  the  Britisher  might  refit  and  also  see  the 
papers  when  the  cargo  was  unloaded.  The  Englishman 
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agreed  to  this  readily  and  was  rowed  back  to  his  own 
vessel  to  give  the  needful  orders. 

That  night,  in  the  darkness,  Elijah  contrived  to  give 
him  the  slip,  and,  abandoning  the  Charleston  project, 
ran  for  safety  back  to  Falmouth. 

The  close  of  the  War  of  1812,  in  the  year  1815  brought 
about  two  separate  circumstances  in  whose  correlation  by 
the  quick-witted  and  far-sighted  Elijah  Swift  lay  the 
germ  at  once  of  his  own  fortune  and  an  era  of  prosperity 
for  Falmouth. 

There  is  a  tide  in  the  affairs  of  men  which  taken  at 
the  flood  leads  on  to  fortune;  that  tide  had  now  begun  its 
flow  for  Elijah  Swift  and,  appropriately  enough,  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  metaphor,  he  launched  upon  it,  not  a  figurative 
bark,  but  a  literal  fleet  of  ships. 

With  the  end  of  the  v;ar  with  England,  the  sea  was 
once  more  open  to  American  vessels  without  let  or  hind¬ 
rance,  w'hile  at  the  same  time,  enthusiastic  over  the  vic¬ 
tories  of  the  American  Navy  in  the  late  war,  the  country 
lent  support  to  an  extensive  program  of  navkl  appropria¬ 
tions. 

We  have  seen  that  Elijah  Swift  before  the  war,  had 
spent  much  time  in  the  South  and  had  a  lively  grasp  of 
its  potentialities.  He  now  combining  his  experience  in 
shipping,  in  Southern  conditions  and  in  business  con¬ 
ceived  the  idea  of  furnishing  Southern  timber  to  the 
U.  S.  Government  for  their  naval  construction  program. 

In  1816  Elijah  Swift  went  to  Washington,  returning 
with  a  contract  to  furnish  live  oak  for  a  naval  vessel,  in 
which  undertaking  his  brother  Thomas  was  a  partner. 

This  was  the  beginning  of  an  extensive  business  in 
which  Elijah  was  to  be  engaged  for  the  next  twenty  years, 
and  which  in  gross  figures  was  to  total  a  million  dollars 
in  that  same  period.  The  interesting  feature,  for  us,  is 
the  tenacious  affection  with  which  Elijah  Swift  clung  to 
his  native  town  despite  the  pull  of  outside  interests.  In 
those  days  when  there  was  no  telegraph,  no  railroad,  it 
could  not  but  have  been  a  considerable  hardship  for  a 
man  living  in  a  corner  of  Cape  Cod  to  carry  on  a  business 
involving  a  vast  amount  of  politics  in  Washington  in 
connection  with  securing  the  contracts  from  the  Navy 
Department,  as  well  as  the  thousand  details  of  the  actual 
labor  of  cutting,  shaping  and  delivering  the  live  oak 
timber  from  the  South.  The  obvious,  the  simple  course, 
one  would  think,  would  have  been  for  Elijah  to  remove 
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LIVE  OAK  AND  ELM  TREES 


his  family  nearer  to  the  scene  of  his  most  pressing  busi¬ 
ness  troubles;  he  already  had  a  store  in  Charleston,  South 
Carolina  and  was  well  acquainted  there. 

There  can  be  no  other  explanation  of  his  continuing 
to  live  in  Falmouth  than  the  sentimental  one  that  he 
loved  the  town  and  preferred  it  as  a  residence  and  home 
for  his  family.  As  will  be  seen  in  the  course  of  the  nar¬ 
rative,  to  this  abstract  quality  of  one  man’s  affection  for 
the  town,  Falmouth  owes  many  of  its  most  valued  con¬ 
crete  possessions.  The  whole  story  of  Elijah  Swift’s  life 
in  relation  to  the  history  of  Falmouth  is  a  striking 
illustration  in  parvo  of  the  influence  of  “mind  upon 
matter”,  and  also  opens  again  to  speculation  the  old 
query  as  to  whether  “the  man  of  the  hour”  shapes  his 
destiny  and  that  of  his  times  or  is  the  tool  of  destiny, 
formed  willy-nilly  by  the  influences  about  him.  Free  will 
or  predestination;  providence  or  mechanism;  all  the  old 
philosophical  controversies  of  the  ages  can  be  opened 
afresh  in  thinking  upon  Elijah  Swift  and  the  live  oak 
trees  of  the  South. 

Was  it  sheer  Yankee  initiative  and  enterprise,  or  the 
leading  of  the  mysterious  workings  of  fate  that  accounts 
for  an  obscure  young  carpenter  from  Cape  Cod  securing 
the  contracts  that  dealt  in  timber  from  the  South? 

In  the  century-past  day  of  wooden  men-of-war,  the 
Southern  live  oak  was  the  best  of  the  American  oaks  for 
ship-building.  It  is  an  evergreen  oak,  with  oval,  entire 
leaves  that  are  dark-green  above  and  w’hitish  beneath. 
Quercus  vireus  is  the  scientific  name  of  this  variety  which 
grows  along  the  Atlantic  coasts  of  the  Carolinas  and 
Florida,  fifty-miles  inland.  The  wood  is  heavy,  close- 
grained  and  extremely  durable,  both  exposed  to  the  air 
and  underneath  the  water. 

In  1927,  when  repairs  were  being  made  to  the  famous 
old  Constitution  at  Charlestown  Navy  Yard  the  newspa¬ 
pers  made  much  of  the  fact  that  a  train-load  of  live  oak 
was  sent  from  Florida  for  the  purpose,  mentioning  that 
en  route  every  few  hours  the  trainmen  were  required  to 
wet  down  the  timber  because  for  some  thirty  years  it  had 
been  seasoned  under  water. 

Live  oak,  in  its  natural  style  of  growth,  is  exceptional¬ 
ly  fitted  to  the  ship-industry,  supplying  stems,  aprons, 
futtocks  and  ship’s  knees.  After  a  contract  had  been  let, 
the  Navy  Department  furnished  to  the  contractor  pat¬ 
terns  and  specifications  of  the  live  oak  parts  required  and 


[87] 


I 


4  '*>  ■ 


MJa  OHA  XAO  avu 


»>  t< 


.•?: 


fsrf  lartJ  sno  IcJagraiJnoa’- sm  n^rfi  riJooailijT  nt  svll  oJ 

?  “  «.b«i3l!Siq  bnB  nwoi  sriJ  bsvol 
arfJ  m  nSM  ad  Jfiw  8A  .tUxnuil  elri  lot 


e*iT^i  ano  lo  Y'^ila^p  j  ^viJai 

ttIcA  -floa  h^rrfAir  .■f^y^^rT  u-i»  - - _ 


kiw 


•W.‘ 


4 

■ii;i  c 


I  ^ 


’>  *^‘ 

I  • 


j  *  •  ’  * 

f{x-  '■’■  ‘•' 


^‘•v 


I  i 

<• '. .  ‘ 


: - — --r  iUilJ  OJ  9VlJfi*I 

stM^a'ft»«rtB^rf*^rS  aswo  riJwoKiIa'?  ,nwa)  artl 

•  ^nLfJ?J^  'V*  anoiaaaeaoq  aJsia 

gflWlUs  a  8l  riiuorala'i  lo  inoJelfl  »iJj“oJ  noUcioi  nl 

noqu  bnlm-  Jo  asaoullnl  adJ  Jo  oviaq  „i  ^uJZum 
?/h  aolisluyaqz  oJ  aJas«'  anoqo  o^lB  btm  ."laiism 
lu&d  sriJ  Jo  flam  srij"  lerfjoifw  oJ  aa  xwwp 
j^niJasb  Jo  looj  srU  at  to  aomjJ  ald  Jo  JartJ  fane  vnmofa 

r- hi«^  .nKinadsom  to  oonofaivoiq  moJJanUaafaoiq  to 

Sao^^r^rffl?  ‘sfe’^TOUnoo  laoiriqoaolWq 

3IISO  avir  9rtJ  fane  JtJwa  riayja  noqif  snJiiiiaj  ni  /teafla 

9/11  TO  ,98iiqT9ln9  bna  svllBllirH  aajfaaY  idd/la  ll  ’ 

8laxi09!>a  3»as  9Jal  lo  B^ni^iow  ?.uofi9l?.^m  drfi  lo  snibadl 
8011X1092  boO  eqoO  moil  iQlnoqiao  sni/o^  9ix/o«fo  na  lol 
?/Uyo8  9^1  moil  isdmij  nl  llBsb  Sadi  zioBiinoo  erli 
9/il  ,*Mw-lo-a9flz  rjdboow  lo  ^ab  lacq-^ii/laao  sdl  nl 
TOt  rjUo  naolTSfliA  sriJ  lo  laod  aril  aaw  ifao  9vll  nisdluoQ 

^  n99i8T9V9  //a  at  II  ^  .gnibliud-qirfa 

^ix^nad  dallbiw  bna  svoda  noai^-iiab  oia  ladl  advaol  • 
noi/Iw  ^l9lTB7  ai/U  lo  9/nan  oliilnaioB^s/li  gi  giraiiv  ai/oiauP 
bna  2aniIojaD;  9dl  lo  alaaoo  DlJnallA  adl  inola  ewots 

.bnafnl  Beflrn-Yl^ll  ,£bholl 
tIb  9/11  ol  baaoqxs  dlod  ,9ldaix/b  ^iamoilxe  bna  banlai) 

^ ,  «  i^.Tslaw  d/U  rilaeniebna  bna 

auoinal  9nl  ol  obara  snlad  9T9w  Eilaqai  nodw  ,rsei  nl 

-aq2W9/i  9/U  biaY  ^vaH  nwolEafxa/iO  la  noHuitJenoO  bio 
aao  evil  lo  baoi-nlail  a  la/11  loal  9/11  lo  dovm  obam  zieq 
1^  snlflollfrenx  /j&oqiuq  9/11  lol  abliol'?  moil  Ineg  aaw 
01  beTlnpsi  eiaw  no/nnlail  edl  awo/l  wsl  ^leve  eluoi  as 
ban  II  ETBSY  \jni/ll  omoE  Tol  aejjaaed  ledintl  d/ll  nwob  law 

,  ,  I  .lelaw  lebflt/  benoeaea  need 

•'lanoMqeoxe  ftl  «/llwoi8  lo  el^la  laiulan  all  ni  ,dao  svU 
t^ozqa  ,2/11918  8nbclqqji8  ,y:Tlaj/bni-qWa  1 9/II  ol  bellll 
,ldl  need  ba/1  loailnoo  a  lellA  .aoe/ii  8*q{/la  bna  aioollirt 
-laq  Toloarl/ioo  9/II  ol  be/lEiniiil  l/id/nlfaqeQ  TvaH  e/ll 
bna  bsiW^i  ziiaq  jlbo  evil  ecU  lo^enoilaolli^MiB  bna  e/nsl  • 


'iVi  • 
if- 

X 


5^; 


« 


j.‘ '  ■ 

Vi 


SUCKANESSET 


these  were  shaped,  in  the  rough  at  least,  at  the  scene  of 
cutting  before  being  forwarded  to  the  shipyard. 

In  those  early  days  of  the  nineteenth  century  yellow 
fever  and  malaria  were  the  curse  of  southern  coasts; 
germs  and  mosquito  carriers  had  not  yet  been  discovered, 
and  people  noting  that  the  fevers  were  more  prevalent  in 
the  hot  weather  and  near  the  semi-tropical  swamps,  be¬ 
lieved  that  they  were  bred  by  the  miasmas  arising  from 
the  water  in  the  summer.  In  1802,  for  instance,  a  small 
coaster  from  Falmouth,  whose  master  was  Captain  David 
Wood,  had  had  an  epidemic  of  yellow  fever  break  out 
while  at  Cape  Francois.  On  August  10th,  Captain  Wood 
died  and  on  the  same  day  Edward  Butler,  aged  fifteen 
years  and  Prince  Fish,  aged  nineteen  years,  both  suc¬ 
cumbed  to  the  fever,  while  a  week  later  Henry  Green, 
twnty  years  old  and  little  Willard  Hatch,  only  twelve,  died 
also. 

The  vessel  returned  to  Falmouth  with  the  rest  of  the 
crew  suffering  from  the  dreaded  “yellow  jack”,  so  weak 
that  they  could  barely  work  the  vessel,  with  the  bodies  of 
those  who  had  died  on  deck.  The  Rev.  Henry  Lincoln,  he 
who  had  married  Susannah  Crocker,  preached  a  funeral 
sermon  for  the  victims,  presumably  in  the  old  Meeting 
House  on  the  Green,  taking  as  his  text  “And  Only  I  Have 
Escaped  to  Tell”,  and  the  bodies  were  enterred  in  the  Old 
Burying  Ground. 

In  those  days  all  over  the  Cape  a  boy  was  considered 
ready  for  sea  at  ten  years  of  age.  They  often  were  ship¬ 
ped  as  cook  on  fishing  vessels,  or  cabin  boy  on  larger 
craft,  and  on  fishing  vessels,  in  which  the  earnings  were 
apportioned  in  shares  called  ‘lays’,  two  beys  were  con¬ 
sidered  equal  to  a  full  man’s  share.  Little  Willard  Hatch, 
who  died  of  yellow  fever  at  the  age  of  twelve  years,  would 
have  been  a  full-fledged  member  of  the  crew  of  that  ill- 
fated  vessel. 

In  consequence  of  the  unhealthy  climate  of  the  live 
oak  swamps  on  the  Southern  seaboard,  a  definite  pro¬ 
cedure  was  followed  by  Elijah  Swift  and  other  contractors 
in  this  industry. 

In  the  early  fall  a  great  company  of  skilled  workmen 
was  enlisted  and  together  with  supplies  was  taken  South 
on  coasting  vessels,  and  a  camp  constructed  as  head¬ 
quarters  for  the  winter’s  work.  During  the  winter  the 
schooners  were  used  for  short  freighting  voyages  along 
the  coast,  and  in  the  Spring  the  live  oak  gotten  out 
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through  the  winter  was  sent  to  various  specified  navy 
yards  and  the  workmen  brought  back  to  their  northern 
homes. 

We  are  permitted  through  the  courtesy  of  Mrs.  Kath¬ 
ryn  Swift  Greene  to  reproduce  the  following  interesting 
document  from  her  ancestor’s  papers: 

“Memorandum  of  an  Agreement  made  and  concluded 
between  E.  &  T.  Swift  on  the  one  part  and  Ephraim 
Hathaway  on  the  other  part: 

Whereas  the  said  Ephraim  Hathaway  doth  agree 
with  the  said  E.  &  T.  Swift  to  go  with  them  to  Caro¬ 
lina  or  Georgia  to  work  for  them  at  getting  live  oak 
Ship  Timber  for  Twenty  Six  dollars  per  month  and 
find  himself  in  necessary  tools  and  bedding  and  to 
work  for  them  until  the  last  of  May  if  they  wish  and 
the  said  E.  &  T.  Swift  agree  to  pay  the  said  Ephraim 
Hathaway  Twenty  Six  dollars  per  month  and  find 
him  in  wholesome  provisions  from  the  time  the  said 
Ephraim  sails  from  Falmouth  for  the  southward  and 
until  he  is  discharged  there  (sickness  excepted)  and 
provide  him  a  passage  off  and  pay  him  his  wages  that 
may  be  due  when  he  is  discharged  in  Carolina  or 
Georgia  and  likewise  to  put  him  on  wages  when  he 
arrives  on  the  spot  where  the  timber  is  to  be  got  and 
his  tools  landed. 

The  parties  bind  each  other  in  the  penal  sum  of  Two 
Hundred  dollars  to  perform  the  above  contract. 

N.  B.  The  said  Ephraim  Hathaway  agrees  to  be  ready 
to  sail  from  Falmouth  on  or  about  the  20th  day  of  October 
next. 

In  witness  whereof  We  Set  our  hands  and  seals  at 
Berkley  this  22nd  day  of  September  1818. 

signed  Ephraim  Hathaway 

signed  and  sealed  in  the  presence  of 
Samuel  Tobey,  2nd. 

The  Stone  Dock  at  the  foot  of  Shore  Street  had  been 
built  in  1817,  and  we  may  presume  that  on  or  about  the 
20th  day  of  October  there  were  busy  doings  in  Falmouth, 
with  workmen  arriving  from  all  parts  of  the  countryside 
surrounding,  laden  down  with  their  baggage,  bedding  and 
tools.  Some  took  their  families  with  them,  increasingly 
so  as  the  years  went  by,  the  business  flourished  and  the 
winter  live-oaking  camps  became  an  institution. 
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Some  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  the  business  may  be 
gained  from  the  fact  that  in  the  year  1818,  when  Ephraim 
Hathaway  signed  up  to  go  live-oaking  for  the  Swift  bro¬ 
thers,  Elijah  Swift’s  contract  with  the  Navy  Department 
for  material  for  a  ship  of  the  line  and  a  frigate  amounted 
to  $81,157.40,  which  was  a  very  large  sum  in  those  times. 

The  camp  was  generally  pitched,  presumably  for 
healthfulness,  on  one  of  the  many  small  wooded  islands 
that  cluster  along  the  Southern  coast. 

In  1833  a  romance  issued  from  the  live-oaking.  Har¬ 
riet  Chase,  of  a  Vermont  family  that  had  moved  to  War¬ 
ren,  R.  I.,  spent  a  winter  in  the  South  with  the  family  of 
a  Rev.  Mr.  Taylor.  Returning  in  the  Spring,  on  the  same 
boat  was  a  young  man  named  Thomas  Lawrence  Swift, 
the  son  of  Elijah  and  Hannah  (Lawrence)  Swift,  who 
had  been  born  in  1810  and  now,  aged  22,  having  gTown 
up  with  the  live-oaking  industry,  was  trusted  by  his  fa¬ 
ther  with  the  oversight  of  the  winter’s  work  in  the  South. 
August  1,  1833,  Harriet  Chase  and  young  Thomas  Law¬ 
rence  Swift  were  married  in  New  Bedford.  • 

In  October  of  that  same  year,  Thomas  L.  Swift  had 
again  to  go  South  with  the  crew  of  workmen  for  live-oak¬ 
ing,  and  he  decided  to  take  his  bride  with  him.  As  com¬ 
pany  for  her,  her  sister  Frances  was  invited  and  came  by 
boat  to  Woods  Hole..  For  some  reason  Harriet  was  not 
able  to  meet  her  sister  and  Thomas’  young  brother, 
George  Washington  Swift  was  sent  with  the  carriage  to 
meet  the  guest,  and  drive  her  to  the  family  home  in  Fal¬ 
mouth.  The  day  of  the  flapper  had  not  dawned,  and  the 
two  sisters  from  Saxon  Falls,  Vt.,  were  thoroughly  drilled 
in  the  etiquette  of  the  day.  “I  was  not  introduced  to  Mr. 
Swift  until  I  reached  my  sister”  wrote  Frances  Chase. 
What  a  charming  picture  it  all  makes — the  white  sailed 
vessel  making  into  Woods  Hole  harbor,  the  young  lad 
waiting  on  the  wharf,  the  pretty  young  lady,  fairy-like  in 
her  tiny  figure,  tripping  down  the  gangplank.  He  must 
have  asked  if  she  were  Miss  Chase,  she  must  have  mur¬ 
mured  an  affirmative  answer;  her  trunk  was  slung  up 
from  the  deck  to  the  wharf,  perhaps  loaded  into  the  back 
of  the  carriage,  and  then  through  the  four-mile  drive  up 
over  the  Quissett  hills,  through  the  winding  wooded 
curves,  the  young  lady  sits  primly  beside  the  youthful 
driver  until  she  reaches  sister  Harriet  and  can  be  de¬ 
corously  introduced  to  her  brother-in-law.  It  is  a  family 
tradition  that  it  was  a  case  of  love  at  first  sight  on  that 
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silent  drive.  George  was  14  years  old  on  that  day,  and 
the  year  he  was  21,  he  married  his  fragile  and  beautiful 
sister-in-law  and  continued  to  adore  her  all  his  life,  as 
well  he  might  for  Frances  Swift,  “Fannie  Fales”  was  a 
rarely  lovely  character  and  a  gifted  poetess. 

It  was  in  1816  that  Elijah  and  Thomas  Swift  com¬ 
menced  their  successful  operations  in  supplying  live  oak 
timber  from  the  Southern  seaboard  to  the  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment,  which  were  to  be  carried  on  for  many  years  and 
contribute  greatly  to  the  prosperity  of  many  Falmouth 
men  concerned  in  it,  in  one  capacity  or  another. 

The  files  of  the  Navy  Department  show  contracts 
with  Falmouth  men  as  follows: 

1816,  Elijah  and  Thomas  Swift. 

1817-18-21,  Elijah  Swift. 

1825-27,  E.  Swift  &  Son. 

1833-37,  Reuben  Swift. 

1833-34,  Elijah  Swift. 

1837,  Oliver  C.  Swift. 

1856-6-,  John  N.  Parker  of  East  Falmouth^ 

The  effects  of  Elijah  Swift’s  first  live  oak  venture 
were  soon  manifested  in  the  increased  prosperity  of  his 
home  in  Falmouth. 

The  venerable  Deacon  Timothy  Crocker,  who  lived  in 
the  large  house  facing  the  Green,  who  in  his  time  had 
been  so  influential  in  the  town,  died  in  1800.  His  son. 
Captain  Joseph  Crocker,  whose  wife  was  Martha  Dim- 
mick,  a  daughter  of  General  Joseph  Dimmick,  inherited 
the  old  house  and  lived  there,  bringing  up  a  good  old- 
fashioned  family  of  ten  children.  Captain  Joseph  Crock¬ 
er  was  interested  in  the  Southern  coasting  trade,  building 
and  owning  his  vessels,  and  at  one  time  having  a  store 
in  Beaufort,  S.  C. 

He  also  kept  a  store  in  the  east  end  of  his  house, 
which,  for  a  time,  was  the  only  store  in  Falmouth  village. 
The  embargo  of  1807  and  the  subsequent  depression  in 
shipping  circles  which  lasted  until  after  the  close  of  the 
War  of  1812,  severely  effected  Captain  Crocker’s  interests, 
and  eventually  he  was  forced  to  sell  the  old  home,  and 
removed  to  Charleston,  S.  C.,  where  he  died  in  1824. 

Before  the  misfortunes  caused  by  the  war  had  broken 
up  this  old  home,  it  had  been  the  scene  of  a  most  roman¬ 
tic  marriage  which  resulted  in  establishing  Captain 
Crocker's  daughter,  Mary,  in  a  large  and  elegant  mansion 
across  the  Green  from  her  parents’  dwelling. 
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On  January  30,  1812,  Captain  William  Bodfish,  of 
Sandwich,  married  Deborah,  daughter  of  Shubael  Hatch, 
host  of  the  old  inn  that  stood  on  the  corner  occupied 
(1930)  by  the  house  of  Mrs.  James  Watson. 

Shortly  thereafter,  in  1814  according  to  tradition, 
Captain  Bodfish  built  for  his  Deborah  the  large  square 
mansion  next  north  of  the  Congregational  Church.  At 
that  date,  of  course,  the  church  was  out  in  the  middle  of 
the  Green  and  Captain  Bodfish  had  as  neighbors  Dr. 
Francis  Wicks  and,  to  the  southward,  on  the  site  of  Mr. 
Frank  Crocker’s  home,  a  v/orthy  physician.  Dr.  Elisha  P. 
Fearing  who  was  married  to  a  daughter  of  the  dominie, 
Rev.  Henry  Lincoln. 

Deborah  Bodfish  died  on  July  14,  1815,  aged  only 
twenty-three,  and  leaving  two  little  children.  Eighteen 
months  later  we  perceive  that  Captain  William  Bodfish 
has  found  opportunity,  for  all  his  sea-faring  to  woo  Mary 
Crocker.  Captain  Bodfish  must  have  been  a  man  of 
masterful  type;  we  read  that  when,  as  a  lad  of  nineteen 
he  went  on  a  voyage  to  the  African  coasts -as  mate  in  a 
brig  owned  by  his  father,  at  the  death  of  the  captain  he 
assumed  command  and  successfully  brought  the  vessel 
home,  and  was  a  fully  licensed  master  before  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-one. 

There  is  a  delightful  tradition  that  towards  the  end 
of  November,  1816,  Captain  Bodfish  wrote  to  Captain 
William  Davis  of  Quissett,  who  had  formerly  been  mate 
under  him  on  a  previous  voyage,  informing  Captain  Davis 
that  he  w^as  loading  with  oil  for  Bremen  and  would  touch 
at  Falmouth  on  his  way  across  the  Atlantic.  Captain 
Davis  was  to  keep  a  vigilant  eye  out  for  the  Bodfish  ves¬ 
sel,  which  would  fly  a  pre-arranged  signal  as  she  neared 
the  Falmouth  coast,  and  to  be  waiting  on  the  shore  with 
a  horse  and  carriage  when  Captain  Bodfish  had  himself 
rowed  ashore. 

When  the  letter  arrived,  we  may  imagine  the  ensuing 
bustle.  Captain  Davis  would  have  to  drive  over  to  the 
old  house  facing  the  Green,  v/here  now  stands  the  Church 
of  St.  Barnabas,  and  give  the  news  that  started  all  the 
women-folk  to  scouring  and  baking;  and  dressing  the 
bride;  and  Captain  Davis,  himself,  probably  got  out  a 
huge  old-fashioned  spy-glass  and  stationed  himself  on  a 
convenient  vantage  point  somewhere  in  the  Quissett  hills 
to  watch  for  the  in-coming  vessel. 

Sometime  in  the  afternoon  of  December  first,  1816, 
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LIVE  OAK  AND  ELM  TREES 


Captain  William  Bodfish,  in  tailed  brodacloth  coat  and 
tall  beaver  hat,  was  rowed  ashore,  met  by  Captain  Davis 
and  galloped  to  Falmouth  to  the  home  of  his  waiting 
bride.  Unfortunately,  his  arrival  had  been  timed  at  the 
whim  of  the  winds,  and  when  he  reached  the  house,  to 
find  the  wedding  supper  ready,  the  bride  robed  and  the 
guests  assembled,  the  indispensable  functionary  was  ab¬ 
sent — the  Rev.  Henry  Lincoln,  brother-in-law  of  the  bride, 
had  been  called  away  on  parochial  duties. 

It  was  a  situation  that  a  hundred  years  later  would 
have  made  a  movie  scenario.  Off  shore,  as  the  sun  went 
down,  the  graceful  vessel  tugging  at  her  anchor;  Captain 
Bodfish  knowing  full  well  that  at  a  certain  stage  of  the 
tide  he  must  be  off;  friendly  Captain  Davis  dashing  out 
doors  to  scan  the  road  for  the  approaching  dust  of  the 
errant  clergyman;  housev/ives  anxiously  figuring  v/hether 
to  ‘hold  back’  the  supper  yet  a  little  while  or  eat  it  while 
it  was  hot;  the  two  small  children  of  Captain  Bodfish’s 
marriage  doubtless  growing  very  sleepy  in  the  rpidst  of 
this  strange  situation  of  which  they  had  no  understand¬ 
ing.  No  knowing  how  many  times  fat  old-fashioned  time¬ 
pieces  had  been  pulled  from  pockets  and  consulted  before 
finally  the  Rev.  Henry  Lincoln  put  in  his  belated  appear¬ 
ance,  but  it  was  ten  o’clock  of  a  frosty  winter  night  before 
Captain  William  Bodfish  and  Mary  Crocker  were  made 
man  and  wife.. 

Their  wedding  trip  was  a  hasty  drive  around  the 
Green  to  the  Bodfish  house  on  the  north-east  corner. 
Perhaps  the  sleepy  babies  had  already  been  carried  over 
and  put  to  bed  under  the  guardianship  of  an  accommo¬ 
dating  maiden  aunt.  . 

Captain  Bodfish  took  his  bride  to  her  new  home, 
kissed  her  hastily,  and  was  v/hirled  off  by  fidus  Achates 
Davis  to  the  shore  where  the  small  boat  waited  to  row 
him  to  his  vessel,  and  so  to  Bremen! 

It  was  in  December,  1816,  that  Captain  William  Bod¬ 
fish,  after  a  wedding  tour  of  half-way  around  the  Village 
Green,  installed  his  bride,  Mary  Crocker  Bodfish,  in  the 
big  white  house  on  the  corner,  and  set  sail  for  Bremen 
since  time  and  tide  waited  for  no  honeymoon. 

It  was  that  same  year  that  Elijah  and  Thomas  Swift 
took  their  first  contract  for  live-oak  timbers  for  the  Navy 
Department.  Elijah’s  star  of  fortune  was  just  rising, 
while  that  of  the  Crocker’s  was  about  to  be  obscured  by 
clouds.  Captain  Joseph  Crocker,  son  of  old  Deacon  Timo- 
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thy  Crocker,  had  suffered  severely  from  the  depression  re¬ 
sulting  in  shipping  circles  from  the  War  of  1812. 

In  1817  the  mortage  was  foreclosed  on  his  house,  built 
by  his  father  in  1755;  the  house  in  which  Captain  William 
Bodfish  and  his  wife  had  waited  interminable  hours  for 
the  parson  to  come  back  from  his  parochial  calls  in  time 
to  marry  them  before  the  vessel  sailed  for  Bremen.  Cap¬ 
tain  Joseph  Crocker  left  Falmouth  for  South  Carolina, 
where  the  tide  of  prosperity  appeared  to  be  turning,  and 
where  he  already  had  a  store  and  wide  acquaintance,  and 
there,  in  Charleston,  S.  C.,  he  died  seven  years  later. 

Perhaps  Elijah  Swift  already  held  the  mortgage  on 
Captain  Crocker’s  property;  perhaps  he  only  had  his  eye 
on  it  as  a  desirable  place  of  residence;  or  it  may  be  that 
his  home  farther  down  Main  Street,  where  the  lawn  is 
now  in  front  of  the  Public  Library  was  becoming  cramped 
as  his  family  grew,  for  in  1817,  besides  the  three  children 
left  by  his  first  wife,  Chloe  Price  Swift,  there  was  now 
little  Chloe,  born  July  10,  1808,  Thomas  Lawrence  Swift, 
born  June  9,  1810,  and  a  baby,  Cornelia,  that  lived  but  a 
year,  dying  in  1816;  these  being  the  children  of  the  sec¬ 
ond  wife,  Hannah  Lawrence  Swift. 

At  any  rate,  the  old  deeds  allege  that  Elijah  Swift 
purchased  a  tract  of  land  from  Captain  Joseph  Crocker 
in  1817  for  three  hundred  dollars,  and  shortly  thereafter 
raised  $1275  from  a  Boston  banker,  giving  a  mortgage  on 
the  same  property  as  security,  which  in  due  season  was 
promptly  discharged. 

In  1817  this  property  was  bounded  “on  the  north¬ 
east  corner  by  the  County  Road  and  John  Hatch,  junior, 
thence  south-west  331/2  rods  to  fresh  pond,  north  east  by 
Consider  Hatch,  thence  on  the  same  course  by  Timothy 
Parker’s  land  to  the  north  east  corner  of  said  Parker’s  at 
the  road,  and  easterly  21 V2  rods  on  the  County  Road”  and 
it  included  Ihrec  of  meadow  west  of  Fresh  Pond 

with  one  Price  and  Ghubael  Hatch  adjoining. 

It  included  all  the  land  now  the  site  of  St.  Barnabas 
Memorial  Church;  it  exrended  from  the  “County  Road” 
at  the  Green  clear  through  to  Fresh  Pond;  it  took  in  the 
white  hou.se  occupied  by  Mrs.  J.  E.  Dwight,  though  there 
was  no  house  there  in  1817;  and  it  did  not  include  the 
present  Rectory  of  St.  Barnabas,  that  being  in  1817  the 
John  Hatch  place. 

To  this  estate  then,  moved  Elijah  Swift,  with  his  wife, 
Mrs.  Hannah  Lawrence  Swift,  his  six  children  and  his 
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LIVE  OAK  AND  ELM  TREES 


lares  and  penates.  Being  a  “housewright”  originally  by 
trade,  and  an  aesthete  by  nature,  we  are  probably  not 
unduly  exercising  our  imagination  in  surmising  that 
Elijah  had  his  new  property  very  thoroughly  renovated 
before  moving  in. 

It  was  a  large  and  rambling  wooden  house,  with  no 
particular  architectural  aspirations  but  plenty  of  room  for 
a  large  family.  The  southern  aspect,  looking  toward 
Fresh  Pond,  was  given  over  to  tacked-on  additions  neces¬ 
sary  to  all  homes  in  the  days  when  houses  were  heated 
by  wood  stoves  and  fireplaces  and  transport  accomplished 
by  horses.  The  woodshed  was  reached  through  the  kitchen 
and  in  turn  gave  access  to  the  barns.  This  prosaic  fact 
brings  up  an  anecdote  of  Elijah  Swift  that  gives  us  a  very 
pleasant  glimpse  of  appreciation  of  beauty  instinct  in  the 
character  of  this  highly  successful  “self-made”  man. 

In  the  1840’s,  the  barn  on  the  Swift  property  was 
discovered  to  be  on  fire  one  night.  Zebulon  Bowman  of 
West  Falmouth,  who  for  thirty-four  years  was  the  trusted 
and  trusty  factotum  looking  after  the  place,  woke  to  find 
his  room  full  of  smoke.  He  hastily  roused  the  sleeping 
family  and  hurried  to  the  barn  to  try  to  save  the  five 
horses  kept  there.  So  rapidly  had  the  flames  made 
headway,  however,  that  every  horse  was  dead  already. 
Across  the  street  was  the  ‘new’  Town  Hall,  built  in  1840, 
and  Elijah  Swift  himself  had  donated  the  bell  that  topped 
it.  Someone  was  despatched,  doubtless,  to  ring  the  bell, 
and  from  all  the  neighboring  houses  volunteers  came 
pouring  in  various  stages  of  dress  and  undress,  each 
snatching  from  the  front  ‘entry’  as  he  hurried  out  the 
old-fashioned  leather  fire-buckets  that  were  an  indispen¬ 
sable  part  of  household  equipment  in  those  days. 

Bucket-lines  were  quickly  formed  and  slopping,  heavy 
leather  buckets  passed  up  from  the  pond,  and  hack  to  be 
re-filled.  The  barn  was  hopelessly  in  conflagration,  no 
need  to  waste  time  on  trying  to  save  it  once  it  was  as¬ 
certained  that  the  horses  were  dead;  the  woodshed  was 
ignited,  sparks  flying,  flames  roaring  up  in  the  dark, 
waves  of  heat  sweeping  over.  As  dawn  broke,  with  beams 
still  smouldering,  embers  not  yet  quenched,  someone 
found  Elijah  Swift  walking  on  the  far  side  of  the  house. 
Elijah  explained.  He  could  not  wait  longer  to  find  out  if 
the  oak  tree  in  the  yard  had  been  hurt  by  the  blaze.  '  To 
his  immense  relief  it  was  safe. 

“I  could  build  me  another  house”  said  Elijah,  “but 
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’twould  take  too  long  to  grow  another  tree  as  fine  as  that  ” 

The  old  oak  still  stands,  stately  and  graceful,  far 
larger  than  ever  Elijah  lived  to  see  it,  guardian  of  the 
beautiful  stone  church  to  which  Elijah’s  old  home  yielded 
place  when  it  was  bought  in  1888  by  the  Beebe  family  and 
moved  to  its  present  location  in  the  rear  of  Judah  Nick¬ 
erson’s  shop. 

After  the  fire,  when  the  barn  was  rebuilt,  the  wood¬ 
shed  no  longer  joined  the  barn  to  the  house. 

Elijah  Swift  had  an  enduring  passion  for  trees,  and 
it  is  to  him  solely  that  we  of  today  owe  the  leafy  charm 
of  the  Green  in  season  and  the  exquisite  tracery  of  its 
bare  black  boughs  against  the  sky  in  winter. 

In  1832,  the  town  by  a  vote  in  town  meeting,  con¬ 
sented  to  permit  Elijah  Swift  to  plant  a  ring  of  trees 
around  the  circumference  of  the  Green,  provided  that  it 
was  done  at  his  own  expense  and  with  the  further  stipula¬ 
tion  that  if  they  should  become  a  nuisance,  Elijah  Swift 
would  have  them  removed.  The  latter  clause,  probably, 
with  a  thrifty  eye  to  seeing  that  if  the  trees  did  not  flour¬ 
ish  after  transplanting  they  should  not  become  an  eye¬ 
sore  and  a  wilderness  of  bleak  trunks  forever. 

Elijah  Swift  duly  had  the  trees  set  out,  and  when  the 
summer  that  year  proved  to  be  one  of  unusual  drought, 
he  further  employed  a  man  to  carry  water  daily  from 
Shiverick’s  Pond  and  drench  the  soil  about  each  sapling. 

Not  all  the  trees  about  the  Green  are  those  originally 
set  out  by  Elijah  Swift.  In  1857,  when  the  First  Con¬ 
gregational  Church  was  moved  from  its  site  in  the  center 
of  the  Green  to  its  present  location  across  the  street 
to  the  northward,  it  was  necessary  to  take  down  one  of 
the  large  trees  to  allow  its  passage,  and  the  two  smaller 
trees  standing  today  directly  opposite  the  Church,  were 
planted  after  its  removal  to  fill  the  gap. 

Incidentally,  the  old  stepping  stone  of  the  Church, 
on  which  in  the  past  so  many  grave  and  reverend  gentle¬ 
men  have  alighted,  or  pious  ladies  of  the  old  days  been 
helped  down  from  pillions,  is  still  in  situ  on  the  Green, 
almost  directly  opposite  Dr.  Wiswall’s  house. 
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CHAPTER  XI 


WHALERS  OF  FALMOUTH 


The  roots  of  the  whaling  history  go  deep  into  the 
character  of  the  country  roundabout  Falmouth. 
When  the  Pilgrims  first  came  to  Cape  Cod  and  Ply¬ 
mouth,  they  found  the  Indians  already  expert  in  whaling, 
which  they  carried  on  in  canoes,  with  stone-headed  ar¬ 
rows  and  spears  to  which  were  attached  short  lines  with 
wooden  floats. 

Waymouth's  Journal  of  a  voyage  to  America  in  1605 
has  left  us  an  interesting  description  of  the  Indian 
methods  of  whaling  on  the  New  England  coast  during 
the  winter  months  from  November  to  April  which  was 
the  ‘season.’ 

“One  especial  thing  is  their  manner  of  killing  the 
whale  which  they  call  a  powdawe;  and  will  describe  his 
form;  how  he  bloweth  up  the  water;  and  that  he  is  twelve 
fathoms  long;  that^they  go  in  company  of  their  king  with 
a  multitude  of  their  boats;  and  strike  him  with  a  bone 
made  in  fashion  of  a  harping  iron  fastened  to  a  rope, 
which  they  make  great  and  strong  of  the  bark  of  trees, 
which  they  veer  out  after  him;  then  all  their  boats  come 
about  him  as  he  riseth  above  water,  with  their  arrows 
they  shoot  him  to  death;  when  they  have  killed  him  and 
dragged  him  to  shore,  they  call  all  their  chief  lords  to¬ 
gether  and  sing  a  song  of  joy;  and  those  chief  lords,  whom 
they  call  sagamores,  divide  the  spoil  and  give  to  every 
man  a  share,  which  pieces  so  distributed,  they  hang  up 
about  their  houses  for  provisions;  and  when  they  boil 
them  they  blow  off  the  fat  and  put  to  their  pease,  maize 
and  other  pulse  which  they  eat.” 

Recently  we  were  handed  by  Willard  N.  Chadwick  of 
North  Falmouth  a  list  of  names  of  Falmouth  men  who 
went  to  sea  and  became  masters  of  ships  or  smaller  ves¬ 
sels..  As  we  will  encounter  many  of  these  names  in  the 
narrative  of  the  whaling  epoch  of  Falmouth’s  history,  it 
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seems  advisable  to  publish  Mr.  Chadwick’s  compilation 
in  order  that  readers  may  seek  therein  for  relatives  or 
ancestors  of  their  own  to  give  an  added  interest  to  the 
town  history  through  linking  it  with  their  family  bio¬ 
graphy. 

Mr.  Chadwick  did  not  hand  us  the  list  with  any  claim 
that  it  was  complete,  but  merely  as  representing  the 
names  that  had  occurred  to  him,  many  of  them  men 
whom  he  had  known  personally  in  the  past. 

FALMOUTH  CAPTAINS 

Lewis  N.  Herendeen,  Thomas  Lawrence,  Lewis  Law¬ 
rence, Issachar  Aikin,  Silas  Jones,  Joseph  Dimmick,  Sam¬ 
uel  F.  Davis,  Benjamin  Franklin  Jones,  Moses  R.  Fish, 
John  R.  Lawrence,  Oliver  C.  Swift,  William  F.  Jones,  Solo¬ 
mon  L.  Hamlin,  Silas  Bourne,  Obed  Pierce,  Arza  Fish, 
Silas  Baker,  Nehemiah  P.  Baker,  Elnathan  B.  Fisher,  John 
Tobey,  Lewis  Baker,  Weston  Swift,  Solomon  Swift,  Charles 
Childs,  Roland  Phinney,  Charles  Tobey,  Zenas  Hamblin, 
William  Childs,  Abishai  Phinney,  Edward  Phinney,  Peter 
Lewis,  Charles  Turner,  James  N.‘  Fisher,  Watson  Fisher, 
William  W.  Eldredge,  Freeman  Robinson. 

Aseph  S.  Weeks,  John  C.  Hamblin,  Caleb  O.  Hamblin, 
Samuel  Eldred,  Charles  Nye,  Avlin  E.  Nye,  James  M. 
Withered,  John  C.  Nye,  Peter  E.  Childs,  James  Nye,  An¬ 
drew  M.  Shiverick,  Warren  N.  Bourne,  Charles  E.  Davis, 
Benjamin  Swift,  Hiram  Nye,  James  D.  Hoxie,  Josiah  Jones, 
James  Hinckley,  Isaac  Hatch,  Oliver  Robinson,  John 
Phinney,  Arnold  Small,  Allen  Green,  William  Ellis, 
Thomas  G.  Nye,  Thomas  J.  McLane,  Edwin  F.  Lawrence, 
David  B.  Nye,  Alvin  E.  Nye,  Ira  W.  Hatch,  James  C..  Davis, 
Andrew  Baker,  Robert  P.  Gifford,  Silas  Eldred,  Ebenezer 
Bowman,  Joseph  Bowman,  Elihu  Fish,  Elial  T.  Fish,  Daniel 
Jennings,  Warren  Nye,  Clayton  Collins,  George  F.  Nye, 
Freeman  Burgess,  Charles  G.  Borden,  Israel  Davis,  Mica- 
jah  Fisher,  Charles  J.  .Nye,  Nathaniel  Eldred,  Frank 
Baker. 

Additional  names  of  Falmouth  captains  include: 

Joseph  Baker,  Silas  G.  Baker,  Russell  S.  Bodfish,  Wil¬ 
liam  Bodfish,  William  P.  Boggs,  Silas  J.  Bourne,  William 
A.  Bourne,  Henry  C.  Bunker,  Herbert  F.  Burrill,  John 
Crocker,  Rowland  R.  Crocker,  Heman  Crocker,  Seth  Col¬ 
lins,  Louis  Callott,  Nathaniel  H.  Coleman,  Noah  Davis, 
Francis  Davis,  William  Davis,  Levi  F.  Doty,  Lemuel  El¬ 
dred,  William' Eldred,  Ward  Eldred,  Sr.,  Ward  Eldred,  Ben- 
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jamin  J.  Edwards,  Stanton  C.  Fisher,  Frederick  Fish,  Isaac 
R.  Fish,  Abner  C.  Fish,  Joseph  W.  Gardner,  Harrison 
Goodspeed,  William  Gifford,  Henry  F.  Gifford,  Seth  Gif¬ 
ford,  Thomas  Hamblin,  Thomas  Hinckley,  Alonzo  O.  Her- 
endeen,  Rowland  Jones,  Samuel  Lawrence,  Augustus 
Lawrence,  George  S.  Lawrence,  Peleg  Lawrence,  Thomas 
H.  Lawrence,  John  C.  Lincoln,  Freeman  B.  Lewis,  Frank¬ 
lin  Nye,  Joseph  P.  Nye,  David  G.  Pierce,  Ephraim  Phinney, 
Edward  B.  Phinney,  Sylvanus  Robinson,  William  Robin¬ 
son,  Oliver  F.  Robinson,  D.  Rogers,  Silas  F.  Swift,  John 
Swift,  Micah  L.  Swift,  Weston  J.  Swift,  Joseph  Swift,  Jos¬ 
eph  Swift,  3d.,  Reuben  Swift,  Edward  P.  Shiverick,  Elihu 
F.  Turner,  Isaiah  N.  Tobey,  Henry  Tobey,  Asa  S.  Tobey, 
Peter  Wainwright,  R.  D.  Wicks,  Sumner  A.  Withington. 

From  these  two  lists,  we  thus  have  sea  captains  to 
the  number  of  148  known  to  have  gone  forth  from  Fal¬ 
mouth.  When  we  remember  that  in  the  first  fifty  years 
of  the  nineteenth  century  the  population  of  Falmouth 
ranged  in  the  neighborhood  of  2000  souls,  which  in  that 
day  of  large  families  would  average  about  300  households, 
it  comes  home  to  us  how  strongly  the  sea  drew  and  dom¬ 
inated  the  men  of  the  town. 

From  the  earliest  days  of  the  colony  the  sea  had  been 
both  source  of  food,  of  livelihood  and  of  communication. 
The  people,  of  the  old  Anglo-Saxon  stock  that  had  pro¬ 
duced  Drake,  Gosnold,  John  Smith,  came  naturally  by 
their  innate  seamanship,  fearlessness  and  enterprise. 

As  early  as  1715  we  find  evidence  of  the  way  in  which 
the  young  men  looked  forward  to  their  first  sea  voyage 
in  much  the  manner  that  today  a  youth  expects  to  go  to 
college,  in  a  quaint  little  letter  found  about  1892  by  the 
Rev.  Benjamin  Rowley  Gifford  of  Woods  Hole  in  a  false 
bottom  of  an  old  chest.  It,  with  other  deeds,  came 
into  the  possesssion  of  the  late  Henry  H.  Fay  who  de¬ 
posited  them  in  the  keeping  of  the  Falmouth  Historical 
Society. 

This  letter,  with  its  touch  of  filial  solicitude,  its 
homely  concern  over  herrings  and  cotton  garments,  and 
its  matter-of-fact  preparation  for  a  voyage  to  the  Ba¬ 
hamas  in  a  small  sailing  vessel  before  the  days  of  steam, 
of  Government  charts,  of  charts,  of  radio,  is  a  delightful 
link  with  the  past. 

“fare  haven  March  ye  22  1715. 
honored  father 

I  right  to  Let  you  know  that  we  shall  be  ready  to 
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sale  in  four  or  five  days  We  are  going  to  the  behames 
and  then  on  the  southand  ground  we  shall  make  two 
trips  in  the  run  of  the****tell  Mister  pharman  if  he  will 
fetch  you* •♦•herring  that  will  pay  him  in  porpus  oyl 
you  must  go  to  Capt  fish  and  Mister  hamond  when  your 
in  want  of  aney  thing  that  you  want  so****i  remain 
your  son 

Benjn  Rowly 

send  my  cotton* •••over  by  Peter  Coknin  if  he  comes  on 
to  go  with  us.” 

Peter  Coknin  was,  perhaps,  a  Mashpee  Indian,  the 
name  has  a  guttural  sound,  and  we  know  that  in  the  early 
days  the  Indians  were  much  about  the  houses  and  farms 
of  Falmouth  as  servants,  and  also  that  they  were  then, 
and  later,  excellent  seamen. 

The  ‘Rowleys’  lived  at  Quissett  and  Benjamin  doubt¬ 
less  went  to  ‘fare  haven’  to  join  his  ship  by  coasting  ves¬ 
sel  from  Woods  Hole,  and  sent  back  this  two-hundred- 
year-old  letter  sheet  by  the  same  means. 

Another  letter  from  the  same  collection  of  Rowley- 
Gifford  papers  is  a  generation  later  but  still  keeping  to 
the  tradition  of  Falmouth’s  connection  with  the  sea. 

“A  memerandum  of  A  Bargain  or  An  Agreement 
made  Between  JUDAH  WEST  and  JOHN  PRICE  Both 
of  falmouth  in  ye  County  of  Barnstable  on  the  one  Part 
and  THEOPHILUS  DIMICK,  SOLOMON  DAVIS  and 
THEODORE  MORSE  on  ye  other  Part,  all  of  falmouth 
Abovesaid,  Have  Bargained  and  Agreed  as  foloweth,  that 
is  to  say,  The  former  Part  doth  promise  upon  the  for¬ 
feiture  of  All  Damigies  To  Built  a  Sloop  By  30th  day  of 
Ogust  next  which  will  be  In  the  year  Ang  dy  1749  To 
Build  Hir  Good  and  strong  Workmanlike  in  every  per- 
ticular  Part  and  Pece  About  Hir  And  By  the  Dementions 
As  foloweth  That  is  forty  feet  straight  Rabit  Sixteen 
foot  Beam  and  six  foot  and  •♦  inches  deep  in  the  Hoole 
and  to  finish  Hir  off  in  ********  according  to  Comon 
Custom  of  ship  Carpendry.  By  the  time  aforesaid  and 
also  to  find  Keel  ••••  Kilson  and  Weals  in  the  shipyard 
where  the  abovesaid  WEST  Built  his  last  sloop  and  We 
the  later  Part  dew  Oblige  our  *•••  upon  the  same  for¬ 
feiture  to  find  in  the  Aforesaid  shipyard  All  the  remain¬ 
ing  timber  Plank  and  Iron  Work  And  All  Tools  Cus¬ 
tomary  to  be  found  in  such  a  call  suitable  for  the  afore¬ 
said  sloop  and  find  them  as  they  want  them  without 
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WHALERS  OF  FALMOUTH 


aney  detrement  or  Hindrance  to  the  Work  of  the  said 
sloop  and  we  the  aforesaid  THEOPHILUS  DIMUCK, 
SOLOMON  DAVIS  and  THEODORE  MORSE  do  give 
unto  the  aforesaid  JUDAH  WEST  and  JOHN  PRICE  for 
Building  the  aforesaid  sloop  Eleven  Pound  Ten  Shillings 
old  tener  per  ton  and  Twenty  Five  Pound  old  tener  for 
the  Keel  Kilson  and  Weals  found  as  abovesaid.  This  we 
have  all  agreed  unto  thereunto  we  have  set  our  hands  in 
presence  of,  further  we  are  to  find  a  ship  saw  set  bolts 
king  bolts  file  and  Rain  Ropes  stable  for  sd  sloop. 

JUDAH  WEST 
JOHN  PRICE 
THEOPHILUS  DIMUCK 
SOLOMON  DAVIS 
THEODORE  MORSE 

Witnesses:  JOSEPH  BAIRN 
SAML  HATCH 

Who  Judah  West  was,  we  do  not  know,  but  the  fact 
that  the  document  mentions  a  previous  vessel  built  by 
him,  and  the  fact  that  the  document  was  among  the 
Rowley-Gifford  papers  leads  us  to  infer  that  his  shipyard 
was  in  Quissett,  and  perhaps  on  the  Rowley  property, 
much  of  which  is  today  the  Fay  estate. 

Dimock  or  Dimuck  (Theophilus  appears  to  have  been 
thoroughly  catholic  in  his  choice  of  spellings)  is  of  course 
a  name  familiar  to  us  who  have  already  followed  the 
Revolutionary  history  in  which  General  Joseph  Dimmick 
was  so  prominent,  and  the  history  of  the  Village  Green 
in  which  we  identified  the  present  home  of  Dr.  E.  H.  Tripp 
as  built  in  1804  by  Braddock  Dimmick,  son  of  the  doughty 
General. 

The  Town  of  Falmouth  was  late  in  entering  the  list 
of  ports  from  which  whaling  vessels  put  forth;  it  is  not 
until  1820  that  the  first  mention  of  a  whaling  vessel  from 
Falmouth  is,  found. 

Nantucket  had  been  hard  at  it  for  a  century  before 
Falmouth  sent  out  a  vessel,  for  it  was  in  1712  that  Chris¬ 
topher  Hussey,  blown  out  to  sea  while  cruising  along  the 
coast,  killed  a  sperm  whale  which  he  met  on  what  was 
later  to  be  called  “the  off-shore  grounds”,  and  by  his  dis¬ 
covery  inaugurated  the  increase  in  size  of  whaling  vessels 
and  the  extension  of  voyages  up  to  four  and  five  years. 
Nantucket  was  the  only  port  to  carry  on  whaling  during 
the  war,  but  so  many  of  their  vessels  were  captured,  over 
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1200  Nantucket  men  being  made  prisoners  or  killed,  that 
the  industry  was  severely  crippled  and  William  Rotch, 
Quaker  whaling  magnate,  made  his  migration,  first  to 
Dunkirk  in  Normandy,  and  finally  to  New  Bedford. 

There  was  always  much  commerce  between  Nan¬ 
tucket  and  Falmouth  in  the  old  days,  Woods  Hole  harbor 
being  the  point  of  embarkation  in  coasting  vessels  for 
travel  to  the  Vineyard  or  Nantucket,  and  it  is  probable 
that  many  Falmouth  lads  from  time  to  time  shipped  in 
the  Nantucket  whalers  and  learned  this  highly  specialised 
profession. 

About  1820  whaling  in  Nantucket  and  other  ports  had 
grown  to  such  proportions  that  ships  of  300  tons,  capable 
of  making  a  three  or  four  year  voyage,  came  into  vogue, 
and  at  that  news  the  harbor  bar  in  Nantucket  began 
‘moaning’  in  earnest,  for  it  was  not  feasible  for  vessels 
of  such  drought  to  pass  over  the  bar  into  Nantucket  har¬ 
bor.  For  a  while  the  unwieldy  ‘camels’,  or  drydock  barges, 
were  used  to  float  the  laden  vessels  into  the  harbor;  but 
it  was  too  much  to  expect  that  some  man  somewhere 
would  not  be  keen-witted  enough  to  take  advantage  of 
this  handicap  and  challenge  in  earnest  Nantucket’s  su¬ 
premacy  in  the  whaling  business. 

New  Bedford,  of  course,  captured  the  supremacy  in 
the  field  and  reigned  as  queen  of  the  seas  for  many  years; 
but  Falmouth  may  well  be  proud  of  the  degree  of  success 
which  she  achieved,  remote  as  she  was  from  the  world  in 
the  days  before  the  coming  of  the  railroad,  and  with  only 
the  sparse  population  of  the  Cape  to  draw  on  for  the  men 
to  man  her  fleet. 

When  Falmouth  entered  the  lists  the  horizon  had 
been  pushed  back  by  the  indomitable  Yankee  seamen 
until  there  was  no  part  of  the  ocean  in  the  warmer  lati¬ 
tudes  that  had  not  been  furrowed  by  the  keel  of  a  whaler. 
American  coasts  and  Atlantic  waters  were  early  can¬ 
vassed,  and  by  1815,  after  the  war  with  England,  American 
whaleships  were  pursuing  the  leviathan  in  the  Indian 
and  Pacific  Oceans  as  well.  In  1819,  the  cruising  ground 
off  the  coast  of  Japan  was  opened  up  by  Capt.  Joseph 
Allen  of  the  Nantucket  ship  Maro. 

It  was  left,  however,  for  Falmouth  to  have  the  honor 
of  claiming  the  first  white  woman,  so  far  as  known,  to 
go  ashore  and  actually  pass  some  time  in  the  proud  iso¬ 
lated  Empire  which  until  1853  permitted  no  foreigners 
upon  its  soil  under  penalty  of  death,  allegedly.  About 
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WHALERS  OF  FALMOUTH 


1845  Mrs.  Cordelia  Childs,  of  North  Falmouth,  wife  of 
Captain  Peter  Childs,  while  on  a  voyage  in  her  husband’s 
vessel,  put  into  a  port  in  Japan  where  they  were  kindly 
received  and  supplied  v/ith  the  necessary  supplies  of  fresh 
water  and  green  vegetables  and  poultry.  It  must  have 
been  in  Northern  Hondo,  or  southern  Yezo,  v/here  the 
government  at  Yedo  v/hich  had  banned  foreigners,  was 
far  distant,  for  such  an  infringement  of  the  strict  law 
to  occur,  but  the  people  proved  most  friendly  and  imbued 
with  a  naive  curiosity  over  the  v/hite  lady.  Mrs.  Childs’ 
stories  of  how  the  little  brown  people  thronged  around  her 
and  fingered  her  garments  from  head  to  foot  in  their 
wonder  are  still  a  tradition  in  the  family. 

Restless,  shrewd,  venturesome  Elijah  Swuft — he  had 
lived  in  the  big  house  opposite  the  Village  Green  where 
today  stands  the  Memorial  Church  of  St.  Barnabas;  the 
plucky,  beauty-loving,  executive-minded  man  who  had 
been  born  on  the  bank  of  the  Coonemessett  River  in 
Hatchville;  the  man  who  had  made  his  start  with  the 
contract  to  build  the  first  town  schoolhouse  in  Falmouth, 
who  had  defiantly  built  and  launched  his  owh  schooner, 
the  Status  Ante  Bellum,  in  Falmouth  rather  than  let  the 
British  keep  him  off  the  high  seas  during  the  War  of  1812, 
who  had  rapidly  accumulated  a  fortune  ‘live-oaking’  in 
the  Southern  swamps  to  fill  Navy  contracts  for  ships  of 
the  line  and  men  o’  war — Elijah  Swift  was  the  first  man 
to  seize  the  fabulous  possibilities  of  wealth  in  the  whaling 
business. 

With  the  year  1820,  when  the  brig  Sarah  Herrick,  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  made  a  voyage  in  June  to 
the  Atlantic  whaling  grounds,  returning  with  a  modest 
cargo  of  300  barrels  of  sperm  oil  to  Falmouth,  begins  the 
whaling  epoch  in  Falmouth,  dominated  for  many  years 
by  the  energetic  figure  of  Elijah  Swift. 

Several  direct  descendants  of  this  masterful  person, 
who  stamped  his  individuality  incisively  on  the  growth 
and  development  of  the  old  town  still  live  in  Falmouth, 
including  E.  E.  C.  Swift,  Jr.,  Water  Commissioner,  (1927); 
Dr.  T.  Lawrence  Swift,  of  the  Falmouth  Board  of  Health 
(1927);  Mrs.  Kathryn  Swift  Greene,  Mrs.  Frances  Swift 
Clapp,  Angus  V.  Swift;  all  of  whom  derive  their  descent 
from  Elijah  Swift’s  second  marriage,  with  Hannah  Law¬ 
rence. 

The  square  white- mansion  on  the  north-rwest  corner 
of  the  Green,  in  which  (1930)  lives  Mrs.  Elijah  Swift,  is 
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also  linked  with  the  whaling  days  of  old  Falmouth,  having 
been  in  those  days  the  home  of  Oliver  C.  Swift,  eldest  son 
of  Elijah  by  his  first  wife,  Chloe  Price. 

Its  neighboring  house,  across  the  road,  today  (1930) 
the  property  of  William  H.  Hewins,  Town  Clerk  and  Town 
Treasurer  of  Falmouth,  a  century  ago  was  inhabited  by 
John  Jenkins,  close  friend  of  Elijah  Swift,  whose  oldest 
son,  Oliver  C.  Swift,  married  Eliza  R.  Jenkins,  daughter 
of  John.  Oliver  C.  Swift  purchased  the  house  on  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  Green  in  1830,  from  Dr.  E.  P.  Fearing,  executor 
of  the  estate  of  Capt.  William  Bodfish. 

Near  the  Jenkins  house,  on  the  corner  of  Palmer  Ave¬ 
nue,  facing  the  Green,  stood  a  small  structure,  insignifi¬ 
cant  enough  in  appearance,  yet  through  whose  portal 
passed  probably  every  Falmouth  lad  who  went  to  sea,  for 
in  this  building  John  Jenkins  maintained  a  whaling  sup¬ 
ply  shop  where  were  to  be  had  sea-boots  and  pea  jackets, 
tarpaulins  and  ditty  bags,  and  the  hundred  and  one  little 
things  indispensable  to  a  sailor’s  outfit.  John  Jenkins, 
who  succeeded  Elijah  Swift  at  a  later  date  as  President 
of  the  Falmouth  National  Bank,  had  a  very  sound  and 
‘long’  as  the  phrase  goes,  financial  head.  His  especial 
province  in  the  whaling  business,  was  to  estimate  and 
compute.  He  could  tell  what  supplies  would  be  required 
for  a  given  voyage,  he  knew  the  quality  of  stores  or  cloth¬ 
ing  that  should  be  purchased.  If  a  ship’s  outfit  had  been 
arranged  by  John  Jenkins,  the  master  might  sail  secure 
in  the  knowledge  that  when  three  years  out  from  home, 
up  in  the  Arctic,  or  down  in  the  tropic  south  seas,  were  a 
cask  of  biscuit  broached  or  a  bit  of  canvas  needed  to  re¬ 
place  a  sail,  or  a  card  of  Portland  sulphur  matches  re¬ 
quired,  it  would  infallibly  be  found  among  the  stores  just 
where  and  just  what  it  should  be. 

Down  in  Woods  Hole,  on  what  is  today  the  Newcomb 
Carlton  estate  stood  a  stone  look-out  tower,  now  in¬ 
corporated  into  Mr.  Carlton’s  summer  home.  From  Woods 
Hole  to  Plymouth  stretched  a  series  of  lookouts  from 
which  signals  were  flashed  and  messages  sent  to  Boston 
in  the  fast  time  of  two  hours  when  an  important  vessel 
was  sighted  beating  up  the  coast.  In  those  days,  before 
the  Canal  was  dug,  all  shipping  would  make  into  Vineyard 
Sound  and  thence  round  Cape  Cod  on  its  course  to  Boston, 
arriving  some  twenty-four  hours  later  in  Boston,  so  that 
advance  information  from  Woods  Hole  would  have  had  a 
very  definite  commercial  value. 
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WHALERS  OF  FALMOUTH 


It  may  have  been  from  this  look-out  tower,  or  by 
some  other  means,  that  information  of  the  arrival  of  a 
whaling  vessel  at  Woods  Hole  reached  Falmouth,  but  the 
tradition  in  the  Jenkins  family  relates  the  stir  and  bustle 
that  ensued  in  the  household  when  such  tidings  arrived. 
The  horse  must  be  hitched,  father’s  high  hat  brought  out, 
and  off  John  Jenkins  would  go,  because  when  the  vessel 
had  docked,  or  anchored,  as  the  case  may  be,  the  first 
business  to  be  attended  to  was  a  conference  between  the 
Captain  and  John  Jenkins  in  which  Mr.  Jenkins  would 
‘figure  the  voyage’  noting  down  the  number  of  barrels  of 
oil  brought  home,  the  pounds  of  whale-bone,  the  rare  but 
valuable  finds  of  ambergris.  Against  the  proceeds  must 
be  entered  the  cost  of  outfitting  the  vessel,  the  expenses 
incurred  on  the  long  voyage;  and  then  came  the  most 
arduous  part  of  the  keeping  of  accounts  for  whalers,  the 
figuring  of  the  profits  in  terms  of  each  man’s  lay.  In 
those  days  no  man  shipped  on  a  whaler  for  a  definite 
salary,  but  each  was  allotted  his  proportion,  in  accordance 
with  his  rank  and  duties,  of  the  profit  of  the  voyage. 

With  the  successful  return  of  the  brig  Sarah  Herrick 
from  the  Atlantic  Whaling  grounds  in  1821,  dates  the 
whaling  industry  of  the  port  of  Falmouth.  That  very 
year  Elijah  Swift  had  built  in  Wareham  the  ship  Poca¬ 
hontas,  which  set  out  on  her  maiden  voyage  in  December, 
1821,  under  Captain  Frederick  Chase,  spent  three  years 
cruising  in  the  Pacific  and  brought  home  2000  barrels  of 
sperm  oil. 

Old  Elijah  Swift,  for  all  his  daring,  had  a  spice  of 
Yankee  caution  in  his  character,  and  it  was  not  until  the 
Pochahontas  had  made  her  second  voyage,  returning 
twice  with  “a  greasy  ship”  that  he  launched  into  building 
the  fleet  of  whalers,  most  of  which  bore  an  Indian  name. 

The  ships  Uncas,  Commodore  Morris  and  Bartholo¬ 
mew  Gosnold  were  all  built  at  Woods  Hole,  as  was  the  bark 
Awashonks,  and  Solomon  Lawrence,  grandfather  of  Fal¬ 
mouth’s  present  genial  Deputy  Sheriff,  Herbert  H.  Law¬ 
rence  was  the  master  shipwright  who  presided  over  their 
building  from  the  laying  of  the  keel  to  the  launching. 

The  Uncas,  launched  in  1828,  was  the  first,  and  made 
her  maiden  voyage  under  Captain  Henry  C.  Bunker,  son- 
in-law  of  Elijah  Swift,  who  at  one  time  lived  on  Shore 
Street  in  the  so-called  Ludlam  house. 

The  Bartholomew  Gosnold,  launched  in  1832,  was 
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built  for  Ward  M.  Parker  and  her  first  captain  was  John 
C.  Daggett. 

The  bark  Awashonks,  which  was  to  have  a  cruel  and 
bloody  history,  immortalised  by  the  bravery  of  her  third 
mate,  Silas  Jones,  of  Falmouth,  was  launched  in  1830, 
owned  by  Elijah  Sv/ift  and  had  as  her  first  captain  Obed 
Swain. 

The  ship  Hobomok,  v/hich  was  later  commanded  by 
Captain  Silas  Jones  of  Awashonks  fame,  was  built  at 
Mattapoisett  for  Elijah  Swift  and  made  her  first  voyage 
in  1832  under  a  Captain  Barnard. 

The  Commodore  Morris  was  built  in  1841,  her  owner 
Oliver  C.  Swift,  eldest  son  of  Elijah,  and  her  first  captain 
was  Captain  Charles  Dov/ns. 

Another  whaler  built  in  Falmouth  township  was  the 
bark  Popmunett,  of  200  tons,  whose  keel  was  laid  at 
White’s  Landing,  the  timber  hewn  in  the  neighboring  for¬ 
ests,  and  the  work  carried  out  by  Abner  Hinckley,  master 
shipv/right.  She  sailed  July  6,  1836,  under  Captain  Stan¬ 
ton  Fish  but  was  unlucky  on  her  first  voyage  on  the  At¬ 
lantic  grounds,  being  forced  to  put  back  in  November, 
with  only  90  barrels  of  oil,  owing  to  the  serious  illness  of 
Captain  Fish. 

By  a  coincidence  the  other  whaler  built  in  town  by 
Abner  Hinckley  also  had  an  unlucky  maiden  voyage.  She 
was  built  at  West  Falmouth  for  Stephen  Dillingham  and 
tradition  records  that  before  she  was  launched  the  pious 
Quakers  of  West  Falmouth  predicted  she  would  be  un¬ 
lucky  “because  too  much  Sunday  work  went  into  her.” 
This  was  the  William  Penn,  370  ton,  who  sailed  in  1833 
under  Captain  John  C.  Lincoln.  At  the  Navigator  Islands 
in  the  Pacific,  Mr.  Eldredge,  the  first  mate,  was  killed  and 
two  boats’  crews  captured  by  natives;  and  though  the 
Penn  came  home  with  1200  barrels  of  oil  to  show  for  her 
three-year  voyage,  Captain  Lincoln  was  sorely  ill  when 
they  returned. 

The  William  Penn  was  finally  lost  in  a  disastrous 
shipwreck  on  the  Island  of  Whytbotask  on  November  26, 
1847,  though  1200  of  her  cargo  of  1800  barrels  of  oil  was 
salvaged  and  sold  for  fifty  cents  a  barrel,  or  just  about 
half-price.  In  this  connection  a  quaint  and  interesting 
excerpt  from  the  affidavit  of  the  Second  Mate  on  the  last 
voyage  of  the  Penn  has  been  preserved,  which  we  append 
herewith. 
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WHALERS  OF  FALMOUTH 


AFFIDAVIT  OF  SECOND  MATE  TO  INSURANCE  CO. 

“On  the  19th  day  of  July  A.  D.  1840,  the  said  ship  V/illiam 
Penn  being  tight,  strong  and  staunch  and  properly  officered, 
manned  and  provisioned  and  in  all  respects  well  and  duly 
fitted  for  her  voyage,  v/haling  then  contemplated,  sailed  from 
the  Port  of  Falmouth  with  the  appearer  on  beard,  together 
with  her  officers  and  crew,  in  their  several  capacities, 
bound  on  a  voyage  whaling  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  and  else¬ 
where;  That  nothing  worthy  of  note  occurred  to  the  ship 
until  the  occurrences  hereinafter  stated;  That  on  or  about 
the  15th  of  October,  A.  D.  1847  the  said  ship  with  the  ap¬ 
pearer  on  board  together  with  her  other  officers  and  crew 
left  Honolulu  on  a  cruise  for  New  Zealand;  that  on  their 
passage  arrived  off  the  Island  of  Whylootacha  aforesaid,  and 
touched  there  for  some  supplies  on  the  25th  of  November 
A.  D.  1847;  at  about  3  o’clock  P.  M.  they  stood  off  shore  to  the 
sea  tack,  the  weather  being  rather  squally;  and  so  continued 
till  about  1  o’clock  the  same  evening;  at  that  hour  they 
tacked  in  again  until  about  2  o’clock  A.  M.  tacking  in  towards 
shore;  at  that  time  they  attempted  again  tacking  off  shore; 
but  in  so  doing  they  misstayed  and  in  trying  to  wear,  ship 
being  in  irons,  she  soon  after  struck  on  the  Reef;  This  was 
about  2  o’clock  A.  M.  She  first  struck  her  larboard  counter, 
that  held  her  &  sea  drove  her  broadside  on  the  Reef,  there 
being  a  heavy  swell  at  tlie  time  and  a  strong  current  setting 
in  shore;  immediately  they  cut  her  weather  riggins  and  the 
masts  went  over  her  side — in  order  to  ease  the  ship;  but  they 
found  it  impossible  to  relieve  the  vessel;  and  the  sea  was  so 
heavy  &  position  dangerous  that  she  began  immediately  to 
break  up.  Finding  it  impossible  to  save  the  ship  &:  sea  mak¬ 
ing  a  breach  over  her  continuously  &  finding  their  own  lives 
in  imminent  danger,  the  officers  and  crew  took  to  two  boats 
and  pulled  down  the  reef  &  succeeded  in  reaching  the  landing 
which  was  eight  miles  distant  in  safety;  the  ship  went  to 
pieces  within  an  hour  after  she  struck  and  became  a  total 
wreck. 

To  wit: — Whereupon  I,  the  said  Notary,  at  the  request  afore¬ 
said  have  protested  and  by  these  presents  do  protest  against 
the  aforesaid  winds,  waves,  seas,  shoals,  bars  &  reefs  &  every 
other  cause  for  all  &  every  damage,  costs,  &  charges  that 
have  been  sustained  or  may  be  sustained  by  said  cargo  or  by 
said  vessel  or  otherwise  aforesaid,  that  the  same  may  be 
bourne,  sustained,  submitted  to  and  suffered  by  those  to 
whom  it  doth  or  may  in  any  wise  belong.  Thus  done  &  Pro- 
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tested  by  me  the  said  Notary  at  said  New  Bedford  on  the  day 
and  year  aforesaid.  (Signed)  Jno.  Adam  Kasson  Not.  Pub. 

He  speaks  also  of  a  letter  in  the  original  from  the 
Class  Chiefs  of  Aitutaki  to  the  ship  owners,  these  men 
having  apparently  succored  the  ship’s  crew. 
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CHAPTER  XII 


MASSACRE  ON  THE  AWASHONKS 


CAPTAIN  SILAS  JONES,  son  of  Captain  Silas  and 
Love  Shiverick  Jones,  was  born  in  Falmouth,  Mass., 
Feb.  25,  1814,  and  attended  local  schools  till  1827. 

In  October  of  that  year  he  embarked  on  board  the 
brig.  Brunette,  as  steward,  Silas  Jones  Bourne,  master, 
bound  for  St.  Marys,  Georgia,  with  about  seventy  passen¬ 
gers  who  were  to  engage  in  the  Live  Oak  Lumber  trade. 
After  landing  the  passengers,  a  cargo  of  Live  Oak  timber 
was  taken  on  board  and  shipped  to  the  Brooklyn,  New 
York,  Navy  Yard. 

They  then  returned  for  a  supply  for  the  Charlestown, 
Mass.,  Navy  Yard.  Later  in  the  season  he  made  two  other 
trips  south,  this  time  with  Captain  B.  B.  Bourne  in  the 
schooner  Eliza  and  Mary. 

November  6,  1830  he  started  on  his  first  whaling  voy¬ 
age,  sailing  from  Woods  Hole  as  a  sailor  before  the  mast 
on  board  ship  Awashonks,  Obed  Swain  of  Nantucket,  mas¬ 
ter.  This  ship  was  built  at  Woods  Hole  (as  were  the  other 
two  ships  in  which  he  sailed)  and  was  launched  about 
two  months  previous  to  sailing.  It  was  constructed  of 
live  oak  timber,  copper  fastened,  and  in  every  respect  a 
fine  vessel  of  three  hundred  and  forty  one  tons,  valued 
with  outfit  at  $48,000.  This  splendid  ship  remained  in 
the  whaling  service  until  1871,  when  she,  with  thirty  three 
other  whalers,  was  lost  in  the  Arctic  Ocean.  On  this  trip 
he  was  promoted  to  the  office  of  boat-steerer  and  at  the 
close  of  the  voyage.  Captain  Swain  gave  him  a  letter 
recommending  him  as  qualified  for  the  position  of  second 
mate.  He  was  then  nineteen  years  old. 

December  28,  1833,  he  embarked  again  on  board  the 
Awashonks  as  third  mate,  for  a  voyage  of  bloody 
and  harrowing  experiences.  On  returning  to  Woods  Hole, 
May  20,  1836,  he  was  met  by  Mr.  Thomas  Swift,  who  had 
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been  appointed  by  the  other  owners,  to  meet  and  take 
him  to  the  Village  Reading  Room  where  he  was  given  a 
most  cordial  reception  by  the  owners  and  townspeople. 
He  made  one  more  voyage  in  the  Awashonks. 

In  1840  he  sailed  in  the  Hobomok  as  Captain,  being 
then  twenty-six  years  old — the  youngest  captain  sailing 
the  high  seas  in  the  whaling  service. 

Later  he  made  two  voyages  in  the  Commodore  Morris. 
On  his  last  trip  home  in  1864  he  was  chased  by  the  Ala¬ 
bama,  necessitating  a  detour  of  five  hundred  miles  to 
avoid  capture,  thus  extending  the  length  of  the  voyage  to 
a  period  of  five  years. 

He  spent  about  twenty-five  years  on  the  great  ocean 
but  his  knowledge  was  not  confined  to  sea  life.  He  was  a 
man  of  dignity  and  command — his  judgment  and  state¬ 
ments  rarely  questioned.  He  took  active  interest  in  his 
home  town,  filling  with  ability  every  office  the  town  sup¬ 
ported,  yet  he  never  applied  for  a  position  of  any  kind 
in  his  whole  life  career. 

About  1850  he  served  on  the  Committee  to  move  the 
First  Congregational  Church  from  the  Village  Green  to 
its  present  site,  and  was  always  interested  in  the  pros¬ 
perity  of  the  church  and  for  many  years  was  a  chairman 
of  the  Prudential  Committee. 

He  represented  his  town  in  the  State  Legislature, 
1864-1866,  and  was  urged  to  serve  another  term  which  he 
did  not  think  best  to  do. 

He  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Oak  Grove  Cemetery 
Association  and  succeeded  the  late  Hon.  Erasmus  Gould 
as  president  about  1881,  retaining  the  office  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  also  succeeded  Mr.  Gould  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Falmouth  National  Bank  and  held  that  office 
until  the  time  of  his  death,  January  4,  1896. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Captain  Silas  Jones’  daugh¬ 
ter,  Miss  Ellen  M.  Jones  of  Los  Angeles,  California,  we 
reproduce  the  true  account  of  “The  Awashonks  massacre.” 

NARRATIVE  OF  CAPTAIN  SILAS  JONES 
FROM  THE  LOG  OF  THE  AWASHONKS 

On  the  28th  of  December  1833,  I  sailed  on  the  ship 
Awashonks  of  Falmouth,  bound  to  the  Pacific  on  a  sperm¬ 
whaling  voyage.  The  Awashonks  was  one  of  the  first 
class  ships  in  the  whaling  business,  owned  by  Captain 
Elijah  Swift  and  others  of  Falmouth,  and  commanded  by 
Captain  Prince  Coffin  of  Nantucket.  The  first  officer  was 
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aaMOHeAWA  hht  ao  ocu  sht  Mosra^i:  Ifr 

qlxfe  9riJ  no  b3!ii)2  r  ,£E8I  ladmbosa  lo  rii8S  atiJ  nO 
^  -imaqc  a  no  oJtlaa^  adi  bnuod  ^dJuofnlB*?  to  adnodcawA 
ai«  to  ano  aaw  aalnodEavrA  adT  **  .a^a^or  aniladw 
fltatqaa  xd  banwo  ,8aanlaud  sniladw  adt  at  Eqlda  gaala 
^d  babnaraxnoo  bna  ,dtuonxJa*i  to  aiadto  bna  ttlwS  riatiia 
eav7  laaltio  ^eiD  adT-^.tajloirtflaVi  la  idHoO  aaoli^i  oiaJqaO* 
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Alexander  H.  Gardner  and  the  second  William  Swain,  also 
from  Nantucket.  I  joined  the  ship  in  the  capacity  of 
third  officer,  and  belonged  to  Falmouth. 

The  ship’s  company  consisted  of  twenty-eight  men, 
including  the  officers.  A  young  man  named  Daniel  Wood 
and  a  lad  named  John  Parker  were  from  Nantucket,  and 
one  lad  named  Thomas  Gifford  belonged  to  Falmouth. 
The  remainder  were  from  almost  every  section  of  the 
country. 

During  the  first  part  of  our  voyage  nothing  of  im¬ 
portance  had  occurred,  except  that  ill-fortune  seemed 
to  accompany  us  while  pursuing  the  object  we  sailed  for. 
We  doubled  Cape  Horn  after  an  ordinary  passage,  cruised 
down  the  western  coast  of  South  America  and  stopped  at 
a  port  in  lower  Peru  for  refreshments.  After  leaving  that 
port,  we  ran  westerly  ,and  whenever  we  had  occasion  to 
go  to  any  port  during  the  remainder  of  the  voyage,  it  was 
to  some  of  the  islands  in  the  middle  and  western  part  of 
the  Pacific  Ocean.  i 

In  May,  1835,  after  having  made  several  unsuccessful 
cruises,  we  set  sail  from  the  island  of  Tahiti  bound  to  the 
northward,  soon  reaching  the  Equator.  We  cruised  west¬ 
ward,  and  for  three  months  were  favored  by  fortune,  hav¬ 
ing  obtained  in  that  time  about  four  hundred  barrels  of 
sperm-oil.  We  had  touched  in  the  mean  time  at  a  number 
of  islands  in  the  King  Mills  group,  and  were  accustomed 
to  seeing  many  natives  on  board.  At  one  time,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  while  near  one  of  the  group,  we  captured  three 
whales,  and  took  them  in;  and  the  next  day,  while  passing 
the  islands,  the  wind  fell  away  and  left  us  becalmed  about 
two  miles  distant. 

The  natives  came  off  in  great  numbers,  and  I  pre¬ 
sume  that  at  one  time  the  number  on  board  would  exceed 
one  hundred.  They  were  the  most  destitute,  degraded 
set  of  beings  I  ever  saw,  taking  every  piece  of  meat  they 
could  get  hold  of  and  eating  it  with  as  much  eagerness  as 
carrion  hawks.  But  we  never  received  any  harm  from 
them,  always  keeping  men  on  station  ready  to  suppress 
any  assault  from  them. 

On  the  first  of  October  we  were  in  168  degrees  of  east 
longitude,  on  the  Equator.  Captain  Coffin  had  deter¬ 
mined  to  leave  the  ground,  proceed  to  the  northward  to 
the  coast  of  Japan,  thence  to  the  Sandwich  Islands.  We 
had  been  a  few  days  on  the  passage  when  one  evening  he 
observed  to  me,  while  I  was  on  my  watch,  that  we  should 
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ozis  ,xxl8w8  laeUUW  i)£soo9d  ,9iU  bos  .H  f^biUXslA 

lo  qUk  fidt  f>«aiat,Iv..t92lDu^nBM  moil 

^  o  ^  oi  t)9gnof9d* bnB^,i09lUo  biUiS  * 

,09X11  ydsio-^ixswJ  lo  baJetBOoo  e'qhte  bxIT 

bOoW  IdiOBa  b9raBn  nBOi  gnxjo^  A  jiiaollto  solbolDnl 
bfljB  eds^ioo^oBW  xiicn)  9idw  i93fi«q  orioL  bsniBfl  bal  a  boB 
.xl^i/oxnlB'l  oi  bdsooied  biotliO  eBmoxlT. bdoun  bBl  dno 
9d^  la  0011098  110 V9  JaoofU  xnart  aiavsr  lobnlAinoi  srfT 
f- -1  vf  .x:i^fluo3’ 

-mi  lo*  gntriion  iwo  lo  ;tiBq  isiit  srtf  sotiiKI 

590X991  snu^iol-lU  3Bd3  ^q93X9  4>»miooo  baduOonBiioq 
.101  boIiBS  9W  iDstdo  9rfJ  yxix/8iwq  sIWw  «ir  xnBqmoooB  ol 
598tifi9  ,9SJ388Bq  ^TMUxibio  OM  i9lla  oioH  sqbO  boicfifob  eW 
Sa  boqqols  bna  Moiiepah  fiiuoQ  lo  i^sot>  nioJasw,  odJ  nwob 
iaiU  SniVBOi  i9^tA  .^a9xad89il9i  lol  u'tsH  i9woI  oi  iioq  a 
oi  floisaaoo  bad  9W  i9voriorfw  bxxa,  y:Ii9^89W)OBi  9Wu^7oq 
8JSW  31 ,9Ba^qy  9dl  lo  isbnUinai  od;^  yniiub  iioq  xaA  q3  09 
lo  ^laq  cn^ivff  boa  oihbim  9x11  ni  eboal?.!  sdl  lo  90x08  ol 
i  ^  “*  .OBBoO^  onioaq  9dl 

Ii/l8e993i;2nu  Ixrx9¥9?.  abAOi  snlTBXi  lolla  .d€8r  nl  " 
9dl  03  bnuddJJliioT  lo  bxifiUt  9£fS  moil  Uaz  loa  ow  ,898im9 
-J«9w  bdaiuio^eW  .lolnupa  sxll  saixfofidi  noo3  .5  Lawxflion 

-Vfiri  .OaCJllOt  Xd  5910 V£l  919W  8Xlanom  991X11  lOl  bos  J}X8W 
lo  8i9TX£d  bsiboifxl  liiol  ic/oda  9/ntJ  3sd3  nt  befilJi3do  sol 
‘iddoxiia  St  3m  Bcaii  aaom  9xf;X  at  b9riouo3  bsd  sW  .tlo^misqe 
b9xnol8x/99B  919W  bOB  .quoi^  elilM  aniH  9(14  nl  KbOBlsl  lo 
-laq  ni  .ooiW  9no  JA  .biaod  no  asvUa/ii^fiaoi  solaoe  04 
691x14  bouxjqao  ow  ^quois  9x14  lo  sxxo  laen  slUiw  ,iaIi/ot4 
^nlasaq  aUdw  ,^ab  ixsn  erll  boa  ;xii  xndxlJ  3loo4  bna  .89iaxlw 
luoda  bsmlaodd  aix  4l9l  bna  \cawa  llsl  balw  9x14  .sbxxafai  9x14 

^  V  JnBizib  zotlm  owl 

-9Tq  I  bna  ,8i9dnxjixi  4a6T8  fti  Ho  9xiiaD  zaviJaa  exlT 
b999X9  bluow  biaod  no  i9dxnun  9/14  sniil  ano  4a  4axl4  smuz 
babaisab  .alnlMzab  4B0fn  aril  aiaw  ^axlT  .bdibnuri  ano 
5^9x14  3Bsas  lo  939iq  ^lava  anlila4  ,W88  lava  I  z^niad  lo  498 
ZM  889X119989  xlouoi  86  xlilw  41  9nJ4a9  bna  lo  blori  499  bluoa 
ojOTt  xniail  xoM  bavlooai  lavaxi  aw  4ua  .zdwaxl  nolnao 
£89iqqu8  o4  ‘Yba9i  aol4a48  no  nam  sxilqaad  s>{awia  ,rn9x(4 

f-  .xnaxll  moil  Iluaaea  ^na 

4889  lo  8991965  861  nl  diew  9W  19d049O  lO  48lll  9X14  OO 
-1949b  bari  nllloO  nla4qaO  .loiaxxpa  9ri4  no  ,6bix4i9aoI 
04  biawxUioa  9x14  o4  baaooiq  .bniioi9  oxl4  avaal  o4  banlos 
9W  aboalal  riotwbna8  9x14  o4  eonaxH  ,naqat  lo  48«oo  aril 
9il  intake  ano  aadw  99ae8aq  sxl4  no  syab  wal  a  naad  baxl 
biuoris  9w  laxD  ,ri94j^  no  saw  Z  alixiw  ,901  o4  baviaado 
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probably  see  an  island  before  morning,  and  gave  me 
orders  to  keep  a  sharp  lookout  for  it  through  the  night.  I 
asked  him  some  questions  about  the  island,  but  he  had  no 
knowledge  of  it  except  that  he  received  from  the  chart. 
It  was  there  called  Baring’s  Island,  in  latitude  5  o  35’  N., 
longitude  168  o  13’  E.,  not  inhabited. 

The  next  morning,  on  the  fifth  of  October,  about  sun¬ 
rise,  the  man  from  masthead  discovered  the  island  ahead, 
about  twenty  miles  distant,  bearing  N.  N.  E.,  wind  from 
east.  We  made  a  course  directly  for  it  until  night,  when 
a  squall  came  over  and  obscured  the  island  till  ten  o’clock, 
the  wind  in  the  meantime  being  near  southerly.  We  had 
expected  to  pass  to  windward  of  it,  but  when  the  clouds 
had  passed  off  we  found  that  we  could  not  weather  it  with 
safety.  Consequently  we  ran  before  the  wind  near  the 
south  shore  to  pass  under  its  lee.  The  south  shore  ex¬ 
tended  from  east  to  west  about  six  miles,  there  it  ter¬ 
minated  in  a  sharp  point  around  which  on  the  west  side 
of  the  island,  was  an  opening  to  a  large  lagoon,  which 
extended  a  distance  of  four  or  five  miles,  leaving  but  a 
narrow  belt  of  land  or  sea-wall  of  coral  formation,  no 
part  of  which  would  exceed  half  a  mile  in  crossing. 

When  running  down  the  south  shore,  we  noticed 
among  the  rich  foliage,  which  gave  the  island  a  very  in¬ 
teresting  appearance,  many  cocoanut  trees  and  plantains. 
We  also  saw  many  natives  running  along  the  beach  in 
the  same  direction  as  ourselves.  When  abreast  of  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  lagoon,  three  canoes  were  seen  approaching. 
The  captain  then  observed  to  the  third  officer  that  he 
would  stop  there  an  hour  or  two  and  endeavor  to  get  some 
fruit,  and  gave  directions  to  heave  the  ship  to,  headed 
from  the  land,  a  half  mile  distant,  with  the  main  topsail 
to  the  mast. 

The  three  canoes  came  alongside  directly,  each  with 
three  or  four  natives  on  board.  Their  contents,  which 
were  not  more  than  three  or  four  dozen  cocoanuts  and 
two  bunches  of  plantains,  were  passed  on  board  by  them, 
they  receiving  in  exchange  many  pieces  of  hook,  iron, 
ivory  and  the  like.  They  appeared  satisfied  with  their 
trade  and  were  all  allowed  to  come  on  board. 

The  first  who  came  up  the  side  was  the  chief,  as  we 
supposed,  by  his  seeming  to  exercise  some  control  over 
the  others  and  by  his  personal  appearance.  He  was 
decorated  with  a  string  of  teeth  of  some  fish  which  he 
wore  around  his  neck  as  beads  are  worn,  his  hair  was  done 
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9rcr  avail  i^na  ,9nlfXiom  eiolad  t>nalet^rxa  aoa  ^Idadoiq 
I  .Sd^ia  9fiS  d^umdS  ti  lot  ^uoalool  qiadt  a  qaa:!  eiabio 
ofl  bad  ad  iud  briai^Rt  eiU  iuoda  znoiiaaap  amoa  mid  badaa 
Jiado  ^adi  moit  bavldadi  ad  iadi  Jqaoxa  il  to  ssbaiwonjC 
^rl  *56  o  a  ab:;iijai  rtl  ,l>nalal  &'srxnuB  bdfiaD  aiedi  eaw  il 
E  .ba^lciarinl  ton  ..3  ‘€£  o38I  afau^Jf^noI^ 

'r?  -rriira  iuoda  ,i3<iolaO  to  ailt  no  .s^tmocn  ^xsn  sclT 
.baada  bnalst  srU  baiavooelb  bsarUaam  moil  xiam  9dS  ,oth 
moTi  bnlw  ,.3  M  M  sxxiiaad  .iriatall)  sallm  xtflswl  inoda 
iieilw  ,idata  ixtmi  *K>t  ^I^oattb  aamoo  a  sbam  sW  Jaaa 
.jloolo'o  a9i  tiu  haaUl  adi  boiijoecfo  bna  lavo  amao  Ifanpa  a 
bad  sW  .^h^fiiuoe  laan  grifad  smi^naam  9/W  ni  bnlw  odS 
fibirolo  9dJ  ndrfw  ^ud  ,ii  lo  inawbnlw  at  &&aq'  ot  bactoeqxa 
cttiw  tl  i9f(ifi9W  ton  bJuoo  aw  ;ra/ij  bnao)  9W  Do  boadaq  barf 
9rit  xaan  bniw  arit*  aiolad  nai  aw  ^IJasupaanoO  .^iataa 
-X9  aiorfe  dtuos  adT  .99!  at!  labnw  zaaq  ot  aiorfa  rituoe 
-i9t  it  sfodJ  ,2dUra  xte  Jnoda  Jaaw  iaae  moil  babnot  • 
obt2  taaw  e/lt  no  doldw  b^uo^s  inioq  qrada  a  ni  beiantm 
doidw  ,floosal  9gial  a  oi  gnlnaqo  aa  aaw  .bnalal  stiS  lo 
a  iud  gnivaol  ,B9iim  aril  lo  lool  to' aoaaialb  a  babaaixe 
oa  .ixotiamiol  Jcioo,  lo  iJaw-aas  to  bnal  lo  Had  woimn 
.gnleacio  ni  elim  a  Had  b999X9  blucw  doidw  lo  tiaq 
baolton  aw  .ajods  diuoB  artt  nwofa  gnlnnm  nadW 
-nl  ^9v  a  bnalai  adt  evag  doidw  .asallol  doh  9di  g^oaia^ 
.aataiaalq  bna  aaai^  tunaoooo  {nani  .aonaiaaqqa  gnWaaist 
ni  doaad  adt  gnoia  gninnoi  eavitaa  was  osla  aW 

-rra  adJ  lo  J&aoida  nadW  .savlozino  ea  rioltoaiib  araas  adt 
.gnldoaoiqqa  naaa  aiaw  zaoaao  aoifW  ,fioogaI  ad^  lo  aonai) 
ad  Jadt  laoillo  biixD  edi  oi  baviapdo  riedt  rdaJqao  adT 
amos  iag  at  lovaabna  boa  owt  lo  iwod  na  aiadJ  qols  blaow 
babaad  ,at  qlda  adt  avaad  at  anottbaiib  avag  bna  .^lotl 
IlaaqoJ  niam  siU  dilw  Jaaiaib  allm  Had  a  ,bna!  adt  moil 
“*  Jzam  ailt  ot 

dtiw  doaa  ,^Xto9ilb  abtegnoia  amaa  eaonao  aaidt  adT 
doidw  ,e^na^noo  liadT  .biaod  no.savitan  iiiol  lo  aaidt 
baa  &ihnaoooo  aasob  lool  *io  aaidt  nadt  oiom  tea  etaw 
.madt  ^d  biaod  ao  baeaaq  9i9w*,sniatnalq  lo  sailoniid  owt 
,noTl  ,ilooil  lo  eaoalq  ^naxn  agnadoxa  nl  gnivlaoai 
ilaxit  dttw  bollsltaa  baiaaqqa  ^^dT  aafll  adt  bna  ^lovi 
.biaod  flo  amoo  ot  bawoiia  Ilk  aiaw  bna  abait 
aw  aa  .laldo  adt  saw  ebiz  adt  qu  arriao  odw  Jsill  adT  “ 
lavo  loDnoo  amos*  a^oiaxa  ot  gniaxaae  eid  ^d  .basoqqirs 
saw  aH  .aonaiaaqqa  lanoeiaq  aid  ^d  bna  siadto  adt-i 
ad  doidw  dsll  amos  lo  dtaat  lo^gniits  a  dtlw  bataiooab 
anob  saw  liad  Bid  , enow  aia  abaad  ea  loan  Sid  bnijoui  aiow  S 
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up  in  a  peculiar  style,  and  the  lobes  of  his  ears  had  been 
bored  and  the  holes  extended  to  the  enormous  size  of 
two  inches  in  diameter,  in  which  was  placed  on  either 
side,  a  roll  of  yellow  plantain  leaf,  not  unlike  a  scroll  or 
parchment.  Around  his  loins  he  wore  a  string  of  grass 
which  extended  to  his  knees.  The  other  men  were  in 
precisely  the  same  dress  with  which  nature  had  clothed 
them. 

We  endeavored  to  converse  with  them,  but  could  not 
understand  a  word  of  their  language,  although  we  had 
natives  of  Tahiti  on  board.  They  were  all  well-formed, 
muscular  men,  of  somewhat  darker  complexion  than 
South  Sea  Islanders  generally,  but  in  features  and  com¬ 
plexion  approaching  the  Malay. 

Directly  after  their  coming  on  board,  the  captain 
ordered  dinner  although  it  still  wanted  a  few  moments 
to  noon.  He  then,  with  the  first  two  officers,  went  below 
to  dine,  ordering  me  to  remain  on  deck,  keep  a  lookout, 
and  get  an  observation  as  the  sun  passed  the  meridian. 
The  decks  were  left  except  by  the  helmsmen  and  myself. 

While  I  was  engaged  in  getting  an  observation,  the 
natives  appeared  to  be  somewhat  frightened  by  the  quad¬ 
rant  I  held  in  my  hand.  It  was  new  and  shone  very 
brightly.  I  presume  they  took  it  to  be  an  instrument  of 
warfare. 

In  a  few  minutes  the  officers  came  on  deck.  I  then 
went  below.  I  told  the  captain  other  canoes  were  on  their 
way  to  the  ship.  He  went  on  to  the  deck  also.  In  the 
course  of  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  I  went  on  deck  and  found 
that  their  number  had  increased  to  about  thirty. 

From  the  first  of  their  coming  on  board,  they  appear¬ 
ed  to  give  much  of  their  attention  to  the  iron  work  about 
the  ship,  and  seemed  to  covet  the  articles  in  any  form 
whatever.  Attached  to  spars  over  the  quarterdeck  was  a 
box  containing  fourteen  cutting-spades,  which  it  would 
be  well  here  to  describe.  A  cutting  spade  is  formed  of  a 
thin  plate  of  steel,  triangular  in  shape,  having  a  long 
socket  on  the  end,  in  which  is  inserted  a  pole.  When 
completed  it  is  about  fifteen  feet  in  length.  When  used 
for  cutting  whale  overboard  it  is  brought  to  a  fine  edge, 
and  the  mode  of  use  is  by  a  thrust,  the  same  as  a  spear  is 
used.  As  these  spades  were  highly  polished,  the  natives’ 
eyes  had  rested  upon  them,  and  the  captain,  to  gratify 
their  curiosity,  took  one  down  and  by  signs  showed  them 
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n^sd  bfiVl  8ifi9  etri  lo  &ddol  erW  bn£  ,91^^  xfiduosq  b  nl  qii 
lo  9SiE  Rvoraioa^  adi  bdhn9lx9  aaioil  9/tt  bnja  be^od 
I9d^i9  no  doliiw  nl  ^isJaaiAtb  al  aedonl  owl 

10  Iloioe  B  9iltflu  loxi  jiBal  niBirxBlq  wolle^  lOfllot  b  ,9bt3 
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E2BT^  to  B  STOW  9d  sniol  eld  biiiioiA  ^nsoidoiBq 

fll-^9i9w  n3£n  isdlo  sriT  »899rp{  eid^ol  bsbnsixs  doldw 
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Ion  blUGO  iBd  ./nodi  dliw  eeidV’noo  ol  boiovBdbns  sW 
bad  9W  il^uodliB  .^sbo^^bI  liodl  lo  blow  b  bnaleiabno 
.b^ixnol-dew  JlB  9i9w  x^dT  .buBod  no  llldaT  to  eovllBa 
UBdl  nobcoiqmoo  i92(iBb  iBdwomoe  lo  .noniaiBiuoei/ni 
•moo  bfiB  S9ixilB9l  iii  lud“,Yn/Ji9n98  aiabnalel  bsB  dluoa 
f  adl  snldGiiOiqqB  noiX9lq 

alBiqfiO  9dl  ,biBOd  no  ^nlmoo  ifedJ  islia  y;[|oeiiQ 
Blndrrrora  W9l  b  bsliii^w  flite  II  rbluodllB  i9£inib  boisbio 
wol9d  liiaw  ^ooillo  owl  leiil  edi  dllw  .nadi  9H  .noon  ol 
.luojiooi  B^  qaei  ,XD9b  no  niB/noi  ol  sm  sniiabio ',9nib  ol 
".nBlbiisfli  9dl  bSEEBq  rW  9dl  eB  nollBVieedo  xta  la^  baa 
!'^M^^i3sxra  baa  nsau.mhd  e/U  Iqaoxs  llol.oiow  8i(D9b  sdT 
■  9x11  ,noilBvidado  ab  gnlllag  dl  bosB^ne  eaw  I'*9llriW 

-banp  9dl  >cd  bsfiojdjlit  iBdwdoioe  9d  ol  baiaoqqa  asvilBii^ 
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its  use  and  placed  it  again  in  its  box,  which  was  about 
seven  feet  above  the  deck. 

When  I  saw  so  many  on  board  conversing  in  a  tongue 
unknown  to  us  and  apparently  much  excited,  I  felt  some¬ 
what  uneasy  and  placed  myself  in  a  position  to  watch 
their  movements.  I  soon  discovered  one  of  their  number 
bringing  a  war-club  up  the  gangway  and  immediately  told 
the  captain.  He  then  addressed  the  first  officer,  giving 
orders  to  drive  them  off  the  deck.  As  the  club  came  above 
the  railing,  I  seized  it,  and  after  some  struggle  took  it 
from  its  owner.  I  then  saw  them  bringing  another  direct¬ 
ly  abaft  me.  I  threw  the  first  overboard,  and  endeavored 
to  secure  the  second.  While  I  was  contending  with  the 
savage,  my  attention  was  arrested  by  much  noise  behind 
me,  Looking  around,  with  much  astonishment  I  beheld 
the  natives  making  a  rush  for  the  spades,  a  number  of 
them  having  secured  one.  Among  them  were  the  first 
officers  of  the  ship  and  one  of  the  seamen. 

I  instantly  left  the  savage  with  the  club  .and  sprang 
for  a  spade  also,  and  was  fortunate  in  securing  one  and 
making  my  way  out  of  the  group  unhurt,  which  I  have 
since  considered  a  miracle,  as  spades  were  flying  in  every 
direction. 

As  soon  as  I  was  clear  of  them  I  passed  over  the  main 
hatches  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  quarterdeck,  which 
was  entirely  clear.  As  I  ran  aft  I  thrust  my  spade  at  one 
who  stood  in  front  of  the  cabin  gangway.  His  eyes  were 
fixed  on  me,  and  he  dodged  the  blow  and  the  weapon 
fastened  itself  in  the  woodwork  behind  him.  Before  I 
could  secure  the  use  of  it  he  had  gained  a  hold  upon  it. 
Another  soon  came  to  his  assistance,  and  the  two  having 
hold  upon  one  end  of  the  staff  and  I  the  other,  they 
forced  me  aft  to  the  stern.  We  were  then  brought  to  a 
stand  as  the  weapon  was  too  unwieldy  to  be  turned  in 
any  other  direction  by  two  parties.  In  that  situation  I 
drew  up  to  the  near  one,  still  holding  the  spade  in  <  one 
hand,  and  gave  him  a  few  severe  blows  in  the  face,  and, 
although  he  was  as  desperate  as  a  tiger,  he  made  no  re¬ 
sistance  but  left  me  and  went  in  pursuit  of  another  wea¬ 
pon.  I  suppose  it  was  a  method  of  warfare  he  was  en¬ 
tirely  unaccustomed  to. 

Before  I  could  repeat  the  same  process  upon  the  sec¬ 
ond,  I  noticed  on  the  lee  side  of  the  deck  a  native,  who 
had  just  stepped  on  board,  advancing  toward  me  with  a 
spear  in  his  hand.  At  this  time  there  was  not  a  living 


[114] 


I 


k 

«  f 


I 


TaaaavfAXOus 


vOTA,  3Gn!^| 

.■  '.■  ^  i;i<^^^‘i  Mkf- 


^uodi  ’ww  ri!>ldw  ,xocf  til  jttl  .nliaJi  W'baoalq  btiB  ma  t^l 

dTOClB  is^jt^novsa 

9u^o^  48^ nl  gnteiivnob  busod  no  ^cnjBDcfoa  .wBa'I  naiiW  M 
-omo8  ,b9itox9  itoum  ^IJnsiBqqji  bni  8i;.o4  rmocnTm; 
rlo^BW  03  noMiepq  s  ni  b90fi(q  bn«  ^^Btau  JBfiw  ^ 

idcfnxun  ilodi  to  sno  beievooR^b  tkxdz  1  .a^nsmovoni  liodi 
bloi  xl9islbf^raml  brit  9ri3  qu  ctJjio-iBW  b  sni^nhd 

snivt^  .isoHlo  laifl  9rf;t  botaeibba  norii  9H  .alB^qxo  sriJ 
9VOdB  9rrtB3  di/Io  odS  sA  .ii09b  scli  Ito  iooiii  9 vhb  oi  nsbio 
31  jiooi  ol^Buiia  smoz  leJtB  bnfi  ,^!*^b95t9a  I  ,^allt£i  driJ 
-iooiib  *i9rfJofiB  sni^niid  wbb  notii  .isnwo  ail  jnoit 
b9iov£9ba9  briB  .bisodtoTO  iailt  9fii  wsidi  I  .9in  ilBdB 
erfj  fiiiw  ^nlbn^Jitoo  buw  I  9lirfW  .bnooMi  atU^^owootiOi  - 
bnlded  aaJon  iioum  ^d  b^iaenB  aBW  noUrf^iiB  ,98bvb9 
bl9d9d  I  Jn5mrie*«oiEfi*rfoym  riilw  ^bmJOiB  gnisiooJ  ,9jrfi 
to  tadmun  b  ^aebjBqa  9d3  lOt  riam  a  jjinWAm  eovliBit  sdi  . 
iaitt  arfi  siow  modi  'snoftf  A  .sno  Jaaiuosa  snlVBd 

^  .n^ntBAB  9flJ  lo  9no  boB  qirfa  9rii  to  B*wolttan 

^nBiqa  b/ta.dnh  srii  dilw  ogBVBZ  erii  itel  >(IinBiaai  I 
bOA  9110  ^nhii/ow  fil  aiBfioiiot  raw  bntB  ,QalB  sbBqa  b  lot  > 
9VBri  I  rioirfw  ,in|3r!ni;  Q*ioiA  axli  to  iuo  <2^  Tjm  snbtBfn 
ti9V9  nl  snlYit  9t{>v7  a5bB^a  ea  .eljaiim  a  boi^bianoo  9ocda 

«•  ^  mnam  .nouoenb 

niarn  9di  lovo  beeeBq  I  nidrii  to  ib9Id  anw  I  aa  nooA  aA  »- 
doldw  .^D9bi9i7ai;p  odi  to  obla  silaoqqo  srii  no  asrloJBrt 
900  JS  9bBqa  yai  liaoirfJ  I  ita  nsi^I  ?.A  .tbsIo  >il9ilin9  aaw 
919W  39^9  zlHf  .^BWsnBs  ftldlBO  oUi  ,lo  iffoit  nl  boois  oriw 
noQBOW  9rli  ban  wold  drii  bajbob  sri  baa  ,9ni,rio  baxlt 
I  9iot9a  ^ralri  bniiJad  iliowboow  sriiinl.llsail  beriaiaBl 
.31  aoqn  blori  b  btalsg  bad  9si  it  to  sau.arii  aiuosa  biuoo 
galVBd  ow3  ocU  baa  ,9onai3lBta  aid  03  amao  nooa  ledJonA 
X9d3  ^i9d)o  erii  I  bna  tlrJa  ddJ  to  bna  eno  noquablod 
B  o3  irisuoid  nadi  aiaw  aW  .inaia  arft  oi  ita  sm^bamot 
at  bsawi  sd  o3  xblslwau  ooJ  aaw  noqBew  9dJ  8B  boeia, 

I  floliBUJla  3sd3  nl  .asUiBq^owi  ^d  aoitoailb  ladJo  xaa 
9a0'  fii  abAqa  sdJ  sniblod  II Wa  ,9no  iBon  adi  oi  qu  waib 
.boB  .aoiit  9cU  ni  awold  aiovaaiwal  a  mid  evsg  baa  .band 
-91  on  abBfn  9d  ,iaAli  a  ta  aiBiaqaab  aB,aBW  ad  dsuodllfl 
-B9W  isdioaa  lo  iluainq  nl  inaw  bna  ora  ital  Jud^aanAiaia 
-na  8BW  ad  aialiBW  lo  bodianx  b  aaw  ^1  aeoqqi/a  I  ..noq 
•jr  iMJM  '  /  ^  .oi  bamoJauooBxid  tlaiii 

-093  adi  noqn  aasooiq  anxia  adJ  iBaqai  blaoo  I  aiotafl 
odw  .avUAfl  A  aloab  adi  to  abte  aal  adJ  no  boolion  I  ,bno 
B  riilw  9ca  bxAWoi  anioaAvba  «bifiod  no'baqqaia  iawfc  bad 
Snird  a  ion  aaw  aiadi  snxli  aldi  iA  .bnad  aid  nl  lAaqa 

a' 

♦ 


'I 


JLlI 


I.  •<' 


) 

t> 


THE  AWASHONKS  MASSACRE 


man  of  the  ship’s  company  abaft  the  windlass  on  deck. 
I  then  left  the  spade  and  went  forward.  When  passing 
the  mainmast,  another  spade  came  for  me  from  the  op¬ 
posite  side  of  the  deck.  As  I  ran  I  looked  around  and  saw 
three  in  pursuit.  I  hardly  knew  where  I  was  going  until  I 
saw  one  of  the  hatches  off.  I  made  a  spring  and  landed 
on  the  lov/er  deck  in  the  forehold,  barely  escaping  my 
pursuers. 

In  the  forehold,  I  found  three  or  four  seamen  making 
preparations  for  defense,  with  Mr.  Gardner,  the  first 
officer,  who  addressed  me,  saying:  “Oh  dear,  Mr.  Jones, 
what  shall  we  do?  Our  captain  is  killed  and  the  ship  is 
gone !  ’’ 

I  do  not  recollect  having  made  any  reply  to  these  re¬ 
marks,  although  he  was  an  officer  whom  I  esteemed  very 
much  as  a  kind  friend  and  a  worthy  man.  My  strength 
was  completely  expended.  I  seated  myself  and  then,  hav¬ 
ing  partially  recovered  the  thought  occurred  to  me  that, 
if  we  could  get  possession  of  the  fire  arms  that  were  in 
the  cabin,  there  was  still  a  chance  for  us.  The  distance 
between  us  and  the  steerage  was  stowed  with  large  casks 
and  the  upper  deck,  about  two  feet,  was  filled  with  a  va¬ 
riety  of  articles  such  as  barrels,  lumber,  wood,  and  so 
forth. 

I  immediately  commenced,  breaking  a  passage,  and 
in  the  space  of  a  very  few  minutes  reached  the  steerage, 
where  I  found  the  blacksmith,  who  was  sick  and  had  been 
off  duty  for  a  month  or  more.  He  was  partially  aware  of 
what  had  happened  and  joined  me  at  breaking  through  a 
door;  and,  to  my  great  joy,  we  found  the  cabin  free  of 
natives.  We  then  went  directly  to  my  room,  which  was  at 
the  foot  of  the  cabin  stairs.  In  my  chest  I  had  a  pair  of 
large  pistols  and  a  few  charges  of  ammunition,  which  the 
captain  had  given  me  some  time  previous,  when  he  had 
touched  at  other  islands.  It  was  the  only  ammunition  I 
could  readily  lay  my  hand  upon.  After  loading  the  pistols, 
I  placed  them  in  the  hands  of  the  blacksmith  with  orders 
to  remain  where  he  was  and  prevent  any  one  coming  down 
while  I  was  getting  the  muskets  ready.  After  looking  in 
various  places,  I  found  a  large  tin  coffee  pot  filled  with 
powder  and  a  bag  containing  a  few  pounds  of  large  buck¬ 
shot.  After  charging  the  pieces,  I  called  the  blacksmith 
to  me  from  my  room,  but  received  an  answer  from  a 
young  negro  boy  whose  name  was  Charley  who  had  in  the 
meantime  come  from  the  forehold  by  the  same  passage  as 
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myself  and  said  that,  as  he  was  passing  the  door,  the 
blacksmith  called  him  in,  and  gave  him  the  pistols,  and 
had  now  gone  between-decks. 

At  this  time  the  natives  were  rejoicing  over  the  vic¬ 
tory  they  had  won,  the  greater  part  having  collected  on 
the  quarter  deck;  and  such  a  noise  as  they  were  making 
over  our  heads  would  baffle  all  description.  Some  were 
singing,  others  were  dancing,  yelling  and  pounding  on  the 
deck  with  poles  and  spears,  and  we  thought  at  the  time 
they  were  scuttling  the  deck;  but  such  did  not  prove  to 
be  the  case.  They  had  discovered  us  in  the  cabin,  and 
five  or  six  were  standing  in  front  of  the  gangway  with 
spades  in  hand.  I  fired  the  first  charge  through  their 
midst,  and  if  they  had  all  been  struck  by  lightning  from 
heaven  they  could  not  have  ceased  their  noise  quicker 
than  they  did.  The  one  who  received  the  charge  was 
helped  to  a  seat  in  one  of  the  boats  which  hung  to  the 
davits,  and  there  he  remained  as  long  as  he  was  on  board. 

We  continued  to  fire  a  number  of  charges  in  quick 
succession,  and  every  time  they  threw  something  in  re¬ 
turn;  sometimes  a  spade,  at  others  a  harpoon,  and  once 
^  spy-glass.  We  now  numbered  three  in  the  cabin,  the 
third  being  a  boy  named  John  Parker,  who  had  come  from 
the  forehold  on  hearing  the  report  of  our  pieces.  With 
the  assistance  of  these  two  boys,  who  deserve  much  credit 
for  the  coolness  and  dispatch  with  which  they  executed 
my  orders,  we  could  fire  quite  rapidly. 

Looking  out  from  the  stern  windows,  we  saw  many 
canoes  passing  to  and  from  the  ship  and  the  shore.  Pre¬ 
sently  one  approached  within  the  distance  of  twenty  yards 
of  the  ship’s  stern,  with  three  natives  in  it;  although  they 
all  sat  facing  and  looking  directly  at  me  as  I  leveled  my 
piece,  I  was  much  surprised  that  neither  of  them  mani¬ 
fested  the  least  sign  of  fear  whatever,  not  even  changing 
their  course,  but  came  directly  headed  toward  me,  which 
convinced  me  that  they  were  unacquainted  with  the  kind 
of  weapons  I  held  in  my  hand.  From  the  stern  windows 
we  kept  up  an  effectual  fire  and  stopped  every  canoe  from 
reaching  the  ship,  which  was  a  great  advantage  gained 
by  us. 

While  thus  engaged,  the  fourth  person,  named  Lew¬ 
is,  now  entered  the  cabin.  As  he  entered,  he  took  from 
one  of  the  boys  a  loaded  piece  and  discharged  it  up  the 
gangway,  receiving  at  the  same  time,  a  spade-wound 
severing  one  of  the  knee-joints.  The  smoke  was  so  dense 
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THE  AWASHONKS  MASSACRE 


in  the  cabin  that  I  was  not  aware  of  his  presence  until  he 
called  for  help.  I  assisted  him  to  a  seat  and  placed  a 
temporary  bandage  around  his  leg,  and  in  that  condition 
he  assisted,  voluntarily,  in  loading  pieces  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  engagement.  Lewis,  an  active,  able  sea¬ 
man,  possessing  a  happy,  cheerful  disposition,  had  gained 
the  good-will  of  the  whole  ship’s  company,  and  his  con¬ 
duct  here  deserves  notice.  When  the  action  commenced, 
he  was  on  the  look-out  at  the  fore-top-gallant-head,  and 
remained  aloft  until  he  heard  the  report  of  arms,  when 
he  came  down  within  a  few  feet  of  the  deck.  Seeing  no 
possibility  of  reaching  the  cabin  by  the  upper  deck,  he 
sprang  from  the  rigging  over  the  heads  of  the  natives  and 
landed  on  the  foredeck  in  the  forehold.  In  the  fall  he 
was  violently  ruptured,  and  before  he  could  recover  him¬ 
self  received  several  slight  spade  wounds,  one  of  which 
divided  one  ear  in  two  parts  at  right  angles.  Nothing 
daunted,  however,  he  advanced  speedily  to  the  cabin, 
and  although,  affer  the  loss  of  one  leg,  he  was  in  a  shock¬ 
ing  condition,  yet  for  nearly  an  hour  in  which  he  was 
actively  engaged,  I  never  heard  a  murmur  from  him  or 
saw  in  his  countenance  the  least  sign  of  pain.  On  the 
contrary,  he  imparted  cheerfulness  and  animation  to 
those  around  him. 

Our  situation  in  the  cabin  at  this  time  was  full  of 
interest  to  ourselves  and  the  responsibility  resting  on  our 
efforts  appeared  to  stimulate  each  one  with  strength  and 
vigor.  We  were  armed  with  four  muskets,  two  pistols,  and 
two  good  boarding-knives,  to  be  used  in  case  they  should 
make  a  rush  upon  us. 

We  heard  a  violent  crash  on  the  starboard  side,  and 
looking  out  the  stern  window  to  ascertain  the  cause,  I 
saw  a  boat  lying  in  the  water,  bottom-up,  which  they  had 
cut  from  the  davits.  We  waited  patiently  until  it  cleared 
the  stern,  the  ship  now  going  one  and  one-half  knots, 
when  we  saw  two  natives  sitting  astride  the  keel,  one 
assisting  a  third  who  was  in  the  water  apparently 
crippled.  We  discharged  a  piece  or  two  in  that  direction 
and  they  toppled  off. 

The  fifth  person,  named  Daniel  Wood,  now  entered 
the  cabin  in  a  crippled  condition.  When  the  decks  were 
cleared  he  had  been  driven  forward  with  the  ship’s  com¬ 
pany  on  one  side  of  the  forecastle,  and  when  I  left  the 
deck  was  retiring,  above  on  the  other.  I  saw  him  at  the 
end  of  the  windlass,  and  he  followed  me  directly  into  the 
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•jloodB  B  nl  SBW  9d  .80]  oao  lo  aaol  edi  i^Ib  ,d8xiodlla  bOB 
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blaodn  ^iariS  bbbo  ni  baao  ad  ol  ,a97lfu(-3nlbiflod  boos  owl  I 
^  .aw  noqij  dmi  a  adam 

bna  ,9bia  biaodmie  9dl  no  daaio  InalolY  a  biaad  aW 
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forehold,  not,  however,  until  he  had  received  the  blows 
of  those  weapons  by  which  I  had  been  driven  forward. 
When  this  young  man  entered  the  cabin  his  strength  was 
so  exhausted  by  the  loss  of  blood  that  he  could  render 
us  no  assistance  whatever.  By  him  I  was  told  that  the 
first  officer  was  lying  a  lifeless  corpse  in  the  fore-hatch¬ 
way,  having  received  a  mortal  wound  in  the  chest. 

The  next  object  called  to  our  attention  was  the  se¬ 
curity  of  the  helm.  When  the  ship  was  hove  to,  the  helm 
was  put  a-lee.  The  wind  being  very  light  and  the  sea 
perfectly  smooth,  it  had  remained  in  that  position.  Now 
we  were  convinced  that  some  one  was  disturbing  it,  by 
the  rattling  of  the  chains  which  were  used  in  place  of 
ropes.  I  brought  the  breach  of  my  gun  to  bear  on  the 
cabin  floor  and  endeavored  to  discharge  it  directly 
through  the  deck;  but  owing  to  its  vertical  position  and 
the  inferior  quality  of  the  powder,  I  did  not  succeed  until 
I  had  repeated  the  trial  two  or  three  times. 

While  I  was  thus  employed,  another  person  entered 
the  cabin,  who  was  no  other  than  the  blacksmith,  who 
had  deserted  his  post  in  time  of  danger,  but  now,  when 
our  party  had  become  quite  formidable,  had  returned  to 
join  us.  He,  perceiving  my  motions,  took  a  loaded  piece 
and  brought  it  to  as  much  of  a  level  as  he  could  in  the 
binnacle.  Both  pieces  were  discharged  at  the  same  time 
and  both  shots  were  random  shots,  it  being  impossible  to 
see  the  steering  wheel  from  the  cabin.  We  thought  our 
object  gained,  however,  as  we  heard  nothing  more  of  the 
chains,  and,  looking  from  the  stern  windows,  could  see 
that  the  position  of  the  rudder  had  not  been  altered  so 
as  to  affect  the  ship's  course  materially. 

When  the  natives  had  gained  possession  of  the  decks, 
they  dispatched  all  the  canoes  from  alongside  as  fast  as 
they  came,  with  one  native  in  each  to  bring  reinforce¬ 
ments  from  the  shore,  and  when  we  gained  the  advant¬ 
age  which  the  stern-windows  afforded  us,  we  completely 
stopped  all  communication  between  those  on  board  and 
the  shore.  Those  on  deck,  being  much  reduced  in  num¬ 
bers,  were  now  somewhat  wary  in  presenting  themselves  to 
our  view.  We  had  occasionally  fired  from  the  skylight, 
which  was  open  on  the  forward  side;  but  this  was  now 
blocked  up  by  the  carpenter’s  tool-chest  which  they  had 
thrown  before  it  and  secured  in  such  a  manner  that  we 
could  not  easily  remove  it.  In  this  state  of  things  I  held 
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a  consultation  with  my  confidant,  Lewis,  the  result  of 
which  was  the  decision  to  go  on  deck. 

Our  numbers  amounted  to  six,  but  only  three,  be¬ 
sides  myself,  were  able  to  walk  or  stand,  and  only  two 
of  these,  young  Parker  and  Charley,  I  could  rely  upon  in 
time  of  danger.  I  gave  them  directions  how  to  proceed 
and,  placing  about  my  person  the  two  pistols,  took  a  gun 
in  my  hand.  The  others  were  armed,  each  with  a  gun. 
We  advanced  up  the  gangway.  When  on  the  stairs,  I 
heard  the  sound  of  feet  in  shoes  on  the  deck,  and  paused. 
The  next  moment  the  muzzle  of  my  piece  was  grasped  by 
one  of  the  boat-steerers  named  Perkins.  I  called  his 
name.  He  exclaimed,  “Oh!  Mr.  Jones,  I  did  not  know 
you  were  alive.”  He  then  said,  “They  are  all  gone.  They 
are  all  gone.” 

I  told  him  to  take  a  piece  from  one  of  the  boys,  and 
we  all  mounted  the  toprail.  In  a  few  minutes  the  natives 
appeared  at  the  surface  of  the  water  in  a  compact  body 
about  sixty  yards  distant.  We  discharged  all  our  pieces 
at  them,  and,  wishing  them  a  speedy  passage  to  that  port 
where  so  many  of  their  friends  had  been  consigned,  we 
parted. 

In  narrating  events  thus  far,  I  have  confined  my¬ 
self,  with  a  fev/  exceptions,  to  those  that  came  directly 
under  my  own  observation,  and  it  will  be  necessary  here 
to  record  those  facts  which  subsequently  came  to  my 
knowledge. 

By  such  facts  it  would  appear  that  only  one  half  or 
two  thirds  of  the  ship’s  company  were  on  deck  at  the 
time  the  attack  was  made,  the  remainder  being  in  the 
forecastle  and  one  at  each  masthead  on  the  lookout. 
When  the  natives  secured  eleven  out  of  fourteen  spades, 
they  drove  all  before  them.  Their  first  act  was  to  kill  the 
captain,  which  was  instantly  effected  by  nearly  severing 
the  head  from  the  body.  The  first  officer,  who  had  a 
spade  in  his  hand,  thrust  it  through  the  one  who  had  in¬ 
flicted  the  blow  on  the  captain;  and  before  he  could  re¬ 
cover  the  use  of  it,  was  forced  to  retreat,  and  with  him 
all  those  around  him.  The  second  officer,  being  further 
forward,  did  not  notice  their  movements  in  time  to  make 
any  resistance  whatever,  and,  when  the  decks  were 
cleared,  he  joined  the  others  and  all  rushed  forward  to¬ 
gether.  The  first  officer  and  two  or  three  seamen  dropped 
down  the  forecastle,  the  second  officer  and  three  seamen 
went  directly  overboard,  where  they  were  soon  destroyed. 
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and  others  went  aloft  by  the  headstays.  Such  was  the 
consternation  caused  by  the  attack  that  every  one  only 
thought  of  fleeing  from  danger  and  seeking  safety  for 
the  moment. 

Among  those  who  were  on  the  lookout  was  a  boat- 
steerer  named  Perkins,  who,  being  an  experienced  sea¬ 
man,  assumed  command  of  those  aloft  and  gave  orders 
to  brace  the  main-yard,  which  was  easily  accomplished 
by  those  forward  as  the  main-braces  run  to  the  foretop, 
and  by  cutting  many  ropes  a  portion  of  the  sail  was 
trimmed  to  the  breeze,  which  was  very  light,  however, 
giving  the  ship  only  one  and  one-half  knots  headway. 
He  had  watched  the  movements  of  the  natives  closely, 
and  when  he  saw  them  making  preparations  to  leave,  he 
descended;  and  the  moment  the  last  was  gone  he  was  on 
deck  where,  as  I  have  before  observed,  he  reported  to  me 
their  departure.  Before  leaving,  each  native  took  some 
one  or  more  articles,  which  were  chiefly  of  iron.  When 
ready,  all  leaped  overboard  together  and  swam  as  far  as 
possible  before  rising  to  the  surface.  I  was  told  by  Per¬ 
kins  that  they  had  thrown  all  their  dead  overboard, 
among  whom  was  the  chief,  who  was  shot  at  the  helm. 
It  appeared  that  when  the  blacksmith  and  myself  fired 
at  random  for  the  helmsman,  the  shot  fired  by  him  had 
the  desired  effect  which  was  quite  remarkable,  the  shot 
passing  through  five  different  boards  before  it  struck  its 
object  in  which  it  entered  the  right  side  and  passed  out 
the  left  breast.  He  dropped  dead  instantly  and  was 
thrown  overboard.  One  of  the  lookout,  being  in  the  miz- 
zentop,  saw  distinctly  the  manner  in  which  he  was  dis¬ 
posed  of. 

Soon  after  we  came  on  deck  from  the  cabin,  I  was 
told  by  Perkins  that  the  second  officer  had  been  killed 
overboard.  Finding  that  the  command  had  devolved  on 
me,  I  gave  directions  to  keep  the  ship  before  the  wind, 
one  of  my  party  going  to  the  forecastle  to  give  the  joyful 
news  that  the  ship  again  was  ours.  I  would  here  observe 
that  the  condition  of  those  in  the  forecastle  had  been  a 
very  hopeless  one.  By  those  who  left  the  deck  it  had  been 
reported  that  I  was  killed  while  in  conflict  with  the  two 
natives  on  the  quarter-deck,  and  they  also  knew  the  fate 
of  the  master  and  the  other  officers.  On  the  deck  in  the 
forecastle,  there  lay,  weltering  in  their  blood,  four  wound¬ 
ed  men  who  were  completely  helpless,  and  they  had  no 
knowledge  whatever  of  any  means  being  used  to  liberate 
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them  from  their  prison  which  was  well  guarded.  Owing 
to  the  constant  yelling  of  the  savages,  the  report  of  the 
firearms  could  not  be  heard  by  them.  When  they  came 
up  and  saw  me  standing  on  the  quarter-deck,  they  ran 
aft  and  in  the  height  of  joy  exclaimed,  “My  God!  Mr. 
Jones,  we  are  glad  that  you  are  left  us!”  and  many  ex¬ 
pressions  of  praise  to  me,  which  it  was  impossible  for 
them  in  the  fullness  of  their  joy  to  suppress.  I  mention 
this  incident  to  show  by  what  sudden  impulses  the  mind 
of  the  sailor  is  often  turned,  as  I  was  well  aware  that  one 
or  two  of  those  very  men  who  were  the  most  lavish  in  be¬ 
stowing  praises  on  me  and  showing  gratitude  to  their 
Creator  for  my  preservation,  would  but  a  very  short  time 
before  this  have  swung  me  on  the  yard-arm  with  pleas¬ 
ure.  And  these  different  feelings  all  sprang  from  the 
same  cause,  which  was  my  endeavoring  to  do  my  duty. 
Perhaps  I  do  the  sailors,  who  often  possess  noble  hearts,  an 
injustice,  to  couple  such  characters  with  them.  The  well- 
bred  seamen  will  always  show  the  highest  regard  for  the 
officer  who  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  is  guided  by  jus¬ 
tice  regardless  of  consequences. 

When  the  ship’s  company  had  all  collected,  I  ascer¬ 
tained  that  six  had  been  killed  or  lost.  Only  two  of  these 
were  on  board,  however,  the  captain  and  first  officer.  The 
other  four  had  gone  overboard.  One  of  these,  the  second 
officer,  was  soon  killed;  another,  being  no  swimmer,  was 
immediately  drowned;  and  the  other  two  were  last  seen 
by  the  lookout  at  a  distance  of  about  sixty  rods,  still 
swimming;  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  were  soon 
destroyed. 

The  first  object  that  now  claimed  our  attention  was 
the  care  of  the  v/ounded.  We  brought  them  all  into  the 
cabin,  and  as  there  was  no  surgeon  on  board,  I  was  com¬ 
pelled  by  necessity  to  perform  that  duty  personally.  Up¬ 
on  a  close  examination  of  their  wounds,  I  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  out  of  seven  we  should  probably  have  to 
bury  four  in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  I  had  never  wit- 
jiessed  anything  so  shocking  to  my  feelings,  and  their 
cases  appeared  to  me  as  if  beyond  the  reach  of  any  skill 
which  I  could  bring  to  their  aid.  Among  them  was  a 
young  man  who  had  received  the  smallest  cut  of  them  all 
but  the  most  immediately  dangerous.  A  branch  of  the 
jugular  vein  had  been  severed  and  we  were  obliged  to 
try  many  different  methods  before  we  succeeded  in  stop¬ 
ping  the  flow  of  blood;  and  when  we  had  effected  this,  it 
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was  difficult  to  ascertain  whether  he  was  dead  or  alive. 
The  wounds  of  the  others  were  longer,  varying  from  three 
inches  to  a  foot  in  length  and  in  most  cases  requiring  the 
use  of  the  needle,  which  operation  I  had  to  perform  alone 
a  part  of  the  time,  owing  to  my  assistants  being  unaccus¬ 
tomed  to  such  scenes.  It  was  impossible  for  them  to  re¬ 
main  with  me  more  than  a  few  minutes  before  it  was  nec¬ 
essary  for  them  to  seek  fresh  air. 

Toward  morning,  I  had  completed  my  task  and  con¬ 
soled  myself  with  the  idea  that  we  had  done  the  best  in 
our  power  for  their  welfare,  except  in  the  case  of  Lewis, 
whom  I  have  before  noted.  I  was  fully  satisfied  that  it 
was  requisite  that  he  should  undergo  the  process  of  am¬ 
putation  immediately,  and  endeavored  to  convince  him 
of  the  fact;  but  he  preferred  trusting  to  the  chance  of 
reaching  port,  where  the  services  of  a  skillful  surgeon 
could  be  obtained. 

At  the  close  of  day  we  all  assembled  to  perform  the 
last  and  not  least  painful  duty,  that  of  committing  to  the 
deep  blue  sea  the  remains  of  our  captain  and -first  offi¬ 
cer.  It  was  both  solemn  and  impressive.  I  know  of  no 
event  calculated  to  impress  one  with  the  uncertainty  of 
life  more  than  such  an  occasion  under  such  circum¬ 
stances.  If  one  was  there  who  did  not  sincerely  thank  his 
Creator  for  the  preservation  of  his  own  life,  he  deserves 
not  the  name  of  man. 

While  the  day  lasted  we  had  been  steering  a  westerly 
course,  although,  it  being  near  calm,  we  had  as  yet  made 
only  five  or  six  miles  from  the  land;  and  as  soon  as  the 
shades  of  evening  closed  upon  us  we  changed  the  course 
to  the  north,  to  elude  them  in  case  they  should  attempt 
to  attack  us  in  the  night,  for  which  event  we  were  well 
prepared.  All  continued  calm  until  2  A.  M.,  when  a  fine 
breeze  sprang  from  the  eastward,  and  before  sunrise  we 
had  left  the  island  far  behind  us. 

The  next  day  was  the  sixth  of  October.  The  breeze 
continued  fresh  and  every  preparation  was  made  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  Sandwich  Islands  with  all  the  speed  possible. 
I  had  appointed  two  of  the  boatsteerers  to  act  as  officers 
and  we  sailed  along  finely  until  late  at  night,  when  the 
cry  of  “Land”  was  heard.  I  ran  on  deck  and  found  it 
was  very  near  us,  and  we  put  about  and  lay  until  morning, 
when  we  saw  a  number  of  islands  called  the  Elmore 
Group.  This  group  consists  of  about  twenty  islands,  vary¬ 
ing  from  one  half  a  mile  in  length,  thrown  upon  a  coral 
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bank  which  extends  from  north  to  south  a  distance  of 
twenty  miles.  The  space  between  them  is  very  shallow 
water,  with  a  fine  clear  bottom.  As  we  ran  past  them 
under  their  lee,  with  a  good  breeze,  smooth  water,  and 
all  sails  set,  we  saw  many  canoes  put  off  for  us,  a  half 
dozen  or  more  from  each  island.  They  all  fell  short  of 
us  except  one,  which  came  quite  near  us;  and  as  we  could 
not  converse  with  them,  I  made  signs  for  them  to  return 
to  the  shore;  upon  which  they  appeared  much  displeased 
and  endeavored,  by  holding  out  some  articles  which  they 
had  brought  with  them  for  trade,  to  gain  a  passport  on 
board.  As  they  could  pull  their  canoes  much  faster  than 
vje  were  sailing,  they  made  repeated  attempts  to  gain  the 
side,  but  were  as  often  warned  off.  They  finally  became 
very  angry,  showed  us  some  frightful  grimaces,  and  gave 
us  the  pursuit.  My  men,  who  were  standing  around  me 
wuth  loaded  arms,  were  very  impatient,  and  would  have 
cheerfully  disfigured  their  countenances  when  they  were 
grinning  at  us  so  horribly,  had  I  given  my  consent;  but  I 
did  not  wish  to  injure  them  without  cause,  well  knowing 
that  they  would  seek  revenge  at  the  first  opportunity  that 
presented  itself. 

The  tack  upon  which  we  were  now  sailing  was  some- 
w'hat  dangerous,  and  under  ordinary  circumstances  it 
would  have  been  imprudent  to  run  during  the  night.  But, 
as  the  v/eather  was  excessively  warm,  it  was  necessary 
for  the  preservation  of  the  lives  of  those  who  were  wound¬ 
ed  to  change  the  temperature  of  the  air  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible  by  running  to  the  northward;  and,  depending  upon  a 
sharp  lookout,  we  proceeded  on  our  course.  The  next 
night  we  saw  land  again  and  lay  by  until  daylight,  when 
a  large  cluster  of  little  islands  appeared  before  us,  some¬ 
what  similar  to  the  Elmore  Group,  except  that  there  were 
more  of  them  and  they  were  much  smaller,  some  of  them 
being  only  a  few  hundred  yards  in  length.  The  navi¬ 
gator  must  have  been  deeply  impressed  with  their  simi¬ 
larity  to  a  swarm  of  those  little  insects,  when  he  so  ap¬ 
propriately  named  them  the  Mosquito  Group.  This  group 
is  all  located  on  one  coral  bank  w^hich  stretches  far  to  the 
northward  of  the  islands  and  on  which  the  sea  breaks 
constantly.  While  we  were  passing  these  islands  many 
canoes  put  off  for  us,  but  as  we  were  sailing  with  a  good 
breeze  they  were  unable  to  reach  us.  The  next  day  after 
leaving  the  Mosquito  Group  we  passed  in  sight  of  a  long 
chain  of  islands  extending  from  north  to  south  a  good 
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distance.  As  we  had  no  occasion  to  go  very  near  them 
we  did  not  ascertain  their  limits.  They  were  called  the 
Rodrick  Chain. 

We  had  now  fallen  in  with  land  so  often  when  we 
wished  to  avoid  it,  that  the  confidence  which  the  ship’s 
company  had  placed  in  me  as  a  navigator  became  very 
much  diminished.  But  I  did  not  wish  to  establish  myself 
in  their  opinion  in  that  respect,  knowing  that  our  safety 
depended  very  much  on  a  good  lookout,  the  charts  of  this 
part  of  the  Pacific  being  of  little  or  no  use  to  the  navi¬ 
gator.  Perhaps  one  reason  for  their  doubting  my  qualifi- 
fications  as  a  navigator  was  my  want  of  experience,  as  I 
had  performed  only  one  sea  voyage  prior  to  this,  and  that 
as  a  seaman  before  the  mast.  Also,  at  that  time  I  was 
but  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

One  night,  while  passing  not  far  from  a  group  of 
islands  called  the  Pescadores,  I  had  remained  on  deck  very 
late.  Thinking  w^e  were  about  clear  of  all  danger,  I  went 
below  to  seek  repose,  leaving  orders  with  the  officer  of  the 
watch  to  call  me  at  a  stated  hour.  I  had  only  time  to  get 
in  a  comfortable  doze  when  he  hurriedly  called  me  and 
said  that  land  was  close  aboard.  I  ran  on  deck  and  found 
the  ship’s  company,  who  had  received  the  alarm  and 
many  of  whom  had  forgotten  their  toilets,  all  on  deck 
forward.  I  coolly  asked  where  the  land  lay,  when  a  dozen 
men  at  once  said,  “There  it  is,”  pointing  about  two  points 
off  the  w^eather-bow.  I  said  I  could  see  nothing  that  ap¬ 
peared  like  land.  They  thought  it  very  singular  when 
they  could  see  it  so  distinctly.  Some  of  them  could  see  the 
breakers  heave  up  on  the  sand  beach,  and  others,  whose 
imagination  was  still  more  expansive,  could  distinctly 
discern  lights.  The  ship  continued  on  her  course,  and 
had  any  land  been  visible  we  should  have  lessened  the 
distance  more  than  half.  Finally  they  were  forced  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  their  eyes  had  deceived  them,  and  I  for 
the  first  time  noticed  this  as  one  of  the  many  instances 
which  show  how  far  the  imagination  will  extend  when 
aided  by  fear. 

After  leaving  these  chains  of  islands,  we  continued 
on  our  northerly  course,  free  from  danger,  to  the  latitude 
32  N.  and  longitude  165  E.,  and  although  w^e  had  not  been 
many  days  on  our  passage,  we  were  yet  over  two  thousand 
miles  from  our  port  of  destination.  The  wounded  men 
were  doing  well,  except  Lewis,  w^ho  continued  to  decline 
until  mortification  set  in  and  that  soon  carried  him  off. 
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He  died  in  forty  days  from  the  time  that  he  was  wounded. 

The  next  day  after  he  was  buried,  I  discovered  that 
mortification  had  begun  on  the  person  of  a  young  man 
named  Wood,  which  was  a  cause  of  much  anxiety  to  me, 
as  I  could  think  of  no  means  within  our  reach  to  prevent 
its  extension.  It  was  seated  directly  by  the  side  of  the 
spine,  below  the  shoulders.  After  spending  much  time  in 
consulting  different  authors,  who  all  recommended  am¬ 
putation  as  the  only  sure  preventative,  and  thinking  that 
the  process  of  amputation  when  applied  to  the  spine 
would  not  produce  very  favorable  results,  I  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  burning  would  be  the  only  available 
means.  As  he  was  not  aware  of  his  dangerous  condition, 
I  waited  until  he  had  dropped  asleep;  then,  securing  him 
firmly  to  his  bed  and  waking  him,  I  applied  a  red-hot  iron 
to  the  part  affected.  Although  the  operation  was  a  short 
one,  it  was  extremely  painful;  but  it  had  the  desired  effect 
and  he  finally  recovered. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  November,  after  a  passage 
of  fifty  days  we  arrived  at  the  port  of  Oahu,  now  Hono¬ 
lulu.” 

The  last  survivor  of  the  Falmouth  men  who  on  one 
cruise  or  another  sailed  in  the  bark  Av/ashonks  on  whose 
decks  occurred  the  bloody  battle  with  South  Sea  natives 
was,  according  to  his  own  statement,  George  L.  Bowman 
who  was  born  in  West  Falmouth,  but  after  retiring  from 
the  sea  made  his  home  in  New  Bedford. 

In  1920,  at  the  age  of  83  years,  Mr.  Bov/man  wrote  a 
little  account  of  his  early  voyages  w’hich  we  are  privileged 
to  quote.  It  gives  a  vivid  little  picture  of  the  incidents  of 
a  whaleman’s  life  at  sea.  George  Bowman  went  on  his 
first  voyage  when  only  seventeen. 

“On  Friday,  Sept.  30,  1853,  the  Ship  Hobomok,  Capt. 
Peter  Childs,  North  Falmouth,  master,  sailed  with  a  com¬ 
pliment  of  29  men.  Officers  and  crew  twelve  of  us  be¬ 
longed  in  the  County  of  Barnstable  ten  ex  us  in  the  Town¬ 
ship  of  Falmouth  one  Ed  Herendeen  Woods  Holl.  The 
Mait  Marstons  Mills,  the  rest  of  us  right  around  home, 
and  I  am  the  only  living  one  of  that  company  that  is 
alive  today  as  far  as  we  know.  We  had  one  Falmouth 
Town  boy.  I  think  he  lived  on  the  shore  road.  I  suppose 
you  call  it  shore  street  or  some  other  pretty  name.  His 
name  was  John  Green.  Son  of  Bethier  Green.  I  think  his 
Father  was  dead.  I  think  a  great  deal  of  that  Boy  in  his 
helping  save  my  life  when  I  came  on  top  of  the  water. 
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unconscious,  having  lost  my  senses,  after  being  under 
water  so  long. 

Now  to  come  back  to  our  sailing.  The  Capt.  had  his 
Wife  and  one  Child  Lucretia  by  name.  I  think  if  aliv  she 
lives  in  North  Falmouth.  We  went  to  the  Arctic  the  first 
season,  no  whaling  to  speak  of  that  season.  We  caught 
about  350  bbls.  a  number  of  Ships  that  season  did  not  get 
a  whale.  The  second  season  we  went  to  the  Japan  Sea 
&  Ochosk  Sea.  this  season  We  took  2100  bbls  and  18000 
pounds  of  bone.  This  season  is  when  I  came  so  near  los¬ 
ing  my  life.  We  were  in  the  Japan  sea.  We  struck  a 
Whale  and  he  stove  us  so  that  the  boat  rolled  over  and 
We  were  all  in  the  w^ater.  in  the  course  of  a  minute  I 
found  the  line  was  around  I  think  booth  feet.  I  felt  of 
the  line  and  it  felt  very  taught.  I  took  my  knife  out  of 
my  pocket  and  opened  it.  then  I  lost  my  senses,  oh  I 
thought  I  was  dieing.  then  I  thought  of  the  Ship  coming 
home  and  all  the  Boys,  but  George,  oh  how  hard  it  would 
be  to  my  Dear  Father  and  Mother,  when  in  my  death 
struggles  I  made  God  a  promise,  if  he  would  save  me. 
Fred  Nye  of  North  Falmouth  dove  down  and  cleared  the 
line  from  of  my  feet.  I  was  in  stray  line,  onely  the  heft 
of  the  line  and  my  own  weight  was  carying  me  down, 
when  I  came  to  the  top  of  the  water.  John  Green  left 
the  stoven  boat  and  got  hold  of  me  and  they  hailed  me  to 
the  boat.  When  I  came  to  my  senses  we  was  on  our  way 
back  to  the  Ship,  and  I  was  in  another  boat  of  course,  and 
I  was  vomiting  salt  water.  When  they  hailed  me  on  board 
of  the  Ship  and  lade  me  on  the  deck  or  the  booby  hatch. 
I  heard  the  Capt  say  Steward,  bring  me  some  hot  rum. 
I  said  I  do  not  want  any  rum.  the  (Capt)  said  none  of 
your  temperance  lectures  here.  He  knew  I  never  used  any 
rum  when  they  use  to  pas  it  around  when  cutting  a 
Whale,  as  that  was  ruleable  in  those  days.  We  was  gon  34 
months  and  brought  home  about  2800  bbls.  of  oil.  We  ar¬ 
rived  home  Saturday  Aug.  2nd,  1856  and  the  next  day 
being  Sunday  I  went  across  the  road  and  picked  a  cup  of 
huckleberries  and  so  I  remember  those  berries  begin  to 
get  ripe  about  the  first  of  August. 

I  have  not  yet  told  you  why  I  am  writing  this  letter. 
1  want  to  ask  about  Minnie  Lawrence.  Capt  Samuel  Law¬ 
rences  Daughter,  on  my  next  voyage  I  shall  come  to  the 
question. 

My  second  voyage  I  sailed  in  the  Ship  Sharon,  after 
being  from  home  in  her  I  left  the  Sharon,  and  I  am  the 


[126] 


I 


V  ** 


dim 


‘THsaaHAJtOOT  .  -m 


•wbrrii ‘jnidd  le^la ‘.a^erwa  tnx  *t2oC  aalvflfl'^.auotoaaodmi 


O' 


^  ^  .*flOl  oa  idJfiw 


’f-: 

a 


Bid  barf  JqjaO  »zfr  :5nllfa»  luo^ot  Mosd  9moo  aJ  woH 
drf£  yiia  ^akti  .siaan  yd  aUaionJ  blklO  dao  bna  dllW 

laiA  artt  vilnA  oi  Jnsw  sW  '  .rtJuocnla'?  rl^ioH  ni  ssvll 

dW  .iioaad?  to  oi  ^gniLarlw  on  .nosasa 

Sort  bib  noeada  iarli  eqirl&  lo  lodmi/n  a  .aidd  luoda 
£98  naqal  9flJ  oi  Saew  ew  no&ada  bnoosa  ddT  .oiadw  a 
00081  bna  efdd  001 S:  3^00}  9W  aoaade  Mi  .asB  3leorfoO 
-eol  iB9n  OB  emao  I  ixodw  el  noeaoe  afrlT  .snod  )o  ebnaoq 
a  3(owi^8  9W  .aoB  naqal  ni  si9w  oW  ,dlil  ^  aol® 
bna  19YO  b9(Ioi  ^aocf  edJ  ^arf4  os  iu,3Vo;ie  ad 'boa  oladW 
I  ’9iunlm  a  lo  otiuoo  9di  ni  .wlaw  odi  ni  Ila  oiow  oW 
)o  iioi  1  J3dl  xf^ood  siniiii  1  bnuotasaaw  onll  axil  bnool 
lo  suo  9llni  3(ooJ  I  .Irtgw^  Sl9\  SI  ba&  anil  odS 
I  -  do  .essnoa  xm  .ieof  X  nadS  M  banoQo  boa  ^idiooq  xni 
^Imoo  qidS  a/f^  lo  Mj^iiodX  I  naril  ,snt9ib  saw  I  idsuoiU 
biiiow  biad  wod  do  .agioaO  lud  ayoS  &dS  Ua  bna  dxnod 
d^aab  xnt  ni  nedw  .TsdIoM  bna  ladJa^  laaQ  x{n  ol  ad 
.am  avae  bii/ow  axUli  .asixnoiq*  a.*boO  abanx  1  Hbla^xiiJa 
9dX  baiaafo  bna  nwob  avob  dSuomlM'^  dJioVl  lo  axVl  befi 
^lad  axli  xiano  .anil  ni  saw  I  .issl  xm  iQ  anil 
Mwob^doi  saiY^^o  saw  Id^Diow'  nwo  xm  bna  eitU  odS  lo 
Jloi  ndOiO  ndol  .laXaw  odx  lo  qoJ  3di  oS  smao  I  nadw 
oj  9rn  boilad  xadi  bna  om  lo  biod  los  bna  ^aod  navo^  odS 
Xaw  100  no  fcaw  sw  eaan^s  xni  ol  emao  I  nsdW  .Jaod  adl 
bna  .981000  lo  iaod  isdSoaB  at  saw  1  bnaiqtd8  odS  oS  3load 
biaod  tio  am  bsllarf  xadi  noxT^  .loJaw  llae  ^nUUnov  eaw  X 
jlolfid  xdood  9di  10  Moab  9dl  no  am  obal  bna  qlrfS  odJ  lo 
.mui  xod  emos  9rn  ^niid  .biawolS  x^^  SqeO  sdJ  biaod  1 
lo‘onon  bias  (IqaO)  orU  xmn  xn^  4aaw  ;loa  ob  I  bias  I 
Xna  b9S0  lovon  I  waaol  oH  aiod  saiu^oal  aonaiaqraol  laox 
a  snillao  nsdw  bnuois^^ll  saq  ol  osa  xadl  nodw  mai 
^8  no^  saw  sW  sxab  dsodi  ni  oidaolai  saw  SndS  ea  ,t>IadW 
-i£  dW  .do  lo  .sJdd  008S  :l0Oda  sxaod  Jd^uoid,  bna  adSaom 
Xab  ixoxt  od^  bna  dfiSI  .bxxS  .guA  xabinlaB  omod  bavh 
lo  quo  a  bo:(oiq  bna  baoi  9dl  ssoioa  ;lnow  I  xBbnuS  ^niod 
04  ntsod  B9iTX9d  osodi  i^dmsxnsi  I  oa  bna  aoliiaddUoud 

.48030 A  Xo  481ft  9ri4  4uoda  oqli  493 
.194491  sld4  3nl4!T3r  ma  I  xdw  oox  bIo4  49x  4oa  9vad  I 
-waJ  IsumaS  4qaO  .90£i9iwfiJ  9inaiMi40oda  oS  Somw  I 
9d4  o4  amoo  iiada  I  93axov  4x9n  xm^no  .lOldiuaQ  s9on9i 
**  V  ..  ^  .noi4B90p 

1941a  nciada  qM8  9d4  ai  b9[U8  X  930x07  bnooM  xUL 
9d4  ma  I  bna  .noiada  9d4  4l9l  1  i9d  ai'omod  moil  3ai9d 


THE  AWASHONKS  MASSACRE 


only  one  of  the  Crew  that  sailed  from  home  as  far  as  we 
know  that  is  living  today.  I  left  the  Sharon  in  Honolulu 
and  Shipt  in  the  Ship  Addison  Capt  Samuel  Lawrence. 
Mrs.  Lawrence  and  Daughter  were  on  board.  We  arrived 
home  the  next  June. 

I  will  just  say  I  went  three  more  voyages  whaling,  the 
next  in  the  Bark  Awashonks  formerly  of  Falm9uth.  I  am 
the  only  one  living  that  sailed  in  her  as  one  of  the  crew. 
The  Capt.  and  his  Wife  &  Boy  with  him.  The  Capt.  died 
on  the  voyage,  the  next  voyage  Fourth  voyage  was  in  the 
Ship  Gov.  Troup  Capt.  Ashley.  There  is  Three  of  us  living 
that  sailed  from  home  on  that  voyage.  Capt.  Ashley  had 
his  Wife  and  little  Boy  with  him.  I  do  not  count  them  as 
they  were  not  of  the  crew.  Now  my  Fifth  and  last  voyage 
in  the  Albion,  there  is  three  of  us  living  the  last  I  knew, 
if  William  Anthony,  the  Standard  Anthony  is  alive.’* 

Mr.  Bowman,  it  will  be  noted,  speaks  of  Captain  Peter 
Childs  having  his  wife  and  little  daughter  Lucretia  with 
him  on  board  the  Hobomok,  while  on  the  Sharon  Captain 
Samuel  Lawrence  was  accompanied  by  his  wife,  and 
daughter  Minnie. 

It  was  quite  common  on  the  whaling  voyages  that 
might  last  for  three  or  even  four  years,  for  the  captain 
to  take  his  wife  with  him  and  a  number  of  Falmouth  wo¬ 
men  made  such  voyages.  We  append  a  list  of  Falmouth 
people  who,  because  of  this  custom,  were  born  in  many 
strange  and  distant  quarters  of  the  world. 

On  the  day  that  his  son,  Reginald,  was  born  at  St. 
Helena,  Captain  Charles  H.  Turner  of  Hatchville  used  to 
relate,  he  had  taken  a  sperm  whale  from  which  was  ob¬ 
tained  154  barrels  of  oil.  This  was  an  extremely  large 
quantity  to  be  tried  out  from  a  single  whale,  although  the 
record  is  said  to  be  162  barrels  and  5  gallons  reported  by 
Captain  Briggs  of  the  New  Bedford  bark  Wave  on  August 
2,  1876. 

Turner,  Capt.  Charles  H.,  Hatchville:  Clementine, 
born  Valparaiso,  Chile;  Reginald,  born  St.  Helena. 

Baker,  Capt.  Nehemiah  C.,  Teaticket:  Nellie  B.,  born 
in  New  Zealand,  married  James  Darling. 

Lawrence,  Capt.  Thos.  H.,  Mary,  born  Sept.  2,  1854, 
died.  Sept.  19,  1879;  Stuart,  born  on  Pitcairn  Island,  So. 
Pacific;  Amelia  H.,  born  Sept.  19,  1857,  Horta,  Fayal, 
Azores. 

Childs,  Capt.  Peter,  North  Falmouth:  Minnie  Law- 
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rence,  born  Honolulu;  B5n:on,  born  Byron  Bay,  Sandwich 
Islands. 

Hamblin,  Capt.  John.,  West  Falmouth:  Alice,  born 
Australia;  Harry,  born  on  Norfolk  Islands,  South  Pacific; 
Ernest  Seaborn,  born  on  shipboard,  straits  of  Magellan. 

Davis,  Capt.  Samuel,  Falmouth:  Edward  Payson,  born 
St.  Helena;  Virginia,  born  St.  Helena;  Theodore  Moss, 
born  St.  Helena. 

Lawrence,  Capt.  Lewis  H.,  Falmouth:  Samuel  Bourne, 
born  June  8,  1854,  died,  Nov.  20,  1882,  baptised  by  a  mis¬ 
sionary  at  Tahiti,  Island  of  Otahiti,  Society  Islands; 
Augustus,  born  Dec.  31,  1857,  baptised  at  Falmouth,  born 
Norfolk  Island,  So.  Pacific  Ocean;  Frederick  Thomas, 
born  Honolulu,  April  21,  1867. 

The  bark  Elijah  Swift,  built  at  Woods  Hole,  is  not 
included  in  the  comprehensive  study  of  the  whaling  in¬ 
dustry  published  by  Starbuck,  and  we  have  always  be¬ 
lieved,  and  been  told,  that  this  vessel,  which  was  owned 
by  Elijah  Swift  of  Falmouth  and  carried  as  a  figurehead 
a  bust  of  that  gentleman,  being  a  faithful  likeness  even  to 
the  patch  over  his  eye,  was  engaged  in  the  freighting  and 
packet  line  on  the  New  Orleans-Boston  run.  There  is  a 
most  interesting  anecdote  about  the  last  voyage  of  the 
Elijah  Swift. 

This  bark,  built  in  1830,  was  of  400  tons,  and  on  her 
last  voyage  to  New  Orleans  was  commanded  by  Captain 
David  Nye  of  North  Falmouth.  Among  the  passengers 
was  a  lady,  accompanied  by  her  maid  servant,  who  during 
the  voyage,  gave  birth  to  a  baby  girl.  Shortly  afterwards 
the  Elijah  Swift  encountered  a  storm  and  was  wrecked  on 
the  island  of  Little  Isaacs. 

The  bark  struck  on  a  coral  reef  some  distance  from 
the  shore,  with  a  violent  expanse  of  surf  between  the  reef 
and  beach.  The  second  mate  volunteered  to  swim  ashore 
with  the  invalid  lady  strapped  to  his  back,  and  made  the 
attempt.  He  was  drowned,  and  the  crew  hauled  his  body 
back  by  a  rope  that  he  had  tied  about  himself,  finding 
the  lady  unconscious  but  still  living.  Captain  Nye  then 
took  the  difficult  task  upon  himself,  but  he  too  was  over¬ 
come  in  the  surf  and  the  lady  perished. 

The  rest  of  the  crew  succeeded,  finally,  in  getting  to 
shore  and  taking  the  nurse  and  child  safely  thither  too. 
Captain  Nye  was  revived  and  after  the  sea  went  down, 
the  castaways  found  on  the  shore  among  the  wreckage 
some  port  wine  with  which  the  nurse  managed  to  keep 
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the  tiny  baby  alive  for  a  few  days  until  help  came  and 
they  were  all  taken  on  to  New  Orleans  where  the  child 
was  delivered  to  its  father.  The  father  gave  the  baby 
girl  the  name  by  which  Captain  Nye  had  called  her  in 
memory  of  this  wreck  on  the  coral  reef,  “Coralline”  and 
she  lived  to  grow  up  like  any  little  girl. 

Captain  Nehemiah  Baker  of  Teaticket  was  another 
Falmouth  man  to  have  many  adventures.  He  went  to  sea 
as  a  boy  of  13  in  the  whaler  John  Adams  of  New  Bedford 
and  at  28,  as  master  of  the  New  Bedford  ship  General 
Pike,  distinguished  himself  by  quelling  a  mutiny  at  sea. 
They  were  rounding  Cape  Horn  to  pass  to  Behring  Straits 
when  a  mutiny  broke  out,  the  men  refusing  to  obey  an 
order  to  turn  out  to  fill  the  water  casks.  Captain  Baker 
gave  them  ten  minutes  to  come  up  and  get  to  work,  and 
at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  staged  a  surprise  attack 
by  having  loyal  members  of  the  crew  lower  hastily  pre¬ 
pared  stink  pots  of  smouldering  tar,  oakum  and  old  can¬ 
vas  down  the  main  hatch. 

This  soon  brought  the  mutineers  to  terms.  Their 
ring-leader  jumped  overboard  but  Captain  Baker  had 
him  fished  out  and  confined  the  culprits  in  the  lower  hold 
on  a  diet  of  bread  and  water  until  the  ship  made  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  when  he  turned  his  prisoners  over  to 
the  American  consul  for  lawful  punishment. 

The  Commodore  Morris,  owned  by  Elijah  Swift,  and 
commanded  by  Captain  Lewis  H.  Lawrence  from  1849 
to  1858,  had  a  figurehead  of  doughty  Commodore  Morris 
with  an  ornamental  painting  on  her  stern  of  a  large 
basket  of  fruits  of  various  sorts.  It  is  related  of  the 
Commodore  Morris  that  while  ‘gamming’  with  the  bark 
Atlantic  in  the  North  Atlantic  Ocean  the  two  ships  had 
seven  boats  chewed  up  by  a  w^hale,  and  succeeded  in  tak¬ 
ing  the  whale  only  on  the  following  day. 

Edward  Payson  Lawrence  of  Teaticket  is  one  of  the 
last  of  living  whalemen  in  Falmouth.  He  went  to  sea 
first  at  17,  when  he  shipped  on  the  Gazelle  of  New  Bed¬ 
ford,  Captain  Michael  Baker.  Captain  Baker  had  his  wife 
v/ith  him  and  Mr.  Lawrence  tells  of  her  being  an  expert 
navigator  herself,  and  giving  lessons  in  navigation  to 
promising  members  of  the  crew.  After  being  out  two 
years,  cruising  in  the  Pacific,  Mrs.  Baker  was  landed  at  a 
small  island  for  a  stay  with  a  family  of  missionaries 
domiciled  the^e  while  the  Gazelle  went  whaling.  A  month 
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later  they  returned  and  took  on  board  again  Mrs.  Baker, 
her  baby  and  a  goat  to  provide  milk  for  the  baby. 

An  amusing  recollection  of  the  Gazelle’s  voyage  as 
told  by  Mr.  Lawrence  is  that  in  1862,  putting  into  Sidney 
for  supplies  for  their  homeward  voyage,  they  had  their 
first  news  of  the  Civil  War  in  America.  The  English  at 
Sidney  dilated  on  the  danger  from  privateers  and  per¬ 
suaded  Captain  Baker  to  sail  for  home  under  an  English 
flag  to  protect  his  valuable  cargo  of  oil.  Off  Pernambuco 
they  fell  in  with  a  Yankee  ship  and  while  ‘gamming’  dis¬ 
covered  that  the  Yankee  ship  had  a  circus  on  board  bound 
for  South  America.  The  homesick  crew  of  the  Gazelle 
at  once  invited  them  all  on  board  for  a  dinner,  hoping  to 
have  the  band  of  the  circus  play  for  them. 

“My  band  couldn’t  blow  a  note  under  that  damn  rag 
of  an  English  flag  you  have  flying!’’  was  the  blunt  answer 
of  the  Yankee  skipper,  and  off  he  went  with  his  circus. 
The  crew  of  the  Gazelle  took  the  cue  and  went  home  the 
rest  of  the  way  under  their  own  colors. 

A  fitting  conclusion  for  our  remarks  on  the  whaling 
history  of  Falmouth  will  be  an  original  song,  composed  by 
Mr.  Levi  D.  Fish  of  Quissett  who  in  1855  made  a  voyage  on 
the  bark  American,  Captain  Peter  Pease,  which  took  them 
up  in  the  Okohtsk  Sea.  Mr.  Fish  who  was  very  musical, 
wrote  the  setting  for  words  written  by  a  shipmate,  Sidney 
Beck,  and  the  song  afterwards  became  very  popular 
among  sailors. 

“The  time  is  fled  like  lightning  away 
And  ’tis  now  three  years  or  more 

We  bid  adieu  one  August  day 

To, our  friends  on  the  Vineyard  Shore. 

Chorus: 

And  as  we  glided  through  the  Sound 
Let  the  song  go  merrily  around 

Farewell,  farewell  to  grief  and  fear 

For  tonight  we’re  Homeward  Bound. 

Here’s  to  the  captain,  may’st  thou  live 
A  ripe  old  age  to  see 

May  wealth  its  richest  showers  give 
This  is  our  wish  for  thee. 

And  here’s  to  the  American,  gallant  bark. 

We’ll  often  think  of  thee 

And  the  nights  we  paced  the  decks  so  dark 
In  that  cold  northern  sea.”  ' 
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CHAPTER  XIII 


PREACHING  OF  THE  WORD 


AS  early  as  1686  it  was  voted  in  the  town  meeting  “to 
set  apart  lands  as  a  help  and  encouragement  to  any 
fit  person  who  may  be  helpful  to  us  in  maintaining 
the  public  preaching  of  the  word  of  God.” 

Through  the  influence  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Metcalf, 
seventeen  men  and  women  were  detached  from  the  parish 
in  Barnstable  to  set  up  a  parish  of  their  own  in  Falmouth, 
and  in  1708  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Falmouth 
was  formed.  The  meeting  house  that  the  people  held 
their  worship  in  soon  became  inadequate  to  house  the 
steadily  increasing  congregation,  and  in  1715  the  second 
meeting  house  was  built.  The  money  came  from  the  sale 
of  pews  to  the  families  of  the  town,  the  price  varying  with 
the  position  of  the  pew. 

Even  this  structure  in  a  few  years  became  too  small 
for  the  growing  town,  and  in  1749  the  people  voted  to 
build  a  meeting  house  45  feet  square  with  17  spots  for 
pews  below,  and  12  above.  The  usual  amount  of  wrang¬ 
ling  over  the  size  took  place  and  it  was  not  until  1750 
that  it  was  voted  “to  build  the  new  meeting  house  42  feet 
square  and  the  present  house  used  to  build.”  This  new 
church  was  not  built  on  the  site  of  the  old  one  but  on  the 
present  Green. 

Again  in  1796  it  appeared  that  the  meeting  house  was 
incapable  of  housing  all  the  worshipers  on  the  Sabbath, 
and  in  that  year  was  built  the  present  Congregational 
Church,  subscribed  to  so  well  by  its  members  that  sufla- 
cient  funds  remained  in  the  treasury  to  buy  the  Paul 
Revere  bell. 

In  1840  the  Congregational  Church  petitioned  the 
Legislature  for  the  right  to  sell  the  parsonage  lands  and 
put  the  proceeds  in  a  fund.  These  lands  were  originally 
on  the  land  now  known  as  King  Street  and  the  old  par¬ 
sonage  first  occupied  by  the  Rev.  Henry  Lincoln  is  Dr. 
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A.  L.  Pattee’s  house  on  Main  Street.  The  present  parson¬ 
age  is  on  Palmer  Avenue. 

The  old  church  was  moved  to  its  present  location  and 
completely  renovated  in  1857,  coining  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  decorators  distinctly  Colonial  in  design  and  finish. 
In  the  spring  and  summer  its  white  painted  exterior  with 
the  green  of  the  surrounding  foliage  brings  its  beauty 
into  sharp  relief. 

The  ministers  who  have  been  pastors  of  the  church 
since  its  founding  are:  Samuel  Shiverick,  Joseph  Metcalf, 
Samuel  Parker,  Henry  Lincoln,  Benjamin  Woodbury, 
Josiah  Bent,  Henry  Hooker,  William  Bates,  James  P.  Kim¬ 
ball,  Henry  K.  Craig,  Charles  H.  Washburn,  Edgar  T.  Pitts, 
John  Hastings  Quint,  Frank  Hazen,  Frank  Baker,  Irving 
A.  Flint,  Hubert  A.  Allenby,  Leonard  S.  Nightwine. 

The  old  East  End  Meeting  House,  built  in  1797,  typi- 
>cally  New  England  in  its  architecture,  looms  at  the  crest 
of  the  hill  where  the  old  Sandwich  road  leaves  the  Hatch- 
ville  road.  It  marks  the  culmination  of  a  long  forgotten 
controversy  as  to  whether  the  east  or  west  end  of  the 
township  should  have  the  predominance.  Before  the 
Revolution  Falmouth  village  had  not  attained  the  im¬ 
portance  it  now  possesses.  Woods  Hole  was  a  small 
settlement  far  removed  from  commerce.  Barnstable, 
Sandwich  and  Plymouth  were  the  main  centers  of  busi¬ 
ness  nearest  to  Falmouth  and  the  east  end  of  the  town  lay 
on  the  direct  route  to  these  points.  Leading  families  like 
the  Hatches,  Lawrences,  Swifts  had  their  homes  in  that 
section. 

The  building  of  the  East  End  Meeting  House  did  not 
end  the  controversy,  and  for  the  next  forty  years  peren¬ 
nial  discussion  of  jurisdiction  enlivened  the  records  ol 
both  the  First  and  Second  Societies. 

The  original  building,  erected  in  1797,  faced  south, 
with  an  entrance  porch  13  feet  square,  and  had  no  steeple. 
Between  1800  and  1830,  with  the  rise  of  the  whaling  in¬ 
dustry  and  coasting  trade  and  the  flourishing  salt  works 
along  the  shore,  the  main  villages  of  Falmouth  and  Woods 
Hole  established  their  supremacy  as  the  principal  centers 
of  the  township,  which  v/as  reflected  in  the  assertion  of 
.  authority  by  the  parent  church  society.  In  1836  in  answer 
to  a. petition  from  the  East  End  Society  that  the  First 
Congregational  Society  relinquish  their  right  in  the  East 
End  Meeting  House,  the  main  body  voted  “We  deem  it  in¬ 
expedient  to  take  any  action  thereon.” 
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PREACHING  OF  THE  WORD 


Meanwhile  the  East  Enders  were  agitating  themselves 
to  find  a  more  convenient  site  for  their  own  place  of  wor¬ 
ship.  In  1840  they  appointed  a  committee  of  six  to  view 
the  situation  and  location  and  probable  expense.  Three 
or  four  sites  were  considered,  it  finally  being  voted  to 
place  the  meeting  house  “within  10  rods  of  the  Fresh  Pond 
school  house.”  However,  Mr.  Shubael  Lawrence  of  the 
East  End  parish  died  on  March  18,  1841,  and  by  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  his  will  effectually  settled  the  question  once 
and  for  all.  He  bequeathed  to  the  society  $10,000  to  be 
used  for  the  support  of  preaching  provided,  “that  said 
Society,  at  their  own  expense,  turn  the  present  house  of 
worship  gable  end  to  the  road,  put  a  handsome  steeple 
to  the  same,  put  up  a  bell  of  sufficient  size,  paint  and  keep 
the  same  in  good  repair  and  forever  keep  the  house 
standing  at  the  head  of  the  burying  ground  where  it  now 
stands.”  These  conditions  were  carried  out  the  following 
year  at  a  cost  of  $2,200.  In  addition  to  the  required  al¬ 
terations,  the  porch  was  removed,  the  galleries  taken 
down,  and  the  pulpit  lowered,  making  the  meeting  house 
as  it  is  today. 

An  amusing  entry  in  the  records  of  a  meeting  in  1830 
of  the  First  Society  asks  to  have  one  or  more  stoves  set 
up  in  the  East  End  Meeting  House.  The  members  of  the 
First  Society  agreed  to  do  this  provided  that  the  members 
at  the  East  End  pay  $30  into  the  treasury  of  the  parent 
body.  The  result  of  this  charitable  vote  is  not  given  in 
the  records,  but  no  heating  of  the  church  is  recorded 
until  1842. 

The  service  of  dedication  of  the  remodeled  Meeting 
House  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Allen  Gaunelt  of  Edgar- 
town  conjointly  with  the  service  of  installation  of  the 
Rev.  James  D.  Lewis  as  pastor. 

Pastors  of  the  church  since  its  founding:  Silas  Shores, 
1822-31;  Melancthon  G.  Wheeler,  1831-33;  John  Hyde, 
1933-35;  Timothy  Davis,  1835-39;  William  Harlow,  1839- 
42;  James  D.  Lewis,  1842-47;  Silas  S.  Hyde,  1847-53;  Alex¬ 
ander  C.  Childs,  1853-56;  George  Ford,  1856-63;  Edwin 
Seabury,  1863-69;  Daniel  H.  Babcock,  1869-72;  David 
Perry,  1872-77;  Samuel  Frisley,  1877-84;  Samuel  Morrison, 
1884-88;  Thomas  Bell,  1888—;  H.  K.  Craig,  1888-97; 
Charles  Thurber,  April  1897-Sept.  1897;  E.  H.  Smith,  1897- 
98;  William  Fairley,  1898-99;  George  E.  Chapin,  1899- 
1904;  Philip  Gob,  1904-07;  H.  E.  Thygeson,  1907—. 

In  speaking  of  churches  and  religious  experience  in 
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Falmouth,  mention  must  be  made  of  “the  Great  Revival” 
at  Quissett  on  May  12,  1809.  In  the  illustration  opposite 
page  20  is  shown  a  view  of  the  village  of  Quissett,  with 
the  homestead  of  Deacon  Thomas  Fish  prominent  on  the 
high  land  overlooking  the  harbor  ,and  in  this  house  oc¬ 
curred  the  revival. 

Thomas  Fish  was  born  in  1762  and  died  September  24, 
1848.  His  wife  was  Susannah,  daughter  of  David  and 
Sarah  Crowell.  He  was  a  son  of  Samuel  Fish  and  Sarah 
Dimmick.  One  of  his  daughters,  Celia,  married  Dr.  Aaron 
Cornish,  a  founder  of  the  Falmouth  Glass  Works  on  Shore 
Street. 

Owner  of  a  shipyard  at  Quissett,  Thomas  Fish  at’  17 
enlisted  in  the  army  for  the  Revolution;  after  the  war  he 
tried  his  hand  at  school  teaching;  went  into  the  West 
Indies  trade,  becoming  master  of  a  vessel;  and  in  1802 
became  agent  for  the  shipyard.  The  War  of  1812  dis¬ 
turbed  the  prosperity  of  this  business,  and  the  latter  part 
of  Deacon  Fish’s  life  was  spent  in  public  service,  being  21 
years  in  the  legislature  and  20  years  a  selectman  of  the 
town,  as  well  as  a  deacon  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  for  24  years. 

Robinson  Crocker  Bodfish  wrote  that  “What  Elijah 
Swift  stood  for  in  business  affairs.  Deacon  Fish  was  in 
Falmouth  in  all  its  moral  and  religious  interests”  and 
gave  an  anecdote  illustrating  the  Deacon’s  character. 
Isaiah  Jones,  father  of  Dr.  L.  C.  Jones,  was  agent  of  the 
Robinson  Stocking  Yarn  Mill  at  Waquoit.  Meeting  Dea¬ 
con  Fish  one  day  he  said  “I  have  a  little  bill  against  you, 
deacon.”  “Oh  yes,”  replied  the  old  gentleman,  handing 
his  pocketbook  to  Mr.  Jones,  although  the  latter  was  a 
stranger  to  him,  “Please  take  out  the  amount  that  I  owe 
you.” 

The  Great  Revival  originated  with  a  spiritual  ex¬ 
perience  that  came  to  the  Deacon’s  wife,  Mrs.  Susannah 
Fish,  one  night.  In  the  morning  she  told  it,  vividly  and 
eloquently  to  her  family.  A  contemporary  account  says 
“All  work  was  put  aside;  the  men  were  called  from  the 
shore  where  they  were  busy  with  ship-building,  and  they 
too  were  deeply  impressed.  Word  of  what  had  occurred 
spread  from  house  to  house  and  the  neighbors  began  to 
come  in.  The  time  was  spent  in  praise  and  prayer.  Mr. 
Lincoln  (Rev.  Henry  Lincoln)  was  sent  for.  So  deeply 
were  the  people  moved  upon  by  the  Holy  Spirit  that  they 
remained  through  the  day.  No  regular  meals  were  cooked. 
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The  mother  in  the  home  saw  that  simple  but  ample  pro¬ 
vision  was  made  so  that  all  who  chose  could  help  them¬ 
selves.  As  the  hours  passed  many  testified  to  the  change 
that  had  come  over  their  spirits.  The  meetings  continued 
for  several  days.  The  rooms  were  filled.  People  came 
from  the  neighboring  villages.  The  revival  spread  and 
continued  for  several  weeks  and  meetings  were  held  at 
the  church.  Year  by  year  on  the  twelfth  of  May  people 
gathered  at  the  hospitable  home  to  praise  and  thank  God 
and  relate  their  memorable  experiences.” 

The  second  oldest  religious  denomination  in  Fal¬ 
mouth  is  the  Society  of  Friends.  The  Quaker  Meeting 
house,  located  on  the  main  highway  in  West  Falmouth,  is 
the  third  building  to  be  erected  by  the  society  for  its 
meetings.  Built  in  1841,  on  the  site  of  the  previous  one, 
it  is  square  with  two  doors  in  front,  and  an  entry  on  the 
side.  It  is  painted  cream  with  green  blinds,  and  is  sur¬ 
rounded  by  the  old  burial  ground,  which  with  its  green 
lawn  and  white  stones  forms  a  pleasing  background. 

The  first  meeting  house  was  built  in  1720,  and  was 
located  farther  back  in  the  woods  on  the  then  road  from 
West  Falmouth  to  Falmouth  Village.  The  spot  on  which 
it  stood  is  marked  at  the  center  with  a  v/hite  post,  erected 
by  Daniel  Swift  and  others,  and  chiseled  with  the  date 
that  it  was  built.  In  1775  this  church  was  torn  down  and 
the  second  one  constructed  on  the  present  site.  In  1794 
stables  and  outbuildings  were  added  for  the  convenience 
of  those  Friends  who  came  to  meetings  on  horseback  or 
in  carriages. 

In  this  church  today  are  held  the  quarterly  meetings 
of  the  Sandwich  Society  of  Friends  as  well  as  the  regular 
Sunday  services  of  the  Falmouth  Quakers,  from  June  30th 
to  Sept.  15th  at  11  o’clock. 

Despite  persecution,  in  1658  regular  monthly 
meetings,  held  the  first  Sunday  in  each  month,  were  set 
up  in  Sandwich  and  with  a  few  exceptions,  were  held 
regularly  for  many  years  after.  By  1717,  the  need  for  a 
meeting  house  was  felt.  The  burying  ground  was  laid  out 
and  put  in  the  charge  of  Richard  Landers,  and  subscrip¬ 
tions  started  for  the  money  to  bhild. 

After  the  third  meeting  house  was  built  in  1841, 
Friends  in  West  Falmouth  subscribed  to  build  a  school- 
house  that  would  be  more  convenient  to  their  children 
than  the  schools  in  the  village.  Asa  Wing  of  Sandwich 
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was  the  first  teacher.  Later  it  was  made  the  body  of  the 
Lindley  M.  Wing  house. 

For  many  years  members  of  the  society  were 
prominent  in  political  as  well  as  social  life.  James  T. 
Dillingham  was  chosen  to  the  Legislature  in  1857,  James 
E.  Gifford  served  in  the  Legislature  in  1880  and  1881,  and 
Meltiah  Gifford  served  in  that  body  in  1884. 

Until  a  few  years  ago  it  was  the  policy  of  the  town 
management  to  have  one  Friend  in  the  Board  of  Select¬ 
men.  In  that  body  we  recognize  the  names  of  Thomas 
Bowerman,  Richard  Landers,  Stephen  Bowerman,  Paul 
Swift,  Prince  Gifford,  William  Gifford,  Daniel  Swift, 
Barnabas  Bowerman  (who  served  12  years)  and  Prince  G. 
Moore  (who  served  14  years). 

In  the  autumn  of  1888,  while  on  a  visit  from 
Worcester  to  his  native  place,  Daniel  Wheeler  Swift  sub¬ 
scribed  $300  towards  a  fund  of  $1000,  the  annual  income 
from  which  is  usedjtowards  keeping  the  grounds  of  the 
graveyard  in  a  neat  condition. 

The  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Falmouth 
dates  back  to  the  first  decade  of  the  Nineteenth  Century 
when  the  Rev.  Joseph  Snelling,  one  of  the  first  Methodist 
ministers  in  America,  who  joined  the  church  in  Boston 
in  1793,  had  the  circuit  of  Cape  Cod,  Marthas  Vineyard 
and  Nantucket.  In  his  memoirs  he  wrote,  after  telling 
of  preaching  at  the  home  of  Captain  Stephen  Swift,  at 
West  Falmouth  and  other  places,  that  Dr.  Hugh  George 
Donaldson  was  converted  and  baptized.  Said  Mr.  Snelling 
‘T  had  meetings  at  his  house  and  there  I  formed  the  first 
Methodist  Society  in  Falmouth.  A  preacher  was  sent 
then  from  the  conference,  whose  labors  were  blessed,  and 
the  number  in  the  society  increased.  It  was  not  long 
before  they  built  a  neat  and  convenient  meeting  house.” 
This  was  in  1808. 

Dr.  Hugh  George  Donaldson,  grandfather  of  former 
selectman  John  F.  Donaldson,  built  and  lived  in  the  house 
now  (1930)  Sabens’  Laundry  on  Main  StreeP  near  the  old 
Methodist  cemetery.  Captain  Stephen  Swift’s  house  was 
further  east  on  Main  Street,  beyond  the  Town  Infirmary, 
its  site  still  marked  by  clumps  of  lilac  bushes  though  the 
poplar  trees  in  front  of  it,  have  vanished.  This  old  house 
also  sheltered  early  meetings  of  the  Masonic  body,  and 
was  said  to  have  the  Square  and  Compass  painted  on  the 
ceiling  of  its  front  parlor. 

In  June  of  1810  Methodists  of  Sandwich  and  Falmouth 
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sent  a  petition  to  the  General  Court  protesting  that  they 
were  taxed  for  support  of  the  Congregational  Church 
although  duly  organized  in  their  own  societies.  A  town 
meeting  of  Falmouth  in  November,  1810  voted  “not  to 
remonstrate  against  the  petition”;  but  as  late  as  1825  the 
Congregational  Church  records  tell  of  a  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  “to  look  up  delinquents  and  bring  them  back  to 
their  duty.”  The  formation  of  the  Methodist  society  was 
the  first  denominational  split  in  the  history  of  the  town. 
The  report  of  this  committee  states  “Brother  Joseph  Davis 
and  his  wife  said  they  did  not  break  the  covenant  by 
going  off  as  they  only  went  to  another  branch  of  the 
Church  of  Christ.  They  enjoyed  themselves  better”  and 
“Mary  Rowley  liked  the  Methodist  best  and  therefore  she 
went  after  them.” 

The  first  minister  sent,  after  organization  in  1808, 
was  the  Rev.  Erasmus  Otis,  who  preached  in  the  tavern 
on  the  shore,  now  the  old  Brewer  house.  The  first 
Methodist  church,  built  1811,  was  on  land  belonging  to 
Dr.  Donaldson,  near  the  Methodist  cemetery  -on  Main 
Street.  About  1829  Deacon  William  Nye  deeded  the  land 
for  the  present  location  to  John  Tobey  et  al  for  $200, 
nearly  opposite  the  town  hall,  and  the  building  was  re¬ 
moved  there.  In  1847  the  old  building  was  torn  down  and 
the  present  one  erected,  being  remodelled  in  1896-7  when 
the  chapel  was  added  and  rear  galleries  taken  out.  In 
1929  repairs  were  made,  the  church  painted  white  and 
renovated  inside,  and  shrubbery  planted  on  the  grounds. 
The  pastors  since  1882  have  been:  J.  M.  Taber,  T.  A. 
Johnston,  Percy  Perinchief,  A.  G.  Smith,  E.  W.  Eldredge, 
C.  K.  Jenness,  H.  C.  Scripps,  R.  S.  Moore,  T.  S.  Streeter, 
J.  E.  Blake,  C.  H.  Hinckley,  R.  H.  Schuett,  C.  W.  McCaskell, 
C  E.  DeLa  Mater,  C.  C.  Pratt,  M.  S.  Stocking,  J.  R.  Magee, 
C.  W.  Ruoff,  Jesse  A.  Martin,  C.  V.  Bigler,  Arthur  Wads¬ 
worth  and  E.  B.  Thomas. 

Methodism  as  a  religion  had  an  early  start  in  Woods 
Hole.  Nearly  130  years  ago  itinerant  preachers  visited 
the  little  town  and  preached  sermons  in  the  village 
schoolhouse.  The  first  minister  of  whom  there  is  any 
record  was  Father  Otis,  well  known  on  the  Cape  at  that 
time,  who  after  he  had  sown  the  seed  of  Methodism,  was 
followed  by  preachers  of  Falmouth  who  came  every 
Sunday. 

It  was  not  until  1879  that  the  congregation  had  a 
church  of  their  own.  The  class  meeting  of  those  days 
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was  held  at  the  home  of  Sanford  Herendeen  who  shared 
with  Marshall  Grew  a  deep  devotion  to  religious  work. 

Mrs.  Abagail  Grew  and  family  gave  the  lot  and  at  a 
cost  of  $2,500  the  building  was  erected  and  dedicated  as 
“the  People's  Church.”  Originally  a  plain  wooden  struc¬ 
ture  with  no  entry  and  plain  open  pews,  it  was  remodeled 
in  1890  and  greatly  improved. 

In  the  evening  of  July  24,  1884,  a  meeting  was  held 
at  the  church  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the  Metho¬ 
dist-Episcopal  Church,  practically  the  entire  congrega¬ 
tion  attending.  Nine  persons  were  received  into  the  new 
church  by  transfer  from  other  churches.  They  were: 
Vinal  N.  Edwards,  Henry  M.  Grew,  Ephraim  S.  Edwards, 
Maria  A.  Donaldson,  Lucy  T.  Swift,  Minerva  A.  Robinson, 
Sarah  H,  Edwards,  Levi  D.  Fish  and  Mary  D.  Fish.  Han¬ 
nah  B.  Gardiner,  Grace  L.  Donaldson,  and  Love  P.  Cornell 
were  received  as  full  members,  and  nine  others  on  pro¬ 
bation. 

Up  to  1920  the  ministers  boarded  at  the  houses  of 
Different  members.  The  present  parsonage  was  bought 
from  Mrs.  Prescott  at  a  cost  of  $2,000,  and  completely  re¬ 
paired  in  1927. 

Out  of  the  36  pastors  of  the  church  since  its  origin, 
30  have  been  students  at  Boston  University. 

The  pastors:  Richard  H.  Dorr,  J.  B.  Smith,  L.  M. 
Flocken,  Henry  Pearce,  C.  E.  Todd,  M.  B.  Wilson,  J.  D. 
Wing,  E.  W.  Eldredge,  R.  C.  Westenberg,  Fay  Donaldson, 
O.  L.  Utter,  F.  C.  Anderson,  David  Houghtelin,  George  A. 
Marvel,  Edward  Roberts,  F.  M.  McCoy,  W.  Woodward 
Booth,  W.  E.  Plaxton,  Samuel  Johnson,  J.  Wesley  Pontius, 
H.  S.  Jackson,  W.  W.  Davis,  Fayette  F.  Leavitt,  Otis  W. 
Moore.  E.  H.  Mohn,  Walter  L.  Morgan,  Leonard  Mitchell, 
F.  B.  Morley,  Otis  H.  Moore,  Elwyn  Tingley,  Edwin  Win¬ 
ters,  Z.  V.  Arthur,  George  R.  Locke,  Ellery  J.  Beal. 

The  Church  of  the  Messiah  at  Woods  Hole  was  the 
first  parish  organized  in  Falmouth  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  denomination.  Bishop  Eastburn  holding  a  ser¬ 
vice  in  the  school  house  October  6,  1852,  when  on  a 
journey  to  Nantucket.  At  that  time  Mr.  Joseph  Story 
Fay  of  Boston,  had  recently  bought  his  house  overlooking 
Little  Harbor,  on  the  main  road,  which  is  said  to  be  the 
first  “summer  residence”  in  Falmouth.  Jeremiah  Hop¬ 
kins,  proprietor  of  the  old  Webster  House,  was  also  active 
and  served  as  senior  warden  when  the  parish  was  or¬ 
ganized.  The  sum  of  $3237  was  raised  and  the  church 
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consecrated  in  February,  1854,  the  first  rector  being  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Flower. 

In  1888  Mr.  Joseph  Story  Fay  offered  to  contribute 
the  present  handsome  stone  building,  and  although  it  is 
said  fishermen  objected,  as  they  had  come  to  use  the 
steeple  of  the  old  church  as  a  range  mark  in  entering 
the  harbor,  the  gift  was  accepted.  The  old  church  was 
remodelled  and  moved  nearer  the  corner  and  is  still  in 
use  as  the  parish  house.  The  corner  stone  of  the  new 
church  was  laid  July  2,  1889. 

Rectors  of  the  Church  of  the  Messiah,  following  Mr. 
Flower  are:  Rev.  John  West,  Rev.  Hiram  Carlton,  Rev. 
Charles  McI.  Nicholson,  Rev.  H.  H.  Neales,  Rev.  Joseph 
Dinzey,  Rev.  E.  Marriett,  Rev.  James  Bancroft. 

St.  Barnabas  Memorial  Church  stands  on  Main  Street 
on  the  site  of  the  old  Succannessett  House,  built  by  Timo¬ 
thy  Crocker,  bought  by  Elijah  Sv/ift,  and  owned  by  his 
family  until  1389.  Late  in  1888  steps  were  taken  to  form 
the  parish  and  the  next  year  the  ground  was  bought,  the 
old  house  moved  to  Gaboon  alley  and  work  begun  on  the 
church  which  was  consecrated  June  11,  1890.  The  parish 
house  was  dedicated  December  29,  1890;  and  the  rectory 
bought  in  1901  and  left  as  a  legacy  to  the  parish  by  E. 
Pierson  Beebe.  The  rectory  is  the  old  Captain  John 
Hatch  house,  occupied  prior  to  1901  by  Robinson  Crocker 
Bodfish. 

Originating  as  a  memorial  to  James  Madison  Beebe 
and  Esther  Elizabeth  Beebe,  for  forty  years  the  several 
members  of  the  Beebe  family  have  added  to  and  main¬ 
tained  the  beauty  of  the  church  until  today  it  is  one  of 
the  handsomest  in  the  country.  In  1929  the  interior  of 
the  church  was  entirely  re-decorated  as  the  gift  of  Mr. 
Frank  H.  Beebe,  who  is  senior  warden  of  the  church.  The 
side  walls  are  plastered,  tinted  a  warm  rose  to  har¬ 
monize  with  the  dull  red  sandstone  of  buttresses  and 
arches.  The  oak  corbels  and  groining  are  picked  out  in 
gold;  and  the  lofty  roof  paneled  in  soft  sky-blue  between 
the  dark  oak  beams.  In  the  chancel  the  roof  is  diapered 
with  panels  of  gold  ornamented  with  rose  and  dull  green 
symbols  of  the  crucifixion.  The  exquisite  stained  glass 
window  of  the  Ascension  over  the  altar,  and  the  four 
memorial  windows  installed  in  1928  give  added  richness 
to  the  coloring.  The  altar  itself,  of  carved  oak,  with 
paneled  oak  reredos  on  which  hangs  a  replica  of  the  Bot¬ 
ticelli  Madonna  and  Child  in  its  heavily  ornamented 
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Florentine  gilt  frame,  is  flanked  with  the  tall  Magnificat 
candelabra  of  wrought  iron  and  brass  from  Italy  and  has 
rich  brocade  altar  cloths  corresponding  to  the  seasons  of 
the  church  year. 

The  spacious  grounds  of  the  church,  flanked  by  the 
rectory  on  the  East,  a  stone  wall  with  elaborate  shrubbery 
and  flower  bed  on  the  West,  and  the  parish  house  at  the 
rear,  by  Siders  Pond,  are  rarely  beautiful,  with  lofty  trees, 
close-clipped  lawn,  a  convert  of  rhododendrons  by  the 
main  church  door;  ivy  on  the  walls. 

The  first  rector  of  the  church  was  Rev.  Charles  Hall 
Perry  from  1888-1890.  He  was  followed  by  Rev.  Henry 
Herbert  Smythe  who  retired  in  1922  as  rector  emeritus. 
Rev.  James  Clement  Sharp  was  rector  from  1922  until 
his  death  in  January,  1927,  and  the  Rev.  Leslie  F.  Wallace 
succeeded  to  the  active  charge  of  the  parish  in  July,  1927. 

The  principal  Catholic  Church  of  Falmouth,  as  well 
as  the  oldest  is  St.  Joseph’s  Church  on  Millfield  Street, 
Woods  Hole,  which  was  dedicated  June  26,  1882,  when  the 
Rev.  Cornelius  MacSweeney  was  pastor,  coming  from 
Sandwich. 

Previous  to  that  time,  a  mission  had  been  maintained 
at  Woods  Hole,  at  first  from  New  Bedford,  and  later  from 
Sandwich,  with  such  priests  as  Rev.  James  Tute  and  Rev. 
Thomas  F.  Clinton  driving  over  to  say  mass.  The  railroad  , 
to  Woods  Hole  was  opened  in  1872,  and  according  to  tra¬ 
dition  it  was  the  number  of  Catholics  among  the  workmen 
of  the  road  during  its  construction  that  led  to  the 
establishment  of  what  grew  into  Woods  Hole  parish. 
Father  MacSweeney  was  at  Woods  Hole  for  some  twenty 
years,  laboring  earnestly  in  the  parish,  which  included 
the  whole  township,  and  seeing  the  start  of  the  churches 
of  St.  Patrick’s  in  Falmouth  and  St.  Anthony’s  in  East 
Falmouth.  Another  priest  connected  with  St.  Joseph’s 
in  the  old  days  was  the  Rev.  James  Coffey,  present  pastor 
of  the  Church  of  the  Sacred  Heart  in  New  Bedford. 

The  present  pastor  of  St.  Joseph’s  and  St.  Patrick’s, 
is  the  Rev.  Thomas  F.  Kennedy,  who  came  to  St.  Joseph’s 
in  1905. 

St.  Patrick’s  was  established  by  Father  MacSweeney, 
in  1899.  Father  Kennedy  bpened  the  station  at  Megan- 
sett,  known  as  the  Church  of  the  Immaculate  Conception, 
saying  the  first  mass  in  the  Casino  on  July  16,  1915;  and 
buying  the  property  September  3,  1920.  St.  Thomas’ 
Church  at  Falmouth  Heights,  was  also  opened  by  Father 
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PREACHING  OF  THE  WORD 


Kennedy,  first  mass  being  said  there  July  4,  1918,  and  the 
property  purchased  June  14,  1921.  On  June  3,  1928,  St. 
Thomas  Church  was  set  aside  as  a  parish,  with  the  Rev. 
James  A.  Coyle  as  pastor  and  the  Church  of  the  Im¬ 
maculate  Conception  is  now  served  from  the  parish  of  St. 
Thomas. 

The  church  of  St.  Joseph  has  a  beautiful  situation, 
overlooking  Mill  Pond,  with  the  rectory  adjacent  and  a 
beautiful  granite  oratory  and  bell  tower,  55  feet  in  height, 
built  in  1929,  opposite  the  church  on  the  shore  of  the 
pond.  This  bell  tower  is  the  gift  of  a  member  of  the 
parish,  Mrs.  Frank  R.  Lillie  of  Chicago  who  summers  at 
Woods  Hole,  where  her  husband  is  director  of  the  Marine 
Biological  Laboratroy.  The  Angelus  peal  rings  morning, 
noon  and  night  from  this  tower. 

The  church  itself  is  of  brown  stained  shingles,  un¬ 
assuming  and  unpretentious  as  to  exterior,  but  surpris¬ 
ingly  beautiful  within,  due  to  the  delicate  colors  employed 
in  the  decoration. 

Woods  Hole  and  the  other  Falmouth  chdrches  belong 
to  the  diocese  presided  over  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Daniel  F. 
Feehan,  Bishop  of  Fall  River. 

The  outlying  villages  maintain  their  own  independent 
church  organizations,  though  not  all  support  resident 
pastors. 

In  East  Falmouth  we  find  a  large  Portugese  congre¬ 
gation  supporting  a  very  pretty  church,  St.  Anthony’s, 
with  the  Rev.  M.  J.  Texeira  in  charge.  Also  a  Seventh- 
Day  Adventists  Society,  meeting  on  Saturdays,  with  the 
Rev.  Manuel  Nobrega  coming  from  Nev/  Bedford  to  pre¬ 
side;  and  a  Methodist  Episcopal  chapel  where  the  Rev. 
Edward  B.  Thomas  preaches. 

Waquoit  maintains  the  Waquoit  Congregational 
Church  served  by  the  Rev.  Hugh  Duglay,  who  comes  from 
Falmouth  for  the  services;  and  Waqucit  Chapol  in  which 
the  Rev.  Thygeson  of  Hatchville  preaches  on  Sunday 
evenings. 

North  Falmouth  has  a  Congregational  Church  of  tra¬ 
ditional  New  England  white-painted  architecture,  newly 
renovated  and  restored  in  1927  with  generous  gifts  from 
a  summer  resident,  James  H.  Rand  of  North  Tonowanda, 
N.  Y.,  aiding.  The  Rev.  Charles  W.  Mock  is  pastor.  In 
North  Falmouth  summer  Catholic  services  are  held  at 
Megansett  Casino. 

There  are  thus  fifteen  structures  dedicated  to  Chris- 
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tian  worship  in  the  township  of  Falmouth  in  1930,  and 
six  denominations  represented  in  church  societies  among 
the  5000  population;  a  far  cry  from  1708  when  the  first 
church  was  organized  in  Falmouth,  with  but  one  building, 
one  denomination. 
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CHAPTER  XIV 


FROM  SHEEP  TO  STRAWBERRIES 


The  first  mill  in  the  town  was  built  around  1700  by 
Philip  Dexter  on  what  is  today  called  Coonamessett 
River,  in  East  Falmouth,  but  in  the  early  records  is 
referred  to  as  Five-Mile  River.  It  runs  from  Coonames¬ 
sett  Lake  to  empty  into  Vineyard  Sound  through  Great 
Pond.  In  1719  Ensign  Parker  and  Timothy  Robinson  were 
appointed  a  committee  at  town  meeting  to  treat  with 
Philip  Dexter  over  charges  of  excessive  tolls  for  grinding 
of  meal.  Nevertheless,  this  site  continued  to  serve  the 
whole  township  until  1787,  when  Jesse  Gifford  built  for 
Samuel  Bowerman,  Joseph  Bowerman  and  Richard  Lake  a 
windmill  for  grinding  of  grain  at  West  Falmouth  which 
stood  on  the  Swift  property  just  north  of  the  present  West 
Falmouth  M.  E.  Church.  In  1922  Seth  Gifford  bought  the 
property,  soon  after  selling  the  mill  to  Fred  Field  who 
moved  it  to  Brockton  where  it  later  burned  down. 

Joseph  Bowerman  passed  the  mill  to  his  sons  Seth 
and  Thomas  and  Thomas  Bowerman  tended  it  until  1816. 
Moses  Swift  inherited  Thomas  Bowerman’s  share  and 
bought  that  of  Seth  and  the  mill  in  its  latter  days  was 
carried  on  by  Silas  F.  Swift,  his  son.  The  memory  of  this 
old  landmark  is  perpetuated  by  the  present  newspaper, 
the  Falmouth  Enterprise,  which  uses  a  drawing  from  an 
actual  photograph,  taken  in  1886,  of  the  old  mill  for  the 
heading  of  its  column  “All’s  Grist  to  the  Old  Mill.” 

Waquoit,  on  the  swift  Moonowist  River,  had  an  early 
saw  mill  and  grist  mill  built  by  Zenas  Ewer  which  burned. 
Then  John  Robinson  had  a  grist  mill,  followed  by  a  yarn 
and  cloth  mill  operated  by  Alexander  Clarke.  In  1855 
Parker  Bodfish  of  Wareham  became  interested  in  a  grist 
mill  that  operated  for  thirty  years  or  more. 

Sheep,  of  course,  were  an  invaluable  asset  to  the 
pioneers,  producing  at  once  clothing  and  mutton,  and  the 
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early  records  of  Falmouth  are  largely  made  up  of  the 
ear-marks  registered  by  each  householder  for  his  cattle 
and  sheep.  “The  mark  that  Leftenant  Jonathan  Hatch 
gives  to  his  Creaturs  is  a  half  crop  on  the  left  hand  and  a 
hapeney  on  the  hind  side  of  the  same  ear.  Provided  the  6 
day  of  July  1679.” 

The  Quaker  families  of  Bowerman  and  Gifford,  West 
Falmouth  were  largely  concerned  in  sheep-raising, 
since  the  natural  pasture  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Sippe- 
wissett  and  Chappaquoit  favored  the  industry,  but  it  was 
not  confined  to  West  Falmouth. 

Shiverick’s  Pond,  immediately  adjacent  to  Main 
Street,  in  the  old  days  was  the  scene  of  many  a  ‘sheep¬ 
washing’  in  the  month  of  May  when  the  sheep  were 
brought  in  to  be  despoiled  of  their  thick  coats.  The 
carding  mills  centered  around  East  Falmouth  and  Wa- 
quoit  where  the  streams  were  large  enough  to  turn  a 
wheel,  and  in  the  pre-Revolutionary  days,  or  even  later, 
the  children  were  set  to  gathering  thorns  to  be  used  in 
lieu  of  expensive  hand-wrought  pins,  for  fastening  the 
rolls  after  the  wool  had  been  carded  ready  to  be  taken 
home  for  spinning  on  small  wheels  in  the  family  kitchens. 

The  Revolution  made  great  inroads  in  this  industry, 
live  stock  being  carried  off  by  the  British  in  raids,  and  a 
great  number  of  head  being  required  for  supplies  for  the 
army,  furnished  in  kind  instead  of  in  cash,  and  the  last 
blow  came  in  1854  when  the  town  passed  an  ordinance 
excluding  animals  from  the  roads,  which  cut  down  their 
ranging,  so  that  the  great  flocks  no  longer  throve.  The 
old  offices  of  fence-viewer  and  field-driver,  still  annually 
honored  by  custom  but  today  nominal  in  their  duties, 
date  back  to  these  times  when  the  prevention  of  trespass 
and  damage  by  flocks  was  a  vital  issue  in  the  township. 

Herring  can  hardly  be  classed  as  an  industry,  yet 
played  an  important  part  in  the  industry  of  the  town, 
from  the  early  days  when  the  appearance  of  the  great 
swarm  in  the  spring  after  the  lean  times  of  Pilgrim  win¬ 
ters  must  have  seemed  providential  and  an  occasion  for 
pious  rejoicing  on  up  to  a  century  ago  when  a  host  of 
small  sloops  put  into  Waquoit  Bay  and  Falmouth  to  load 
with  herring  to  be  carried  out  for  bait  to  the  Grand  Banks 
and  the  Georges.  Laws  were  early  enacted  on  a  com¬ 
munistic  basis  of  sharing  equally  the  gifts  of  nature,  and 
were  sq  jealously  enforced  that  if  two  men  were  netting 
herring  and  a  third  were  seen  approaching,  the  two 
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SALT  WORKS— TOWER  HOUSE  IN  BACKGROUND 
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FROM  SHEEP  TO  STRAWBERRIES 


•would  divide  equally  the  fish  already  caught  and  com¬ 
mence,  with  the  newcomer,  another  ‘catch’  to  be  divided 
into  three  shares.  Herbert  H.  Lawrence  of  Teaticket  tells 
an  amusing  anecdote  of  going  to  the  herring  run  one 
spring  day  and  planning  to  participate  in  the  catch  until 
old  ‘Squire’  Donaldson  vigilantly  recalled  that  Lawrence 
would  not  be  sixteen  until  June,  and  thus  disqualified  him 
from  a  man’s  share. 

There  is  an  old  tradition  that  about  1800  a  sharp 
controversy  raged  for  several  years  about  the  right  of  a 
mill-owner  to  set  a  dam  across  the  mill  stream  at  East 
Falmouth,  which  would  form  a  bar  to  a  natural  herring 
run.  So  bitter  became  the  feeling  that  one  party,  as  a 
gesture  of  hostility  and  derision,  conceived  the  idea  of 
loading  one  of  the  old  cannon  on  the  Green  with  herring. 
The  charge  was  tamped  down,  the  gun  rammed  to  the 
muzzle  with  herring,  and  the  match  applied.  The  gun 
burst,  probably  from  steam  or  gas  generated  by  its  un¬ 
usual  charge,  and  killed  the  gunner. 

In  1885,  at  the  height  of  the  supplying  of  herring  for 
bait  to  the  fishing  fleet,  it  was  realized  that  something 
must  be  done  to  encourage  the  propagation  of  the  herring, 
since  the  fish  live  far  out  in  the  depths  of  the  ocean  and 
come  to  fresh  water  only  as  adults  to  spawn.  A  law  was 
therefore  passed  that  the  herring  might  not  be  caught 
from  noon  on  Saturdays  to  noon  on  Mondays,  and  in 
Coonamessett  River  the  herring  were  further  protected 
from  10  at  night  until  5  in  the  morning.  At  present 
herring  may  not  be  taken  on  Sundays.  The  herring  are 
still,  in  Falmouth,  reserved  freely  to  all  adult  citizens, 
although  in  most  other  towns  of  this  vicinity  the  privilege 
is  sold  to  commercial  bidders  for  the  benefit  of  the  town. 
Today  herring  are  valuable  chiefly  for  the  scales  which 
are  stripped  and  used  in  the  manufacture  of  artificial 
pearls  and  pearl  buttons,  while  the  rest  of  the  fish  is 
utilized  in  fertiliser. 

Salt-making  was  a  considerable  industry  in  Fal¬ 
mouth,  as  in  other  parts  of  the  Cape  for  almost  a  century, 
beginning  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  when  the  price 
of  imported  salt  soared  to  $8  a  bushel.  The  waters  about 
Cape  Cod  yield  a  bushel  of  salt  from  every  350  gallons  of 
water,  it  is  said  and  the  long  stretches  of  coast  line  suit¬ 
able  for  erection  of  the  works,  as  well  as  the  convenient 
neighborhood  of  cheap  logs  combined  to  make  the  process 
of  solar  evaporation  the  simplest  to  adopt. 
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In  1845,  according  to  State  records,  Falmouth  had  42 
salt  works  in  operation,  producing  24,500  bushels.  Later 
lumber  became  scarce,  necessitating  importation  of  pine 
from  Maine  and  cheaper  salt  came  on  the  market  from 
other  sources  so  that  in  1865  but  four  plants  were  produc¬ 
ing  in  Falmouth,  and  in  1870  Joseph  Davis  took  down  the 
last  in  active  operation  to  permit  the  erection  of  the 
Tower  House  at  Falmouth  Heights. 

The  salt  works  extended  all  along  the  coastal  plain, 
along  the  shores  of  Little  Harbor  at  Woods  Hole;  Quissett 
Harbor  and  West  Falmouth  Harbor,  and  Falmouth  to  the 
Heights.  Mr.  William  H.  Hewins,  town  clerk  and  treasur¬ 
er  (1930)  still  recalls  how  when  the  sky  clouded  over  he, 
and  other  boys,  would  be  called  by  the  owners  of  the 
works  to  drive  down  to  the  shore  to  aid  in  working  the 
ponderous  wooden  covers  on  rollers  that  protected  the 
vats  from  infiltration  of  rain.  He  describes  the  vats  as 
being  of  wood,  about  a  rod  square  and  less  than  a  foot 
high.  Scattered  over  the  plain  were  about  a  dozen  wind¬ 
mills  with  canvas  sails,  “a  fine  sight  in  a  south-west 
breeze.”  Wooden  cribs  were  sunk,  out  to  sea,  from  which 
the  salt  water  was  pumped  to  a  storage  tank  high  on  the 
shore  by  the  wind  mills,  through  pipe-lines  made  of  hol¬ 
lowed  logs  from  Falmouth  forests. 

About  eight  inches  of  water  was  run  into  the  first 
of  a  series  of  vats,  or  water-rooms,  from  which  it  was 
later  led  to  the  pickle  room  where  the  lime  was  removed. 
As  the  crystals  commenced  to  form,  the  water  was  con¬ 
ducted  to  a  third  vat,  or  salt-room  v/here  the  precipitate 
of  coarse  yellowish  crystals  could  be  raked  out.  A  small 
amount  of  Epsom  salts  was  produced  in  Falmouth,  at 
times. 

Most  of  the  Falmouth  salt  found  a  ready  market  at 
home,  as  the  fishing  fleet,  hundreds  of  vessels,  would 
put  in  here  in  the  spring  and  fill  their  holds  v/ith  salt 
before  starting  for  the  Banks.  The  salt  was  also  used  in 
Falmouth  homes,  and  Mr.  Hewins  remembers  how  it  was 
one  of  his  boyhood  tasks  to  get  the  mortar  and  pestle  and 
grind  up  the  salt  for  the  family  table. 

The  price  of  salt  made  by  evaporation  ranged  from 
seventeen  cents  to  a  dollar  a  bushel  and  in  the  later 
periods  of  its  manufacture  a  day’s  wages  for  a  man  were  a 
dollar  and  a  quarter.  A  romantic  story  is  told  of  Ephraim 
Sanford  in  the  troublous  times  of  the  war  of  1812  running 
the  blockade  with  a  cargo  of  salt  to  New  York,  with  the 
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sails  of  his  vessel  dyed  red  to  escape  detection  at  night, 
and  clearing  a  hundred  dollars  on  a  trip.  Names  promin¬ 
ent  among  owners  of  salt  works  in  Falmouth  were  John 
Crocker,  Weston  Jenkins,  Elijah  Swift,  Silas  Jones,  John 
Butler,  Knowles  Butler,  Davis  and  John  Hatch,  Silas  and 
Thomas  Lawrence,  John  Dimmick,  Nymphas  Davis,  Silas 
Davis  and  Edmund  Davis. 

The  history  of  transportation  in  the  township  is 
epitomized  in  the  various  types  of  routes  of  travel  that 
may  be  found  in  the  vicinity  even  today,  1930. 

The  first  route  to  break  the  wilderness  of  the  heavy 
forest  that  three  hundred  years  ago  covered  Cape  Cod 
was  the  footpath  worn  by  Indian  tribes  as  their  hunters 
sought  the  haunts  of  game  or  as  the  tribe  made  its  semi- 
nomadic  move  from  summer  camp  near  the  shore  to 
winter  site  in  some  more  sheltered  inland  spot. 

It  was  some  such  marked  trail  that  the  white  men 
first  followed  from  Barnstable  “to  Sechonesit  town  where 
the  Indians  now  inhabit,”  marching  on  foot,  in  stout 
buckled  shoes  made  by  themselves  or  by  the  village  cob¬ 
bler,  with  flintlock  over  their  shoulder,  powder  horn 
swinging  at  their  belt.  As  livestock  increased  in  the 
colony,  and  settlement  was  made  at  Succanessett,  (Fal¬ 
mouth)  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  community  intro¬ 
duced  horses,  and  after  the  King’s  Highway  was  laid  out 
in  1686,  following  the  earlier  foot  path,  we  may  picture 
many  a  pious  family  setting  forth  to  meeting  of  a  Sabbath 
at  Barnstable  with  the  mother  in  her  close  bonnet,  white 
kerchief  and  ample  skirts  mounted  on  the  horse,  the  baby 
in  her  arms,  an  older  girl  on  a  pillion  behind  her,  the 
father  and  sons  walking  ahead. 

Oxen  early  became  a  favorite  beast  of  burden  on  the 
Cape,  and  even  today  an  occasional  yoke  may  be  seen 
hauling  a  ‘stone-boat.’  It  is  related  traditionally  that 
when  Elijah  Swift  completed  his  50-ton  schooner  Status 
Ante  Bellum  in  the  yard  of  his  house  on  Main  Street 
where  the  Town  Hall  now  stands,  that  50  yoke  of  oxen 
were  brought  together  from  the  farms  of  the  surrounding 
countryside,  to  draw  the  vessel  in  its  cradle  to  the  shore 
west  of  the  present-day  summer  home  of  M.  H.  Gulesian 
at  the  foot  of  Shore  Street  for  its  launching,  and  a  brave 
sight  it  must  have  been. 

The  gradual  southward  extension  of  the  Old  Colony 
Railroad,  in  the  second  quarter  of  the  nineteenth  century 
gave  an  impetus  to  the  establishment  of  stage  lines  to 
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carry  passengers  and  mails.  Prior  to  the  coming  of  the 
railroad,  the  most  common  mode  of  travel  away  from  the 
Cape  was  by  packet  lines  running  from  West  Falmouth 
and  Woods  Hole  to  New  Bedford  and  the  Islands,  and 
from  Barnstable  Boston-wards. 

Edward  H.  Jenkins  of  New  Haven,  a  descendant  of 
the  famous  Jenkins  family  of  Falmouth  of  whom  we  have 
earlier  said  much  recalls  that  in  1865  the  only  routes 
from  Falmouth  to  the  outside  world  were  a  stage  line  to 
Monument  Beach  which  connected  with  the  railroad 
there,  and  a  small  paddle-wheel  steamer  which  churned 
her  way  from  the  Vineyard  to  New  Bedford  and  touched 
at  Woods  Hole  ‘somewhat  regularly.’  Chiefly  used  for 
transportation  was  the  good  sloop  “Bride”,  Captain  Phin- 
ney  in  command,  which  plied  between  Shore  Street  wharf 
and  New  Bedford  when  wind,  tide  and  the  Captain’s  con¬ 
venience  all  favored.  On  one  occasion,  Mr.  Jenkins 
humorously  relates,  Captain  Phinney  had  as  helper  a  man 
who  was  quite  deaf  and  no  seaman.  On  this  fellow’s  first 
trip,  as  the  Bride  neared  the  wharf  the  Captain  called 
“Let  go  your  jib  halyards.”  “Hey?”  queried  the  crew. 
“Let  go  your  jib  halyards!”  roared  the  Captain.  “I  haint 
got  none  o’  them”  replied  the  seaman  indignantly. 

The  stage  line  from  Falmouth  to  Monument  Beach 
to  which  Mr.  Edward  H.  Jenkins  referred,  was  conducted 
by  William  Hewins,  father  of  William  H.  Hewins,  who  for 
forty  years  has  been  Town  Clerk  and  Treasurer  of  Fal¬ 
mouth.  William  Hewins  moved  to  Falmouth  from  Sand¬ 
wich  to  conduct  this  stage  route.  Originally  it  ran  from 
Falmouth  up  the  North  Shore  Road  to  Pocasset  and 
thence  to  Sandwich,  but  with  the  coming  of  the  railroad 
to  Monument  Beach  its  terminus  was  made  there. 

In  speaking  of  early  transportation  we  must  not 
neglect  to  mention  a  type  of  vehicle  which  is  rapidly 
disappearing — the  wide  span  ‘buggy’  peculiar  to  Cape 
Cod.  Sometimes  these  buggies  had  a  hood,  at  other  times 
an  uncovered  seat,  but  their  distinguishing  characteristic 
was  the  extrawide  axles,  front  and  rear  which  are  said 
to  have  been  necessitated  by  the  sandy  nature  of  the  old 
roads.  Sleighs,  too,  were  used  in  winter.  In  the  old  days 
men  took  more  pleasure  in  the  possession  of  a  good  horse 
than  today  in  owning  the  latest  model  of  automobile,  and 
in  the  ’90’s  a  Gentleman’s  Trotting  Park  Association 
flourished  on  what  is  still  sometimes  referred  to  as  ‘the 
old  trotting  park  road’,  and  the  best  society  of  the  town 
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turned  out  in  leg-o*-mutton  sleeves  and  luxuriant  mus¬ 
taches  for  the  races. 

The  railroad  was  late  in  coming  to  Falmouth,  citizens 
of  the  town  actually  holding  a  charter  for  20  years  before 
the  capital  and  enthusiasm  necessary  to  build  were  se¬ 
cured.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  railroad  might  well  adopt 
a  design  of  sea  birds  and  fish  as  emblematical  of  its 
coming  to  Falmouth,  for  it  was  the  combination  of  the 
abundance  of  menhaden  (small  fish  resembling  a  her¬ 
ring)  off  the  coasts  of  Woods  Hole  with  the  myriads  of 
sea  fowl  frequenting  an  uninhabited  island  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  Howard’s — which  eventually  overcame  the  inertia 
and  started  the  railroad  down  the  west  side  of  the  Cape 
from  Monument  Beach  to  Woods  Hole. 

The  Pacific  Guano  Company  was  organized  in  1859 
by  shipping  merchants  of  Boston  and  New  York  and  in 
1863  the  chemical  laboratories  and  manufacturing  plant 
were  located  at  Woods  Hole  in  the  section  known  as  Pen¬ 
zance  Point,  long  since  redeemed  from  its  malodorous 
destiny  to  become  the  site  of  the  finest  sumnier  estates. 
Crude  guano  was  shipped  to  Woods  Hole  from  distant 
deserted  islands,  breeding  places  of  seafowl  where  the 
deposits  of  the  valuable  fertiliser  had  accumulated 
through  centuries.  Howard’s  Island  in  the  Pacific,  the 
Great  Swan  Islands  in  the  Caribbean  Sea,  were  owned  or 
leased  by  the  company  and  furnished  millions  of  tons  of 
the  guano.  At  the  works  in  Woods  Hole  the  guano  was 
combined  with  oil  pressed  from  the  menhaden,  animal 
fibre  and  bone  to  produce  a  fertilizer  of  superior  quality. 

The  Pacific  Guano  Company  for  30  years  was  the 
major  industry  of  the  town,  organized  by  Prince  S.  Cro¬ 
well  with  the  aid  of  Boston  and  New  York  capital.  Hetty 
Green  is  said  to  have  been  interested  in  it.  Capital  stock 
was  a  million  dollars,  and  from  150  to  200  workmen  were 
regularly  employed  from  1862  on.  The  first  manager  was 
Captain  Levi  Howes,  succeeded  in  1863  by  Asa  Shiverick, 
whose  son,  A.  F.  Shiverick,  followed  him  in  1886.  Azariah 
F.  Crowell  was  chief  chemist  for  many  years  and  Lewis 
C.  Swift,  superintendent  of  the  acid  works,  manufacturing 
sulphuric  acid  to  reduce  the  phosphate  rock.  His  chief 
assistant  was  Martin  Broderick  and  William  Ring,  Robert 
Goffin  and  William  Studley  were  other  old-timers  of  the 
industry.  John  M.  Glidden  of  Boston  was  treasurer  and 
had  a  summer  estate  at  Woods  Hole. 

Variegated  shipping  lay  in  Woods  Hole  harbor  in 
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those  old  days: — Italian  barks  from  Sicily,  laden  with 
brimstone;  vesels  from  Chile  with  nitrate  of  soda;  Ger¬ 
man  ships  with  potash  salts;  American  schooners  from 
200  to  1,500  tons  with  phosphate  rock,  guano  or  coal; 
fishing  smacks  redolent  of  their  ‘catch.’ 

Captain  Prince  S.  Crowell  of  East  Dennis,  who  as 
master  of  coasting  vessels  had  become  acquainted  with 
the  excellence  of  Woods  Hole  harbor,  was  influential  in 
locating  the  works  of  the  Pacific  Guano  Company  at 
Woods  Hole  and  settled  here  as  superintendent  of  the 
company.  He  early  saw  the  necessity  of  a  railroad  to  the 
development  of  the  town  and  urged  a  line  with  alternative 
layouts,  to  connect  either  with  the  Old  Colony  Road  to 
Plymouth  or  the  Cape  Cod  railroad  at  Monument  Beach. 
Citizens  of  Falmouth  for  twenty  years  had  held  a  charter 
for  a  railroad  under  the  name  of  Vineyard  Sound  Rail¬ 
road. 

Captain  Crowell  persuaded  the  directors  of  this  ‘pa¬ 
per  railroad’  to  elect  him  president;  at  the  same  time,  by 
coming  to  the  rescue  financially  of  the  Yarmouth- 
Provincetown  Railway,  he  was  in  a  position  to  go  before 
the  directors  with  the  proposition  that  they  build  a 
branch  to  Woods  Hole  and  by  taking  over  the  Cape  Cod 
Central,  have  all  three  roads  under  one  management. 
When  the  directors  hesitated,  Captain  Crowell  played  his 
trump  card  of  an  alternative  alliance  with  the  Old  Colony 
at  Plymouth.  The  report  of  Engineer  E.  N.  Winslow’s 
survey  for  the  ‘Vineyard  Sound  Railroad’  between  Monu¬ 
ment  Beach  and  Woods  Hole  is  dated  March  27,  1867 
and  addressed  to  Hon.  Oliver  C.  Swift  as  president,  and 
the  railroad  was  opened  to  travel  in  1872. 

The  advent  of  motor  cars  in  the  last  decade  of  the 
Nineteenth  Century  gave  an  impetus  in  Falmouth,  as  in 
other  parts  of  the  country,  to  the  improvement  of  the 
roads.  In  1930  there  is  no  section  of  the  town  which  can¬ 
not  be  reached  at  any  time  of  year  by  at  least  one  hard¬ 
ened  highway  and  there  are  many  miles  of  beautiful  shore 
drives  as  well.  In  1926  the  Surveyor  of  Highways’  depart¬ 
ment  expended  $102,539  in  the  maintenance  and  im¬ 
provement  of  the  town  roads  and  bridges. 

The  latest  development  in  the  history  of  transporta¬ 
tion  in  Falmouth  is  the  movement  for  making  an  airport 
In  the  town  which  was  first  agitated  in  1927,  both  the 
Cape  Cod  Chamber  of  Commerce,  of  which  Hon.  W.  O. 
Luscombe  of  Woods  Hole  is  president,  and  the  Falmouth 
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FROM  SHEEP  TO  STRAWBERRIES 


Rotary  Club,  Paul  Dillingham,  president,  holding  meet¬ 
ings  to  advocate  such  a  move.  In  1925  W.  H.  Oviatt,  a 
summer  resident  at  Maravista,  had  two  sea  planes,  under 
the  name  ‘Cape  Cod  Airways’  which  carried  passengers 
between  the  Cape  and  New  York,  and  since  that  time  a 
number  of  private  planes  have  come  to  town,  using  either 
the  Woods  Hole  Golf  course,  Coonemessett  Ranch,  or  the 
land  by  Falmouth  Inner  Harbor  which  is  marked  on 
government  air  maps  as  an  ‘emergency  landing  field.’ 

In  1929  the  town  made  a  three-year  lease  of  80  acres 
ai  Coonemessett  Ranch,  and  in  1930  the  original  aviation 
committee,  Milton  C.  Fish,  H.  V.  Lawrence  and  Joseph  B. 
Miskell  was  augumented  by  Frederick  K.  Leatherbee  and 
W.  G.  Caldwell  to  carry  on  investigation  of  sites  for  a 
permanent  Falmouth  airport. 

There  has  never  been  a  street  railway  line  in  Fal¬ 
mouth,  although  some  tv/enty  years  ago  the  question  was 
on  the  carpet  and  became  the  burning  issue  in  the  town. 
At  town  meeting  by  a  heavy  majority  one  party  favored 
having  the  Middleboro,  New  Bedford  and  Onset  line  ex¬ 
tended  through  to  Falmouth,  but  a  franchise  was  actually 
granted  to  another  group,  incorporated  as  the  Cape  Cod 
Street  Railway  which  purchased  equipment,  rolling  stock 
and  rails,  made  a  survey,  and  actually  had  the  rails  piled 
along  their  proposed  right  of  way  down  Main  Street. 

However  financial  difficulties  and  continued  opposi¬ 
tion  combined  to  prevent  the  franchise  being  exercised 
and  ultimately  the  equipment  was  disposed  of  to  a 
Worcester  railway  and  the  project  abandoned. 

Throughout  the  course  of  the  town,  one  point  has 
emerged  with  especial  clarity,  that  Falmouth  has  never 
wished  to  be  an  industrial  community.  The  woolen  mills 
that  w'ere’ started  in  East  Falmouth  in  the  first  quarter 
of  the  nineteenth  century  never  attained  the  proportions 
of  a  permanent  industry,  and  while  New  Bedford  chose 
to  become  a  city  of  mills  and  spindles,  in  Falmouth  the 
only  trace  today  of  the  beginnings  of  a  century  ago  is 
the  name  of  our  high  school,  “Lawrence  High  School”,  so 
called  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  bequest  of  $10,000 
made  by  the  will  of  Shubael  Lawrence  in  1840,  Shubael 
Lawrence  having  made  much  of  his  money  from  the  East 
Falmouth  mills. 

In  1850  Dr.  Aaron  Cornish,  John  Jenkins  and  others 
founded  the  Falmouth  Glass  Factory  at  the  foot  of  Shore 
Street.  A  few  examples  of  the  work  of  this  plant  in  the 
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Falmouth  library,  in  the  collection  of  the  Historical  So¬ 
ciety  serve  to  remind  us  that  while  our  neighboring  town 
of  Sandwich  developed  this  industry  to  such  a  pitch  that 
its  nam'e  is  practically  synonymous  with  glass,  in  Fal¬ 
mouth  the  industrial  frame  of  mind  again  failed  to  find 
congenial  surroundings.  The  buildings  of  the  glass  works 
v/ere  moved  to  West  Falmouth  and  used  as  an  oil-cloth 
factory  by  Stephen  Dillingham,  but  burned  in  1856  and 
were  not  rebuilt. 

Three  years  later  a  tag  factory  was  opened  in  West 
Falmouth  by  Mrs.  Gilbert  R.  Boyce  and  tag-tying  became 
an  employment  which  flourished  until  late  in  the  ’90*s. 
The  tag-tying  was  largely  done  as  piecework  in  the  homes 
by  girls  and  women,  for  the  well-known  manufacturing 
plant  of  Dennison  &  Company  whose  main  works  are  at 
Framingham,  Massachusetts.  The  “Falmouth  Local”  for 
Feb.  3,  1887,  contains  an  item  to  the  effect  that  a  young 
lady  of  Davisville  is  credited  with  tying  6000  tags  in  one 
day.  Deyo  states  that  about  this  time,  when  the  West 
Falmouth  office  was  handling  all  the  work  as  far  ^outh 
as  Martha’s  Vineyard  and  north  as  far  as  Wareham  that 
the  pay  roll  averaged  $12,000  yearly. 

In  1930  the  only  native  manufacture  is  the  cement 
block  plant  at  Teaticket,  owned  by  A.  L.  Bowman  and 
A.  R.  Wood  where  hollow  concrete  building  blocks  are 
turned  out  by  machinery  at  the  rate  of  a  thousand  a  day, 
using  a  glacial  sand  deposit  of  exceptional  purity. 

Salt-making  has  passed;  ‘live-oaking’  no  longer  calls 
the  young  men  of  the  town  South  in  the  winters;  the 
whaling  industry  is  superseded;  ships  are  no  longer  built 
at  Waquoit  or  Quissett. 

In  1930,  speaking  broadly,  there  are  but  two  main 
economic  sources  of  employment  in  Falmouth,  agriculture 
and  the  summer  resort  business. 

To  the  Portuguese  chiefly  goes  the  credit  for  the 
flourishing  state  of  agriculture  in  the  township  today. 
Even  where  farms  are  still  owned  by  American-born  men, 
the  main  source  of  labor  is  from  the  Portuguese  who  have 
settled  in  East  Falmouth,  North  Falmouth,  Hatchville, 
Teaticket.  It  is  the  Portuguese  who  clear  the  scrub  oak 
and  jack  pine  to  make  strawberry  beds;  who  dig  the  tur¬ 
nips  and  gather  the  cranberries. 

Falmouth  men  were  quick  to  see  the  possibilities  of 
cultivating  this  wild  fruit  intensively,  for  although  it  was 
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FROM  SHEEP  TO  STRAWBERRIES 


not  until  1847  that  at  Harwich,  Cyrus  Cahoon  first  made 
a  success  of  a  cranberry  bog,  in  1855  the  State  census 
shows  that  Falmouth  already  had  26  acres  under  cultiva¬ 
tion,  and  in  1930  cranberries  are  still  an  important  crop 
in  the  township,  as  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  on  Nov.  5, 
1927,  four  parents  were  brought  into  court  charged  with 
keeping  their  minor  children  out  of  school  and  adduced 
as  defense  permits  from  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  to 
allow  their  children  to  labor  as  cranberry  pickers. 

Of  late  years  strawberries  have  become  one  of  the 
most  important  crops  of  Falmouth,  due  chiefly  to  the 
genius  for  market-gardening  of  the  Portuguese.  It  is  said 
that  the  Portuguese  were  first  introduced  to  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  of  New  Bedford  and  Cape  Cod  by  the  old  whaling 
captains,  who,  through  their  custom  of  making  St.  Helena 
and  the  Azores  a  base  for  re-fitting  became  acquainted 
with  the  seamanlike  abilities  of  the  Portuguese  who  were 
favorites  with  many  captains  as  boat-steerers  and  har- 
pooners,  and  were  induced  to  accompany  the  vessels  to 
America. 

John  Emerald  (Amaral)  of  East  Falmouth  is  general¬ 
ly  credited  with  being  the  first  of  his  race  to  settle  in 
Falmouth,  but  in  the  quarter  of  a  century  since  he  ar¬ 
rived,  his  countrymen  have  flocked  here  until  in  1930 
they  are  estimated  to  number  more  than  2000  of  the  total 
5000  of  the  town’s  population.  Their  principal  settle¬ 
ments  are  in  Teaticket  and  East  Falmouth,  where  they 
have  a  fine  parish  with  St.  Anthony’s  church,  and  own 
much  property. 

The  Portuguese  have  been  apt  at  taking  up  scrub  oak 
and  pine  woodland,  clearing  it  and  setting  out  the  run¬ 
ners  in  August,  covering  them  with  pine  needles  in  the 
fall,  and  picking  the  first  crop  the  next  Spring.  In  1916, 
Wilfrid  Wheeler,  State  Commissioner  of  Agriculture, 
organized  the  independent  growers  into  the  Cape 
Cod  Strawberry  Growers  Association,  of  which  John  De- 
Mello  of  Davisville,  is  president,  which  operates  on  a  co¬ 
operative  basis,  shipping  its  berries  in  refrigerator  cars, 
and  producing  annually  about  two  million  quarts,  with  a 
market  value  of  half  a  million  dollars. 

In  1930,  the  industry  had  grown  till  there  were  more 
than  200  individual  growers  in  the  town,  and  a  second 
association  was  formed,  the  Falmouth  Farmers’  Co-op¬ 
erative  Association,  John  R.  Augusta,  president,  which 
includes  the  marketing  of  turnips  in  its  scope. 
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CHAPTER  XV 


SUMMER’S  TRANQUIL  SPELL 


AS  a  summer  resort,  Falmouth  has  come  to  be  pre¬ 
eminent  on  the  Cape.  The  beautiful  location,  de¬ 
lightful  climate  and  tranquil  charm  of  it  have 
attracted  the  highest  type  of  persons  prominent  in  many 
lines  who  have  built  fine  residences,  developed  their  prop¬ 
erty  with  good  taste  and  dignity  and  done  much  to  aid 
the  growth  of  the  town.  For  instance,  three  beautiful 
churches  represent  benefactions  from  summer  residents 
whose  long  identification  as  property  owners  links  them 
to  the  community;  the  Church  of  the  Messiah  at  Woods 
Hole  owes  its  fine  buildings  to  the  generosity  of  Joseph 
Story  Fay;  the  Church  of  St.  Barnabas,  built  in  Falmouth 
on  the  site  of  the  old  homes  of  Deacon  Timothy  Crocker 
and  Elijah  Swift,  is  a  memorial  built  and  maintained  by 
the  Beebe  family;  and  recently  the  old  church  at 
North  Falmouth  has  been  most  charmingly  restored  and 
beautified  by  donations  from  James  H.  Rand  who  has 
also  restored  the  old  Nye  house  at  the  four  corners.  Good 
Will  Park,  surrounding  Long  Pond,  the  chief  town  water 
supply,  was  a  gift  to  the  town  from  the  Fay  family  who 
have  several  beautiful  estates  at  Woods  Hole.  The  granite 
bell  tower  with  Angelus  peal  on  Millfield  Street,  Woods 
Hole,  opposite  St.  Joseph’s  Church  was  built  in  1929  by 
Mrs.  Frank  R.  Lillie  of  Chicago,  wife  of  the  director  of 
the  Marine  Biological  Laboratory. 

Even  before  the  coming  of  the  railroad  there  had 
been  ‘summer  residents’  here,  driving  down  over  the  road, 
or  coming  by  steamboat;  but  the  opening  of  the  railroad 
in  1872  gave  the  necessary  impetus  to  the  movement 
which  determined  the  economic  destiny  of  the  town. 

The  same  year  saw  Spencer  F.  Baird  conducting  re¬ 
searches  in  ichthyology  at  Woods  Hole,  where  the  buoy 
yard  now  stands,  which  were  the  opening  wedge  for  scien¬ 
tific  institutions  that  today  are  the  pride  of  Woods  Hole — 
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SUMMER'S  TRANQUIL  SPELL 


the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Fisheries,  whose  buildings  date  back 
to  1884,  and  the  Marine  Biological  Laboratory,  opened  in 
1889,  whose  latest  addition  is  the  dormitories  built  in  1927 
at  a  cost  of  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars  donated  by  the 
General  Education  Board  of  the  Rockerfeller  Foundation. 
These  two  institutions  attract  to  the  town  each  summer 
famed  scientists  from  all  over  the  world  who  carry  on  re¬ 
search  of  outstahding  value. 

Since  Falmouth  Heights  was  the  first  “development”, 
its  history  is  given  in  detail,  and  may  be  taken  as  typical 
of  the  summer  colonies  which  range  from  Penzance  Point 
and  Quissett  at  Woods  Hole,  through  Racing  Beach,  Sip- 
pewissett,  Chappaquoit,  Silver  Beach,  Wild  Harbor,  Me- 
gansett,  Acapesket,  Davisville,  Menauhant  and  Waquoit 
Bay. 

In  the  old  days,  the  easterly  section  of  the  township, 
bordering  on  Vineyard  Sound,  defined  to  east  and  west  by 
Falmouth  Inner  Harbor  and  Little  Pond,  and  bounded  on 
the  north  by  the  wooded  property  known  as  Jericho,  v/as 
called  Great  Hill. 

Traditionally  it  was  here  that  Queen  Awashonks, 
ruler  of  Indian  tribes  from  Narragansett,  R.  I.,  to  Suc- 
canessett,  used  to  encamp  on  her  journeys  to  and  from 
the  Gay  Head  tribes. 

We  may  picture  Queen  Awashonks  as  having  her 
tepees  pitched  beneath  the  oak  trees  that  covered  the 
high  hill  whose  steep  bluffs  had  been  a  landmark  by 
which  the  paddlers  steered  their  canoes  across  the  Sound; 
and  while  she  rested  hero,  or  received  delegations  from 
the  local  tribes,  her  henchmen  would  be  pursuing  a  deer 
in  the  woods,  while  pati(*nt  squaws  waded  in  Oyster  Pond 
dragging  up  bivalves  or,  if  a  south  v/est  wind  were  blow¬ 
ing,  rejoiced  in  the  ease  with  which  they  might  gather  a 
meal  of  scallops  along  the  Sound  shore. 

Several  centuries  later.  Great  Hill  was  still  a  favorite 
spot  for  clam  bakes  and  picnics,  although  by  this  time 
the  Indians  had  vanished  and  it  was  white  men  who  fre¬ 
quented  the  spot.  Daniel  Webster  is  said  to  have  often 
enjoyed  a  picnic  whose  chief  feature  was  a  fish  chowder 
on  Great  Hill. 

In  those  days  what  is  now  Falmouth  Inner  Harbor 
was  a  pond,  and  Falmouth  Heights  was  reached  by  two 
roads  from  town;  the  main  road,  running  from  Shore 
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Street  through  Belvldere  Plains  and  crossing  the  outlet 
of  the  pond  with  a  wooden  bridge;  and  a  ‘back  road* 
which  wandered  from  the  Teaticket  Corner  along  the 
shore  of  the  pond  through  Jericho,  dipping  into  hollows, 
climbing  over  inclines. 

The  late  Robinson  Crocker  Bodfish  (born  1818)  re¬ 
collected  a  heavy  snowfall  occurring  when  he  was  a  lad  of 
ten  or  eleven  in  which  the  land  belonging  to  Nymphas 
Davis,  where  the  Dutchland  Farms  Station  now  stands 
was  drifted  so  deep  that  a  fence  was  taken  down  so  that 
sleighs  could  drive  from  the  east  side  of  the  Alms  House 
across  the  fields  behind  the  barn  of  Nymphas  Davis  until 
they  reached  the  Teaticket  Road  again  near  the  home  of 
Reuben  Handy.  To  clear  the  regular  road  a  tunnel  was 
cut  through  the  drifts  at  the  corner  and  Mr.  Bodfish  re¬ 
membered  vividly  passing  through  this  snow-tunnel. 

The  local  names  applied  to  this  vicinity  had  very 
definite  associations  originally.  Jericho,  for  instance,  is 
said  to  have  received  its  title  from  an  early  owper  who 
christened  it  in  jest  over  what  he  considered  a  good  round 
price  paid  for  it.  “Why  Jericho?’*  he  was  asked,  to  which 
he  answered,  “Was  it  not  Jericho  to  which  the  man  in 
the  Good  book  was  travelling  when  he  fell  among 
thieves?” 

Deacon’s  Pond,  now  known  as  Falmouth  Inner  Har¬ 
bor,  acquired  its  name  through  the  purchase  of  land  in 
that  neighborhood  in  1804  by  Deacon  Joseph  Davis.  He 
bought  the  tract  from  Abram  Bowerman  and  Lois,  his 
wife,  and  previous  to  that  time  the  place  was  called  Bow- 
erman’s  Pond  or  Bowman’s  Pond. 

In  1805  Weston  Jenkins,  Joseph  Mayhew,  Stephen 
Davis,  Consider  Hatch  and  Joseph  Davis,  Jr.,  all  acquired 
various  lots  on  the  plain  around  Deacon’s  Pond  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  salt  works.  The  last  salt  works  to 
stand  there  was  that  of  Joseph  Davis,  Jr.,  which  was  only 
taken  down  to  permit  the  erection  of  the  Tower  House  in 
1870  on  its  site. 

G.  Edward  Smith,  Oscar  F.  Rawson  and  Dr.  J.  E.  Esta- 
brook  were  the  three  Worcester  men  who  first  carried  into 
effect  the  idea  of  making  Great  Hill  a  summer  resort. 
They  had  thought  of  a  development  on  Martha’s  Vine¬ 
yard,  but  found  conditions  more  to  their  liking  at  Fal¬ 
mouth.  The  first  plan  of  the  sub-division,  on  file  at  Barn¬ 
stable,  was  dated  1870,  and  the  first  lots  sold  ranged  in 
price  from  $150  to  $250  on  the  hill.  In  1926  one  of  the 
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last  vacant  lots  left  on  the  hill,  facing  Allen  Park  brought 
$1,600.  About  1876  there  was  a  decided  ‘slump’  in  the 
market  value  of  these  lots.  Quite  a  few  were  sold  for 
taxes,  and  others  bought  up  by  far-sighted  individuals  as 
cheap  as  $35  a  lot. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  promoters  of  Fal¬ 
mouth  Heights  foreshadowed  the  idea  of  a  Zoning  Plan 
which  the  town  was  not  to  adopt  until  1926.  On  the 
original  layout  of  the  Heights  in  1870,  Worcester  Park, 
Allen  Park  and  Central  Park  were  provided  for.  These 
parks,  taken  over  by  the  town  since  have  become  beauty 
spots  of  note,  largely  owing  to  the  interest  and  labors  of 
the  late  Alonzo  R.  Wells  who  first  coming  to  the  Heights 
as  a  summer  resident  finally  on  his  retirement  from  busi¬ 
ness  made  his  home  here  the  year  round,  and  was  un¬ 
flagging  in  his  efforts  to  beautify  the  parks  of  the  town. 

In  the  original  layout  streets  were  indicated  com¬ 
pletely  surrounding  both  Allen  and  Central  Parks,  but 
later,  at  the  request  and  with  the  consent  of  the  abutters, 
these  streets  were  closed,  extending  the  area  of  Allen 
Park  and  of  the  ball  field  on  Central  Park. 

The  restrictions  of  1870  provided  a  ten  foot  set  back 
from  the  avenues  and  five  feet  on  either  side  from  the 
next  lot  for  all  buildings  and  stipulated  that  only  dwell¬ 
ings  be  erected  ‘with  the  necessary  out-buildings.’  Stables 
were  only  permitted  on  the  lots  on  the  shore  of  Deacon’s 
Pond,  where  for  many  years  Eugene  Swift  maintained 
large  stables,  later  continued  by  his  son,  T.  L.  Swift,  and 
with  the  progress  of  the  times  finally  metamorphosed  by 
the  latter  into  a  garage  on  the  corner  now  occupied  by 
Turner  &  Breivogel. 

The  original  deeds  also  included  restrictions  to  the 
effect  that  ‘neither  spirituous,  intoxicating  nor  malt 
liquors  shall  be  made,  sold,  or  kept  for  sale  on  the  granted 
premises,  that  no  game  of  chance  shall  be  played  for 
money,  or  any  other  consideration;  that  no  mechanical 
trade,  manufacturing  or  public  trading  shall  be  carried 
on  on  the  granted  premises.’ 

The  Falmouth  Heights  Land  and  Wharf  Company 
was  incorporated  to  handle  the  development  of  Falmouth 
Heights. 

The  first  structure  erected  was  the  old  Tower  House, 
which  was  built  in  1869  by  Samuel  M.  Davis,  brother  of 
George  W.  Davis  for  G.  Edward  Smith.  Mr.  Davis  also 
contracted  for  the  building  of  the  observatory  (later  to 
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become  the  chapel)  and  the  first  fourteen  cottages  built 
on  the  hill.  Near  the  shore  of  Deacon’s  Pond,  south  of 
Arlington  Avenue,  he  put  up  a  building  as  restaurant  for 
the  men  employed  in  his  building.  The  cooking  was  done 
by  Rosannah  Jonah,  a  Mashpee  Indian  woman  who  is  re¬ 
membered  by  old-timers  as  having  a  glorious  soprano 
voice  and  nineteen  children.  Her  motherhood  was  ill- 
fated,  for  two  of  these  children  were  drowned  on  the 
same  day  in  the  pond  near  the  Mashpee  meeting  house; 
and  it  is  said  that  only  one  grew  to  manhood,  of  the  nine¬ 
teen.  After  the  workmen’s  restaurant  was  discontinued, 
Rosannah  was  given  the  house  to  live  in.  After  her  death, 
it  was  sold  to  Simeon  Hamlin  who  made  it  into  a  garage, 
the  oldest  building  on  the  Heights  having  thus  come  to  a 
most  modern  use. 

The  east  wing  and  front  of  the  Tower  House  were 
completed  in  1869,  and  it  v/as  opened  for  business  in  1870 
under  the  management  of  George  Tower  of  Worcester, 
who  had  previously  managed  the  Lincoln  House  in  Wor¬ 
cester,  and  who  had  learned  his  business  in  the 'famous 
old  Ocean  House  at  Newport.  The  next  year  the  west 
wing  was  built  and  Mr.  Tower  bought  the  property  from 
G.  Edward  Smith.  Joseph  Jefferson  was  one  of  the  many 
distinguished  guests  at  the  Tower  House  in  the  old  days 
and  its  register  showed  names  of  wealth  and  fashion  not 
only  from  all  over  the  country  but  from  Europe  and  South 
America.  In  1897  Mr.  Charles  Hadley  went  to  the  hotel 
as  assistant  and  bought  the  property  in  1907,  conducting 
it  under  his  own  hospitable  management  until  1924  when 
he  retired,  selling  the  property  to  George  B.  Moran  of 
Cambridge.  Mr.  Hadley  went  to  live  on  his  farm  in  Davis- 
ville  and  in  1928  became  one  of  the  board  of  Water  Com¬ 
missioners  of  the  town. 

The  finest  hotel  on  Cape  Cod  in  1930  is  Terrace 
Gables  at  Falmouth  Heights,  evolved  by  Webster  L. 
Draper  from  the  beginnings  made  by  his  father  in  the 
’90’s.  Farther  down  the  waterfront  is  the  most  delightful 
of  small  hostelries,  the  Gladstone  Inn,  owned  by  Mrs. 
Mary  B.  Stone.  On  the  crown  of  the  hill  is  the  large  Oak 
former  pastor  of  the  white  church  on  the  Green, 
former  pastor  of  the  White  Church  on  the  Green. 

In  the  1880’s,  besides  the  Tower  House,  one  of  the 
well-known  and  popular  hostelries  at  the  Heights  was  the 
Pickwick  House,  owned  by  C.  L.  Hopson.  It  stood  on  the 
location  of  the  present  Vineyard  Sound  House,  with  beau- 
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SUMMER’S  TRANQUIL  SPELL 


tiful  oak  woods  all  about  it,  and  only  one  other  house  on 
the  plain.  The  kitchen  ell  of  the  Vineyard  Sound  House 
is  the  main  building  of  the  old  Pickwick  House. 

The  old  wharf,  used  for  excursion  boats  and  pleasure 
vessels  was  on  the  shore  about  in  front  of  the  Tower 
House,  but  did  not  accommodate  large  steamers.  The 
lumber  for  the  Tower  House  was  brought  down  by 
schooner  from  Maine,  thrown  overside  and  rafted  ashore. 

The  first,  and  for  some  time,  the  only  well  on  the 
Heights,  was  driven  by  George  Davis  near  the  Randall 
Cottage,  at  a  cost  of  $150.  Each  cottage  had  its  own 
cistern,  and  was  furnished  drinking  water  from  the  well 
at  $5  per  season  per  cottage.  As  the  colony  grew  another 
pump  was  installed  near  the  present  Anderson’s  garage,, 
and  various  men,  equipped  with  wooden  shoulder  yokes 
carrying  two  buckets  of  water,  supplied  the  cottagers. 
One  John  Mascroft  who  carted  water,  and  tended  the 
little  store  in  the  observatory  building,  eventually  won  a 
$20,000  prize  in  the  Louisiana  lottery  and  thenceforth 
ceased  to  be  a  ‘hewer  of  wood  and  drawer  of  water.’ 

Poetical  names  were  plentiful  in  the  early  days. 
Passing  through  Jericho,  one  came  to  the  Elysian  Fields 
where  later  the  tennis  courts  were  laid  out,  and  thus  to 
the  shores  of  “Lake  Leman”,  now  called  Little  Pond. 
Skunks  were  so  plentiful  in  the  oak  woods  that  a  bounty 
was  offered  for  killing  them. 

Much  of  the  community  life  revolved  about  the  ob¬ 
servatory  in  the  early  days.  Emerson  Hatch  kept  a  fruit 
store,  with  a  varied  stock  of  other  useful  commodities,  and 
the  custom  was  for  someone  going  to  Falmouth  to  bring 
back  the  Heights  mail  which  was  placed  in  a  salt  box  on 
the  piazza  of  a  Mr.  Lillie’s  house.  Sometimes  it  was  kept 
at  the  observatory  and  Mr.  Haddon  would  mount  the 
counter  to  read  out  the  names  to  the  waiting  crowd.  The 
old  observatory  was  taken  by  eminent  domain,  for  $1,000 
in  1929  by  the  town  and  laid  out  to  highway  purposes  to 
relieve  congestion  of  traffic. 

The  Falmouth  Land  &  Wharf  Company  failed  and 
the  assets  were  divided.  G.  Edward  Smith,  former  presi¬ 
dent,  took  the  land  along  the  shore  as  far  as  the  present 
Bristol  property.  Captain  Thomas  Lawrence  had  the  land 
around  Lake  Leman  and  the  two  wharfs. 

In  1886,  G.  B.  Hartwell  of  Wilkinsville  obtained  $2,000 
by  subscription  from  residents  which  was  given  “a  free 
and  voluntary  gift”  to  the  New  Bedford,  Martha’s  Vine- 
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yard  and  Nantucket  Steamboat  Company  who  were  bound 
by  contract  to  build  a  good  and  substantial  wharf  not  less 
than  fifteen  feet  wide,  to  be  accessible  to  craft  drawing 
not  less  than  11  feet  of  water,  at  low  tide,  and  to  maintain 
same  and  keep  in  good  repair  for  fifteen  years  from  July 
1,  1887. 

With  the  coming  of  a  steamboat  line  to  the  Heights 
began  a  new  era  of  prosperity  in  the  early  nineties.  Prices 
increased,  many  houses  were  put  up,  hotels  began  to 
flourish. 

Behind  the  Tower  House  stood  a  large  building  used 
as  a  bowling  alley,  skating  rink  and  hall  for  William  F. 
Stone’s  famous  barn  dances.  This  is  the  building  now 
known  as  the  Electric  Light  Station,  it  having  been  moved 
across  the  harbor  on  the  ice  in  1903. 

The  Falmouth  Band  was  another  institution  of  the 
old  days  and  old-timers  still  remember  how  when  Mr.  Tom 
Grew’s  store  burned,  the  firemen,  who  were  members  of 
the  band  and  playing  at  the  time,  came  in  their  uniforms 
to  fight  the  blaze. 

In  1901,  when  the  Casino  building  was  completed, 
built  by  C.L.  Hopson,  Mrs.  Hopson  became  postmistress 
and  had  the  first  Falmouth  Heights  post  office  in  the 
Casino.  The  Hopsons  also  had  an  apartment  upstairs 
where  they  lived. 

On  April  12,  1914,  the  Casino  burned,  and  a  race 
against  time  was  begun  to  get  the  new  building  finished 
before  the  contract  called  for  the  opening  of  the  post 
office  in  its  quarters.  It  was  accomplished,  successfully. 

In  1914  the  Cottage  Club  took  over  the  Casino  as  a 
trust,  and  many  are  the  good  times  that  have  been  held 
in  it  since. 

Deacon’s  Pond  was  cut  through  in  1907  to  form  Fal¬ 
mouth  Inner  Harbor.  As  early  as  1842  there  had  been 
talk  of  making  an  adequate  harbor  at  Falmouth  and 
Oliver  C.  Swift,  Henry  C.  Bunker,  Charles  W.  Jenkins  and 
James  M.  Swift  had  employed  an  engineer  from  Boston, 
R.  H.  Eddy  to  draft  plans  for  an  eighteen-foot  channel 
from  Vineyard  Sound  to  Fresh  Pond,  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  $350,000. 

Considerable  opposition  was  voiced  in  1907  to 
making  this  “Harbor  of  Refuge  for  Catboats”  as  it  was 
styled,  even  in  the  face  of  encouragement  from  the  U.  S. 
Board  of  Engineers  and  Major  Goethals  of  Panama  Canal 
fame.  One  indignant  citizen  remarked  that  it  would  be 
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‘‘a  source  of  convenience  to  three  or  four  parties  owning 
small  yachts  nearby.  Why  should  we  not  on  the  same 
basis  furnish  the  above  parties  with  spring  lamb  and 
mint  sauce  and  strawberries  and' cream  in  their  season?” 

At  this  time  the  road  from  Shore  Street  was  neces¬ 
sarily  discontinued  and  the  old  ‘back  road’  through  Jeri¬ 
cho  became  the  only  means  of  reaching  the  Heights. 
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CHAPTER  XVI 


THE  FORTUNES  OF  THE  YEARS 
LTHOUGH  Falmouth  was  settled  in  1661,  and  pre¬ 


sumably  some  of  the  families  had  young  children 


even  then,  nothing  seems  to  have  been  done  about 
schools  by  the  community  for  a  generation.  The  first 
mention  of  the  matter  was  in  1701  at  town  meeting  when 
voters  resolved  to  ‘look  abroad  for  a  fit  person  to  preach 
the  word  of  God  and  to  keep  school  for  the  good  of  our 
children.*  In  1713  the  town  was  ‘presented’  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Court  for  want  of  a  schoolmaster,  and  Lt.  Moses 
Hatch,  first  white  child  born  in  Falmouth  (1663)  was 
appointed  to  make  the  town’s  excuses.  At  the  same  time 
Daniel  Legg  was  elected  town  schoolmaster,  serving  two 


years. 


At  that  period  the  voters  in  town  meeting  made 
choice  of  the  school  teachers  and  settled  their  salary,  al¬ 
though  in  1718  the  selectmen  were  appointed  agents  to 
contract  (with  Hannah  Sargent,  schoolmistress  that  year) 
and  to  locate  the  school  “at  ye  four  quarters  of  ye  town 
as  they  may  agree.”  For  many  years  the  school  was  held 
peripatetically,  the  schoolmarm  boarding  in  one  or  an¬ 
other  section,  conducting  a  school  for  three  months  and 
then  moving  to  the  next  quarter.  The  other  three-quar¬ 
ters  of  the  time,  the  children  probably  conned  their  horn 
books  in  the  family  kitchen  or  figured  sums  on  a  flat 
shingle  whose  surface  could  be  shaven  clean  when  neces¬ 
sary.  The  school  teacher  received  “twelve  pounds  and 
diet,  also  the  use  of  a  horse  twice  in  the  year,  that  she 
might  visit  her  friends.” 

In  1745  a  change  was  made,  the  voters  no  longer 
electing  the  teacher  in  town  meeting  but  appointing  an 
agent  to  provide  the  school.  This  system  remained  in 
effect  practically  until  1867  when  the  first  superintendent 
of  schools  was  named,  though  in  the  meantime  the  pop¬ 
ulation  had  grown  so  that  the  township  came  eventually 
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to  be  divided  in  18  districts,  with  a  schoolhouse  and  agent 
for  each  district.  The  first  step  towards  the  modern 
system  may  be  said  to  have  been  taken  in  1809  when  the 
first  School  Committee  was  appointed  to  inspect  all  the 
schools  and  make  suggestions  for  their  conduct.  Robinson 
Crocker,  William  Gifford  and  Samuel  Dewey  composed 
This  first  committee,  and  have  left  an  interesting  report 
of  their  inspection. 

Just  prior  to  the  Revolution  the  town  was  again  in 
difficulties  with  the  General  Court  through  not  maintain¬ 
ing  a  ‘grammar  school’,  and  in  1767  it  was  voted  to  have 
two  schools,  a  man  and  a  woman  for  the  schools’;  the 
woman  teacher  having  charge  of  the  smaller  pupils.  In 
1788  the  town  raised  140  pounds  for  a  grammar  school,  in 
spite  of  the  hard  times  following  the  Revolution;  and  in 
1800  it  was  built  by  private  subscription  in  company  with 
the  Masonic  Society,  by  Elijah  Swift,  and  still  stands  on 
Main  Street,  the  rear  portion  of  the  Masonic  Hall. 

In  1833  public-spirited  citizens  again  subscribed  to 
build  a  Falmouth  Academy,  which  in  1840'  changed  its 
name  to  Lawrence  Academy,  complying  with  the  terms 
of  a  bequest  of  $10,000  made  by  Shubael  Lawrence.  This 
is  the  building  in  the  rear  of  the  Elizabeth  Theatre  which 
for  many  years  was  known  as  the  G.  A.  R.  Hall,  and  today 
is  gaining  the  familiar  title  of  Legion  Hall,  being  main¬ 
tained  by  the  American  Legion,  heirs  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic. 

In  1866  the  town  abolished  the  eighteen  old  districts, 
purchased  the  schoolhouses,  which  had  been  erected  for 
the  most  part  by  subscription  from  the  inhabitants  of 
each  district;  and  new  schools  were  built  by  the  town  at 
Woods  Hole,  Qulssett,  Falmouth,  West  Falmouth,  North 
Falmouth,  Hatchville,  Waquoit,  Davisville,  East  Falmouth 
and  Teaticket.  Gradually  the  tendency  has  swung  of 
late  years  to  centralization,  so  that  in  1930  only  Woods 
Hole,  Falmouth,  Teaticket  and  East  Falmouth  had  schools 
in  operation,  the  children  from  outlying  sections  being 
transported  by  motor-bus  at  the  expense  of  the  town. 

Two  educational  centers  seem  to  be  developing  in  the 
town  at  present.  In  Falmouth  village  proper  are  the 
Village  Grammar  School,  housing  all  grades  up  through 
the  sixth,  an  old  building  erected  in  1893,  of  wooden  con¬ 
struction,  over-crowded  and  antiquated,  on  Main  Street 
opposite  the  Weeks  Block;  the  Lawrence  High  School, 
built  in  1895,  also  of  wooden  construction,  next  to  the 
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Library  and  Town  Hall  with  a  handsome  sweep  of  lawn 
in  front  and  athletic  field  behind,  on  the  shore  of  Shiv- 
erick’s  Pond;  and  the  Junior  High  School,  built  in  1925, 
of  the  most  modern  approved  architecture,  with  brick 
exterior,  fire-proofing,  an  auditorium,  gymnasium  and 
special  equipment  for  household  arts  and  manual  train¬ 
ing.  At  the  eastern  end  of  the  township  is  rising  the 
second  educational  center,  with  a  good  schoolhouse  built, 
1923,  at  East  Falmouth,  two  old  school  houses  in  Teaticket 
used  for  special  classes;  and  a  new  $100,000  model  school, 
similar  to  the  Junior  High  School  in  equipment  and  de¬ 
sign,  built  in  1927. 

Thus  in  two  hundred  years  the  town  has  progressed 
mightily  from  the  early  period  when  the  voters  chose 
the  teacher  in  town  meeting,  who  thereafter  was  ‘dieted’ 
in  the  homes  of  the  pupils  and  moved  the  school  about 
to  suit  the  convenience  of  the  scholars.  But  in  those  days 
one  could  hire  a  school  teacher  for  twelve  pounds  and  the 
use  of  a  horse  twice  a  year,  and  diet  her  for  five  shillings 
a  week! 

The  first  newspaper  on  Cape  Cod,  “The  Nautical  In¬ 
telligencer”  began  publication  in  1824  in  a  building  near 
the  Old  Stone  Dock,  then  in  its  hey-day.  Journalistic 
history  is  rather  sketchy  but  in  1873  there  was  a  “Seaside 
Press” — in  1886  flourished  the  Falmouth  Local,  Lewis  E. 
Clarke,  editor,  and  in  1895  Charles  S.  Burgess  founded  the 
Falmouth  Enterprise,  published  (1930)  by  George  A. 
Hough,  Jr.,  with  Dorothy  G.  Wayman  as  editor.  Albert 
E.  Powers,  foreman  of  the  job  printing  shop,  has  been  in 
the  plant  continually  since  1893. 

The  Falmouth  Public  Library,  built  in  1901,  on  the 
old  Barachiah  Bourne  and  Stephen  G.  Cahoon  lots,  is 
the  successor  of  the  Circulating  Library  formed  in  1875 
by  24  ladies  with  Mrs.  Calvin  Hall  as  president  at  a  meet¬ 
ing  held  December  16,  in  Masonic  Hall.  In  1892  the  town 
purchased  their  collection  of  2,203  books  for  a  Free  Public 
Library,  and  the  society  disbanded.  The  Falmouth  His¬ 
torical  Society  maintains  an  exhibit  and  collection  at  the 
library. 

Among  famous  persons  connected  with  Falmouth  by 
birth  or  adoption  is  Katherine  Lee  Bates,  author,  poet 
and  professor  of  English  at  Wellesley  College  until  her 
death  in  1929.  Miss  Bates  was  born  in  a  house  on  Main 
Street  near  Locust  Street,  which  was  marked  with  a 
bronze  tablet  in  1930.  Her  parents  were  Rev.  William 
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Bates  and  Cornelia  Bates,  who  came  to  Falmouth  when 
Mr.  Bates  was  called  as  pastor  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church.  He  died  when  Katharine  was  but  a  baby,  but 
her  mother  brought  up  her  family  for  twelve  years  in 
Falmouth,  and  Miss  Bates  retained  throughout  her  life 
affection  for  the  old  town  and  relations  with  old  friends 
here.  Although  "‘America  the  Beautiful”,  which  is  fast 
becoming  the  favorite  American  anthem,  is  Miss  Bates’ 
most  widely  known  poem,  she  wrote  many  on  Falmouth 
subjects,  including  the  Paul  Revere  Bell  reprinted  on  page 
68  and  a  hymn  “Our  Church”  for  the  200th  Anniversary 
of  the  First  Congregational  Church  in  1908. 

‘‘Fannie  Fales”  was  a  local  poet  who  wrote  many 
charming  lines  about  Falmouth.  She  was  Mrs.  George 
Washington  Swift,  daughter-in-law  of  Elijah  Swift,  for 
whom  he  built  the  house  next  to  his  own  on  Main  Street, 
now  (1930)  remodelled,  owned  by  Mrs.  John  E.  Dwight. 

Edward  Herbert  Thompson,  archaeologist,  came  to 
Falmouth  first  as  a  boy  in  the  1870’s,  married  a  Falmouth 
sea  captain’s  daughter,  and  after  forty  years  in  Yucatan, 
returned  to  make  his  home  in  West  Falmouth.  He  is 
famed  as  discoverer  of  the  ruins  of  Chi-chen-itza,  Mayan 
lost  city,  which  he  located  in  the  jungle  and  explored 
himself  until  so  well  identified  that  the  Carnegie  Founda¬ 
tion  took  over  the  site,  which  he  had  bought  from  the 
Mexican  government,  and  commenced  excavation  of  the 
ruins.  Colonel  Thompson  was  U.  S.  Consul  at  Merida, 
Yucatan  for  25  years,  to  enable  him  to  support  his  family 
while  carrying  on  his  researches,  and  learned  deep  sea¬ 
diving  in  order  to  penetrate  to  the  bottom  of  the  90-foot 
Well  of  Sacrifices,  from  which  he  retrieved  the  gold,  jade 
and  balls  of  incense  that  established  his  discovery  beyond 
question. 

A  memorial  tablet  in  the  Falmouth  Public  Library 
commemorates  Joseph  Jefferson  Holland,  godson  of 
Joseph  Jefferson  and  famous  actor  whose  father,  George 
Holland,  was  the  actor  whom  no  clergyman  in  New  York 
would  bury  until  Joseph  Jefferson  found  ‘‘The  Little 
Church  Around  the  Corner”  in  New  York  in  1870.  Joseph 
Holland’s  greatest  triumph  was,  in  an  all-star  cast  with 
Joe  Jefferson,  in  ‘‘The  Rivals”  in  1896.  Smitten  in  1904 
with  advancing  paralysis  and  deafness  he  was  forced  to 
give  up  the  stage  and  retired  to  Falmouth  where  he  had 
previously  summered  at  the  Quissett  Harbor  House  and 
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here  spent  his  life  until  his  death  in  1926.  He  loved  to 
coach  young  people  in  acting,  and  from  his  kindly  help 
sprang  the  Falmouth  Dramatic  Society  which  after  his 
death  took  the  name  of  the  Joseph  Holland  Players.  The 
tablet  was  erected  by  the  Lambs  Club  and  Players  Club 
of  New  York  and  the  local  society. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  the  fortunes  of  the  years 
have  not  preserved  to  us  some  record  of  the  original  price 
paid  to  the  Indian  sachem  Notantico  by  Jonathan  Hatch 
and  his  co-purchasers  for  the  land  now  included  in  the 
township  of  Falmouth. 

However,  recalling  the  ‘brass  kettle  of  seven  spans 
in  bigness  and  a  broad  hoe’  with  which  a  large  part  of  the 
town  of  Barnstable  was  purchased  about  the  same  time, 
v;e  may  form  a  fair  estimate  of  the  great  change  in  value 
from  1660  to  1930  when  the  valuation  of  the  town  of 
Falmouth  was  set  at  $19,886,543. 

The  increase  in  population  from  the  14  families  who 
settled  on  the  shore  of  Fresh  Pond  in  1661  to  t^he  2071 
voters  registered  in  Falmouth  in  1929  does  not  truly 
represent  the  picture  of  the  town,  however.  Although 
the  permanent  population  is  just  under  5,000  souls  by  the 
last  census,  in  the  vacation  season  summer  residents, 
cottage  tenants  and  hotel  guests  swell  the  number  to 
more  nearly  20,000;  and  this  peculiarity  of  the  population 
has  had  a  great  influence  on  the  development  of  the  town 
into  a  rural  village  with  a  large  share  of  the  comforts  and 
conveniences  of  a  city. 

‘Non-resident  property-owners’,  by  whom  are  meant 
chiefly  the  owners  of  summer  estates,  contribute  over 
eleven  million  dollars  of  the  nineteen  million  dollar  val¬ 
uation  of  the  town  in  1930.  These  large  estates  are  not 
only  an  asset  to  the  beauty  of  the  town,  a  source  of  in¬ 
come  to  the  local  merchants,  but  also  by  the  taxes  they 
pay  ($26.40  a  thousand  in  1929),  they  enable  the  town  to 
build  and  maintain  mile  upon  mile  of  automobile  high¬ 
ways,  fine  schools,  and  extensive  water-system,  a  modern 
fire  department,  a  police  department,  street-lighting. 
Public  utilities  such  as  the  railroad,  the  telephone  com¬ 
pany,  telegraph  company,  electric  light  xiompany,  all 
maintain  services  of  much  greater  extent  than  would 
ordinarily  be  the  lot  of  a  country  village.  Telephone  ser¬ 
vice  was  first  installed  in  1902;  electric  light  under  the  old 
Buzzards  Bay  Electric  Co.,  H.  H.  Taylor,  superintendent, 
inaugurated  service  September  1909,  with  a  power 
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THE  FORTUNES  OF  THE  YEARS 


plant  on  Scranton  Avenue.  In  the  Summer  season, 
for  instance,  the  railroad  makes  up  a  train  of 
sleepers  direct  from  Washington  to  Woods  Hole  on  Fri¬ 
days,  with  return  trip  on  Sunday,  nights;  and  with  but 
1,700  voters  listed,  the  telephone  company  has  more  than 
1,900  telephones  installed  and  ‘cut  over’  a  thoroughly 
modern  switchboard  in  May,  1929. 

Under  these  favorable  circumstances  the  schools  of 
the  town  have  likewise  gained  materially  from  1715 
v/hen  the  town  debated  over  hiring  Hannah  Sargent  as 
School  Dame  at  an  outlay  of  twelve  pounds  and  diet  a 
year,  with  special  dispensation  for  the  use  of  a  horse 
twice  a  year  to  visit  her  friends,  to  1930  when  $168,863 
barely  sufficed  to  maintain  the  five  lower  schools,  junior 
high  school  and  Lawrence  High  School  for  the  benefit  of 
the  1,200  pupils. 

It  is  a  far  cry  from  leathern  fire  buckets  hanging  in 
each  front  entryway  to  the  sound  of  the  siren  as  the 
1,000-gallon  Ahrens-Fox  pumping  engines  race  down  the 
tarvia  road  to  fires  in  town;  a  long  road  of  civilization 
from  the  day  of  the  town-crier  to  the  radio;  but  the  in¬ 
stitution  which  has  changed  least  with  the  years  is  the 
town  meeting. 

Although  today  ‘the  rateable  inhabitants’  gather  for 
deliberation  in  a  moving-picture  theatre  instead  of  the 
meeting  house,,  and  though  an  expert  stenographer 
makes  many-paged  transcripts  in  place  of  the  crabbed 
handwriting  and  uncertain  orthography  of  the  old  Town 
Clerks  of  1700,  still  our  town  meetings  are  opened  with 
prayer  and  the  reading  of  the  warrant,  still  we  elect  a 
Moderator,  and  still  each  voter  of  the  town  may  rise  in  a 
town  meeting,  ‘duly  warned  and  legally  assembled’  and 
make  known  his  opinions.  The  only  radical  change  in 
the  constitution  of  town-meeting  in  all  its  244  years  since 
the  incorporation  in  1686,  is  the  admission  of  women  to 
the  electorate. 

The  history  of  the  Town  of  Falmouth  has  been  a 
singularly  happy  one  through  the  two  and  a  half  cen¬ 
turies.  When  Boston  was  exiling  Roger  Williams  and 
Anne  Hutchinson,  when  Salem  was  hanging  witches,  Fal¬ 
mouth  was  showing  a  vast  and  charitable  tolerance  to 
Quakers  who  rewarded  them  by  bringing  a  rich  heritage 
of  industry  and  character  to  the  town.  When  British 
troops  were  stabling  their  horses  in  King’s  Chapel  in  Bos¬ 
ton,  Falmouth’s  greatest  trouble  was  the  stealing  of  their 
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-laTl  .earioltw  g/xianarf  aaw  raalaa  narfw  ^noanlriolwH  annA 
ol  aonaialol  aldaliiario"  bna'’ laav  a  snlworia  saw  xUuom 
aaaliisrf  rioh  a  snisnlid  Yd  /naril  babiawai  oriw  aiaalaxip 
rfalliia  ndriW  Jiwol  aril  ol  laloaiado  bna 
-Boa  nl  laqadO  e’^nlX  nl  eaeiod  ilaril  anildala  aiaw  aqooTl 
iladl  lo  yiJlaalB'aril  bbw  aidnoil  laalaaii  a’dlx/o/nla^ 
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cattle  by  foraging  men  of  the  King.  Even  the  bombard¬ 
ment  of  the  town  by  the  Nimrod  in  1814  killed  no  one,  did 
no  damage  save  to  leave  some  interesting  souvenirs  of 
cannonball  to  enhance  the  historic  interest  of  this  or  that 
old  mansion. 

No  sweeping  conflagration  has  laid  waste  the  town, 
no  devastating  pestilence  poisoned  its  air.  The  Falmouth 
National  Bank,  oldest  institution  of  its  kind  on  Cape  Cod, 
has  never  had  a  run  nor  a  robbery  since  its  incorporation 
in  1821  by  Elijah  Swift  and  his  friends. 

The  son  of  the  pastor  of  Leyden  and  the  runaway 
orphan  apprentice,  Isaac  Robinson  and  Jonathan  Hatch, 
chose  well  when  they  selected  the  shores  of  Fresh  Pond 
in  ‘Sechonessit  town  where  the  Indians  inhabit’  as  their 
dwelling-place  in  1660;  the  early  proprietors  and  inhabit¬ 
ants  laid  the  foundation  of  a  community  government  that 
has  permitted  a  tranquil  and  healthy  growth  to  succeed¬ 
ing  generations;  and  we  of  1930  as  we  walk  beneath  the 
old  elms  set  out  around  the  Village  Green  by  Elijah  Swift 
may  enjoy  the  prosperity  of  the  present,  look  back  with 
pride  on  the  past,  and  anticipate  with  pleasure  for  our 
children  the  future  History  of  Falmouth  in  the  county  of 
Barnstable  and  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
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